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Exports  of  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  of  the  growth,  produce, 
and  manufacture  of  foreign  countries,  during  the  year  end- 
ing June  30,  1859.     Statement  of  the , 

Exports  of  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  of  the  gprowth,  produce, 
and  manufacture  of  the  United  States  from  each  collection 
district,  during  the  year  ending  June  30,  1869.  Statement 
of  the 

Exports  of  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  of  the  growth,  produce, 
ntid  manufacture  of  foreign  countries,  from  each  collection 
district,  during  the  year  ending  June  30,  1869.  Statement 
of  the 
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Finances  for  the  yrar  ending  June  30,  1860.  Report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  lYeasury  on  the  state  o^ 

Usher,  George.  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  trans- 
mitting a  copy  of  decisions  relating  to  the  claim  of 
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iK/TM  for  the  armament  of............ ........... | 

Fort  K^rri^j,  Hoath  FacH,  aad  Hooej  Lake  wagoo  road.     Letter  > 

frr/m  ColoDel  Lander  relating  to  the.................. ! 

Fort  K«^me7«  South  Paaa,  and  Honey  Lake  wagon  road.     Maps  and 
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Fort  ^ninv-r.   UemB^tt  of  the  President,  tnmsmitting  oorrespoodenoe 

relating  to  the 
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Harmry's  ailministratioii  of  the  department  of  Oregon. 

upondence  relating  to  General 

Hoapiul  for  the  insane,  transmitting  estimates  for  appropriations 
Uff  the  year  ending  Jane  30,  1862.  Letter  from  the  sapeiin- 
tendent  of  the. ....... •...••••••..... 


I. 

Ihrie,  Of^irge,  late  lieutenant  in  the  army.  Letter  from  the  Sec- 
nstary  of  War  relating  to  an  official  letter  from 

Imports  r/f  ^rjods.  ware8,  and  merchandise,  of  the  growth,  prodaoe, 
and  nuinufacttire  of  foreign  coantries,  during  the  year  ending 
June  ao,  1860.    Statement  of  the 

ImportK  of  gcxNlH,  wareM,  and  merchandise,  of  the  growth,  produce, 
and  manufacture  of  foreign  countries,  into  each  collection 
(liNtrict,  daring  the  year  ending  Jane  30,  1859.  Statement  of 
the 

Indian  Aflairs,  transmitting  estimates  for  appropriations  for  the 
ymt  ending  Juno  SO,  1862.  Letter  from  the  Acting  Commis- 
Hlon(;r  of 

Indian  (ifTalrs  in  Washington  Territory.  Estimate  for  the  com- 
IH^iwition  of  the  superintendent  and  agents  of..... 

Indliin  (lopartment  and  fulfilling  treaties  with  various  Indian  tribes 
during  the  year  ending  June  30,  1862.  Estimates  for  the 
current  and  contingent  expenses  of  the •-• 

Indian  depredations  in  Oregon  and  Washington  Territories.  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War  ad  interim^  in  relation  to 

Indian  ^(listnrbimces.  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  transmit- 
ting correspondence  with  the  governor  of  New  Mexico,  in 
relation  to 

Indian  hogtllities  In  New  Mexico.  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of 
War  ad  interim ^  transmitting  additional  estimates  for  the  sup- 
preKslon  of 

Indians,  liutter  from  the  Acting  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  asking 
an  appropriation  for  the  relief  of  destitute 

Indian  Hurvice  and  expenses  of  taking  the  eighth  census.  Letter 
from  the  Acting  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  transmitting  esti- 
mates for  deficiencies  in - 

Indian  trust  bonds.  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  with 
reference  to  the  abstraction  of --• 

Insane  in  the  District  of  Columbia  daring  the  year  ending  June 
an,  iKn2,     RHtiraatos  for  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the 

the 

^^li                   the  year  ending  June  30,  1862.     Estimates  for 
nji  ■  L ^u ijlil  i^  for  the  sapport  of  the  department  of  the 
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Interior  for  the  year  ending  Jane  30,  1862.  Ck>mparatiye  statement 
of  expenses  by  the  Secretary  of  the 

Interior,  transmitting  a  statement  of  the  contingent  expenses  of 
the  Department  of  the  Interior  daring  the  year  ending  June 
30,  1860.     Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the 

Interior,  transmitting  the  report  of  Mr.  Prichette  in  the  case  of  A. 
D.  Bonesteel,  agent  for  the  Menomonee  Indians.  Letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  the 

Interior,  communicating  estimates  for  deficiencies  in  appropriation 
for  the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade.  Letter  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  the 

Interior,  transmitting  copies  of  contracts  entered  into  by  the  Com- 
missioner of  Public  fiuildings.  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of 
the 

Interior,  transmitting  a  statement  of  the  balances  of  appropriations 
standing  to  the  credit  of  the  Interior  Department.  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the 

Interior,  with  reference  to  the  abstraction  of  Indian  trust  bonds. 
Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the..... 

Interior,  transmitting  a  transcript  of  certain  private  land  claims  in 
New  Mexico.     Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the 

Interior,  transmitting  estimates  for  deficiencies  in  Indian  service 
and  expenses  of  taking  the  eighth  census.  Letter  from  the 
Acting  Secretary  of  the 

Interior,  transmitting  an  estimate  of  expenses  of  the  California 
l>oimdary  survey.     Letter  from  the  Acting  Secretary  of  the 

Interior,  transmitting  the  account  of  E.  A.  Deslonde,  receiver  at 
Nebraska  City,  for  clerk  hire,  &o.  Letter  from  the  Secretary 
of  the 

Interior,  transmitting  a  statement  of  the  names  and  compensation 
of  the  clerks  and  others  employed  in  the  Interior  Department 
during  the  year  1860.     Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the 

Interior,  transmitting  report  of  Commissioner  of  Indian  Afhirs 
relative  to  depredations  of  Snake  River  Indians  and  massacre 
of  emigrants.    Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the 

Interior,  asking  appropriation  for  the  relief  of  destitute  Indians. 
Letter  from  the  Acting  Secretary  of  the...... 

Interior,  transmitting  a  letter  from  the  surveyor  general  of  New 
Mexico  relative  to  the  numbering  of  certain  private  land 
claims.     Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the 

Interior,  transmitting  documents  relating  to  the  priv..ie  land  claim 
of  Luis  Maria  C.  de  Baca.     Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the... 

Interior,  concerning  money  paid  to  Mary  Woodbury  and  others 
under  the  Sioux  treaty.  Letter  from  the  Acting  Secretary  of 
the 

Interior,  transmitting  letter  from  Colonel  Lander  relating  to  Fort 
Kearney,  South  Pass,  and  Honey  Lake  wagon  road.  Letter 
from  the  Acting  Secretary  of  the 

Interior,  transmitting  reports  and  maps  of  the  Fort  Kearney,  South 
Pass,  and  Honey  Lake  wagon  road.  Letter  from  the  Acting 
Secretary  of  the 

Interior,  communicating  estimates  for  the  compensation  of  super- 
intendent of  Indian  Affiurs  and  agents  in  Washington  Terri- 
tory.   Letter  from  the  Acting  Secretary  of  the 

Interior,  transmitting  papers  relating  to  the  claim  of  H.  M.  Bice. 
Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
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iudidary  during  the  year  ending  Jane  30,  1862. 
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Imtt^  '.WzmM  m  Sev  M<rxko.     Letter  fnj«i  tbe  Secretary  of  tike  la- 

Un/>r.  trvi^ictitti&z  a  tranicnpc  of  certain  prirste 

Lai^/i  f^i^trtM  m  Stfw  M*rxUt>.     Letter  frcm  tike  SQrTtjC€  zfoeml, 

f*:Utire  to  tke  nnnt\/(:nnz  *A  <xriAin  prirate... .... 

Lutf\  rU  m  <A  Loki  Miuia  C.  de  Barja.     iKxTimc&tt  relating^  to  the 

privaUr  -,...-.-.,.  ................ .. ...........' 

iMbfUfT,  relatirji^  to  tke  Fort  Kfmmej,  Sooth  Pas,  and  Hocer  Lake 

w^nf/fi  T^j^.     Lrtter  fn>m  Col . ... . ..... 

La&d  Otti'f:,  U2atimiiUitiK  estimates  foe  apf>ropriatk>as  dariDsr  the 

y*-ar  er^liDg^  Jane  30,  le62.     Letter  from  the  CommiaeioDer  of 

the  G^ieraJ-.... ' 

Light  hoTtfe  fVjard.  traDf^roitting  estimates  for  apfyropriatioos  for  the  ^ 

yt^su  efi'iinz  Jooc  30,  1862.     Letter  from  the  chainoaD  of  the.. 
lif^ht'hoTMe  ei^'tabliiibmeot  for  the  jear  eDdiof?  June  30,  1862.    Eeti-  i 

mate*  far  appropriaticns  for  the  support  of  the. .....I 


ICail  contractors.  Letter  fmn  the  Postmaster  General,  tnmsmittiDg 
a  report  of  all  fin^  aod  dednctioDs  from  the  pay  of.. 

Kail  rtjDtract//rs  for  additioDal  Knrke  during  the  year  ending  Jane 
30,  186  >.     statement  of  allowances  to. 

Mail  contractors  daring  the  year  ending  Jane  30.  1860.  Statement 
of  the  cartailment  of  the  serrice  and  pay  of...... 

Kails  estahlihhed  daring  the  year  ending  Jane  30,  1860.  Statement 
of  the  land  and  water 

Kails  maile  daring  the  year  ending  Jane  30,  1860.  Letter  from 
the  Pofitmaftter  General,  transmitting  a  statement  of  the  offers 
•nd  amtracts  for  carrying  the 

Kail  M4frvice  during  the  year  ending  Jane  30,  1860.  Statement  of 
the  curtailment  of  the 

Kanual  for  jxirafies  and  reviews.  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War, 
transmitting  an  estimate  for  i  o.  publication  of  a 

Karine  corps  fur  the  year  ending  ^.me  30,  1862.  Estimates  for 
appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  

Kary  VVoodbury  and  others.  Letter  from  the  Acting  Secretary  of 
the  Interior  concerning  money  paid,  under  the  Sioux  treaty,  to, 

Medicine  and  Kurgery  of  the  nnvy  during  the  year  ending  June  30, 
1H62.  Estimates  for  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the 
Hiircau  of 

Kemlx^rM  of  ('ongrcHs.  Letter  from  the  PoHtmaster  General,  trans- 
mitting a  statement  of  distances  from  Washington  city  to  the 
potit  oniccs  of 

Military  Academy  during  the  year  ending  June  30, 1862.  Estimates 
for  appropriationH  for  the  support  of  the 

Military  Aradeniy  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1861.  Statement 
of  cHtimatiH  for  the  support  of  the 

Military  cHtiljIishment  for  the  year  1860.  Statement  of  the  con- 
tingent ex|)ens(!H  of  the 

Military  road  from  Fort  Benton  to  Walla- Walla.  Report  of  Lieut. 
Miilian  concerning  the 

Militia  of  the  United  States  for  the  year  1860.  Abstract  of  the 
returns  of  arms,  accoutrements,  and  ammunition  of  the 
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Mint  of  the  United  States,  branches,  and  assay  office,  daring  the 
year  ending  June  SO,  1862.  Estimates  for  appropriations  for 
the  support  of  the 

Mint,  transmitting  estimates  for  appropriations  for  the  mint  for  the 
year  ending  June  30,  18C2.    Letter  of  the  Director  of  the 

Mint  at  New  Orleans.  Message  of  the  President  in  relation  to  the 
seizure  of  the 

Mississippi  river.  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  a 
report  of  the  action  of  the  War  Department  with  reference  to 
olratructions  in  the  mouth  of  the.. 

Mullan,  Lieut.,  concerning  the  military  road  from  Fort  Benton  to 
Walla-Walla.    Report  of 


N. 

Nautical  Almanac  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1862.  Estimates 
for  the  expenses  of  compiling  and  printing  the , 

Naval  Academy  during  the  year  ending  June  30,  1862.  Estimates 
for  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the , 

Naval  Observatory  and  Hydrographical  office  during  the  year  end- 
ing June  30,  1862.  Estimates  for  appropriations  for  the 
support  of  the..... 

Navigation.     {Sae  Oommeree  and  Navigation.) 

Navy  Department  during  the  year  ending  June  30,  1862.  Esti- 
mates for  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the 

Navy,  transmitting  a  statement  of  the  contingent  expenses  of  the 
Navy  Department  for  the  year  ending  July  30,  1860.  Let- 
ter of  the  Secretary  of  the 

Navy,  transmitting  a  report  of  superintendent  of  ordnance  at  Wash- 
ington navy  yard  on  rifled  cannon  and  the  armament  of 
ships-of- war.     Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the 

Navy,  in  relation  to  *'  (Boston's  telegraphic  night  signals  and  govern- 
ors for  marine  steam  engines.' '  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the . 

Navy,  giving  further  information  relating  to  "Coston's  telegraphic 
night  signals. ' '     Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the 

Navy,  transmitting  report  of  superintendent  of  ordnance  at  Wash- 
ington navy  yard.     Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the 

Navy  and  marine  corps.  Statement  of  the  pay  and  allowances  of 
the  officers  of  the 

Navy  Register.  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  transmitting 
copies  of  the 

Navy,  transmitting  a  statement  of  the  names  and  compensation  of 
clerks  and  others  employed  in  the  Navy  Department  during 
the  year  1860.     Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the 

Navy,  transmitting  a  statement  of  the  pay  and  allowances  of  the 
officers  of  the  navy  and  marine  corps.  Letter  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  the 

Navy,  transmitting  copies  of  the  Navy  Register.  Letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  the 

Nebraska  city,  for  clerk  hire,  &c.     Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior,  transmitting  the  account  of  E.  A.  Deslardc,  receiver  at. 
New  Mexico.     Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  transmitting  cor- 
respondence with  the  governor  in  relation  to  Indian  disturb- 
ances in 

New  Mexico.  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  transmit- 
ting a  transcript  of  certain  private  land  claims  in 

New  Mexico.  Letter  ^m  the  Secretary  of  War  ad  interim,  transmitting 
additional  estimates  for  the  suppression  of  Indian  hostilities  in. 
^cw  Mexico.    Letter  from  the  Surveyor  General,  relative  to  the 

numbering  of  certain  private  land  claims  in 

^ew  Orleans.  Message  of  the  President  in  relation  to  the  seisure 
of  the  mint  at 
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No.  2.  Summary  statement  of  the  value  of  the  exports,  of 
the  gnrowth,  produce,  and  manufacture  of  the 
United  States  during  the  year  ending  June  30, 
1860 

No.  3.  General  statement  of  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise, 
of  the  growth,  produce,  and  manufacture  of  for- 
eign countries,  exported  from  the  United  States 
during  the  year  ending  June  30,  1860 

No.  4.  Summary  statement  of  goods,  wares,  and  merchan- 
dise, of  the  growth,  produce,  and  manufiEicture 
of  foreign  countries,  exported  from  the  United 
States  during  the  year  ending  June  30,  1860 

No.  5.  General  statement  of  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise, 
of  the  growth,  produce,  and  manufacture  of  for- 
eign countries,  imported  into  the  United  States 
during  the  year  ending  June  30,  1860 

No.  6.  Summary  statement  of  the  quantity  and  value  of 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  imported  into  the 
United  States  in  American  and  foreign  vessels 
during  the  year  ending  June  30,  1860 

No.  7.  General  statement  of  the  quantity  and  value  of 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  of  the  growth, 
produce,  and  manufacture  of  the  United  Stntes, 
exported  from  each  collection  district  during  the 
year  ending  June  30,  1860 

No.  8.  General  statement  of  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise, 
of  the  growth,  produce,  and  manufacture  of  for- 
eign countries,  exported  from  each  collection  dis- 
trict of  the  United  States  during  the  year  ending 
June  30.  1860 

No.  9.  General  statement  of  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise, 
of  the  growth,  produce,  and  manufacture  of  for- 
eign countries,  Impi^rted  into  each  collection  dis- 
trict of  the  United  States  during  the  year  ending 
June  30,  1860 

No.  10.  Statement  exhibiting  the  number  of  American  and 
foreign  vessels,  with  their  tonnage  and  crews, 
which  cleared  from  the  United  States  for  foreign 
countries  during  the  yeai  ending  June  30,  1860... 

No.  11.  Statement  exhibiting  the  number  of  American  and 
foreign  vessels,  with  their  tonnage  and  crews, 
which  entered  the  United  States  from  foreign 
countries  during  the  year  ending  June  30,  1860... 

No.  12.  Statement  exLibitiog^^the  national  character  of  the 
foreign  vessels  which  entered  into  and  cleared 
from  the  United  States  for  foreign  countries  dur- 
ing the  year  ending  June  30,  1860 

No.  13.  Statistical  view  of  the  commerce  of  the  United 
States,  exhibiting  the  value  of  the  exports  to  and 
imports  from  each  foreign  country,  and  the  ton- 
nage of  American  and  foreign  vessels  arriving 
from  and  departing  to  each  foreign  country  dur- 
ing the  year  ending  June  30,  I860...... 

No.  14.  Statement  exhibiting  the  commerce  of  each  State 
during  the  year  ending  June  30,  1860 

No.  15.  Statement  exhibiting  the  number  of  American  and 
foreign  vessels,  with  their  tonnage  and  crews, 
which  cleared  from  each  district  of  the  United 
States  for  foreign  countries  during  the  year  end- 
ing June  30,  1860 , 
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Na  16.  Statement  exhibiting  the  nnmber  of  American  and 
foreign  vessels,  with  their  tonnage  and  crews, 
which  entered  into  each  district  of  the  United 
States  from  foreign  countries  during  the  year  end> 

ing  June  30,  1860 

Ko.  17.  Statement  exhibiting  the  number  of  American  and 
foreign  vessels,  with  their  tonnage  and  crews, 
whicli  departed  from  each  district  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  countries  to  which  thej  cleared, 

during  the  year  endmg  June  30,  1860 

No.  18.  Statement  exhibiting  the  number  of  American  and 
foreign  vessels,  with  their  tonnage  and  crews, 
which  entered  into  each  district  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  countries  from  which  they  arrived, 

during  the  year  ending  June  30,  1860 

No.  19.  Statement  exhibiting  the  indirect  trade  of  the  United 
States,  the  countries  of  production  and  shipmect, 
with  the  value  of  the  articles  imported,  during 

the  year  ending  June  30,  1860 
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6  CASE    OF    A.    D.   BONESTEEL. 

her  story,  the  special  agent  decided  that  it  did  not  come  within  fWc 
scop    of  his  instructioLs,  and  refused  to  hear  her. 

Another  charge  was,  that  Powell  had  told  the  Indians,  for  the  pi^ 
pose  of  defrauding  the  government,  that  when  making  an  applicati^^c 
for  a  land  warrant,  under  the  act  of  1855,  they  must  say  that  ^'  E^ 
po-ne-na"  was  a  child  of  a  deceased  warrior,  when,  ia  fact,  she  wa^ 
grandchild,  and  so  not  entitled  to  a  warrant ;  and  that  he  interpret 4 
to  Boneateel  the  statement  that  Pepo-ne-na  was  a  chUd^  knowings 
to  he  false  of  his  own  knowledge ;  being  thus  guilty  of  subornation,  c 
perjury. 

After  examining  one  witness,  (p.  61,)  who  sustained  the  charge  in 
every  particular,  be  refused  to  permit  me  to  examine  other  Indisai 
who  had  heard  Powell's  statement ;  compelling  me  to  put  apon  the 
stand  only  the  very  Indian  witnesses  who  had  committed  perjury  io 
obtaining  the  warrant.  He  afterwards  wrote  down  Powell's  statement 
concerning  the  same  matter  with  great  fullness.  He  decided  that  the 
testimony  of  those  Indians  who  heard  Powell  give  the  direction  to 
commit  this  crime  was  only  secondary  evidence,  and  inadmissible. 

The  explanation  which  Powell  gives  of  the  hay  and  oats  he  took 
for  his  cows  and  horse  i^  substantiated  by  Haas,  and  is,  briefly,  that 
they  borrowed  of  and  lent  to  each  other  the  property  of  the  Indians, 
without  measuring  or  weighings  each  reposing  a  sublime  confidence 
in  the  honesty  of  the  other  when  dealing  with  that  class  of  property. 
The  proof  is  pretty  plain  that  they  both  dealt  in  blank  vouchers, 
though  we  were  unable  to  show  to  what  extent. 

Powell  admits  that  he  refused  to  interpret  to  Bonesteel  the  Indians' 
complaint  about  the  schoolmaster,  Andrews,  because  '^  he  knew  him- 
self it  was  not  true,"  (p.  97.) 

8ix  of  the  leading  chiefis  of  the  nation  testify  (pp.  17,  24,  38,  39, 
42,  4f))  that  the  Indians  resolved  to  send  for  but  $3,000  to  buy  pro- 
visions, and  yet  Bonesteel  sent  for  $5,000.  Powell  says  (p.  88)  that 
they  sent  for  $5,000  because  the  Indians  wanted  that  amount.  It  is 
a  question  of  veracity  between  these  chiefs  and  the  interpreter,  Wil- 
liam Powell. 

I  am  willing  to  trust  the  decision  of  this  question  to  anybody  bat 
Special  Agent  Pritchette. 

The  fact  that  Powell  is  one  of  the  persons  interested  in  the  claims 
which  are  now  being  prosecuted  against  this  tribe  of  Indians  ought  to 
exclude  him   rom  any  official  connexion  with  them. 

Keshena  testified  that  Powell,  at  Fond  du  Lac,  urged  upon  him  to 
allow  these  claims  in  an  indirect  way,  (p.  27,)  but  Pritchette  ruled  it 
out  as  not  testimony,  and  refused  to  write  it  down. 

I  have  just  learned,  though  I  cannot  vouch  for  its  correctness,  that 
this  same  interpreter  is  now  engaged  in  concerting  plans  to  enforce 
the  payment  of  these  claims,  and  is  about  to  proce^  to  Fort  Wayne 
and  Washington  with  that  view. 

I  do  not  deem  it  necessary  to  occupy  your  time  with  a  consideration, 
of  the  charges  against  Haas,  the  farmer.  In  his  own  testimony  hoe 
confesses  to  having  traded  with  the  Indians  habitually,  to  having  fedl 
iiis  own  and  strangers'  horses  from  the  hay  and  grain  of  the  IndianSj^ 
and  is  silent  upon  the  direct  charge  of  Tiko  (pp.  2  and  3)  that  he 
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CASE    OF    A.    D.    BONESTEEL.  31 

h,  deponent,  slioald  retain  it ;    that  deponent  received  no  answer 

from  Mr.  Bonesteel  to  this  letter ;  that  there  was  no  letter  in  the 

office  at  that  time  ;  that  he,  deponent,  wrote  the  letter  merely  to 

catch  Mr.  Bonesteel  in  his  attempt  to  seduce  him,  the  deponent, 

^hree  months  before,  from  the  duties  of  his  office,  in  asking  him  to 

retain  a  letter  from  Mr.  Slingerland  ;  that  the  letter  of  Mr.  Slinger- 

land  that  he  testifies  he  retained  for  the  postage  was  detained  until 

tlie  following  mail  af^^r  it  was  posted ;  that  he  knows  it  was  from 

JUr.  Slingerland  from  the  handwriting  of  the  address." 

In  answer  to  this  charge,  Jeremiah  Slingerland,  minister  of  the 
Gospel  on  the  Stockbridge  reservation,  (deposition  No.  34,)  testifies: 
*  ^  That  he  has  resided  on  the  Stockbridge  reservation  in  said  State 
(Wisconsin)  for  a  little  over  two  years;  that  he  is  the  only  person  of 
Dis  name  who  officiates  as  minister  of  the  Gospel  on  said  reservation, 
or  has  officiated  there  in  that  capacity  during  his  residence  ;  that,  to 
\\\8  knowledge,  he  has  never  written  a  letter  since  he  has  resided  there, 
addressed  to  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  or  to  the  Indian 
department,  directly  or  indirectly  ;  nor  has  he  any  recollection  of  ever, 
daring  that  time,  addressed  or  directed  any  letter  or  package  to  the 
Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  or  to  the  Indian  department,  in  his 
own  handwriting,  for  any  other  person  ;  that,  to  his  recollection,  he 
las  never  placed,  or  caused  to  be  placed,  in  the  post  office  at  Keshena, 
on  the  Menomonee  reservation,  any  letter  or  package  so  addressed  ; 
and  that,  to  his  recollection,  he  has  never  ascertained  that  a  letter 
posted  by  or  for  him  in  said  office  had  been  kept  back  because  the 
postage  had  not  been  paid  in  full,  and  upon  which  he  paid  to  the  post- 
master, Joseph  M.  Ostroph,  three  cents  additional  for  its  transmission  ; 
that  his  testimony  hereinbefore  given,  as  to  the  letters  or  packages 
Bpoken  of,  is  intended  to  apply  to  the  time  he  has  resided  on  the  Stock- 
bridge  reservation,  and  to  the  period  that  Joseph  M.  Ostroph  has  been 
postmaster  at  Keshena,  on  said  Menomonee  reservation;  that  he  has 
not,  daring  that  time,  addressed  any  letter  or  package  to  any  depart- 
ment of  the  government  at  Washington,  to  the  best  of  his  recollec- 
tion." 

William  Powell  (deposition  No.  36)  swears :  ''  That  the  general 
reputation  of  Joseph  M.  Ostroph  for  truth  and  honesty  is  very  bad 
amongst  the  Indians  and  whites  residing  on  the  Menomonee  reserva- 
tion." 

George  Cown  (deposition  No.  37)  swears:  ''  That  he  knows  Joseph 
M.  Ostroph,  and  that  all  say  his  character  for  truth  and  honesty  is 
tmd ;  that  deponent  would  not  believe  him  under  oath  ;  that  deponent 
says  so  from  his  own  knowledge  of  Ostroph,  and  from  what  people  say 
of  him." 

Joseph  8.  Cavert  (deposition  No.  39)  swears  :  **  That  he  knows 
Joseph  M.  Ostroph,  and  that  his  general  reputation  for  truth  is  bad, 
and  that  from  his  general  reputation  he,  deponent,  would  uot  believe 
him  under  oath." 

Lewis  Ooldstucker  (deposition  No.  40)  swears:  **That  he  knows 
Joseph  M.  Ostroph  ;  that  his  reputation,  so  far  as  he  can  hear  among 
the  people  here,  is  bad ;  from  what  deponent  has  heard  of  him,  he 
would  not  believe  him  under  oath." 
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appointed  to  investigate  certain  charges  against  A.  D.  Bonesteel,  In- 
dian agent/'  &c.  I  have  now  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  copy 
of  the  report  referred  to,  together  with  accompanying  papers. 
The  resolution  is  returned. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  B.  GREENWOOD, 


Hon.  J.  Thobipson, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior. 


Cammiasioner, 


IRiport  of  James  H.  Howej  attorney  for  (he  Menomonee  Indians. 

Green  Bay,  Wisconsin^  June  16 j  1860. 

^Gentlemen  :  I  have  thought  it  proper  to  make  a  report  to  you  of 
•my  proceedings,  as  the  attorney  for  the  Menomonee  nation  of  Indians, 
in  •the  investigation  of  the  charges  against  Indian  Agent  A.  D.  Bone- 
steel  before  a  special  agent  of  the  Indian  department  in  April  last. 
>I  have  delayed  until  this  time  because  I  regarded  the  testimony  against 
Mr.  Bonesteel  so  complete  that  his  removal  would  immediately  follow 
its  submission  to  the  department.     I  had  no  desire  to  present  to  yea 
the  evidence  upon  which  that  result  would  be  based,  because  neither 
you  nor  myself  had  any  personal  feeling  against  the  agent ;  we  sim- 
ply sought  his  removal  because  we  deemed  him  unfaithful  to  the  trusts 
reposed  in  him  by  the  government ;  we  had  no  personal  quarrel  i4y 
resent  on  his  person.     I  learned  yesterday,  for  the  first  time,  that  th^ 
administration  had  not  only  resolved  to  retain  him,  but  had  dec1are(9 
him  '^entirdy  exonerated"  from  all  charges  against  him.     Under^ 
such  circumstances,  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  lay  before  you  a  statement  o^ 
what  the  charges  and  what  the  testimony  adduced  in  their  supports 
actually  were.     I  send  you  herewith  the  notes  of  the  testimony  as 
they  were  taken  at  the  time.     They  will  be  found  to  agree,  in  sub- 
stance, with  those  of  the  special  agent. 

I  sought  to  write  down  the  exact  language  of  the  witnesses,  which 
Mr.  Pritchette  did  not ;  hence  you  will  find  some  verbal  differences 
in  the  two  reports.  I  have  also  prepared  a  sort  of  index,  which  I 
transmit,  which  may  be  of  service  to  you  in  examining  the  testimony. 

The  honorable  the  -Secretary  of  the  Inteiior  was  singularly  unfor- 
tunate in  his  selection  of  an  agent  to  make  this  investigation.  He 
was,  in  my  judgment,  utterly  unsuited,  by  his  habits  of  mind  and  body, 
for  this  purpose.  (He  manifested  the  strongest  prejudices  against  the 
Indians,  and  that  in  the  most  offensive  manner.  His  treatment  of 
them  on  all  occasions,  when  I  was  present,  was  insolent  and  over- 
bearing. 

He,  apparently,  did  not  believe  a  word  they  said,  and  very  rarely 
hesitated  to  avow  his  disbelief.  He,  as  apparently,  had  the  utmost 
confidence  in  every  statement  made  by  the  accused  or  his  employes.  A 
divinity  seemed  to  hedge  an  ofiScial  until  he  got  down  to  the  black- 
smith who  had  volunteered  an  affidavit  in  behalf  of  the  Indians. 

He  occupied  the  same  premises  that  were  used  by  Bonesteel  and 
his  counsel,  and  was,  to  all  appearance,  in  confidential  communica- 
tion with  them  during  the  whole  time  of  the  investigation. 
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I  shall  have  occasion  to  state  his  coarse  in  reference  to  a  few  mat- 
ters that  arose,  from  which  yon  will  be  able  to  jndge  of  his  good  temper 
and  fairness. 

It  is  bat  just  to  say  here  that  a  portion  of  the  charges  were  utterly 
onsupported  by  any  evidence.  Some  of  them  had  no  existence; 
others  we  were  anable  to  prove  because  of  the  absence  of  witnesses. 
The  charges  in  reference  to  the  dale  of  lumber,  and  the  conduct  of 
Bonesteel  to  the  Indians  at  '^  payment  time,"  were  not  supported  by 
proof.  The  former  would  never  have  been  heard  of  if  Mr.  Bonesteel 
or  his  employes  had  explained  the  transaction  to  the  Indians.  This 
is  true  of  several  others. 

The  principal  charge  against  Mr.  Bonesteel,  which  was  established 
by  conclusive  proof,  is,  that  in  the  month  ot  January,  1859,  he  was 
intrusted  with  $5,000  with  which  to  purchase  provisions  for  the  In- 
dians, and  that  he  did  not  apply  it  to  that  purpose. 

The  money  was  transmitted  to  him  from  Washington  on  the  22d 
of  January,  1859.  It  must  have  been  received  by  him  on  or  about 
the  28th  oi  that  month. 

Mr.  Gauthier  (Gokey)  testifies  (p.  35)  that  he,  in  company  with 
head  chief  A- quo-no-ma,  second  head  chief  Eeshena,  left  the  reserva- 
tion for  Washington  on  the  15th  of  January,  1869  ;  that  a  portion 
of  the  provisions  purchased  by  Bonesteel  had  arrived  before  his  de- 
parture ;  and  that  he  met  more  on  the  way  as  he  went  to  Fond  du 
Liac.  This  statement  is  corroborated  by  A-quo-no-ma  (p.  18)  and  by 
Keshena,  (p.  24.) 

Powell  says  the  provisions  began  to  arrive  about  the  middle  or  last 
of  February,  (p.  91.) 

There  is  no  testimony,  then,  contradicting  Mr.  Gauthier 's,  and  it  is 
Kxmdusive  that  a  greater  portion  at  least,  and  probably  all  of  them, 
were  purchased  prior  to  the  15th  of  February,  1859.  Mr.  Bonesteel 
alone  knew  when  they  were  purchased,  and  he  introduced  no  proof 
fixing  a  later  day. 

For  this  $5,000  he  sent  to  the  reservation  400  sacka^  of  98  pounds 
each,  of  flour,  100  barrels  of  mess  pork,  and  150  bushels  of  corn. 
He  took  a  receipt  signed  by  the  chiefs,  and  dated  the  2\8t  day  of  AprUj 
1869,  ior  this  quantity  of  provisions,  and  filed  it  as  his  voucher  for 
that  sum  of  money. 

This  gave  him  $4  62^  per  sack  for  flour,  or  |9  25  per  barrel ; 
|29  25  per  barrel  for  pork,  and  $1  50  per  bushel  for  corn  delivered  at 
the  warehouse. 

Now,  what  were  flour,  pork,  and  corn  worth,  and  for  how  much 
Ott^U  they  to  have  been  delivered?  It  is  in  proof  that  the  usual 
prices  for  transportation  from  Fond  du  Lac,  Oshkosh,  and  Omro  to 
the  reservation  were  one  dollar  per  hundred  pounds.  This  would  be 
two  dollars  per  barrel  for  flour,  and  three  dollars  per  barrel  tor  pork. 
Mr.  Nabor,  a  merchant  near  the  reservation,  says  that  second  quality 
of  flour,  superfine,  was  worth,  in  February,  1859,  at  Shawano,  eight 
miles  from  the  Indians,  $6  50  ;  first  quality  ot  winter  wheat,  |7  per 
barrel,  (p.  14  ;)  that  he  bought  pork  at  Mayville,  twenty  miles  from 
Fond  du  Lac,  and  that  he  ecld  it,  at  his  store  in  Shawano^  for  |20  a 
barrel  at  this  same  time. 
If  this  is  a  true  statement,  Mr.  Bonesteel's  profit  upon  fioxxt  ^qa^totsi 
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|2  75  to  |2  25  per  barrel,  and  apon  pork  |9  25  per  barrel,  makiDg  a 
net  profit  on  flour  of  at  least  $450,  and  on  pork  of  $925 ;  in  all,  $1,376 
upon  $5,000. 

An  Indian  testifies  (p.  37)  that  he  purchased  flour  on  the  pay  ground, 
at  the  very  time  of  this  distribution,  for  $6  per  barrel. 

D.  W.  Smith,  a  merchant  at  Fond  du  Lac,  testifies  that  on  the  8th 
of  February,  1859,  he  purchased  best  quality  of  spring  wheat  flour 
for  $2  75  per  sack ;  on  the  15th  of  February  he  paid  $3  ;  and  on  the 
25th,  $3  25,  which  was  the  highest  point  reached.  If  this  be  true, 
after  adding  $1  for  transportation,  Bonesteel's  profits  were  from  $1  75 
to  $1  25  per  barrel,  according  as  he  bought  in  the  first  or  in  the  latter 
part  of  February.— {/Sec  teattmonyj  p.  120.) 

Wm.  C.  Fredericks,  a  merchant  doing  business  at  Oshkosh,  testified 
(p.  121)  that,  February  1,  1859,  he  sold  flour  of  an  extra  quality,  at 
that  town,  for  $2  62  per  sack,  and  February  16  and  24  at  the  same 
price.  This,  if  true,  would  afford  Mr.  Bonesteel  a  profit  of  $2  a  barrel 
on  his  purchase  of  flour. 

Mr.  Alonzo  Bachelder  testified  (p.  121)  that  in  the  winter  of  1859 
he  manufactured  two  hundred  sacks  of  flour  for  Mr.  Bonesteel,  which 
he  understood,  but  not  irom  Bonesteel,  were  for  the  Indians,  and  that 
he  afterwards,  in  the  loiter  part  of  February^  sold  the  same  quality  of 
flour  from  $2  87  to  $3  12  per  sack.  This  would  give  Mr.  Bonesteel 
a  profit  of  from  75  cents  to  $1  25  per  barrel. 

Before  this  witness's  examination  was  completed  he  was  directed  hy 
Mr.  Pritchette  to  procure  his  '^  books,"  and  he  left  for  that  purpose. 
Before  his  return  I  was  obliged  to  leave  for  Madison,  and  I  left  the 
completion  of  his  examination  to  my  associate,  Mr.  Pritchette  volun* 
tarily  consenting  that  his  examination  should  be  finished. 

I  am  informed  by  Mr.  Kershaw,  my  associate,  that  after  my  de^ 

Sarture  Mr.  Pritchette  refused  to  permit  him  to  finish  the  affidavit  o^ 
[r.  Bachelder,  and  denied  all  knowledge  of  any  promise  to  do  so^ 
This  is  much  to  be  regretted,  as  we  could  have  proved,  I  am  instructed^^ 
that  he  made  at  least  a  portion  of  the  flour  which  Mr.  Bonesteel  senflE= 
jbo  the  Indians,  as  his  books  would  have  shown. 

When  Mr.  Pritchette  made  the  arrangement  in  regard  to  this  re*^ 
examination  he  was  very  much  intoxicated,  and  perhaps  could  not^ 
remember  it  upon  becoming  sober. 

Mr.  John  Marshall  gives  the  price  of  flour  about  the  middle  of^^ 
February  at  $2  62  per  sack,  the  same  as  given  by  Mr.  Fredericks, 
(p.  124.) 

J.  A.  Paige,  of  Oshkosh,  gives  the  price  of  heavy  mess  pork  in  that 
place,  January  18,  1859,  at  $16  66  per  barrel,  with  a  rise  to  March 
30  up  to  $18  16.  By  adding  $3  per  barrel  for  transportation,  we  have 
a  net  profit  of  from  $800  to  $950  upon  the  pork  alone.  He  agrees 
substantially  with  Fredericks  as  to  the  price  of  flour. 

To  rebut  this  case,  Mr.  Bonesteel  examined  two  Indian  traders. 
Mr.  Cown  and  Mr.  Gavert,  who  testified  that  they  sold  flour  at  retail 
for  about  the  prices  Mr.  Bonesteel  charged  the  Indians. — (See  pp.  106« 
107,  and  110.)  Mr.  Cown  testifies  to  paying  at  Oshkosh  $7  a  barrel 
for  ^our,  and  $22  a  barrel  for  pork.  Thisy  it  will  be  remembered,  is 
ip  the  very  town  where  Fredericks  and  Paige  were  sdling  at  the  same 
ii/pe  at  tbeprioee  stated  by  them  above. 
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Wright  also  testifies  to  paying  |3  a  sack  for  floar  in  January  and 
February  in  Oshkosh,  and  that  they  asked  |22  for  pork  These  figures 
would  give  Bonesteel  a  profit  of  $650  on  the  purctiase,  (p.  103.) 

Powell  testifies  to  paying  Cavert  about  the  prices  he  asked  for  pork 
and  flour,  and  says  Nabor's  pork  was  very  poor  and  lean. 

It  will  be  noticed,  from  the  testimony,  that  Gauthier  and  the  Indians 
returned  from  Washington  on  the  8th  of  March,  1859,  and  all  these 
provisions  were  distributed  before  that  time.  Powell  says  (p.  92) 
that  the  receipt  for  the  provisions  was  signed  by  the  Indians  before 
they  were  divided,  and  he  puts  the  time  of  the  division  in  March,  and 
thinks  it  was  before  the  Indians  returned  from  Washington. 

The  testimony  also  shows  that  there  was  a  rise  in  flour  after  March  1. 
Why,  then,  was  a  receipt,  which  was  actually  signed  the  first  week 
in  March,  dated  the  2l8t  day  of  April j  unless  it  was  to  claim  the  rise 
in  the  commodity  between  those  dates. 

It  is  true  we  did  not  show  the  price  Bonesteel  actually  paid  for  this 
flour  and  this  pork,  because  we  did  not  know  of  whom  he  purchased. 
He  knew  it,  and  could  have  established  <U  once  the  fairness  of  the 
transaction  by  showing  a  public  letting  of  a  contract  at  which  all  the 
dealers  in  a  rich  agricultural  country  had  an  opportunity  to  bid. 
Does  any  man  believe  that  if  such  a  letting  was  had,  Bonesteel  would 
not  have  shown  it?  Or,  if  it  was  had,  that  not  one  of  the  grain- 
dealers  who  were  examined  would  have  furnished  these  articles  at  a 
cheaper  rate,  and  so  more  of  them  ? 

It  is  of  no  consequence  whether  Bonesteel  put  this  money  into  his 
own  pocket  or  into  a  friend's.  The  wrong  to  the  Indians  is  the  same, 
and  the  dreadful  responsibility  for  the  starvation  of  this  people,  testi- 
fied to  by  so  many  of  the  Indians,  rests  the  same  upon  his  guilty  head. 

The  chief  Corrow,  (p.  40,)  a  Christian  Indian,  says,  *^  that  his  own 
little  children  had  nothing  to  eat  but  sugar ;  that  if  it  was  not  for 
that  gift  of  the  Almighty  they  would  starve." 

A-quo-no-ma  and  Keshena  both  testify  to  this  sufiering  among 
ihem.  All  this  transpires  while  their  agent,  intrusted  with  a  sacred 
fund,  embezzles  their  very  food,  and  an  American  government  de- 
clares him  ^^  entirely  exonerated." 

It  is  not  necessary  to  occupy  your  time  with  a  statement  of  the 
other  smaller  charges  proved  against  him.  He  kept  his  horse  upon 
^he  hay  and  grain  or  the  Menomonees  one  winter,  and  two  colts 
another  winter. — {Teaiimonyy  pp.  6,  10-13.) 

He  retains  Haas  as  farmer,  though  he  knew  that  Haas  was  trading 
"With  the  Indians  in  open  violation  of  law,  and,  though  the  proof  does 
not  show  it  positively,  yet  there  can  be  little  doubt,  with  full  knowl- 
^ge  of  Haas's  constant  system  of  petty  larcenies  described  by  the 
witnesses.  The  utter  want  of  confidence  in  him,  shown  by  all  the 
Indians  who  testified,  could  not  exist  without  some  reason  for  it. 

With  regard  to  charges  against  William  Powell,  the  interpreter, 
the  course  which  the  special  agent  pursued  prevented  all  adequate 
examination  of  them.  One  of  the  charges  was,  that  Powell  had  for 
many  years  lived  with  a  Menomonee  woman  as  his  wife,  and  that  she 
had  borne  him  children  ;  that  he  had  deserted  her,  and  thrown  them 
upon  the  tribe  for  support.     Although  the  woman  was  present  to  tAlV 
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ber  story,  the  special  agent  decided  that  it  did  not  come  within  the 
scop   of  his  instructioLs,  and  refused  to  hear  her. 

Another  charge  was,  that  Powell  had  told  the  Indians,  for  the  pa^ 
pose  of  defrauding  the  government,  that  when  making  an  application 
for  a  land  warrant,  under  the  act  of  1855,  they  must  say  that  ^*  Pe- 
po-ne-na"  was  a  child  of  a  deceased  warrior,  when,  iu  fact,  she  was  a 
grandchild,  and  so  not  entitled  to  a  warrant ;  and  that  he  inUrprdei 
to  Bonesteel  the  statement  that  Pe-po-ne-na  was  a  cAiM,  knowing  it 
to  be  false  of  his  own  knowle<)ge  ;  being  thus  guilty  of  subornation  of 
perjury. 

After  examining  one  witness,  (p.  51,)  who  sustained  the  charge  in 
every  particular,  he  refused  to  permit  me  to  examine  other  Indians 
who  had  heard  Powell's  statement ;  compelling  me  to  put  upon  the 
stand  only  the  very  Indian  witnesses  who  had  committ^  perjury  in 
obtaining  the  warrant.  He  afterwards  wrote  down  Powell's  statement 
concerning  the  same  matter  with  great  fullness.  He  decided  that  the 
testimony  of  those  Indians  wbo  heard  Powell  give  the  direction  to 
commit  this  crime  was  only  secondary  evidence,  and  inadmissible. 

The  explanation  which  Powell  gives  of  the  hay  and  oats  he  took 
for  his  cows  and  horse  i«  substantiated  by  Haas,  and  is,  briefly,  that 
they  borrowed  of  and  lent  to  each  other  the  property  of  the  Indians, 
without  measuring  or  weighings  each  reposing  a  sublime  confidence 
in  the  honesty  of  the  other  when  dealing  with  that  class  of  property. 
The  proof  is  pretty  plain  that  they  both  dealt  in  blank  vouchers, 
though  we  were  unable  to  show  to  what  extent. 

Powell  admits  that  he  refused  to  interpret  to  Bonesteel  the  Indians' 
complaint  about  the  schoolmaster,  Andrews,  because  '*  he  knew  him- 
self it  was  not  true,"  (p.  97.) 

Six  of  the  leading  chiefs  of  the  nation  testify  (pp.  17,  24,  38,  39, 
42,  ii\)  that  the  Indians  resolved  to  send  for  but  $3,000  to  buy  pro- 
visions, and  yet  Bonesteel  sent  for  $5,000.     Powell  says  (p.  88)  ths^^ 
they  sent  for  $5,000  because  the  Indians  wanted  that  amount.     It  i^ 
a  question  of  veracity  between  these  chiefs  and  the  interpreter,  WiL^ 
liam  Powell. 

I  am  willing  to  trust  the  decision  of  this  question  to  anybody  ba^^ 
Special  Agent  Pritchette. 

The  fact  that  Powell  is  one  of  the  persons  interested  in  the  claim^ 
which  are  now  being  prosecuted  against  this  tribe  of  Indians  ought  to^ 
exclude  him  rom  any  official  connexion  with  them. 

Keshena  testified  that  Powell,  at  Fond  du  Lac,  urged  upon  him  to  '^ 
allow  these  claims  in  an  indirect  way,  (p.  27})  but  Pritchette  ruled  it  ^ 
out  as  not  testimony,  and  refused  to  write  it  down. 

I  have  just  learned,  though  I  cannot  vouch  for  its  correctness,  that 
this  same  interpreter  is  now  engaged  in  concerting  plans  to  enforce 
the  payment  of  these  claims,  and  is  about  to  proceed  to  Fort  Wayne 
and  Washington  with  that  view. 

I  do  not  deem  it  necessary  to  occupy  your  time  with  a  consideration 
of  the  charges  against  Haas,  the  farmer.  In  his  own  testimony  he 
confesses  to  having  traded  with  the  Indians  habitually,  to  having  fed 
iiis  own  and  strangers'  horses  from  the  hay  and  grain  of  the  Indians, 
and  is  silent  upon  the  direct  charge  of  Tiko  (pp.  2  and  3)  that  he 
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used  the  floor  anrl  pork  raised  with  the  labor  and  the.  money  of  the 
Indians.  He  says,  indeed,  that  he  bought  as  much  hay  and  oats  as 
he  used ;  but  he  kept  it  as  common  stock,  mixing  his  own  property 
with  theirs,  in  a  manner  rendering  it  utterly  impossible  for  him  to 
determine  whether  he  was  using  their  property  or  not. 

Any  person  can  judge  whether  or  not  the  property  of  the  Indians 
would  suffer  from  such  management. 

There  must  be  something  radically  wrong,  either  in  the  system  or 
in  its  application,  which  subjects  the  Indians  to  the  expense  of  a 
*' farmer,"  at  a  large  salary,  with  constantly  occurring  ^^disburse- 
ments" for  a  series  of  years,  with  no  other  return  than  that  described 
by  their  witnesses. 

This  expense  has  so  far  divided  about  one  hundred  bushels  of  rye 
and  nearly  as  many  potatoes. 

Mr.  naas  has  been  the  farmer  four  years. 

The  special  agent  refused  to  permit  me  to  examine  any  of  Mr. 
Bonesteel's  youchers,  though  they  had  been  given  to  him  for  bovm 
purpose  by  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs.  He  exhibited  them 
upon  his  table  the  first  day,  apparently  in  the  '' original  package," 
and  that  is  all  I  saw  of  them. 

Accordingly,  I  do  not  know  whether  Mr.  Leach^  the  miller,  was 
paid  for  the  whole  year  of  1858  or  not.  The  proof  shows  (pp.  56  and  64) 
that  Leach  left  the  reservation  in  November,  1858,  declaring  that  he 
had  ^^  resigned,"  and  was  absent  about  five  months.  Upon  his  return 
he  declared  that  he  had  been  paid  for  all  the  time  he  was  absent. 
Mr.  Wetzel,  the  blacksmith,  testifies  (p.  57)  that  the  **pond"  was  open 
for  six  weeks  alter  Leach  left,  and  that  the  mill  was  run  by  another 
man. 

One  of  the  charges  against  both  Bonesteel  and  Powell  was,  that 
they  defrauded  the  government  by  knowingly  permitting  men  of  ma- 
ture age  to  apply  for  and  obtain  land  warants  as  miwyra, 

I  put  upon  the  stand  Mah-no-me-tah,  an  Indian  to  whom  a  land 
warrant  had  been  issued  as  the  minor  son  of  Wa-pa-non,  a  Menomo- 
nee  warrior.  He  was  manifestly  a  man  nearly  forty  years  of  age  ; 
yet  because  he  did  not  disclose  a  knowledge  of  the  nature  of  an  oath 
to  the  satisfaction  of  Mr.  Pritchette,  he  was  summarily  dismissed, 
Ms  testimony  not  taken,  and  the  evidence  furnished  by  his  personal 
appearance  hnt. 

In  considering  this,  you  must  bear  in  mind  that  Bonesteel  was 
present  when  this  man  made  his  application,  took  his  affidavit,  and  saw 
him. 

I  am  aware  that  this  investigation  failed  to  accomplish  all  that  was 
expected  of  it. 
We  labored  under  many  difficulties. 

We  could  not  compel  the  attendance  of  witnesses ;  in  two  cases 
white  men,  whose  knowledge  was  important  to  us,  refused  to  attend 
at  all. 

The  Indians  had  no  money  to  defray  any  expenses,  and  Mr.  Kershaw 
and  myself  were  obliged  to  advance  to  them. 

But  the  great  obstacle  was  the  gross  partiality  and  unfairness  of 
the  special  agent.     I  have  given  specimens  of  his  rulings  upon  test!- 
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testimony,  which  will  indicate  to  you  his  habitual  course.  His  yio- 
lence  of  temper  was  extreme,  and  the  whole  was  aggravated  by  the 
fact  that  during  the  last  days  of  the  examination  at  Fond  du  Im  he 
was  constantly  so  intoxicated  as  to  render  the  transaction  of  bnsiDess 
difficult  and  exceedingly  unpleasant. 

Fairness  and  justice  were  not  to  be  expected  from  a  mind  so  clouded 
by  ]»rejudice,  passion,  and  drunkenness. 

I  shall  not  dwell  upon  this  subject.     I  have  discharged  the  duty 
assigned  to  me  to  the  best  of  my  ability — I  regret  with  so  little  ben- 
efit to  this  suffering  tribe  of  Indians. 
I  am,  gentlemen,  very  truly  yours, 

JAMES  H.  HOWE. 

Hons.  Charles  Durese,  J.  R.  Doolittlb,  C.  C.  Washburn,  and 
John    F.  Potter,  Washington. 


Washington,  June  8, 1860. 

Sir:  In  conformity  with  your  letter  of  appointment  as  "  special 
agent  ior  the  investigation  of  certain  charges  against  the  official 
conduct  of  A.  D.  Bonesteel,  United  States  Indian  agent  at  Fond  dti 
Lac,"  Wisconsin,  and  in  obedience  to  your  instructions  of  the  13th  of 
lyiarch  last  for  the  discharge  of  my  duty  in  the  premises^  I  have  th^ 
honor  to  report: 

That  on  the  16th  of  March  last,  having  received  from  the  depart^ 
ment  the  papers  necessary  for  the  prosecution  of  the  investigatioiR 
intrusted  to  me,  I  on  that  day  left  the  city  of  Washington  for  Fond 
du  Lac,  by  the  way  of  Chicago  at  which  place  your  instructions 
directed  me  to  inquire  whether  the  physical  condition  of  Mr.  Bone- 
sttel  would  justify  the  immediate  proceeding  with  the  investigation. 

On  my  arrival  at  Chicago^  I  repaired  at  once  to  the  office  of  Dr. 
Brainard,  the  surgeon  of  Mr.  Bonesteel,  and  ascertained  he  was  in 
Fond  du  Lac.  1  consequently  immediately  proceeded  thither,  and 
waited  upon  him  at  his  residence.  I  found  that,  although  partially 
recovered  irom  the  dislocation  of  the  hip  joint,  the  result  of  a  rail- 
road accident,  which  had  not  been  reduced  until  six  weeks  after  its 
occurrence,  he  was  still  suffering  from  a  paralysis  of  the  right  leg, 
and  consequently,  in  my  judgment,  utterly  unfit  to  undertake  a  land 
travel  of  upwards  of  one  hundred  miles  over  the  worst  possible  roads, 
as  I  was  then  informed,  and  afterwards  ascertained,  for  a  great  portion 
of  the  distance.  Upon  consultation  with  his  physician,  he  favored 
my  view  of  the  case;  but  upon  the  earnest  representations  of  Mr. 
Bonesteel,  that  his  anxiety  to  meet  the  charges  against  him,  in  person, 
would,  upon  being  debarred  therei'rom,  be  more  detrimental  to  his 
health  than  the  journey,  he  gave  a  reluctant  consent  to  his  wishes. 

Having,  on  the  authority  of  Dr.  John  Wiley^  a  member  of  the  legis- 
lature of  Wisconsin,  corroborated  by  Mr.  Bonesteel,  telegraphed  to 
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on  on  the  22d  of  March  that  the  Indians  were  suffering  for  want  of 
rovisions,  and  having  received  your  despatch  in  reply  on  the  next 
ay,  authorizing  the  purchase  of  fifty  barrels  of  pork  and  two  hun- 
red  sacks  of  flour  for  their  relief,  I  on  that  day  purchased  forty-eight 
arrels  of  pork  and  two  hundred  sacks  of  flour,  contracted  for  its 
ransportation  to  the  Menomonee  reservation,  and  on  the  same  day, 
lie  23d  of  March  last,  proceeded,  in  company  with  Agent  Bonesteel 
nd  his  attorney,  Isaac  S.  Tallmadge,  esq.,  twenty  miles  by  rail- 
oad  to  Oshkosh,  and  thence,  there  being  no  public  conveyance,  by 
)rivate  conveyance  to  Keshena,  the  Indian  village  on  the  reservation, 
irhich  was  reached  on  the  evening  of  the  26th  of  the  same  month. 

On  the  next  day  I  held  a  council  with  the  chiefs  and  headmen  of 
the  Menomonees,  a  memorandum  of  which  is  herewith  presented, 
marked  (A,)  from  which  it  will  appear  that  they  desired  to  postpone 
the  investigation  until  the  arrival  of  the  provisions  which  they  alleged 
had  been  promised  their  delegation  at  Washington,  and  until  the  ar- 
rival of  W.  J.  Ktrshaw,  who  had  accompanied  it  thither  as  their  at- 
torney, should  be  present. 

For  obvious  reasons  their  request  for  a  postponement  until  the  ar- 
rival rf  the  provisions  was  peremptorily  refused,  and  the  inquiry  made 
of  them  how  long  a  postponement  would  be  necessary  to  insure  the 
presence  of  Mr.  Kershaw.  They  asked  one  day  to  determine,  which 
was  granted,  and  on  the  succe^ing  day  convened  in  council  and  in- 
formed me  that  a  delay  of  five  days  would  be  ample,  which  was  ac- 
corded to  them,  and  the  investigation  was  postponed  accordingly  until 
Thursday,  the  3d  of  April  last.  A  memorandum  of  this  council  is 
lierewith  presented,  marked  (B.)  In  conformity  with  this  arrange- 
ment, notices  were  posted  at  lour  difi^erent  places  in  Keshena,  also  at 
the  trading  post  of  ueorge  Cown,  four  miles  distant,  and  at  Shawano, 
the  county  seat^  distant  eight  miles  from  the  reservation.  A  copy  of 
this  notice  is  herewith  presented,  marked  (C.) 

On  the  2d  of  April  James  H.  Howe,  attorney  general  of  the  State 
of  Wisconsin,  presented  himself  in  the  stead  of  Mr.  Kershaw,  as  the 
attorney  of  the  Indians,  to  whom  my  instructions  were  exhibited,  and 
^t  his  request  a  copy  of  the  letter  of  the  honorable  the  senators  and 
t&embers  of  Congress  from  Wisconsin,  setting  forth  the  charges 
gainst  Mr.  Bonesteel,  was  furnished  to  him. 

No  person  '^residing  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Indians"  presented  him- 
^If  with  the  authority  of  those  gentlemen,  as  contemplated  in  your 
^distractions,  ^^to  aflbrd  me  all  the  facilities  in  his  power,  and  to  be 
[>resent  and  cross-examine  the  witnesses,"  I  determined  to  proceed 
B^thout  such  aid  on  the  day  fixed  in  the  public  notice. 

As  preliminary  thereto,  Mr.  Howe  requested  in  writing  a  scrutiny 
of  all  the  vouchers  during  the  official  term  of  Mr.  Bonesteel.  His 
Wter,  marked  (D,)  together  with  a  copy  of  my  reply,  marked  (E,)  are 
Wewith  presented,  as  also  a  second  letter  from  him,  asking  copies  of 
tbe  vouchers  relating  to  the  ^'Central  Farm,"  herewith  presented 
marked  (F,)  together  with  my  reply  thereto,  marked  (G.) 

The  general  ground  of  my  refusal  to  allow  this  scrutiny,  as  stated 
in  my  answer  to  his  request,  was,  that  the  vouchers  were  intrusted  to 
me  to  test  their  accuracy^  where  the  evidence  adduced  caLVodi  \\iQ\£L\xi 
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their  chiefs  have  refused  to  ask  from  this  agent  the  necessary  seed  for 
planting.  He  has,  however,  made  the  necessary  purchases,  having 
reason  to  believe  that  their  people  will  receive  them,  and  being  unwil- 
ling that  they  should  suffer  from  their  folly.  That  portion  of  the 
reserve  on  which  they  are  located  is  comparatively  sterile  and  inhospita- 
ble ;  last  year  their  crops  were  almost  entirely  cut  off  by  the  frosts.  It 
is  to  be  hoped  that  it  may  not  be  deemed  unbecoming  to  suggest  that 
the  policy  of  the  department,  which  has  been  attended  with  results  so 
happy  with  other  Indian  tribes,  should  be  pursued  with  these.  The 
system  of  allotments  of  land  in  severalty,  and  the  application  of  the 
proceeds  of  their  surplus  land  for  the  purposes  of  agricultural  improve- 
ment, cannot  fail  to  better  their  condition.  The  brothertons,  in  their 
vicinity,  ezhibii  a  striking  contrast  in  intelligence  and  industry,  and 
consequent  prosperity. 

The  conduct  of  Agent  Bonesteel  toward  these  people  has  been  pater- 
nal in  the  extreme.  Every  intelligent  witness  questioned  upon  the 
subject,  as  will  appear  from  the  evidence,  concurs  in  bearing  witness 
to  the  kind  treatment  they  have  uniformly  received  at  his  hands. 
If  any  fault  can  be  laid  to  his  charge^  it  is  an  over  indulgence  in  his 
desire  to  gratify  and  serve  them.  But  in  the  vocabulary  of  the  Indian 
there  is  said  to  be  no  word  expressive  of  thanks ;  and  if  the  word 
gratitude  evf  r  existed  in  the  language  of  the  Menomonees,  it  is  now 
expunged  or  obsolete. 

I  cannot  refrain  from  adding,  in  justice  to  a  meritorious  public 
officer,  so  harshly  assailed  and  so  vindictively  pursued,  that  when  the 
character  of  the  testimony  is  considered,  prompted  and  dictated  by 
venality  and  malevolence,  prepared,  embodied,  and  guided  by  the 
highest  professional  acumen,  so  clear  and  absolute  a  vindication  of 
Agent  Bonesteel  as  this  investigation  presents  is  a  rare  triumph  of 
official  and  personal  integrity,  which  justifies  and  sanctions  the  confi- 
dence of  the  government,  and  commends  him  anew  to  the  esteem  and 
respect  of  all  good  men. 

AH  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

KINTZING  PRITCHETTE, 
Special  Agent  Indian  Department. 

Hon.  A.  B.  Orbenwood, 

CommiwUmer  of  Indian  Affairs. 


A. 

Memnranda  of  a  conversation  held  on  the  2*Jth  day  of  Marchj  1860,  ai 
KesJienp,  the  Indian  village  on  the  Menomonee  reserve^  Wisconsin,  with 
Osh'k^henornUy  {The  Young  Man,)  one  of  the  late  delegation  to  Wash- 
ingtouj  and  one  of  the  chiefs^  together  with  several  of  the  second  chiefs^ 
or  headmen  f  of  the  Menomonee  tribe. 

They  commenced  by  inquiring  respecting  the  provisions  which  they 
heard  had  been  purchased.  In  answer,  they  were  informed  that  200 
sacks  of  fiour  and  48  barrels  of  pork  had  been  purchased  at  Fond  da 
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The  witnesses,  howerer,  were  freqaently  interrapted  and  prompted 
by  individaals  from  the  body  of  the  council,  though  in  every  instance 
checked  by  the  special  agent,  and  warned  of  its  impropriety.  In  one 
case,  the  witness,  Shononee^  after  his  deposition  had  been  perfected 
and  he  had  taken  his  seat,  returned  and  requested  that  his  evidence 
ahonld  be  so  changed  as  to  contradict  a  material  fact  to  which  he  had 
sworn,  which  was  accordingly  done.  Thiet  contradiction  was  made 
by  him,  according  to  his  own  confession,  as  appears  from  the  testimony 
of  William  Powell,  the  United  States  interpreter,  because  he  was 
afraid  of  his  people,  who  had  scolded  him  for  telling  the  truth. 

The  practice  of  interrupting  and  dictating  to  the  witnesses  under 
examination  still  continuing,  the  special  agent  distinctly  announced 
to  the  council  that  on  a  single  recurrence  of  this  conduct  he  would 
examine  each  witness  separate  and  apart.  At  the  opening  of  the 
oouncil  the  next  day  the  warning  and  expressed  determination  of  the 
special  agent  on  this  subject  was  repeated  to  the  council.  Neverthe- 
less, during  th?  afternoon,  while  one  of  the  chiefs  was  under  exami- 
nation, he  was  loudly  interrupted  and  prompted;  whereupon  the 
investigation  was  at  once  adjourned  to  the  next  day,  and  the  Indians 
informed  that  thenceforth  the  examination  of  the  witnesses  would  be 
made  separate  and  apart ;  and  this  course  was  pursued  to  the  close  of 
the  investigation. 

From  the  license  given  to  the  complainants  in  the  production  and 
examination  of  witnesses  the  testimony  is  necessarily  voluminous. 
It  is  therefore  proposed  in  this  report  to  present  the  testimony  upon 
each  charge  it  is  intended  to  support  in  the  language  in  which  it  is 
given,  in  connexion  with  the  r«}butting  testimony  relating  thereto, 
with  reference  to  the  number  of  each  deposition  quoted,  in  order  that 
the  accuracy  of  the  extracts  therefrom  may  be  readily  tested. 

Before  proceeding  with  this  branch  of  the  subject,  it  is  proper  to 
state  that,  at  the  close  of  the  examination  of  the  witnesses  at  Keshena, 
on  the  Menomonee  reservation,  a  request  was  made  by  Mr.  Howe,  the 
attorney  for  the  complainants,  that  an  adjournment  should  be  made, 
to  a  given  day,  to  Fond  du  Lac,  to  enable  him  to  produce  testimony 
at  that  point  to  show  the  market  price  of  flour  and  pork  there  at  the 
time  of  its  purchase  by  Agent  Bonesteel,  and  also  the  current  price 
of  land  warrants  disposed  of  by  him  on  behalf  of  the  Indians.  This^ 
^ith  the  ready  consent  of  Mr.  Bonesteel,  was  accorded,  and  the  inves- 
"iigation  adjourned,  to  be  reopened  at  that  place,  for  the  purposes 
iiamed,  on  the  20th  of  April,  when  it  was  a^ain  entered  upon,  and 
dosed  on  the  following  day,  with  the  exception  of  the  deposition  of 
Isaac  a.  Tallmadge,  esq.,  who  had  aided  the  agent  in  framing  the 
application  for  land  warrants  for  the  services  ot  the  Menomonees  in 
the  Black  Hawk  war,  which,  with  the  consent  of  Mr.  Howe,  was 
allowed  to  be  taken  ex  parte  at  a  more  convenient  season. 

The  charges  against  Agent  Bonesteel,  as  exhibited  by  the  testimony 
intended  to  support  them,  will  be  properly  first  presented  for  examina- 
tion. 

These  appear  to  be  as  follows : 

Charge  1.  That  he  allowed  the  money  of  the  Indians  to  be  taken 
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iDvestigation  should  not  commeDce  until  the  provisions  should  ar- 
rive, and  Mr.  Kershaw  be  present. 
I  told  him  and  the  rest,  in  reply,  that  to  wait  for  the  arrival  of  the 

Krovisions  was  out  of  the  question,  and  requested  to  be  informed  when 
[r.  Kershaw  was  expected. 

It  was  answered  that  they  did  not  know. 

I  then  requested  that  Mr.  Gauthier,  the  interpreter  who  had  accom- 
panied the  delegation  to  Washington,  should  be  sent  for. 

On  Mr.  Gauthier  presenting  himself  I  inquired  of  him  what  arrange- 
ment Mr.  Kershaw  had  made  with  the  Indians  for  his  presence  here 
and  conducting  the  investigation  on  their  behalf. 

He  replied  that  he  had  understood  from  him  that  he  was  going 
home  and  would  come  immediately  thence  to  the  reservation. 

I  then  inquired  what  they  would  consider  a  reasonable  length  of 
time  to  await  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Kershaw. 

They  replied  (after  consultation)  five  days  ;  and  that  if  he  did  not 
come  by  that  time  they  would  not  expect  him. 

I  then  told  them  that  I  would  wait  that  time ;  and  that  if  Mr.  Ker- 
shaw was  not  then  present,  I  now  notified  them,  and  requested  them  to 
notify  all  others  who  knew  anything  of  the  transactions  complained 
of,  to  present  themselves  to  testify,  and  that  in  the  absence  of  Mr. 
Kershaw  they  might  select  some  proper  person  to  conduct  the  invee- 
tigation  on  their  part. 

With  this  arrangement  they  expressed  themselves  fully  satisfied. 

KINTZING  PRITCHETTE, 

Special  Jgtnt. 


C. 

NoncE, 

Whereas  an  investigation  of  certain  charges  against  the  official  con- 
duct of  A.  D.  Bonesteel,  United  States  Indian  agent,  at  Fond  du  Lac, 
has  been  ordered  by  the  Indian  department  of  the  United  States  : 

Now,  therefore,  all  persons  having  any  knowledge  of  the  transac- 
tions complained  of  are  hereby  notified  to  be  and  appear  at  the  school- 
house  at  Keshena,  on  Tuesday,  the  3d  day  of  April  next,  at  10  o'clock 
a.  m.,  at  which  time  and  place  the  said  investigation  will  be  com- 
menced, and  be  continued  from  day  to  day  until  all  the  testimony 
necessary  to  a  iuU  and  impartial  examination  of  all  the  matters 
charged  shall  be  completed. 

KINTZING  PRITCHETTE, 

Special  Agenty  Indian  Department. 

March  31,  1860. 


D. 

Kbbhena,  AprUZ,  1860. 

Dear  Sir  :  Should  you  still  adhere  to  the  determination  expressed 
by  you  to  me  last  evening,  not  to  allow  me  to  examine  the  vouchers 
connected  with  the  administration  of  the  affairs  of  the  Menomonee 
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Shonion,  a  second  chief,  testifies,  (deposition  No.  2:)  '^  That  a  year 
ago  last  fall  Ka-ka-tack  received  his  money  ;  he  saw  him  go  out  into 
the  street  to  the  store  of  Cown,  an  Indian  trader,  where  he  saw  Greorge 
Cown  and  his  wife  grab  Ka-ka-tack  and  take  bis  money  from  him, 
aDd  that  Cown  pat  the  money  in  his  pocket."  '*  Mr.  Bonesteel  was 
not  present  at  this  transaction — he  had  gone  home  to  his  office  This 
is  the  only  time  he  saw  anything  of  the  kind.  That  he  and  others 
complained  to  Mr.  Bonesteel  that  their  money  was  taken  away  by 
force  by  the  traders.  Keshena  was  one  of  those  who  told  Mr.  Bone- 
steel in  his  office.  The  interpreter  of  what  they  told  him  was  William 
Powell,  the  United  States  interpreter.  The  only  person  complained 
of  by  him  and  others  to  Mr.  Bonesteel  was  Mr.  Cown."  *^That  he 
has  never  heard  Mr.  Bonesteel.  previous  to  the  payments,  tell  the 
Indians  that  if  the  traders  molested  them  regarding  their  money  he 
would  attend  to  the  matter." 

O-ka-ma-sha  testifies  (deposition  No.  3:)  ''  That  he  does  not  know 
of  any  difficulty  the  Indians  have  had  with  the  traders  about  money; 
that  he  has  heard  of  one  with  Tah-wan-sa-bone,  and  no  one  else.' 

Talbott  Prickett,  an  Indian  trader,  (deposition  No.  25,)  also  pro- 
duced on  the  part  of  the  complainants,  testifies:  ^'That  he  was 
formerly  a  resident  trader  on  the  Menomonee  reservation."  ^'That 
the  deponent  knows  of  no  instance  where  the  money  of  an  Indian 
has  been  taken  away  by  force  at  the  annuity  payments."  *'  That  at 
the  Indian  councils,  previous  to  the  payment  ot  their  annuities,  he  has 
heard  Mr.  Bonesteel  tell  the  council  that  if  any  of  the  traders  took 
money  away  from  them,  or  any  other  persons  did  so,  they  should 
oome  and  tell  him;  that  he  had  no  favors  to  ask  of  the  traders,  and 
none  to  grant  them." 

In  answer  to  this  charge,  the  following  rebutting  testimony  was 
produced  on  the  part  of  Agent  Bonesteel : 

William  Powell,  United  States  interpreter,  (deposition  No.  36,) 
testifies:  ^^That  no  complaint  has  ever  been  made  to  deponent  by 
Shonion  and  Keshena  that  the»  money  of  any  Indian  had  been  taken 
away  by  force,  nor  to  the  agent  through  him,  the  deponent ;  and 
that  the  agent,  before  commencing  their  annuity  payments,  would 
tell  the  chiefs  that  they  should  advise  their  young  men  to  be  honest 
and  pay  their  just  debts  to  the  traders  on  the  ground  living  amongst 
them ;  and  that  if  any  of  the  traders,  or  any  others  of  the  whites, 
should  take  any  of  their  money  by  force,  they  should  come  and  report 
to  him,  and  that  they  should  be  attended  to  ;  that  he,  the  agent,  had 
no  favors  to  ask  ot  the  traders,  and  none  to  grant." 

Gfeorge  Cown,  the  person  charged  with  having  taken  the  money  of 
the  Indian,  Eah-koutch,  swears,  ( deposition  No.  37 :  )  '^  That  he 
knew  Ea-koutch,  a  Menomonee  Indian,  (now  deceased ;)  tbat  deponent 
was  at  the  annuity  payment  a  year  ago  last  fall ;  that  he  saw  Ea- 
kontch  at  that  payment ;  that  he  did  not  take  any  money  away  from 
him  at  that  time ;  that  he  has  never,  at  any  time,  at  any  annuity  pay- 
ment made  by  Agent  Bonesteel,  taken  money  from  any  Indian  by 
force.  That  at  the  payment  of  the  two  first  annuities  by  Agent 
Bonesteel  to  the  Menomonees,  he,  deponent,  heard  said  ageat  say  1^ 
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the  Indians,  that  they  should  not  let  the  traders  take  their  money 
from  them;  and  if  they  did  so,  to  tell  him." 

George  F.  Wright,  of  Oskosh,  (deposition  No.  38,)  testifies :  **That 
he,  deponent,  has  been  frequently  on  the  Menomonee  reservation,  and 
has  attended  all  the  annuity  payments  since  A.  D.  Bonesteel  has 
been  the  agont  of  the  Menomonees ;  that  he  has  never  known  of  any  in- 
stance at  those  payments  in  which  the  traders  have  taken  money  from 
the  Indians  by  force." 

Joseph  S.  Cavert,  Indian  trader  on  the  reservation,  (deposition 
No.  39,)  testifies :  *<That  deponent  has  been  present  at  the  three  an- 
nuity payments  to  the  Menomonees  made  by  Agent  Bonesteel— all 
that  have  been  made  by  him  during  his  term  of  office ;  that  the  said 
agent  has  always  told  the  Indians  that  if  any  undue  measures  were 
taken  by  the  traders  at  these  payments  to  get  their  money  away  from 
them  to  report  to  him." 

Charles  D.  Ambrose,  clerk  to  Joseph  8.  Cavert,  (deposition  No. 
41,)  testifies  :  *'  That  he,  deponent,  has  been  present  at  the  three  an- 
nuity payments  made  by  the  Indian  agent,  A.  D.  Bonesteel,  to  the 
Menomonee  Indians,  being  all  of  the  payments  made  by  him  since 
he  took  charge  of  the  asency  ;  that  he  has  heard  Mr.  Bonesteel,  in 
the  council  house,  tell  the  Indians  that  if  any  of  the  traders  took 
their  money  from  them  by  force  to  let  him  know,  and  that  he  would 
attend  to  them;  that  the  Indians  have  also  said  in  the  hearineof 
deponent  that  Mr.  Bonesteel  had  so  told  them ;  that  deponent  nas 
some  knowledge  of  the  language  of  the  Menomonees ;  and  that  the 
deponent  has  heard  the  United  States  interpreter,  William  Powell, 
interpret  to  the  Indians  what  Mr  Bonesteel  told  them  with  respect 
to  tne  traders  aforesaid." 

In  support  of  the  2d  charge,  to  wit :  That  he  neglected  to  inform 
the  Indians,  on  the  receipt  ot  their  annuities,  of  the  gross  amonnt 
thereof,  and  the  amount  per  capita,  payable  to  them — 

Ke-she-na,  the  second  chief,  (deposition  No.  10,^  produced  in  sup- 
port of  this  charge,  testifies :  ^'T  hat  Mr.  Bonesteel  never  tells  theni) 
when  he  comes  to  make  payment  ot  their  mone;s,  what  the  amount 
is  which  is  to  be  paid  to  them,  as  was  the  custom  with  the  former 
agents." 

In  answer  to  this  charge,  the  following  rebutting  testimony  waB 
produced  on  the  part  of  Agent  Bonesteel: 

William  Powell,  United  States  interpreter,  (deposition  No  36,) 
testifies:  '^That  the  said  agent  would  state  the  amount  of  mone/ 
which  he  said  the  Commissioner  had  sent  to  pay  them  ;  that  most  gen'' 
erally  the  Indians  would  be  the  first  to.  ask  how  much  they  were  to 
receive  per  capita  ;  that  the  agent  would  tell  them  how  much  it  wa^ 
per  capita." 

George  Cown  (deposition  No.  37)  testifies:  ^'That  he  has  attended 
all  the  annuity  payments  made  by  Agent  Bonesteel,  except  on  the  first 
day  of  the  payment  last  fall ;  that  except  on  that  occasion,  at  which 
he  was  not  present  the  first  day,  he  always  heard  Agent  Bonesteel, 
before  he  commenced  paying  the  annuity,  state  to  the  Indians  the 
amount  of  the  annuity  which  was  to  be  paid  to  them^  and  also  how 
much  each  of  them  were  to  receive." 
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Joseph  S.  Cavert  (deposition  No.  39)  testifies:  ''That  he  has  been 
present  at  all  the  annuity  payments  made  by  Mr.  Bonesteel,  and 
that  the  said  agent  has  always  told  them  the  amount  of  money  he 
had  brought  to  pay  them,  and  likewise  how  much  they  were  to  receive 
per  capita." 

Charles  D.  Ambrose  (deposition  No.  41)  testifies:  ''  That  he  does 
not  remember  whether  he  was  in  the  council  house  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  first  annuity  payment  by  Mr.  Bonesteel,  but  at  the  last 
two  payments  he  remembers  distinctly  having  heard  the  agent,  Mr. 
Bonesteel,  tell  the  Indians  the  whole  amount  of  the  annuity  they 
were  to  receive ;  that  he  does  not  remember  to  have  heard  him  tell 
the  Indians  how  much  they  were  to  receive  per  capita ;  that  he,  depo- 
nent, has  no  recollection  on  that  point,  whether  the  agent  did  or  did 
not  tell  them  how  much  they  were  to  receive  per  capita." 

In  support  of  the  3d  charge,  to  wit :  That  he  kept  a  horse  and  two 
colts  in  the  Menomonee  barn^  on  the  hay  and  grain  belonging  to  the 
Indians — 

Samuel  Ti-ko,  a  Menomonee  Indian,  (deposition  No.  4^)  testifies  : 
''  That  three  colts  and  a  horse  were  kept  in  the  Indian  barn  durinff 
the  winter  of  1858-'59,  the  colts  were  two  of  them  spring  colts,  and 
the  other  coming  two  years  ;  that  they  were  fed  on  the  Menomonee 
hay  and  oats  that  was  in  the  barn ;  that  two  of  the  spring  colts  belonged 
to  Mr.  Bonesteel,  and  were  kept  all  winter." 

Joseph  Pe-na-sha,  a  Menomonee  Indian,  (deposition  No.  13,)  testi- 
fies :  '*  That  Mr.  Bonesteel  had  a  mare  in  the  barn  the  first  winter  he 
worked  for  Mr.  Haas;  that  it  was  fed  on  hay  and  oats." 

In  answer  to  this  charge,  the  follonring  testimony  was  produced  on 
the  part  of  Agent  Bonesteel : 

Frederick  Haas,  farmer  to  the  agency,  (deposition  No.  43,)  testi- 
fies:  ''  That  there  was  also  kept  in  the  said  barn  a  mare,  the  property 
of  Mr.  Bonesteel,  then  residing  on  the  reserve,  from  the  month  of 
November  until  the  month  of  March  in  the  said  year,  (1857-'58,)  and 
a  colt,  the  property  of  deponent^  kept  therein  during  the  said  winter  ; 
that  for  the  feed  of  the  said  mare  Mr.  Bonesteel  sent  from  Fond  du 
Lac  to  the  agency  from  twenty-five  to  thirty  bushels  of  oats ;  that 
the  said  mare  was  fed  from  the  common  stock  of  Menomonee  hay, 
and  that  tor  the  feed  of  his  colt  deponent  purchased  hay  and  oats ; 
that  there  was  also  another  colt  purchased  by  Mr.  Bonesteel,  which 
^as  kept  in  the  said  barn  for  two  or  three  weeks  during  said  winter  ; 
that  the  oats  sent  up  by  Mr.  Bonesteel  were  not  kept  separate,  and 
that  the  oats  purchased  as  aforesaid  by  deponent  were  not  kept  separate 
&om  the  common  Menomonee  stock  of  oats ;  that  the  hay  was  also 
kept  in  the  same  manner  ;  that  he,  deponent,  kept  no  separate  account 
of  the  hay  und  oats  used  as  aforesaid,  but  that  he,  deponent,  always 
bought  enough  to  supply  any  deficiency  created  by  the  use  of  the  hay 
and  oats,  the  property  of  the  Indians  ;  that  the  oats  sent  up  by  Mr. 
Bonesteel,  for  the  use  of  his  mare  and  colt,  were  sent  up  some  time 
after  they  were  in  said  barn.  The  deponent  estimates  the  amount 
fed  to  them  previous  to  the  arrival  of  the  oats  by  the  daily  quantity 
which  he  gave  them." 
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In  support  of  the  4th  charge,  to  wit :  That  he  allowed  one  of  the 
employes,  Frederick  Haas,  to  trade  with  the  Indians — 

Samuel  Tiko,  (deposition  No.  4,)  testifies :  '^  That  Haas  told  him, 
deponent,  that  Prickett  and  Mr.  Cavert,  Indian  traders,  had  com- 
plained of  his  selling  to  the  Indians." 

Talbott  Prickett  (deposition  No.  25)  testifies:  '|That  he  thinks  that 
a  year  ago  last  sammer  he  had  a  conversation  with  the  United  States 
Indian  agent,  Mr.  Bonesteel,  about  Mr.  Haas,  the  farmer,  trading 
with  the  Indians  ;  deponent  and  Mr.  Oavert,  also  an  Indian  trader 
residing  on  the  reservation,  complained  to  him  that  Haas  was  trading 
with  the  Indians ;  that  Mr.  Bonesteel  assured  them,  in  reply,  that  he 
would  see  Mr.  Haas  did  not  do  so  any  more  ;  and  that  subsequently, 
he  thinks  it  was  going  down  the  river,  Mr.  Bonesteel  told  deponent 
that  he  had  spoken  to  Mr.  Haas,  and  told  him  that  if  he  did  not  dis- 
continue trading  with  the  Indians  he  would  immediately  discharge 
him  ;  to  the  knowledge  of  deponent  Haas  purchased  furs  of  the  Indians 
with  money  ;  this  was  after  deponent  had  spoken  to  Mr.  Bonesteel ; 
the  deponent  thinks  the  purchase  was  made  by  Haas  with  money  left 
with  him  by  Strauss,  a  fur  dealer,  then  of  Milwaukie,  now  of  Menomo- 
nee  ;  that  he,  the  deponent,  told  Mr.  Bonesteel  that  he,  Haas,  bought 
furs ;  that  he  had  but  one  conversation  with  Mr.  Bonesteel  aboat 
Haas  trading  with  the  Indians,  and  that  he  does  not  know  that  Mr. 
Bonesteel  had  any  knowledge  of  Haas  trading  with  the  Indians." 

Joseph  M.Ostroph  (deposition  No.  26^  testifies:  ^'That  he, deponent, 
complained  to  Mr.  Bonesteel,  at  Fond  du  Lac,  that  Haas  was  trading 
with  the  Indians  ;  that  Mr.  Bonesteel  told  him,  deponent,  at  Fond  da 
Lac,  when  he  complained  of  Haas's  trading,  that  he  was  jealous  of 
him  because  he  was  making  a  little  money." 

In  answer  to  this  charge,  William  Powell,  United  States  interpreter, 
produced  on  the  part  of  Agent  Bonesteel,  (deposition  No.  36,) 
testifies:  ''That  the  general  reputation  of  Joseph  M.  Ostroph  for 
truth  and  honesty  is  very  bad  amongst  the  Indians  and  whites  resid* 
ing  on  the  reservation.  " 

Qeorge  Cown  (deposition  No.  37)  testifies:  ''That  he  knows  Joseph 
M.  Ostroph,  and  that  all  say  his  character  for  truth  and  honesty  ii 
bad ;  that  he,  deponent,  would  not  believe  him  under  oath ;  that 
deponent  says  so  from  his  own  knowledge  of  Ostroph,  and  froin 
what  the  people  say  of  him." 

Joseph  S.  Oavert  (deposition  No.  39)  testifies :  "  That  he,  depo- 
nent, has  lived  on  the  reservation  about  a  year  and  a  half,  and  fre- 
quently back  and  forward ;  that  he  knows  Joseph  M.  Ostroph,  and 
that  his  general  reputation  for  truth  is  bad,  and  that  from  his  general 
reputation  he,  deponent,  would  not  believe  him  under  oath." 

Louis  Goldstucker,  schoolmaster  for  the  Menomonee  school^  (depo- 
sition No.  40,)  testifies :  "That  deponent  knows  Joseph  M.  Ostroph ; 
has  known  him  these  three  months ;  that  his  reputation,  bo  far  aa 
deponent  can  hear  amongst  the  people  here,  is  bad;  from  what 
deponent  has  heard  of  him  he  would  not  believe  him  under  oath." 

Charles  D.  Ambrose  ^deposition  No.  41)  testifies :  '^That  he,  depo- 
nent;  is  acquainted  witn  Joseph  M.  Ostroph,  and  that  his  general 
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putation  for  troth  is  bad  ;  that  from  his  general  reputation  he  must 
y  that  he  would  not  believe  him  under  oath." 
Frederick  Haas  (deposition  No.  43)  testifies:  ''That  deponent 
ipplied  the  hands  employed  on  the  farm  with  provisions,  for  which 
3  received  payment,  and  that  this  was  done  at  the  solicitation  of  the 
rm  hands ;  that  deponent  exchanged  potatoes  (which  he  had 
irchased)  with  the  Indians  for  sugar  for  his  own  use ;  that  S. 
urauss  left  three  hundred  dollars  with  deponent  one  year  ago  last 
inter,  for  the  purchase  of  furs  from  the  traders  ;  that  he,  said  depo- 
ent,  gave  the  money  to  Joseph  Gauthier,  who  purchased  for  deponent 
irs  to  the  value  of  seventy  dollars,  and  returned  the  balance  to 
3ponent,  which  he,  deponent,  returned  to  Mr.  Strauss." 
in  support  of  the  5th  charge,  to  wit:  That  he  bought  provisions 
^r  the  Indians  at  private  sale  at  greater  rates  than  the  market  prices, 
le  testimony  is  confined  to  the  maintenance  of  the  second  branch  of 
le  charge;  none  whatever  was  produced  to  prove  that  the  provisions 
ere  purchased  '^at  private  sale." 

Herman  Nabor  (deposition  No.  6)  testifies:  ''That  deponent  sold 
our  in  the  month  of  January  in  that  year,  (1859,)  at  the  village  of 
hawano,  at  six  and  a  half  to  seven  dollars  a  barrel;  small  lots  at 
etail  might  have  reached,  for  the  best  quality,  seven  dollars  and  a 
uarter  a  barrel.  That  the  flour  sold  by  deponent  in  January,  1859, 
ras  brought  to  him  from  Mayville,  Dodge  county,  Wisconsin  ;  the 
lour  was  manufactured  for  deponent  out  of  grain  purchased  by  him- 
elf  and  partner  ;  that  the  name  of  the  firm  is  Nabor  &  Buedebusch  ; 
hat  the  price  of  flour  frequently  fluctuated ;  the  price  of  flour  fluctuated 
emarkably  during  that  year,  which  he  attributes  to  the  existence  of 
;he  European  war  ;  the  price  of  flour  might  have  fluctuated  in  Fond  du 
Lac  during  the  month  of  January,  1859,  without  the  deponent 
knowing  anything  about  it ;  that  the  firm  of  which  deponent  is  a  mem- 
ber sold  pork  at  Shawano  during  the  winter  of  1859,  at  twenty  dollars 
per  barrel ;  that  the  pork  so  sold  was  also  brought  from  Mayville  ;  that 
he,  the  deponent's  partner,  purchased  the  pork  and  flour  so  sold  ;  that 
the  firm  has  a  store  there  and  a  store  in  Shawano  ;  that  the  firm  pack 
their  pork  for  sale,  and  buy  only  when  short ;  that  it  is  the  course  of 
the  business  of  the  said  firm  to  take  advantage  of  the  market  as  to 
prices  paid." 

Wau-pe-nash-cum  (deposition  No.  15)  testifies  :  "  That  he  bought 
some  flour  at  Keshena  a  week  before  the  provisions  were  distributed, 
tor  which  he  paid  three  dollars  per  sack,  from  a  man  who  had  it  in  a 
Bled  in  the  street ;  that  he  paid  the  money  for  the  flour." 

William  C.  Frederick  (deposition  No.  29)  testifies:  "That  he 
resides  in  Oshkosh,  and  has  been  a  resident  therein  for  the  last  three 
years;  that  his  business  for  that  time  has  been  flouring — that  is,  making 
ilour  and  merchandising  ;  that  on  the  first  day  of  February^  1859,  the 
selling  price,  at  wholesale,  was  $2  62^  per  sack  ;  that  on  the  4th  day 
ottrie  same  month  the  deponent  sold  thirty-two  sacks  of  superfine 
spring  wheat  flour  at  $2  25  per  sack  ;  that  on  the  16th  day  of  February, 
in  the  same  year,  he  sold  six  sacks  at  $2  62  per  sack  ;  that  on  the  24th 
day  of  February  the  firm  of  which  deponent  is  a  partner  sold  to  him, 
deponent,  one  hundred  sacks  of  flour^  at  |2  62  per  sack*,  thatdft^T2L^\i\> 
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purchased  twenty- four  sacks  from  other  parties,  at  the  same  date,  at 
the  same  price." 

E.  R.  Ferris  (deposition  No,  30)  testifies  r  '*  That  he  has  resided  in 
Fond  du  Lac  for  twelve  years  ;  that  he  has  heen  engaged  in  the  grain 
and  flour  business  during  the  year  1859  ;  that  about  the  first  day  of 
March,  in  said  year,  he  sold  flour  at  $3  25  per  sack,  wholesale  aud 
retail ;  that  he,  deponent,  could  not  buy  at  that  price  ;  that  the  price 
of  flour  rapidly  advanced  after  the  date  aforesaid  to  the  price  of  |4p«r 
sack." 

J.  A.  Paige  (deposition  No.  31)  testifies  :  *^  That  he  has  resided  in 
Oshkosh  for  four  years  from  the  first  day  ot  May  next ;  that  he  has 
been  engaged  in  general  business,  that  of  dry  goods  and  provisions; 
the  cost  to  deponent  on  the  18th  day  of  January,  1859,  of  heavy  mm 
pork,  delivered  at  Oshkosh^  was  $16  66  ;  that  on  the  30th  of  March, 
m  the  same  year,  the  cost  price,  delivered  at  Oshkosh,  was  $18  16; 
that  he,  the  deponent,  estimated  the  profit  at  about  one  dollar  per 
barrel  for  pork  during  the  periods  above  mentioned  ;  that  he,  the  depo- 
nent, does  not  know  the  price  he  asked  for  pork  during  the  period 
aforesaid  ;  that  on  the  19th  of  January,  in  the  same  year,  deponent 
paid  for  flour,  delivered  in  his  store  in  Oshkosh,  $2  12^  ;  that  the 
price  at  which  deponent  sold  flour,  at  the  dates  above  mentioned,  was 
about  one  shilling  in  advance  on  the  said  price  ;  that  on  the  11th  and 
T4th  of  the  montli  of  February,  in  the  same  year,  the  price  paid  by 
deponent  for  flour,  delivered  in  deponent's  store  at  Oshkosh,  was 
$2  62^  per  sack  ;  that  on  the  28th  day  of  February,  in  the  same  year, 
deponent  paid  for  flour  $2  75  per  sack  ;  that  on  the  2d  day  of  March, 
in  the  same  year,  the  same  price  was  paid  for  flour  by  deponent ;  that 
on  the  28th  of  the  same  month  and  year  deponent  paid  for  flour 
$2  87  per  sack  ;  that  the  quality  of  the  flour  respecting  which  he 
testifies  was  extra  superfine  flour,  made  from  spring  wheat." 

John  Marshall  (deposition  l)o.  32)  testifies:  '^That  he  is  in  the 
grain  and  provision  businei^s.  On  the  18th  of  January,  1859,  the 
price  of  superfine  flour,  generally  called  '  poor-house  flour,'  at  which 
deponent  sold,  was  $2  13  per  sack;  at  that  time  the  best  winter  wheat 
flour  was  selling  at  $2  76  per  sack  ;  that  the  best  spring  wheat  floor 
was  selling  at  Fond  du  Lac  at  $2  25  per  sack  ;  that  on  the  17th  day  of 
February  the  price  was,  for  the  best  spring  wheat  flour,  $2  62^  per 
sack  ;  the  price  on  the  21st  was  three  dollars  and  one  shilling ;  that 
until  the  Ist  day  of  March  flour  rose  about  one  shilling  higher ;  that 
the  price  of  flour  did  not  fluctuate  beyond  that  price  during  the  month 
of  March  materially." 

D.  W.  Smith  (deposition  No.  33)  testifies:  ''That  he  resides  in 
Fond  du  Lac^  Wisconsin;  has  resided  therein  since  the  fall  of  1852;  has 
been  engaged  in  the  grocery  and  provision  business  and  staple  dry 
goods  business;  that  from  the  last  of  February  until  the  Ist  oi  March 
the  market  price  of  flour  in  the  street  was  from  $3  to  $3  25  per  sack; 
the  price  of  flour  fluctuated  during  that  period;  that  on  the  8th  day 
of  February  the  deponent  purchased  flour  at  |2  75  per  sack;  that  on 
the  16th  of  the  same  month  he  purchased  flour  at  $3  per  sack,  and 
on  the  25th  and  28th  at  $3  25  per  sack." 

In  answer  to  this  charge,  William  Powell,  produced  on  the  part  of 
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April  S. 

Agreeable  to  notice  convened  at  school-house  in  Keshena,  at  10  a.  m. 
Present:  Mr.  Isaac  S.  Tallmadge,  attorney  of  Agent  Bonesteel^  and 
James  H.  Howe,  attorney  for  the  Indians,  the  Menomonee  chiefs  and 
many  of  their  people. 

Having  informed  them  that  I  was  ready  to  hear  what  they  had  to 
say,  they  replied  that  they  had  spoken  to  Mr.  Prickett  to  interpret 
for  them  at  the  investigation,  but  that  he  could  not  be  present  to-day, 
he  being  engaged  in  attending  the  election.  In  answer  they  were 
told  that  Mr.  Prickett  had  sent  me  word  to  the  same  effect,  but  had 
promised  to  be  present  to-morrow,  and  that  the  investigation  would 
therefore  stand  adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock. 

A  desultory  conversation  then  took  place.  They  inquired  whether 
I  would  proceed  without  Mr.  Kershaw.  They  were  answered  that 
they  had,  upon  consultation,  determined  that  five  days  was  ample 
time  for  his  arrival,  after  which  they  should  not  expect  him,  which 
had  been  granted  them ;  that  I  could  not  ascertain  from  them^  or 
from  any  other  source,  when  he  would  arrive,  or  whether  he  would 
come  at  all,  and  that  Mr.  Howe  had  presented  himself  as  their  attorney 
in  place  of  Mr.  Kershaw  ;  that  I  should  adhere  strictly  to  my  engage- 
ments with  them,  and  that  I  expected  the  same  on  their  part. 

They  again  spoke  of  the  provisions  as  necessary  to  enable  them  to 
proceed,  and  repeated  that  many  of  their  people  were  suffering,  and 
reiterated  that  they  had  been  promised  them  at  Washington.  They 
were  again  corrected  on  this  point.  As  to  the  destitute  condition  of 
their  people,  that  since  I  came  upon  the  reserve  there  had  appeared 
no  evidence  of  that  tact,  but  the  contrary.  They  were  constantly 
carrying  through  the  street  flour,  pork,  fish,  and  sugar ;  that  it 
seemed  to  speak  but  little  for  their  humanity  to  allow  the  old  and 
destitute  to  suffer,  while  the  young  and  strong  had  abundance;  and  it 
was  inquired  whether  it  would  not  be  better  to  supply  their  wants 
from  their  surplus  instead  of  taking  their  fish  and  sugar  to  Shawano 
and  selling  it  for  whiskey?  They  replied  it  was  to  be  regretted,  but 
90  it  was. 

The  chiefs  and  others  of  the  delegation  to  Washington  were  then 
asked,  in  answer  to  their  reiteration  of  the  wants  of  a  part  of  their 
people,  whether  they  had  manifested  the  same  anxiety  for  their 
welfare  when  on  their  return  they  had  entered  their  village  reeling 
with  drunkenness?  Keshena  said  that,  as  for  him,  he  supposed  I 
referred  to  one  drink  he  had  taken  at  Shawano.  He  was  answered 
that  his  condition,  as  narrated  to  me,  had  shown  that  it  had  been  a 
very  large  one.  He  replied  that  he  had  only  drank  on  that  occasion 
three  glasses  of  beer  and  two  of  whiskey.  Received  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Howe,  urging  his  request  for  the  vouchers  ;  answered,  refused. 

Received,  subsequently,  another  letter  from  Mr.  Howe,  arguing  the 
propriety  of  his  having  access  to  all  the  vouchers  of  Mr.  Bonesteel, 
and  especially  those  relating  to  the  Central  Farm  ;  answered  the  same, 
same  day,  to  the  effect  that  the  indiscriminate  examination  of  all  the 
vouchers  of  Mr.  Bonesteel's  accounts^  covering  the  whole  period  of 
his  official  duties,  could  not  be  permitted ;  that  the  vowc\i^i^  ^^x^ 
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warehousemen  to  cover  the  cost  and  charges.  That  the  prices  of  pork 
asked  deponent  at  Oshkosh  some  time  from  the  9th  to  the  15th  of  the 
month  of  April,  185^,  was  $22  per  barrel ;  that  he  (deponent)  did  not 
buy  because  the  prices  were  too  high  to  make  any  profit  upon  it;  that 
the  difference  in  the  travelled  distance  between  Fond  du  Lac  and 
Keshena  and  Oshkosh  and  Eeshena  is  some  eighteen  miles  ;  that  the 
flour  which  deponent  bought  in  January  and  February,  1859,  be 
bought  of  Parker,  Choat  &  Company  ;  that  which  he  bought  in  April 
of  the  same  year  he  bought  of  Weed  &  Culver  " 

Joseph  S.  Cavert  (deposition  No.  39)  testifies:  '^That  he  retailed 
pork  at  his  said  store  (in  Keshena)  during  the  months  of  January 
and  February,  1859,  at  sixteen  cents  per  pound  ;  that  during  the 
month  of  January,  he  thinks,  he  was  selling  flour  at  $4  50  per  sack; 
that  he  was  selling  in  the  month  of  February  at  $5  per  sack  ;  that  in 
the  month  of  March,  in  the  same  year,  he  was  selling  flour  at  $5  per 
sack,  he  thinks  ;  that  about  the  middle  of  January^  in  that  year,  he 
paid,  he  thinks,  $3  25  per  sack  ;  that  it  was  fair  spring  wheat  flour; 
that  there  is  no  inspector  of  flour  at  Omro,  and,  he  thinks,  none  at 
Fond  du  Lac ;  that  he  buys  upon  his  judgment,  and  not  u))od  the 
marks  on  the  flour ;  that  he  thinks  the  price  of  pork  at  Omro  in 
February,  about  the  middle  of  the  month,  was  $22  50  per  barrel; 
that  deponent  pays  for  transportation  from  Omro  to  Keshena,  during 
the  winter,  by  land  conveyance,  one  dollar  per  hundred  pounds." 

Charles  D.  Ambrose,  the  clerk  of  J.  S.  Cavert,  in  Keshena,  (depo- 
sition No.  41)  testifies :  *'  That  pork  has  been  sold  at  the  store  of  said 
Cavert  during  the  months  of  January  and  February,  1859  ;  that  the 
price  charged  by  said  Cavert  for  pork  during  those  months  was  at  the 
rate  of  $32  per  barrel,  or  sixteen  cents  per  pound  ;  that  no  distinction 
was  made  in  the  price  per  pound  or  per  barrel ;  that  deponent  sold 
none  by  the  barrel  during  that  time ;  that  deponent  sold  flour  about 
the  first  part  of  January  at  $4  50  per  sack  ;  that  about  the  lost  of 
February  he  sold  what  he  had  leit  in  the  store  at  $5  per  sack  ;  that 
somewhere  about  the  last  of  May,  in  the  same  year,  deponent  paid  $5 
per  sack  on  the  bank  of  the  river.  This  was  the  first  flour  which 
came  up  that  season.  That  the  price  of  transportation  from  Omro, 
which  is  ten  miles  nearer  Keshena  than  Oshkosh,  is  one  dollar  per 
hundred  pounds  in  the  winter  season.  The  freight  during  the  summer 
is  brought  by  water." 

A.  D.  Bonesteel^  United  States  Indian  agent  at  Fond  du  Lac,  states 
in  a  letter  addressed  to  the  special  agent,  (marked  No.  45  :)  '^  I  have 
been  charged  with  making  my  purchases  of  supplies  for  the  Menom- 
onee  Indians  at  private  sale.  No  proof  to  sustain  such  a  charge  has 
been  adduced,  none  has  been  offered,  and  none  such,  I  may  say,  can 
be  found.  It  may  be  proper  for  me  to  state,  however,  that  all  my 
purchases  have  been  made  by  contract,  of  the  letting  of  which  dae 
and  public  notice  for  proposals  for  said  supplies  have  been  given,  and 
such  contracts  have  always  been  let  to  the  lowest  and  most  responsi- 
ble bidder." 

In  support  of  the  sixth  charge,  to  wit :  That  his  neglect  to  retain  a 
portion  of  the  provisions  furnished  them^  for  subsequent  distribution 
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daring  the  winter  season,  was  the  cause  of  great  suffering  to  the  In- 
dians— 

A-qua-no-ma  (deposition  No.  9)  testifies:  *'That  before  Mr.  Bone- 
steel  came,  some  of  their  provisions  used  to  be  kept  back,  and  dealt 
out  to  them  during  the  winter  by  their  father  and  William  Powell, 
the  interpreter;  that  under  Mr.  Bonesteel  the  poor  got  less  than 
under  former  agents ;  that  a  little  had  been  given  to  the  poor  this 
winter  ;  that  sometimes  their  relations  gave  them  something  to  eat ; 
that  his  two  stepmothers  got  some  shorts  twice  during  the  winter ; 
that  one  of  them  lived  with  him,  and  the  other  with  her  daughter; 
that  he  knows  of  poor  in  other  bands  ;  that  it  is  always  the  case;  that 
the  condition  ot  the  poor  has  been  worse  than  usual  this  winter  ;  that 
nothing  was  raised  last  summer ;  that  the  frost  cut  off  their  crops ; 
that  another  reason  why  their  condition  has  been  worse  is,  that  part 
of  their  provisions  were  not  kept  back  for  distribution  during  the 
winter,  as  was  formerly  the  custom  ;  that  he  did  not  ask  his  father, 
the  agent,  or  Mr.  Powell,  the  interpreter,  to  keep  or  not  to  keep  back 
a  portion  of  the  provisions  for  their  use  during  the  winter  before  last." 
In  answer  to  this  charge,  William  Powell  (deposition  No.  36)  tes- 
tifies: *'That  before  these  provisions  were  distributed,  he,  the  de- 
ponent, under  instructions  from  Agent  Bonesteel,  inquired  of  the 
Indians  whether  a  portion  should  be  kept  back  for  distribution  during 
the  spring,  when  they  should  come  out  of  the  Sugar  bush,  prepara- 
tory to  planting ;  that  he,  deponent,  called  the  chiefs  together  into 
the  agency  office,  and  took  out  the  letter  of  instructions  from  Agent 
Bonesteel,  and  explained  to  them  its  contents;  which  were,  that  they 
should  receive  then  fifty  barrels  of  pork  and  two  hundred  sacks  of 
flour,  and  that  the  remaining  fifty  barrels  of  pork  and  two  hundred 
sacks  of  flour  should  be  distributed  when  they  came  out  of  the  Sugar 
bush,  and  that  it  further  instructed  him  to  urge  them  to  consent  to 
this ;  but  that  if  they  would  not  consent,  that  he,  deponent,  was  in. 
srncted  by  said  letter  to  give  them  the  whole  of  the  provisions,  i 
they  insisted  upon  it;  and  that  it  instructed  him  also  to  take  a  re- 
ceipt from  them  for  the  provisions  distributed  to  them.  And  depo- 
nent lurther  saith  that,  in  answer  thereto,  the  chiefs  so  assembled  as 
aforesaid  replied  that  they  were  ready  to  give  a  receipt  to  him,  said 
deponent,  for  all  the  provisions,  including  the  corn  already  distributed, 
but  they  wanted  the  whole  of  them." 

In  support  of  the  7th  charge,  to  wit :  That  he  obtained  from  the  In- 
dian department  five  thousand  dollars  for  the  purchase  of  provisions, 
instead  of  three  thousand  dollars,  as  requested  by  their  chiefs,  and 
that  the  supply  was  inadequate  to  the  expenditure — 

Eeshena,  a  second  chief  of  the  Menomonees,  (deposition  No.  10,) 
testifies:  '^  That  a  year  ago  last  winter  all  the  chiefs  assembled  in 
the  office  of  A.  D.  Bonesteel ;  that  the  chiefs  consulted  among  them- 
selves how  much  they  should  ask  for ;  that  they  agreed  to  ask  for 
provisions  to  the  value  of  three  thousand  dollars,  the  usual  amount 
they  had  asked,  for  since  the  agency  of  Mr.  Bonesteel ;  that  after  they 
had  agreed,  Shononee  said  they  should  ask  for  five  thousand  dollars; 
that  Shonion  told  them  not  to  say  that ;  that  they  asked  Mr.  Bone- 
steel, then  present,  for  three  thousand^  and  that  Mr,  Po^^W  ViiX^T- 
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preted  for  them ;  that  is  all  be  knows  about  it ;  tbat  they  saw  Mr. 
Bouesteel  at  Fond  du  Lac ;  A-qua-no-mee  asked  him  (Mr.  Bonesteel) 
if,  of  the  five  tboueand  dollars,  be  bad  laid  out  tbe  wbole  of  it,  ana 
tbat  Mr.  Bonesteel  answered  tbat  be  bad  not ;  tbat  Mr.  Gautbier  wm 
tbe  interpreter." 

Osb-ke-ne-na-nien  (deposition  No.  11)  testifies:  '*  Tbat  tbe  coun- 
cil asked  tbree  thousand  dollars'  worth  of  provisions  should  be  sent 
for." 

Wau-pe-nasb-cum  (deposition  No.  15)  testifies:  *^That  be  was 
present  at  tbe  council  at  which  Mr.  Bonesteel  was  told  tbe  amount 
of  money  which  tbey  wished  expended  in  provisions  ;  that  tbe  amount 
was  $3,000." 

Joseph  Gautbier  (deposition  No.  16)  testifies:  '^That  A-qua-no- 
ma  asked  Mr.  Bonesteel  if  be  bad  laid  out  all  tbe  money  be  had  re- 
ceived to  buy  provisions;  to  which  Mr.  Bonesteel  replied  that  be  bad 
not  laid  it  all  out,  but  still  bad  some  of  it  on  band;  tbat  tbe  amount 
expended  and  retained  by  Mr.  Bonesteel  was  not  mentioned  in  the 
conversation  ;  tbat  deponent  interpreted  " 

La  Motte,  a  chief,  (deposition  No.  18,)  testifies:  **  Tbat  a  year  age 
last  fall  tbe  chiefs  bad  a  council  with  Mr.  Bonesteel  at  the  agency 
oflSce,  and  told  him  tbat  tbey  wanted  tbree  thousand  dollars*  worth 
of  provisions  ;  tbat  when  tbe  provisions  were  about  being  taken  from 
tbe  warebouse  to  be  distributed,  be  thought  tbeie  was  a  great  deal  for 
tbree  thousand  dollars,  and  therefore  told  bis  young  men  to  count  it; 
tbat  tbey  rrunted  seventy-five  barrels  of  pork;  tbat  while  his  band 
were  dividing  tbeir  share  of  tbe  provisions,  tbat  two  came  and  said 
tbat  they  bad  beard  it  was  five  thousand  dollars  tbat  bad  been  ex- 
pended tor  provisions,  and  tbat  tbey  thought  tbe  amount  of  provisions 
was  very  small  for  that  cost,  and  tbat  tbey  were  taking  the  count  of 
all  that  bad  been  distribufed  to  each  band  ;  tbat  they  did  not  come 
back  to  tell  him  bow  much  tbey  bad  counted." 

Carrow,  a  bead  chief,  (deposition  No.  19,)  testifies :  '*  That  he  was 
at  a  council  a  year  ago  last  winter,  at  which  they  asked  Agent  Bone- 
steel to  purchase  provisions ;  tbat  tbree  thousand  dollars  was  the 
amount  tbey  asked  to  be  expended  in  provisions  ;  tbat  when  tbe  pro- 
visions came  tbey  found  out  tbat  it  was  a  great  deal  for  three  thou- 
sand dollars." 

In  answer  to  this  charge,  William  Powell,  (deposition  No.  o6,) 
(after  stating  in  detail  all  of  tbe  circumstances  connected  with  the 
request  for  the  amount  to  be  expended  in  provisions,)  testifies:  **That 
Mr.  Bonesteel  asked  them  (the  chiefs)  if  tbey  bad  agreed  upon  the 
amount  tbey  wanted  expended  in  provisions  ;  tbat  Sho-no-nee  was 
tbe  first  one  that  spoke,  and  said  that  they  wanted  '  five  boxes  of 
money  worth  of  provisions,  meaning  five  thousand  dollars,  and  that 
tbey  wanted  some  of  that  provisions  to  take  to  tbeir  sugar  camps; 
tbat  then  Mr.  Bonesteel  asked  them  whether  tbat  was  the  amount 
they  bad  agreed  upon,  and  that  8ho-no-nee  answered  that  he  was 
authorized  to  speak  for  tbe  rest,  and  tbat  was  tbe  amount  tbey  had 
agreed  upon  ;  that  there  was  no  one  there  who  made  any  objection  to 
it  in  bis  bearing ;  tbat  deponent  saw  Mr.  Bonesteel  make  a  memo- 
randum of  this  request^  and  asked  them  if  tbat  was  all  tbey  had  to 
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Ray ;  after  which  they  lefk  the  office ;  that  the  first  time  deponent 
heard  from  any  of  the  Indians  that  they  had  sent  for  three  thousand 
dollars'  worth  of  provisions,  instead  of  five  thousand,  was  just  before 
the  delegation  went  to  Washington  ;  that  this  was  about  a  year  after 
the  provisions  had  been  distributed  ;  that  the  first  lot  of  these  pro- 
visions arrived  at  the  agency  about  the  middle  of  February,  and  that 
they  did  not  all  arrive  until  two  or  three  weeks  afterwards  ;  that  de- 
ponent thinks  the  corn,  which  constituted  a  part  of  these  provisions, 
arrived  among  the  first  of  them  ;  that  this  corn  overrun  one  hundred 
and  fifty  bushels  by  measurement  made  by  deponent  himself;  that 
this  corn  was  distribut.ed  before  the  rest  of  the  provisions^  just  after 
it  arrived  ;  that  the  rest  of  the  provisions  were  pork  and  flour — one 
hundred  barrels  of  pork  and  four  hundred  sacks  of  flour." 

In  support  of  the  eighth  charge,  to  wit:  Toat  he  allowed  Leach, 
the  miller,  to  be  absent  from  his  duties,  and  paid  him  for  the  period 
of  such  absences,  the  testimony  produced  is  exhibited  in  depositions 
numbered,  respectively.  No.  10,  No.  14,  No.  20,  and  No.  26. 

It  is  not  deemed  necessary  to  present  this  testimony  in  detail,  for 
the  reason  that  all  the  evidence  produced  declares  that  his  absence, 
except  in  one  instance,  was  entirely  during  the  winter  months,  wben 
the  mill-stream  is  frozen,  and  that  Agent  Bonesteel  admits  in  his 
letter  to  the  special  agent,  bearing  date  the  14th  of  May,  1860,  num- 
bered with  the  deposition  No.  45,  the  absences  of  Mr.  Leach,  and  the 
payment  of  his  salary  during  the  periods,  and  presents  his  reasons 
therefor  in  the  following  words,  to  wit:  **  The  other  point  to  which 
I  would  call  your  attention  is  the  payment  of  the  miller.  Leach,  during 
the  first  winter  of  my  term  of  office      The  fact  in  reference  to  this  is, 
that  Mr.  Leach  obtained  a  leave  of  absence,  for  how  long  a  time  I  do 
not  now  precisely  recollect.     He  was  unwell  at  the  time,  and  this  was 
the  main  reason  for  granting  him  the  leave;  he  was  quite  ill  for  some 
months  afterwards,  and  on  recovering  his  health  he  resumed  his  work. 
I  thought  it  no  more*  than  right,  under  the  circumstances,  that  he 
shoald  be  paid  his  full  salary,  and  accordingly  did  so,  without  making 
a  deduction  tor  his  lost  time.     A  portion  of  that  time,  you  will  bear 
in  mind,  was  during  the  fall  and  winter,  when  nothing  could  be  done 
in  his  capacity  of  miller,  on  account  of  the  weather.     His  other  ab- 
sences have  been  on  leave,  and  during  the  winter  months  when  his 
presence  at  the  mill  was  not  required,  and  during  which  it  could  not 
be  run  on  account  of  the  severity  of  the  weather." 

In  support  of  the  9th  charge,  to  wit :  That  he  appointed  William 
Powell,  United  States  ludian  interpreter  against  the  remonstrances  of 
the  Indians  in  council,  the  testimony  produced  is  exhibited  in  deposi- 
tions numbered,  respectively.  No.  10  and  No.  12. 

The  repetition  of  this  testimony  is  not  necessary,  since  Agent  Bone- 
steel  admits  that  he  did  appoint  William  Powell  as  his  interpreter,  in 
presence  of  Joseph  Gauthier,  recommended  by  the  Indians.  The  de- 
position of  William  Powell,  the  interpreter,  (deposition  No.  36,)  in- 
troduced on  the  part  of  the  defence,  also  sustains  this  charge.  He 
likewise  testifies  *'  that  all  the  employes,  whom  the  Indians  expressed 
their  desire  should  be  retained,  were  reappointed  by  Agent  Bonesteel, 
with  the  exception  of  interpreter." 


24  CASE    OF    A.    D.   B0NE8TEEL. 

In  support  of  the  10th  charge,  to  wit :  That  he  refused  to  permit  a 
delegation  from  the  tribe  to  visit  Washington,  and  deceived  them  with 
promises  in  the  premises,  the  te»*timony  will  be  found  in  the  deposi- 
tions numbered,  respectively,  No.  1,  No.  9,  No.  10,  No.  19,  and  No.  26. 

The  repetition  of  this  testimony  is  unnecessary,  for  the  reason  that 
Agent  Bonesteel  (as  is  well  known  to  the  department)  acted  under  its 
express  instructions,  in  denying  the  Indians  permission  to  visit  Wash- 
ington without  its  previous  authority. 

The  deposition  of  William  Powell,  the  interpreter,  (No.  36,)  exhibits 
the  conduct  of  Agent  Bonesteel  in  this  matter,  and  the  insubordinate 
conduct  of  the  chiefs  in  persisting  to  proceed  in  disregard  of  his  ad- 
vice, and  in  contravention  ot  the  direct  instructions  of  the  department 
repeatedly  communicated  to  them  by  their  agent. 

In  support  of  the  11th  charge,  to  wit:  That  he  allowed  George 
Jown  and  Talbott  Prickett,  Indian  traders,  to  have  lumber  from  the 
Menomonee  mills,  leaving  eight  Indian  houses  unfinished  for  want 
thereof. 

Joseph  Carrow,  (deposition  No.  14,)  testifies :  '*  That  Mr.  George 
Cown  got  some  lumber  from  the  mill  a  year  ago  last  summer;  that  he 
does  not  know  the  amount,  but  he  should  judge  about  eight  hundred 
feet ;  that  Mr.  Prickett,  the  interpreter,  also  got  lumber  from  the  mill 
the  same  summer,  he  cannot  tell  how  much ;  that  the  lumber  was 
sometimes  measured  out  by  deponent  and  sometimes  by  Mr.  Leach; 
that  there  are  eight  unfinished  houses  on  the  reserve  ;  that  the  whole 
amount  of  lumber  taken  by  Mr.  Prickett  during  the  summer  was  be- 
tween twelve  and  twenty  thousand  feet.*' 

Talbott  Prickett,  (deposition  No.  25,)  testifies:  "That  the  chiefs 
requested  Mr.  Bonesteel  to  allow  them  to  sell  some  of  their  lumber  to 
enable  them  to  finish  their  church  ;  and  further  requested  Mr,  Bone- 
steel would  find  some  person  who  would  furnish,  for  lumber,  supplies 
to  enable  them  to  finish  their  church ;  that  Mr.  Bonesteel  asked  de- 
ponent whether  he  wanted  to  purchase  any  lumber  in  that  way  ;  that 
deponent  answered  that  he  did,  and  that  Mr.  Bonesteel  thereupon  told 
him  to  make  out  his,  deponent's,  bill  of  lumber  for  the  amount  he 
wanted  ;  that  he,  deponent,  accordingly  made  out  a  bill  of  lumber  to 
the  amount,  as  he  believes,  of  about  twelve  thousand  feet,  which  depo- 
nent gave  to  Mr.  Powell,  who  gave  it  to  Mr.  Leach,  the  miller,  to  saw 
out ;  that  deponent  furnished  supplies  to  the  Indians  for  completing 
their  church,  upon  orders  of  Mr.  Powell,  from  time  to  time,  as  they 
were  wanted  ;  that  deponent  has  not  settled  this  account,  and  does  not 
know  in  whose  favor  the  balance  lies ;  this  transaction  took  place  a  year 
ago  last  fall ;  that  two  years  ago  last  winter  Mr.  Bonesteel  let  out 
contracts  to  diflferent  individuals  of  the  Menomonee  tribe  to  get  out 
logs  for  the  mill ;  that  one  of  those  contracts  was  so  let  to  an  Indian 
named  *  Joe  Tucker;'  that  Joe  Tucker  bought  supplies  of  deponent 
to  enable  him  to  perform  his  contract,  and  in  the  spring  of  that  year 
did  not  receive  money  enough  to  pay  deponent  for  the  supplies  so  fur- 
nished him  ;  that  Joe  Tucker  told  deponent  that  he  had  got  out  more 
logs  than  he  had  contracted  to  do,  and  that  Mr.  Bonesteel  told  depo- 
nent that  such  was  the  fact,  and  that  if  any  money  came  into  his 
hands  applicable  to  such  purpose  he  would  pay  Tucker  for  what  logs 
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he  had  got  out  over  his  contract.  It  run  along  until  last  fall,  when 
Joe  Tucker  came  to  deponent  and  told  him  that  he  had  no  money  to 
pay  him  ;  but  that  Mr.  Bonesteel  told  him  he  might  sell  the  lumber 
manufactured  from  the  excess  of  logs  in  his  contract,  the  mill  retain- 
ing one  half  of  it,  to  compensate  for  the  sawing  ;  deponent  agreed  to 
take  the  lumber  ;  that  ^  Joe'  went  to  the  agency  oflBce,  and  that  Mr. 
Powell  came  over  with  him  to  the  store  of  the  deponent ;  that  Powell 
told  deponent  that  Mr.  Bonesteel  had  directed  him  to  tell  him  that 
he  could  not  have  all  the  lumber  at  once,  but  might  have  a  little  from 
time  to  time,  as  it  could  be  spared,  and  that  after  the  Indians  had  got 
through  in  the  fall  using  lumber  deponent  might  have  all  that  was 
left  at  the  mill ;  that  deponent  agreed  to  this  arrangement,  and  ac- 
cordingly got  a  little  from  time  to  time  as  his  necessities  required,  to 
the  amount  of  some  three  or  four  thousand  feet,  and  that  in  the  fall 
there  was  no  lumber  left  at  the  mill  for  him  to  receive ;  that  Joe 
Tucker  still  owes  deponent  the  difference  in  amount  of  lumber  between 
what  he  received  as  above  stated  and  eighteen  thousand  feet,  the 
amount  due  him  by  Tucker  ;  the  orders  given  deponent  were  drawn  by 
Powell  in  favor  of  Tucker ;  that  deponent  was  to  allow  Tucker  seven 
dollars  per  thousand  to  apply  on  his  acoount ;  that  there  is  still  a  run- 
ning account  between  Tucker  and  deponent ;  that  when  deponent 
received  the  lumber  last  fall  he  had  no  settlement  with  Tucker  ;  that 
there  was  a  memorandum  in  the  hands  of  deponent,  given  him  by  said 
Tucker,  stating  that  there  were  eighteen  thousand  feet  of  lumber  due 
said  Tucker,  which  memorandum  he,  the  deponent,  returned  to  said 
Tucker  at  his  request ;  this  memorandum  was  exhibited  to  Mr.  Powell 
whenever  deponent  wanted  lumber  due  Tucker,  and  Mr.  Powell  gave 
him  an  order  in  favor  of  Tucker  and  indorsed  the  amount  on  the  back 
of  the  memorandum ;  that  he  authorized  the  return  of  the  memoran- 
dum to  Tucker,  because  Tucker  told  him  that  he  expected  to  be  called 
to  be  a  witness  at  the  present  investigation,  and  wanted  to  know  how 
much  lumber  he  had  received." 

In  answer  to  this  charge,  George  Gown  (deposition  37)  testifies  : 
"  That  he,  deponent,  a  year  ago  last  summer,  had  lumber  from  the 
Menomonee  mill;  that  the  amount  he  received  from  the  mill  was  about 
three  thousand  feet;  that  he  asked  the  chiefs  for  the  lumber;  that  they, 
the  chiefs,  told  deponent  that  he  could  get  as  much  as  he  wanted;  that 
deponent  came  up  to  the  agency  oflSce  to  see  Captain  Powell  about  it^ 
and  brought  the  chiefs  there;  that  the  captain  (Powell)  asked  the 
chiefs  if  they  would  let  him.  Gown,  hare  the  lumber,  to  which  the 
chiefis  replied  ^  yes, '  and  that  Gaptain  Powell,  the  interpreter,  gave 
deponent  an  order  for  it,  and  that  the  deponent  got  the  lumber  on 

? resenting  the  order  to  Leach,  the  miller,  for  which  he  paid  Gaptain 
^owell  ten  dollars  per  thousand,  thirty  dollars  in  gold,  immediately 
aft^r  the  annuity  payment  of  that  year," 

William  Powell  (deposition  No.  36)  testifies  :  *'  That  he,  deponent, 
is  acquainted  with  the  circumstances  under  which  George  Gown,  the 
Indian  trader,  received  lumber  from  the  Menomonee  mill  a  year  ago 
last  summer;  that  at  the  request  of  the  chiefs,  during  the  building  of 
their  church,  they  wanted  to  sell  Mr.  Gown  lumber,  in  order  to  buy 
materials,  their  money  being  expended;  that  Mr.  Cowu  a^t^^4.\,ci^^^ 
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them  for  it  at  the  next  annuity  payment:  that  thereupon  this  deponent 
told  the  chiefs  that  he  could  buy  the  articles  they  wanted  on  his  own 
credit  at  New  London,  if  Mr.  Gown  would  pay  for  the  lumber  at  the 
time  he  had  told  them;  that  Mr.  Gown  told  deponent  that  he  would 
be  punctual  in  the  payment;  that  thereupon  the  deponent  bought  on 
his  own  credit  at  New  London  such  materials  as  could  not  be  obtained 
in  the  neighborhood,  and  of  which  they  gave  him  a  memorandum;  that 
Mr.  Gown  received  from  the  mill  under  this  arrangement  two  or  three 
thousand  feet  of  lumber,  for  which  Gown  paid  deponent  punctually,  m 
he  had  promised,  at  the  rate  often  dollars  per  thousand  feet;  that  the 
difference  in  the  amount  of  the  bill  for  the  articles  obtained  for  the 
church  and  the  amount  received  for  the  lumber  from  Mr.  Gown,  depo- 
nent expended  for  the  Indians  in  the  purchase  of  provisions  for  the 
hands  employed  on  the  church,  and  paying  their  wages;  that  this  was 
all  the  lumber  Mr.  Gown  received  belonging  to  the  Indians  from  the 
Menomonee  mill;  that  he,  deponent,  knows  no  general  reason  why  the 
houses  unfinished  on  the  Menomonee  reservation  remain  so;  that  he, 
deponent,  is  charged  by  the  agent  with  the  distribution  of  the  lumber 
manufactured  at  the  Menomonee  mill,  by  orders  on  Mr.  Leach;  and 
that  he,  deponent,  does  not  remember  that  at  any  time  he  refused 
lumber  to  the  Indians  when  there  was  any  at  the  mill;  that  in  the 
judgment  of  deponent  the  amount  of  lumber  at  the  mill,  when  it 
stopped  last  fall,  was  from  eight  to  ten  thousand  feet;  that  at  the  visit 
of  the  deponent  to  the  mill  this  spring  there  was,  he  thinks,  about 
fifteen  hundred  feet  of  lumber  at  the  mill." 

In  support  of  the  12th  charge,  to  wit:  That  ho  countenanced  the 
immorality  of  one  of  the  employes  in  cohabiting  with  a  Menomonee 
woman — 

Joseph  Gown  (deposition  No.  14)  testifies:  *'  That  Leach  lives  in  the 
same  house  with  a  Menomonee  woman,  and  that  he  told  deponent 
that  he  intended  to  leave  her  when  he  left  the  reservation;  that  depo- 
nent knows  that  they  live  together  as  man  and  wife." 

There  is  nothing  in  this  testimony  which  proves  illicit  connexion 
between  the  jmrties,  or  indicates  that  Agent  Bonesteel  was  cognizant  of 
any  connexion,  lawful  or  unlawful,  between  them. 

In  support  of  the  13th  charge,  to  wit :  That  he  did  not  return  to  the 
Indians  the  market  value  of  their  bounty  land  warrants  which  he  sold 
for  them. 

This  charge  is  only  inferential  from  the  request  of  their  attorney, 
Mr.  Howe,  lor  an  adjournment  of  the  investigarion  to  Fond  du  Lac,  to 
enable  him  to  produce  testimony  to  show  the  market  value  of  land 
warrants  at  the  time  they  were  sold  by  Agent  BonesteeU 

Inasmuch  as  no  testimony  whatever  was  introduced  by  him  to  sus- 
tain it,  the  charge  was  considered  as  abandoned. 

In  support  of  the  14th  charge,  to  wit :  That  he  paid  their  money  to 
their  traders  without  their  consent — 

0-ka-ma-sha,  (deposition  No  3,)  testifies:  '*  That  at  the  time  of  the 
payment,  a  year  ago  last  fall,  Mr.  J.  S.  Gavert,  an  Indian  trader, 
made  out  his  account  with  him,  amounting  to  forty-nine  dollars  ;  that 
he,  the  deponent,  put  his  mark  to  said  paper,  stating  his  account 
to  be  that  amount,  and  that  said  Gavert  gave  the  said  paper  to  Mr. 
/  ^  ^      who  paid  the  said  Gavert  the  said  amount  of  forty-nine 
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dollars  ;  that  the  amount  due  to  him,  the  deponent,  was  fifty  dollars, 
and  that  he  received  the  balance,  one  dollar,  from  Mr.  Bonesteel ; 
that  he  had  believed  at  the  time  that  the  amount  he  owed  said  Cavert 
was  about  thirty  dollars;  that  he  signed  the  pay-roll  for  the  fifty 
dollars  due  him  when  Mr.  Bonesteel  was  making  the  payment; 
that  he  was  not  present  when  the  money  was  paid  to  said  Cavert ; 
that  he  did  not  want  to  sign  the  pay-roll  because  Mr.  Bonesteel  did 
not  give  him  his  money;  that  the  reason  that  Mr.  Bonesteel  gave 
him  why  he  did  not  pay  him  his  money  was  that  he  had  an  order 
for  it  on  Mr.  Cavert ;  when  he  signed  the  paper,  or  made  his  mark 
thereto,  he  knew  it  was  for  forty-nine  dollars ;  that  he  did  not  know 
whether  his  name  was  upon  it;  he  touched  the  pen;  Joseph  Wau- 
ba-nash-cum,  a  Menomonee  Indian,  was  the  interpreter  on  the  occa- 
sion of  his  touching  the  pen  to  the  paper  or  order  between  him,  the 
deponent,  and  said  Cavert." 

Carrow,  a  head  chief,  (deposition  No.  19,)  testifies  :  '*  That  Match- 
a-pa-taw,  one  of  the  young  men  of  his  band,  went  away  hunting  just 
before  the  payment ;  that  Mr.  Cavert,  after  the  payment,  called  him 
to  the  office  of  Agent  Bonesteel,  and  that  Mr.  Cavert  asked  the  agent 
to  give  him  the  young  man's  share  of  the  annuity  money,  and  that  if 
on  his  return  he  was  not  satisfied  he  would  return  it  to  him ;  that 
he,  the  deponent,  told  the  agent  that  he  did  not  think  it  was  possible 
for  Cavert  to  tell  a  falsehood,  and  therefore  requested  the  agent  to 
give  the  money  to  Cavert ;  that  Mr.  Powell  handed  Cavert  the  money, 
and  that  the  young  man  came  back  in  the  middle  of  the  same  winter, 
and  told  deponent  that  he  had  not  received  the  money  from  Cavert ; 
that  the  payment  of  the  money  had  been  kept  back  for  the  young  man 
at  the  request  of  the  deponent ;  that  at  the  payment  deponent  touched 
the  ppn  for  the  money  ;  that  when  he  touched  the  pen  for  the  money 
he  understood  that  he  had  a  right  to  say  what  should  be  done  with 
the  money,  in  behalf  of  the  young  man  ;  that  when  deponent  touched 
the  pen  for  this  money  he  requested  Mr.  Bonesteel  to  put  it  in  the 
hands  of  Mr.  Powell  for  safe-keeping,  which  Mr.  Bonesteel  did;  that 
of  this  money  he,  deponent,  took  a  dollar,  which  sum  the  young  man 
had  borrowed  of  deponent." 

8ho-ni-on,  a  second  chief,  (deposition  No.  22,)  testifies  :  **  That  he 
received  a  land  warrant  last  fall ;  that  be  did  not  get  the  warrant 
itself,  but  one  hundred  and  twelve  dollars  in  money  from  Mr.  Bone- 
steel— one  hundred  and  ten  dollars  paid  to  himself,  and  two  dollars 
"which  deponent  directed  to  be  paid  to  Haas  for  pork  which  he  owed 
him  for." 

O-shan-wau-kah  (deposition  No.  27)  testifies:  **That  he  has  received 
a  land  warrant  for  the  services  ot  his  father  in  the  *  Sacs  war ; '  that 
he  received  it  last  fall,  after  the  annuity  payment;  that  he  did  not  get 
the  warrant  itself,  but  the  money  for  it,  from  Mr.  Bonesteel ;  the 
amount  he  received  was  one  hundred  and  ten  dollars  ;  that  Mr.  Bone- 
^1  paid  him  at  first  thirty-five  dollars  ;  that  Mr.  Bonesteel  paid 
Cown  forty-five  dollars  ;  that  he  did  not  ask  Mr.  Bonesteel  to  pay  it ; 
that  he  told  Mr.  Bonesteel  that  he  wanted  more  than  the  thirty- five 
dollars  he  had  given  him — that  he  wanted  to  pay  his  debt  to  Mr. 
Cown,  the  trader  ;  that  thereupon  Mr.  Bonesteel  stepped  to  the  doo^ 
and  called  Mr.  Cown^  who  was  standing  in  the  road*,  l\i«A»M.t,  QjCi^u 
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came  into  the  office,  and  that  Mr.  Bonesteel  asked  deponent  how  much 
he  wanted  to  give  Mr.  Gown ;  that  he  told  Mr.  Bonesteel  that  he 
wanted  to  pay  Mr.  Gown  forty-five  dollars,  whereupon  Mr.  Bonesteel 
gave  Mr.  Gown  forty-five  dollars ;  that  he  does  not  know  that  Mr. 
Bonesteel  paid  him  two  dollars  and  a  half  in  addition  to  the  one  hun- 
dred and  ten  received  by  himself  for  his  warrant ;  that  Mr.  Bonesteel 
did  not  tell  him  the  price  that  warrants  would  bring  at  that  time^  nor 
does  he  remember  that  Mr.  Powell  told  him  the  price  that  warrants 
would  bring  at  that  time ;  that  Mr.  Bonesteel  did  not  hand  the  forty- 
five  dollars  paid  to  Gown  to  deponent,  and  that  deponent  did  not  him- 
self hand  it  to  Gown." 

In  answer  to  this  charge,  Joseph  8.  Gavert  (deposition  No.  39) 
testifies :  "  That  0-ka-ma-sha  came  into  deponent's  store  previous  to 
the  payment  a  year  ago  last  fall ;  that  he  had  a  running  account  with 
deponent,  and  when  became  into  deponent's  store^  asaforesaid,  he  told 
depouent  that  he  was  going  away  before  payment  of  annuities,  and 
wanted  some  pork  and  flour,  and  proposed  to  give  deponent  an  order 
on  Agent  Bonesteel  for  forty-nine  dollars,  which  sum  included  the 
sum  due  by  him  and  the  cost  of  the  flour  and  pork;  and  that  deponent 
gave  him  the  flour  and  pork  upon  this  promise  to  give  him,  deponent, 
the  order  for  forty-nine  dollars  ;  that  deponent  then  wrote  an  order 
for  said  amount,  which  was  signed  and  witnessed  in  the  store  of  depo- 
nent ;  after  which  deponent  took  the  said  order  and  went  with  the 
said  0-ka-ma  sha  to  the  office  of  Agent  Bonesteel,  where  they  found 
Gap  tain  Powell,  United  States  interpreter,  when  deponent  explained 
the  order  to  Gaptain  Powell,  and  O-ka-ma-sha  did  likewise ;  that  at 
the  pay  table,  when  the  annuity  was  paid,  Gaptain  Powell,  as  deponent 
thinks,  reminded  Mr.  Bonesteel  of  the  said  order  ;  that  when  0-ka- 
ma-sha's  name  was  first  called,  he,  O-ka-ma-sha,  was  not  present; 
that  when  his  name  was  again,  afterwards,  called,  he  was  present, 
and  Mr.  Bonesteel  paid  the  deponent  forty-nine  dollars,  the  amount 
of  the  order  ;  that  O-ka-ma-sha  never  made  any  complaint  to  deponent 
for  his  having  done  so." 

Gharles  D.  Ambrose  (deposition  No.  41)  testifies:  '^That  O-ka-ma- 
sha  came  into  the  store  of  Gavert,  aiter  the  annuity  payment  of 
eighteen  hundred  and  fifty  eight,  and  told  deponent  that  he  had  paid 
his  account  with  an  order  in  favor  ot  Mr.  Gavert  and  asked  for  further 
credit,  which  was  refused  to  him,  but  that  he  made  no  complaint 
respecting  the  payment  of  his  order  by  Agent  Bonesteel,  and  that  he 
has  never  heard  him  make  any  complaint  since,  until  the  present  in- 
vestigation." 

William  Powell,  United  States  interpreter,  (deposition  No.  36,)  tes- 
tifies: ^*That  the  recollection  of  deponent  as  to  the  Gavert  order, 
given  by  O-ka-ma-sha,  is  not  very  distinct,  but  that  his  recollection 
is,  that  0-ka-masha  cime  to  the  agency  office  and  told  deponent  that 
he  could  not  stay  for  the  payment ;  that  he  had  been  hired  by  some 
white  men  ;  that  he  wanted  his  money  to  be  paid  to  Gavert  if  he  was  not 
here  to  receive  it  himself;  that  deponent  told  him,  in  answer,  tbat  he 
would  tell  the  agent  of  his  request ;  that  O-ka-ma-sha  went  out,  and 
immediately  afterwards  Gavert  came  into  the  office  (deponent  does 
not  remember  if  O-ka-ma-sha  was  with  him)  and  asked  if  he  had  re- 
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quested  that  his  money  should  be  paid  to  him,  (Cavert ;)  that  depo- 
nent answered  that  he  had  ;  that  his  (the  deponent's)  impression  is, 
bat  he  will  not  be  certain,  that  he  came  back  with  Cavert  into  the 
office  with  the  order,  and  that  the  anderstanding  was,  that  the  money 
was  to  be  paid  over  to  Cavert ;  that  when  his  (O-ka-ma-sba's)  name 
was  called  during  payment  from  the  roll  of  the  band  to  which  he  be- 
longed, it  was  announced  by  his  chief  that  he  was  absent ;  that  when 
the  payment  of  those  present  had  been  completed,  and  that  the  agent, 
according  to  custom,  called  over  again  the  names  of  the  absentees,  it 
was  announced  that  O-ka-ma-sha  was  then  present ;  that  the  agent 
then  directed  the  chief  of  his  band  to  call  him  and  have  him  brought 
in  ;  that  he  came  in,  and  Mr.  Bonesteel  counted  out  the  money  that 
was  due  him,  and  told  him  to  touch  the  pen  ;  at  that  time  deponent 
reminded  the  agent  that  there  was  an  order  in  favor  of  Cavert,  which 
0-ka-ma-sha  had  spoken  to  deponent  about  before  he  went  off;  that 
Mr.  Bonesteel  replied  that  he  was  very  glad  deponent  had  reminded 
him  of  it,  as  he  had  forgotten  all  about  it ;  that  Mr.  Bonesteel  then 
looked  among  the  papers  before  him  and  found  that  there  was  such  an 
order,  and  stated  to  O-ka-ma-sha  the  amount  of  the  order,  and  to  say 
if  it  was  right,  and,  if  so,  to  '  touch  the  pen  ;'  that  he  then  touched 
the  pen;  that  after  he  had  done  so,  he  (Mr.  Bonesteel)  told  him  he  had 
not  the  change  but  that  if  he  would  come  down  to  the  office  he  would  pay 
him  the  balance  due  to  him  ;  that  Mr.  Bonesteel  retained  the  amount 
of  the  order  of  Mr.  Cavert ;  that  deponent  did  not  see  Cavert  in  the 
council  house  at  that  time ;  that  0-ka-ma-sha  made  no  objection  when 
Mr.  Bonesteel  explained  it  to  him^  and  told  him  ^  if  it  was  right  to 
touch  the  pen  ;'  that  to  the  best  of  deponent's  recollection  this  trans- 
action took  place  a  year  ago  last  fall,  and  upon  further  reflection  he 
knows  it  was  at  that  time." 

William  Powell  (2d  deposition,  No.  42)  testifles:  ''That  last  fall, 
after  the  payment  of  tie  Indian  annuities  by  Agent  Bonesteel,  Sho- 
ni-on  received  one  hundred  and  twelve  and  a  halt  dollars  for  his  land 
warrant  for  his  services  in  the  Black  Hawk  war ;  that  the  warrant 
was  offered  to  said  Sho-ni-on  or  the  money,  which  Mr.  Bonesteel  then 
told  Sho-ni-on  was  all  that  it  would  bring  at  that  time  ;  that  Sho-ni- 
on  said  he  would  rather  have  the  money,  and  received  one  hundred 
and  ten  dollars,  and  requested  that  two  dollars  of  the  balance  should 
be  paid  to  Mr.  Haas,  which  he,  the  said  Sho-ni-on,  owed  said  Haas  ; 
that  the  reason  that  Sho-ni-on  did  not  receive  the  whole  amount  at  the 
time  was,  because  the  agent  could  not  make  the  change,  and  that 
thereupon  Sho-ni-on  requested  tkie  change  to  be  given  to  deponent, 
with  authority,  as  aforesaid,  to  pay  two  dollars  of  the  amount  to  Haas ; 
that  subsequently  Mr.  Bonesteel  accordingly  placed  the  two  dollars 
and  a  half  in  the  hands  of  deponent,  which  deponent  handed  after- 
wards to  Haas,  who  claimed  that  the  whole  amount  was  due  to  him  ; 
which,  upon  Sho-ni-on  disputing,  he  (deponent)  told  Haas  to  return  the 
half  dollar  he  claimed,  which  Haas  did  in  the  presence  of  deponent." 

''That,  to  the  knowledge  of  deponent,  0-sha-wa-kah  received  for 
the  price  of  his  land  warrant  one  hundred  and  twelve  and  a  half  dol- 
lars ;"  "  that  it  has  been  the  habit  of  Agent  Bonesteel  to  offer  to  the 
Indians  their  land  warrants,  or  the  amount  of  money  which  Mr«  Bqua* 
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steel  informed  them  was  their  market  value ;  that  generally  the  Indians 
took  the  money  ;  some  preferred  taking  the  warrants,  some  of  which, 
to  the  knowledge  of  deponent,  are  still  in  their  hands." 

In  support  ot  the  15th  charge,  to  wit :  That  he  refused  to  hear  their 
complaints  against  the  employes  on  the  reservation — 

La  Motte,  a  chief,  (deposition  No.  18,)  testifies:  ''That  last  fall, 
having  heard  a  great  many  of  his  young  men  say  that  farmer  Haas  did 
not  do  his  duty,  and  knowing  himself  that  he  did  not,  he,  the  deponent, 
complained  to  Mr.  Bonesteel  in  council  at  the  school-house,  Mr.  Powell 
interpreting,  and  requested  Mr.  Bonesteel  to  send  Haas  away  where  he 
came  from;  that  he  spoke  as  loud  as  he  could,  but  that  Mr.  Bonesteel 
paid  no  more  regard  to  him  than  if  he  had  been  a  young  child ;  that  he 
heard  Wau-ke-chan  make  the  same  complaint  before  he  spoke,  and 
that  because  no  attention  was  paid  to  him,  he,  the  deponent,  spoke; 
that  at  the  time  he  complained  in  the  council  against  farmer  Haas, 
a  soldier,  Wau-banas-cum,  spoke,  and  said  that  if  farmer  Haas  was 
sent  away  those  Indians  who  did  not  belong  to  the  church  could  have 
no  fields  ;  that  Wau-ba-nas-cum  did  not  say  that  Haas  took  good  care 
of  the  cattle  ;  that  is  all  that  Wau-ba-nas-cum  said,  because  the 
council  was  all  in  confusion,  and  Mr.  Bonesteel  had  risen  to  go  away; 
that  Mr.  Bonesteel  said  nothing  in  answer  to  his  complaint  against 
farmer  Haas  that  he  understood  ;  that  Mr.  Bonesteel  did  make  some 
answer  to  the  complaint,  but  what  it  was  he  does  not  remember  ;  that 
because  Mr.  Bonesteel  did  not  consent  to  dismiss  Haas  at  once,  he, 
deponent,  paid  no  attention  to  what  he  said  in  reply  to  his  com- 
plaint." 

In  answer  to  this  charge,  no  testimony  was  introduced;  it  is  refated 
by  the  testimony  itself. 

There  is  a  further  charge  against  Mr.  Bonesteel,  rather  of  a  perso- 
nal than  of  an  oflScial  character,  which  in  itself  is  unworthy  of  an 
introduction  into  this  report.  But  that  nothing  in  the  nature  of  a 
charge  which  arose  in  the  course  of  the  investigation  may  appear  to 
have  been  omitted,  and  as  an  illustration  of  the  character  and  credi- 
bility of  one  of  the  origi  al  complainants,  as  well  as  an  act  of  justice 
to  Agent  Bonesteel,  it  is  here  inserted : 

Joseph  M.  Ostroph  (deposition  No.  26)  testifies:  '^That  Mr.  Bone- 
steel, two  years  ago,  came  to  the  post  office  and  told  deponent,  then 
postmaster,  that  if  a  letter  came  to  his  office  addressed  by  Mr.  Slinger- 
land,  the  Stockbridge  minister,  to  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs, 
to  retain  it ;  that  no  letter  came,  but  about  two  weeks  afterwards  a 
letter  came,  and  that  he,  deponent,  retained  it  because  there  was  only 
three  cents  paid  on  it;  that  subsequently  he,  deponent,  saw  Mr. 
Slingerland,  who  paid  him  three  cents  more,  and  he  transmitted  it  to 
the  distributing  office  at  Chicago ;  that  Mr.  Bonesteel  did  not  ask 
him,  deponent,  to  see  the  letter  of  Mr.  Slingerland  which  he,  depo- 
nent^ had  kept  back  in  his  office  for  deficiency  in  the  postage,  as  he  has 
before  stated  ;  this  letter,  to  the  best  of  his  recollection^  was  deposited 
in  the  office  a  year  ago  last  summer  ;  that  he  does  not  recollect  the 
mouth  ;  that  deponent  wrote  to  Mr.  Bonesteel  stating  to  him  that  Mr, 
Slingerland  had  posted  a  letter  against  him,  Bonesteel,  to  the  depart- 
ment at  Washington,  and  asking  Mr.  Bonesteel  in  that  letter  whether 
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he,  deponent,  should  retain  it ;  that  deponent  received  no  answer 
from  Mr.  Bonesteel  to  this  letter ;  that  there  was  no  letter  in  the 
office  at  that  time  ;  that  he,  deponent,  wrote  the  letter  merely  to 
catch  Mr.  Bonesteel  in  his  attempt  to  seduce  him,  the  deponent, 
three  months  before,  from  the  duties  of  his  office,  in  asking  him  to 
retain  a  letter  from  Mr.  Slingerland  ;  that  the  letter  of  Mr.  Slinger- 
land  that  he  testifies  he  retained  for  the  postage  was  detained  until 
the  following  mail  af^^r  it  was  posted ;  that  he  knows  it  was  from 
Mr.  Slingerland  from  the  handwriting  of  the  address." 

In  answer  to  this  charge,  Jeremiah  Slingerland,  minister  of  the 
Gospel  on  the  Stockbridge  reservation,  (deposition  No.  34,)  testifies: 
"  That  he  has  resided  on  the  Stockbridge  reservation  in  said  State 
(Wisconsin)  for  a  little  over  two  years;  that  he  is  the  only  person  of 
his  name  who  officiates  as  minister  of  the  Gospel  on  said  reservation, 
or  has  officiated  there  in  that  capacity  during  his  residence  ;  that,  to 
his  knowledge,  he  has  never  written  a  letter  since  he  has  resided  there, 
addressed  to  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  or  to  the  Indian 
department,  directly  or  indirectly  ;  nor  has  he  any  recollection  of  ever, 
during  that  time,  addressed  or  directed  any  letter  or  package  to  the 
Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  or  to  the  Indian  department,  in  his 
own  handwriting,  for  any  other  person  ;  that,  to  his  recollection,  he 
has  never  placed,  or  caused  to  be  placed,  in  the  post  office  at  Keshena, 
on  the  Menomonee  reservation,  any  letter  or  package  so  addressed  ; 
and  that,  to  his  recollection,  he  has  never  ascertained  that  a  letter 
posted  by  or  for  him  in  said  office  had  been  kept  back  because  the 
postage  had  not  been  paid  in  full,  and  upon  which  he  paid  to  the  post- 
master, Joseph  M.  Ostroph,  three  cents  additional  for  its  transmission  ; 
that  his  testimony  hereinbefore  given,  as  to  the  letters  or  packages 
spoken  of,  is  intended  to  apply  to  the  time  he  has  resided  on  the  Stock- 
bridge  reservation,  and  to  the  period  that  Joseph  M.  Ostroph  has  been 
postmaster  at  Keshena,  on  said  Menomonee  reservation;  that  he  has 
not,  during  that  time,  addressed  any  letter  or  package  to  any  depart- 
ment of  the  government  at  Washington,  to  the  best  of  his  recollec- 
tion." 

William  Powell  (deposition  No.  36)  swears :  "  That  the  general 
reputation  of  Joseph  M.  Ostroph  for  truth  and  honesty  is  very  bad 
amongst  the  Indians  and  whites  residing  on  the  Menomonee  reserva- 
tion." 

George  Gown  (deposition  No.  37)  swears :  '*  That  he  knows  Joseph 
M.  Ostroph,  and  that  all  say  his  character  for  truth  and  honesty  is 
bad ;  that  deponent  would  not  believe  him  under  oath  ;  that  deponent 
says  so  from  his  own  knowledge  of  Ostroph,  and  from  what  people  say 
of  him." 

Joseph  8.  Gavert  (deposition  No.  39)  swears :  "  That  he  knows 
Joseph  M.  Ostroph,  and  that  his  general  reputation  for  truth  is  bad, 
and  that  from  his  general  reputation  he,  deponent,  would  uot  believe 
him  under  oath." 

Lewis  Goldstucker  (deposition  No.  40)  swears:  **That  he  knows 
Joseph  M.  Ostroph  ;  that  his  reputation,  so  far  as  he  can  hear  among 
the  people  here,  is  bad ;  from  what  deponent  has  heard  of  him,  he 
would  not  believe  him  under  oath." 
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Charles  D.  Ambrose  (deposition  No.  41)  swears:  "  That  he  is 
acquaiuted  with  Joseph  M.  Ostroph,  and  that  his  general  reputation 
for  trutli  is  bad;  that,  from  his  general  reputation,  he  must  saj  that 
he  would  not  believe  him  under  oath." 

On  the  cross-examination  of  Wau-pe-nash-cum,  a  Menomonee  In- 
dian, and  one  of  the  original  complainants  introduced  on  the  part  of 
the  Indians,  (deposition  No.  15,)  he  testifies:  *^  That  he  knows  Eli 
Williams,  a  Stockbridge  Ind  an,  who  lives  within  a  half  an  hour's 
walk  of  the  reservation  ;  that  he  went  home  with  Williams  last  Fri- 
day and  stayed  all  night,  and  returned  on  the  afternoon  of  the  next 
day,  Saturday  ;  that  he  did  not  ask  Williams  to  come  over  and  swear 
for  the  Menoraonees  ;  that  he  did  not  tell  Williams  that  if  he  would 
come  over  and  swear  for  the  Menomonees  that  Cavert  sold  liquor,  the 
Menomonees  would  give  him,  Williams,  fifteen  dollars ;  that  he  did 
not  tell  Williams  that  if  he,  Williams,  would  come  and  swear  for  the 
Menomonees  they  would  give  him,  Williams,  fifteen  dollars ;  that 
Williams  gave  deponent  liquor  to  drink,  and  that  deponent  was  drunk 
at  the  house  of  Williams ;  that  he  drank  liquor  after  he  came  back 
from  a  bottle  in  his  own  house,  which  he  bought  of  Eli  Williams." 

Eli  Williams,  an  educated  Indian,  of  the  Stockbridge  tribe  of  In- 
dians, produced  on  the  part  of  Agent  Bonesteel,  (deposition  No.  35,) 
testifies:   **  That  the  same  night,"   (Friday  last,)  **  after  midnight, 
Wau-pe-nash-cum  came  to  deponent's  house  and  stopped  there  all 
night,  and  left  in  the  morning  ;  that  during  the  night,  soon  after  he 
came,  he  asked  deponent  whether  he  knew  anything  about  the  spilling 
liquor  in  the  bacic  room  of  the  store  of  Cavert,  the  Indian  trader  at 
Keshena  ;  that  deponent  answered  he  did  ;  whereupon  Wau-pe-nash- 
cum  told  deponent  that  the  Menomonees  had  picked  him,  Wau-pe- 
nash-cum,  out,  with  three  others,  to  testify  about  it,  and  that  he  did 
not  like  to  do  so  himself,  and  told  deponent  that  the  Menomonees 
would  like  him,  deponent,  to  come  down  and  testify  what  he  knew 
about  the  liquor ;  that  if  the  deponent  would  come  down,  he  thought 
that  the  Menomonees  would  pay  him,  deponent,  well — perhaps  five 
dollars,  perhaps  ten,  and  perhaps  fifteen  dollars;  that  deponent  told 
him,  in  answer,  that  he  could  not  do  it,  that  he  could  not  do  them 
any  good,  becautse  he  knew  how  the  liquor  came  there  ;  that  Wau-pe- 
nash-cum  asked  deponent  who  brought  it  there,  and  that  he  told  him 
Daniel  Toucy  ;  that  in  the  morning,  just  before  day-light,  he  asked 
deponent  whether  any  of  his  folks  could  testify  anything  about  the 
agent,  to  which  deponent  answered  *  he  guessed  not ;'  that  deponent 
did  not  sell  Wau-pe-nash-cum  a  bottle  of  liquor  at  his  house  during 
the  night,  nor  when  he  went  away  in  the  morning ;  that  he  asked 
deponent  ibr  liquor,  and  deponent  replied  that  he  could  not  let  it  go ; 
that  he  saw  Wau-pe-nash-cum  at  his  own  house  that  day  put  liquor 
into  a  bottle ;  that  deponent  did  not  himself  buy  any  liquor  that 
day.'' 

After  the  close  of  the  testimony  on  the  part  of  the  complainants,  a 
question  was  propounded  to  a  witness  on  the  part  of  the  defence  re- 
specting the  rents  accruing  from  the  two  stores  occupied  by  Indian 
traders  on  the  Menomonee  reservation.  The  introduction  of  a  new 
charge  in  that  manner,  and  at  that  time,  was  objected  to  by  the  attor- 
ney for  Mr.  Bonesteel,  and  the  objection  sustained  by  the  special  agent 
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as  well  for  tbe  reason  above  stated,  as  for  others  which  cannot  fail  to 
have  suggested  themselves  in  the  examination  of  the  testimony  here- 
inbefore recited. 

In  answer  to  the  interrogatories  of  the  special  agent  upon  this  and 
other  points,  and  by  the  suggestion  of  his  counsel,  Mr.  Bonesteel  has 
volunteered  the  following  explanation  in  his  letter  of  the  14th  of  May, 
I860,  marked,  with  the  depositions.  No.  45,  in  these  words,  to  wit: 

''  As  I  have  nothing  to  conceal  in  reference  to  any  matters  apper- 
taining to  my  official  conduct,  I  would  now  state  there  are  two  stores 
on  the  reservation — one  occupied  by  Mr.  Cavert,  the  person  before 
alluded  to;  the  other,  by  Mr.  Morse.  The  understanding,  in  reference 
to  these  stores,  with  the  chiefs  and  tenants  has  been  that  the  rent  of 
the  store  Cavert  occupies  should  go  to  the  pagan  chief's,  and  should 
be  paid  in  tobacco,  at  the  rate  of  one  hundred  dollars  per  year.  The 
rent  of  last  year  for  this  store  has  not  been  paid.  The  rent  for  the 
store  oocupi^  by  Morse  was  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars  per 
year,  and  was  to  be  applied  for  the  benefit  of  their  church.  The  rent 
for  this  year  has  been  paid,  and  the  proceeds  applied  for  that  purpose, 
under  the  direction  of  the  Christian  chiefs." 

It  seems  almost  unnecessary  to  remark  that  not  a  single  well-founded 
charge  against  the  official  conduct  of  Agent  Bonesteel  has  been  sus- 
tains—the charges  themselves  being  in  many  instances  refuted  by 
the  very  testimony  produced  to  support  them. 

It  may  be  proper,  however,  to  remark,  upon  theadmission  made  by  Mr. 
Bonesteel  that  he  paid  Leach,  the  miller,  his  salary  for  the  time  he 
was  sick,  when  the  business  with  which  he  was  intrusted  did  not 
suffer  by  his  absence,  that  such  payment  is  fully  justified  by  equity, 
custom,  and  precedent,  as  well  in  regard  to  private  as  public  employes, 
under  the  universal  sanction  of  common  humanity. 

The  charge,  likewise,  that  he  appointed  Captain  William  Powell  his 
interpreter  against  the  wishes  of  the  Indians,  is  equally  opposed  to  reason 
and  justice.  It  was  alike  his  privilege  and  his  duty  to  appoint  in  that 
capacity  a  person  in  whom  he  could  place  implicit  confidence,  and 
whose  fidelity  would  be  animated  by  the  consciousness  that  his  selec- 
tion was  the  individual  choice  of  the  agent.  The  propriety  of  this 
appointment,  in  preference  to  that  of  Joseph  Gauthier,  at  the  request 
of  the  Indians,  is  more  than  justified  by  the  disclosures  of  this  investi- 
gation. 

8o,  also,  the  charge  j>f  keeping  a  mare  with  its  sucking  colt  in  the 
Menomonee  barn,  whiie  residing  on  the  reservation,  for  the  support  of 
which  he  furnished  his  own  grain.  Some  means  of  conveyance  on  a 
reservation  extending  over  ten  townships  was  plainly  necessary  for 
the  performance  of  his  official  duties.  Had  he  taken  the  horses  of 
the  agency  from  their  work  for  his  use  in  the  more  important  super- 
men ot  the  affairs  of  the  tribe,  he  would,  without  question,  have 
been  perfectly  justifiable.  His  incurring  this  additional  expense  him- 
self to  avoid  such  a  necessity,  even  if  it  had  been  proven  that  their 
hay  and  oats  had  been  used,  was  a  beneficence,  and  not  an  aggression; 
and  the  charge  founded  thereon  is  alike  unreasonable  and  ungrateful. 
In  regard  to  that  branch  of  the  eleventh  charge,  which  declares 
that,  for  want  of  the  lumber  obtained  from  the  mill  by  Mosaic*  ¥tvJlL- 

H.  Ex.  Doc.  4 3 


3(  CASE    OF    A.    D.   BONESTEEL. 

ett  and  down,  eight  Indian  houses  are  left  unfinished,  I  deem  it  a 
part  of  my  duty  to  state  that  I  visited  that  number  on  the  reserve,  and 
can  bear  witness,  from  personal  observation,  that  there  was  more  or 
less  lumber  at  each  of  them,  without,  I  believe,  a  single  exception. 
Their  unfinished  condition  is  the  result  of  two  causes — the  natural  and 
peculiar  indolence  of  the  Menomonees,  and  their  consequent  inability 
to  pay  their  native  carpenters,  who,  very  properly,  will  not  work,  any 
more  than  our  own  mechanics,  without  payment  for  their  labor. 

Upon  the  subject  of  the  alleged  destitute  condition  of  the  Menomo- 
ueeSj  as  the  consequence  of  the  neglect  of  the  agent  to  withhold  a 
portion  of  their  provisions  for  distribution  during  the  winter  months, 
or  when  they  came  out  of  their  sugar  camps,  as  indicated  in  the  6th 
charge,  though  proven  to  be  unfounded  in  fact,  yet  in  this  connexion 
your  attention  is  respectfully  directed  to  the  3d  deposition  of  Sho-ni- 
on.  No.  22.  In  this  deposition  he  swears  ''  that  Mr.  Kershaw  wrote 
an  affidavit  which  he  signed  after  last  New  Tear's  day,  in  which  he 
intended  to  swear  that  ihere  were  six  poor  persons  in  his  band,  and 
not  six  hundred." 

(His  previous  affidavit,  referred  to  by  this  witness,  signed  jointly 
with  Sho-no-nee,  will  be  found  marked  No.  23  in  the  accompanying 
memorial  of  the  State  of  Wisconsin  to  Congress.) 

His  previous  testimony  on  this  point  in  that  affidavit  is  in  the  fol- 
lowing words :  '^  There  is  at  the  present  time  six  hundred  beings  in 
the  band  6ver  which  we  have  control  that  are  entirely  destitute  oi 
food  and  clothing;  unless  they  have  relief  they  will  perish — they  will 
starve  to  death." 

My  own  observation  as  to  the  relative  truth  of  their  representations 
of  their  condition,  with  the  actual  fact,  cannot  be  better  illustrated 
than  by  the  error  here  exposed  after  it  had  accomplished  its  object ; 
the  truth  being  in  about  the  same  ratio  to  this  misrepresentation  of 
numbers. 

Had  I  visited  the  reservation  previous  to  my  recommendation  that 
provisions  should  immediately  be  furnished  to  the  Menomonees,  my 
own  observation  and  judgment  would  have  prevented  such  a  recom- 
mendation. The  anxiety  of  the  agent  for  their  welfare,  and  the  reli- 
ance of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Biley  upon  exaggerated  representations  misled 
them.  The  Indians  were  abundantly  supplied  with  fish ;  and  fiour 
and  pork  were  obtained  by  them  in  exchange  for  their  sugar. 

There  never  was  a  community,  civilized  or  savage,  without  its  pro- 
portion of  destitute  persons  at  all  times,  especially  from  old  age 
among  the  latter^  the  necessities  of  whom  seem  utterly  disregarded 
even  by  their  nearest  relatives. 

It  is  not  deemed  necessary  to  present  the  testimony  against  the 
employes  on  the  Menomonee  reservation  in  detail  in  the  boidy  of  this 
report,  for  the  reason  that  no  allegation  exists  therein  of  the  com- 
plicity of  the  agent,  or  of  his  knowledge  of  the  matter,  therein 
charged  ;  and  for  the  further  reason,  that  it  would  extend  the  report 
to  an  undue  length. 

A  nummary  is  therefore  submitted,  marked  0,  exhibiting  the 
charges  against  each  employ^,  in  connexion  with  the  rebutting 
testimony  applicable    thereto,  with    the   number    of   the    deposi- 
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tion  from  which  it  is  drawn,  in  order  that  reference  may  be  readilj 
had  to  the  same. 

The  main  difficulty  which  was  encoantered  in  the  investigation 
was  the  character  of  the  Indian  testimony. 

It  is  well  known  to  the  department  that  the  Indian  does  not  distin- 
guish between  what  he  believes  and  what  he  knows.  He  readily  be- 
Ueves  injarious  tales,  and  delights  in  inventing  them  to  gratify  the 
common  appetite.  The  story  of  his  wrongs,  his  poverty,  and  his 
wants,  are  ever  upon  his  lips  in  his  talks  with  his  '^fathers,"  and 
he  gr^ily  receives  from  the  white  man  any  story  which  will  add  to 
his  catalogue,  and  this  becomes  knowledge  which  he  will  not  hesitate 
to  testify  to  under  oath.  Of  the  obligations  of  an  oath  they  have  none, 
or  a  very  imperfect  idea.  The  consequence  of  perjury  on  their  condi- 
tion hereafter  has  no  sufficient  basis  in  their  belief  to  restrain  or  con- 
trol their  evidence,  and  of  the  legal  consequences  they  have  had  no 
experience  or  example. 

It  is  equally  well  known  that  the  Indian  talks  are  carefully  con- 
sidered and  pre-arranged  in  secret  councils.  The  same  course  is  pur- 
sued when  called  to  give  evidence  in  support  of  accusations  pre- 
arranged in  the  same  manner.  Witnesses  to  particular  facts  are 
chosen  and  well  drilled,  and  their  memory  of  their  talk  prompted  and 
corrected  where  opportunity  is  afforded.  Eli  Williams  testifies  that 
Wau-pe-nash-cum  told  him  that  he  and  three  others  had  been  picked 
out  to  sustain  a  certain  charge,  and  endeavored  to  enlist  him  with  the 
promise  of  money  to  its  support.  Sho- no-nee,  a  head  chief,  retracted 
and  contradicted  his  own  deposition,  after  a  conference  with  his  own 
people,  because  they  had  scolded  him,  and  he  was  afraid  of  them. 
The  same  chief  subsequently  refused  to  answer  cross-interrogatories, 
alleging  that  he  had  come  but  to  say  one  thing,  and  would  say  nothing 
else.  The  testimony  in  this  case  will  exhibit  the  extraordinary  audaci- 
ty with  which  they  pervert  and  distort  the  plainest  facts.  For  exam- 
ple, in  the  instance  of  William  Powell,  the  interpreter,  explaining 
the  necessary  qualifications  to  entitle  the  applicant  to  a  land  warrant, 
their  applying  a  part  of  the  general  instructions  given  in  open  council 
to  the  single  individual  Pe-pone-ne,  and  endeavoring  to  maintain  it 
by  the  offer  of  cumulative  testimony  to  the  same  effect.  No  one  in 
examining  the  depositions  can  fail  to  perceive  the  cunning  equivoca- 
tion by  which  they  endeavor  to  avoid  the  truth  and  maintain  the 
falsehood.  It  will  be  observed  that  more  than  one  witness  swears 
that  he  does  not  understand  the  English  language,  and  afterwards 
swears  that  he  understands  his  own  deposition  as  read  to  him  by  the 
special  agent,  and  signs  his  name  thereto.  Another  swears  that  he 
knows  no  measure  of  time,  not  even  the  time  of  one  ''moon,"  the 
usual  measure  of  time  among  his  race;  and  yet,  as  his  same  deposition 
shows,  he  could  name  the  days  of  the  week,  the  numerals  from  one  to 
ten  in  English,  and  testify  from  actual  count  that  the  number  of  bushels 
of  corn  raised  on  the  *'  Central  Farm  "  was  one  hundred  and  thirty. 
It  must  therefore  constantly  be  borne  in  mind  that  Indian  testimony 
must  be  received  with  many  grains  of  allowance. 

It  remains,  in  closing  this  report,  to  glance  as  briefly  as  possible  at 
the  origin  and  progress  of  the  dissatisfaction  of  the  Menomonees^ 
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which  has  exhibited  itself  in  the  most  reckless  disregard  of  the  author" 
ity  of  the  government,  and  vented  itself  in  the  grossest  calumnies  and 
most  unfounded  accusations  against  their  best  friend. 

The  first  exhibition  of  thia  dissatisfaction,  as  shown  by  the  testi- 
mony, appeared  at  the  annuity  payment  of  the  year  eighteen  hundred 
and  fifty-seven,  when  they  refused  to  receive  their  annuities  from  the 
hands  of  their  agent,  for  the  reason  that  there  was  a  deficiency  in  the 
usual  amount  of  some  six  hundred  and  seventy-five  dollars,  which  had 
been  paid  by  the  department,  and  by  the  agent,  under  its  instructions, 
at  their  express  desire,  upon  their  written  authority,  signed  by  all 
their  chiefs.  Notwithstanding  this  was  fully  explained  to  them,  they 
for  some  time  persisted  in  their  refusal,  saying,  according  to  the  testi- 
mony of  Mr.  Prickett,  ''  that  some  of  their  money  had  been  spilled 
by  the  way." 

It  is  manifest  from  the  evidence  that  this  dissatisfaction  was 
fomented  and  aggravated  by  venal  and  unprincipled  parties,  whose 
only  avenue  to  prosperity  is  that  created  by  imposing  upon  the  cre- 
dulity of  the  ignorant,  and  exciting  those  suspicions  which  are  so  easily 
aroused  in  the  bosom  of  the  Indian.  From  their  subsequent  pro- 
ceedings it  is  evident  that  the  apprehension  was  instilled  into  their 
minds  that  the  payment  of  the  small  sum  above  mentioned  was  bat 
the  commencement  of  the  liquidation  by  the  government  of  the  large 
amount  of  claims  against  them,  which  they  had  once  sanctioned  bnt 
subsequently  refused  to  confirm. 

The  summer  the  following  payments,  before  mentioned,  were  made, 
iihey  requested  the  agent,  as  appears  from  the  testimony  of  the  inter- 
preter, Mr.  Powell,  to  write  to  their  great  father  to  allow  them  to 
come  to  Washington  **  to  attend  to  their  money  matters."  The  fol- 
lowing fall,  at  their  annuity  payment,  having  received  from  the  agent 
the  information  that  he  had  received  no  encouragement  from  the 
department  in  answer  to  their  request,  they  declared  that  they  were 
determined  to  go.  It  was  then,  according  to  the  same  witness,  *'  they 
'began  to  mistrust  that  he  had  written  as  he  had  promised,"  and  that 
previous  to  that  time  he  had  never  heard  any  complaints  against  the 
agent  or  any  of  the  employes. 

It  appears  from  the  testimony  of  A-qua-no-ma,  the  head  chief  of  the 
Menomonees,  that  a  person  by  the  name  of  J.  W.  (or  W.  J.)  Kershaw 
had  married  a  woman  of  his  tribe,  and  a  connexion  of  his  own,  and 
that  an  interview  took  place  between  A-qua-no-ma  and  Kershaw  at 
the  house  of  the  aunt  of  the  wife  of  the  latter  some  two  years  ago. 
What  transpired  at  that  interview  A  qua-no-ma  refused  to  disclose. 
From  the  declaration  of  Kershaw  that  he  had  well  studied  the 
Menomonee  treaties,  and  made  himself  master  of  the  subject  of  tho 
claims  against  them,  taken  in  connexion  with  his  subsequent  conduct, 
the  character  of  that  conversation  is  not  difficult  to  determine.  The 
chief  La  Motte,  at  whose  house  the  affidavits  accompanying  the 
memorial  to  Congress  were  concocted  by  Kershaw,  testifies  'Hhat 
Kish-kah-na-ka-hom,  the  brother-in-law  of  Kershaw,  came  here  and 
told  the  Indians— deponent,  the  first — that  his  brother  was  a  very  big 
lawyer,  and  that  he  generally  went  to  the  seat  of  government  of  the 
State;  that  as  near  as  he  could  understand  him,  he  further  told  depo- 
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nent  that  Kershaw  requested  him  to  tell  the  chiefs  that  he  (Kershaw) 
was  a  very  great  lawyer;  and  that  Mr.  Kershaw  told  him,  likewise,  to 
tell  the  chie^  that  he  was  married  into  the  tribe  of  the  Menomonees,  and 
considered  himself  an  Indian ;  and  that  if  they  were  in  trouble,  and 
wanted  to  go  to  Washington,  they  should  send  for  him  ;  and  that  he 
(La  Motte)  told  Kish  kah-na-ka-hom  that  he  had  better  go  and  tell 
the  chiefs." 

From  the  testimony  of  the  same  witness  we  learn  that  upon  this 
self-invitation  it  was  determined  to  send  for  Kershaw.  A  ready 
messenger,  as  La  Motte  testifies,  was  found  in  Joseph  Gauthier,  the 
interpreter  between  Kershaw  and  the  Indians,  and  the  person  who 
accompanied  their  delegation  to  Washington.  This  man  Gauthier  is 
a  half-breed,  who  had  been  dismissed  by  Agent  Bonesteel  from  the 
post  of  interpreter,  and  whom  he  had  refused  to  recognize  as  a  member 
of  the  tribe  by  adoption,  as  requested  by  some  of  the  chiefs.  He  is 
the  nephew  of  Carrow,  a  chief,  and  cousin  of  Keshena,  also  a  chief, 
and  through  them,  as  all  the  proceedings  indicate,  as  well  as  his  zeal 
and  activity  on  the  part  of  the  complainants  demonstrated,  under  the 
advice  and  direction  of  Kershaw,  operated  upon  the  Indians. 

It  was  evident  during  the  investigation  that  for  the  most  part  the 
witnesses  were  too  well  schooled  to  repeat  the  language  of  the 
harangues  addressed  to  them  by  Kershaw.  Their  inflammatory 
character  would  have  been  fully  displayed  by  reference  to  the  language 
he  has  put  into  their  mouths  in  their  petition  addressed  to  the  Presi- 
dent, the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs, 
and  to  Congress.  Of  some  of  his  tactics  we  have,  however,  the  direct 
evidence  in  this  investigation,  thous^h  comparatively  meagre  and 
reluctantly  drawn  out.  La  Motte  testifies  ^'  that  Mr.  Kershaw  advised 
them  they  were  too  quick  in  acting ;  that  they  had  a  graveyard  at 
Poygan  already  filled  up  with  their  dead,  and  that  they  had  another 
here  that  was  fast  filling  up,  and  that  they  should  remain  here." 
Charles  D.  Ambrose  testifies  that  Paul  Ah-ko-ne-boi  told  him  ''  that 
they  had  been  told  by  their  lawyer  that  they  had  complete  control 
over  everything  on  the  reservation  ;  that  it  belonged  to  them,  or 
language  to  that  effect,  and  that  they  had  been  so  advised  ;  that  they 
were  men;  that  they  had  arms  and  eyes  and  mouths  like  a  white  man, 
and  were  the  same  as  a  white  man  physically."  Acting  upon  which 
advice,  as  appears  from  the  same  witness,  John  Cown,  the  brother-in- 
law  of  Kershaw,  called  him  from  his  boarding-house,  telling  him  he 
was  wanted  in  the  store  of  Cavert,  his  employer  ;  and  upon  his  arrival 
there,  he  found  it  occupied  with  some  twenty  Indians,  who,  with  much 
abasive  language,  threatened  to  put  him  and  his  goods  out  of  doors. 
Another  topic  was  the  wrong  committed  by  their  agent  and  the 
employes,  first  introduced,  as  it  would  appear,  from  the  testimony  of 
La  Motte  by  Kershaw  himself.  His  words  are,  '*  that  Mr.  Kershaw 
told  them  they  might  tell  him  how  they  were  used  by  their  agent  and 
the  employes  on  the  reservation,  and  that  he  would  write  it  down  and 
take  it  to  Washington." 

While  lavish  of  his  advice,  he  was  not  less  so  of  his  promises, 
though  at  the  same  time  not  unmindful  of  himself.  A-qua-no-m^^ 
the  head  chief,  testifies  that  they  gave  Kershaw  ^^  a  pa^i  &XA\.\Ti^  \>caX 
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they  were  to  pay  liiin  fire  hundred  dollars.  Mr.  Kershaw  wrote  this 
paper,  aad  Mr.  Grauthier  interpreted  it  to  them ;  that  the  money  was 
for  his  services  in  writing  the  papers,  taking  them  to  WashingtoOi 
and  getting  the  papers  in  at  Washington ;  that  they  expected  from 
those  papers  that  the  traders  would  be  prerented  from  receiring  eighty 
thousand  dollars ;  that  they  expected,  if  they  prevented  it  being  paid 
to  the  traders,  they  would  soon  receive  it;  that  they  expected  to  receive 
and  biing  back  with  them  twenty  thousand  dollars,  exclusive  of  their 
annuities :  that  they  made  another  paper  to  be  presented  to  their  great 
fiither  at  Washington,  to  draw  the  sum  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars  to 
pay  tbe  expenses  of  the  delegation  to  and  from  Washington,  and  the 
five  hundred  dollars  to  Mr.  Kershaw." 

La  Motte  testifies  to  the  same  effect :  *'  They  (the  council)  told  the 
delegation  that  if  they  were  listened  to  they  should  ask  their  great 
father  in  Washington  for  twenty  thousand  that  year,  and  twenty 
thousand  dollars  the  next  succeeding  year^  to  be  taken  out  of  the 
interest  of  their  annuity  moneys,  in  addition  to  their  annnal  annuity 
payments  ;  that  they  were  to  tell  their  great  father  that  they  wanted 
these  moneys  because  their  crops  had  failed  and  they  were  poor." 

It  is  inferrible  from  the  testimony,  though  not  in  direct  evidenoei 
that  the  affidavits  against  the  agent  and  his  employes  were  principal- 
ly fashioned  by  Kershaw,  from  memoranda  taken  at  his  several  coun- 
cils with  the  Indians,  the  rough  outlines  being  filled  up  and  colored 
with  the  darkest  tints  and  deepest  shadows  his  fancy  could  furnish. 
When  thus  prepared,  they  were  perfected  with  the  aid  of  Gauthier,  at 
the  final  council  at  La  Motto's.  Furnished  with  these,  he  proceeded  to 
the  seat  of  government  of  Wisconsin,  as  I  am  informed,  and  there  ob- 
tained the  passage  of  the  memorial  to  Congress.  Thus  armed,  he 
carried  the  delegation  to  Washington,  although  he  had  been — as  testi- 
fied by  the  chief,  Keshena — "told,"  at  the  very  councils  where  the 
affidavits  were  framed,  "  that  the  agent,  Mr.  Bonesteel,  had  forbidden 
them  from  going  to  Washington."  That  this  man  has  acted  through- 
out in  contempt  of  the  authority  of  the  United  States,  and  in  direct 
contravention  of  the  provisions  of  the  intercourse  law,  there  can  be  no 

Suestion.  If  the  evidence  can  be  procured,  of  which  I  have  but  little 
oubt,  he  should  be  made  amenable  to  its  severest  penalties. 
It  will  be  observed,  from  the  testimony,  that  besides  Gauthier,  Ker- 
shaw had  two  other  assistants  in  this  nefarious  business.  Joseph 
M.  Ostroph,  the  late  postmaster  at  Keshena,  whose  infamous  char- 
acter ib  iully  exhibited  by  the  evidence  heretofore  quoted,  and  Ignatius 
Wetzel,  the  present  blacksmith,  whose  affidavit  appears  attached  to 
the  memorial  to  Congress,  and  who,  by  his  own  admission  in  his  de- 
position accompanying  this  report,  violated  the  express  instructions 
of  the  agent  in  attending  the  secret  councils  of  the  Indians.  His 
immediate  removal  is  alike  due  to  justice  and  to  the  maintenance  of 
the  authority  of  the  agent. 

The  accompanying  summary  of  the  testimony  in  support  of  the 
charges  against  the  employes,  as  well  as  in  their  defence,  will  put  you 
in  possession  of  all  the  facts.  In  my  judgment,  they  are  fully  vindi- 
cated.    With  Mr.  Samuel  T.  Leach,  the  miller,  previous  to  the  dis- 
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charge  of  the  son  of  the  chief  Carrow  from  work  at  the  mill,  the 
chiefs,  as  the  testimonj  shows,  were  well  satisfied. 

Frederick  Haas,  the  farmer,  is  an  industrioas,  well-informed  German, 
to  whose  benevolent  character,  kindness,  and  liberality  to  the' Indians, 
the  testimony  presents  abundant  proofs.  Captain  William  Powell  is  a 
highly  intelligent  gentleman,  who  deservedly  enjoys  the  universal 
respect  and  esteem  of  his  fellow-citizens.  He  has  held  the  post  of 
interpreter  for  some  time  against  his  own  wishes  at  the  earnest  solici- 
tation of  Mr.  Bonesteel,  who  cannot  adequately  supply  his  place.  As 
one  instance  of  the  unpardonable  intermeddling  of  Mr.  Kershaw  and 
his  tools  with  the  Menomonees,  they  will  lose  the  services  of  these 
valuable  men,  who  have  all  resigned,  to  take  effect  at  the  expiration 
of  the  present  quarter. 

It  is  proper  to  state  that  the  charges  which  have  been  preferred 
against  the  agent  and  the  employes  have  been  preferred  by  the 
Christian  bands,  so  called ;  and  the  key  to  the  hostility  to  Mr.  Haas 
may  be  found  in  the  declaration  of  Wau-ba-nascum,  mentioned  in 
the  deposition  of  La  Motte,  that  ^^  if  Haas  is  dismissed,  the  pagans 
^ill  have  no  fields."  His  impartiality  in  the  performance  of  his  duties 
was  the  crime  which  gave  rise  to  the.  accusations  agaiost  him.  G-au- 
thier's  hostility  to  Mr.  Powell  may  be  dated  from  his  displacement  in 
the  interpretership. 

But  perhaps  the  most  serious  loss  that  is  to  result  from  the  insane 
conduct  of  this  unfortunate  tribe,  will  be  that  of  Mrs.  Dounman,  the 
preceptress  of  the  female  school.     Insulted  and  reviled  in  the  house, 
and  in  the  very  presence  of  their  missionary  priest,  and  her  dwelling 
assailed  with  violence  at  midnight  under  the  direction  of  his  chief,  by 
his  brutal  emissary,  she  has  declared  her  determination  to  abandon 
them.     With  no  impelling  motive  other  than  her  Christian  benevo- 
lence, she  has  been  for  thirty-two  years  their  faithful,  self-sacrificing 
benefactress,  whom  they  had  long  loved  and  revered  under  the  endear- 
ing name  of  their  mother — a  title  by  long  and  patient  endurance,  by 
unremitting, unrewarded  devotion  to  theirtemporal, intellectual,  moral,^ 
and  religious  welfare,  she  most  hardly  earned ;   the  instructress  of 
their  children,  the  nurse  of  their  sick,  the  providence  of  their  desti- 
tute, the  consoler  of  their  dying,  the  priestess  at  the  altar,  the  sole, 
gratuitous  interpreter  of  the  religious  teachings  of  all  their  Christian 
missionaries,  from  whose  lips  alone  the  lessons  of  divine  truth  had 
ever  reached  their  ears.     The  demand  for  the  removal  of  this  lady 
was  determined  upon  in  council,  as  I  was  informed  by  herself,  and, 
as  it  was  said,  the  loudest  advocate  for  the  measure  was  Ee-she-na, 
whose  child  she  is  rearing  at  her  own  hearth  with  all  the  care  and 
fondness  of  her  own  daughter. 

Bach  is  the  present  morale  of  the  Menomonees  who  have  lent  their 
ears  to  the  counsels  of  Kershaw,  and  have  been  guided  in  theit  conduct 
QDder  his  advice  by  his  tools.  Should  they  continue  to  pursue  such 
counsels,  the  prospect  of  their  future  is  truly  lamentable.  They 
have  already  sacrificed  nearly  three  thousand  dollars  in  travelling 
expenses,  gratuities  to  their  abettors,  and  fees  to  their  attorneys. 
During  the  pendency  of  the  investigation  their  fields  have  been  utterly 
neglected,  and  under  the  advice,  it  is  understood,  of  tbelt  ^owii^V^ 


40  CASE  OF  A.   D.    BONE8TEEL.  _ 

their  chiefs  have  refused  to  ask  from  this  agent  the  necessary  seed  for 
planting.  He  has,  however,  made  the  necessary  purchases,  having 
reason  to  believe  that  their  people  will  receive  them,  and  being  unwil- 
ling that  they  should  suffer  from  their  folly.  That  portion  of  the 
reserve  on  which  they  are  located  is  comparatively  sterile  and  inhospita- 
ble ;  last  year  their  crops  were  almost  entirely  cut  off  by  the  frosts.  It 
is  to  be  hoped  that  it  may  not  be  deemed  unbecoming  to  suggest  that 
the  policy  of  the  department,  which  has  been  attended  with  results  so 
happy  with  other  Indian  tribes,  should  be  pursued  with  these.  The 
system  of  allotments  of  land  in  severalty,  and  the  application  of  the 
proceeds  of  their  surplus  land  for  the  purposes  of  agricultural  improve- 
ment, cannot  fail  to  better  their  condition.  The  Brothertons,  in  their 
vicinity,  exhibit  a  striking  contrast  in  intelligence  and  indnstryy  and 
consequent  prosperity. 

The  conduct  of  Agent  Bonesteel  toward  these  people  has  been  pater* 
nal  in  the  extreme.  Every  intelligent  witness  questioned  upon  the 
subject,  as  will  appear  from  the  evidence,  concurs  in  bearing  witness 
to  the  kind  treatment  they  have  uniformly  received  at  his  hands. 
If  any  fault  can  be  laid  to  his  charge^  it  is  an  over  indulgence  in  hit 
desire  to  gratify  and  serve  them.  But  in  the  vocabulary  of  the  Indian 
there  is  said  to  be  no  word  expressive  of  thanks;  and  if  the  word 
gratitude  evf  r  existed  in  the  language  of  the  MenomoneeSi  it  is  now 
expunged  or  obsolete. 

I  cannot  refrain  from  adding,  in  justice  to  a  meritorious  public 
officer,  so  harshly  assailed  and  so  vindictively  pursued,  that  when  the 
character  of  the  testimony  is  considered,  prompted  and  dictated  by 
venality  and  malevolence,  prepared,  embodied,  and  guided  by  the 
highest  professional  acumen,  so  clear  and  absolute  a  vindication  of 
Agent  Bonesteel  as  this  investigation  presents  is  a  rare  triumph  of 
official  and  personal  integrity,  which  justifies  and  sanctions  the  confi- 
dence of  the  government,  and  commends  him  anew  to  the  esteem  and 
respect  of  all  good  men. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

KINTZING  PRITCHETTB, 
Special  Agent  Indian  Department. 

Eon.  A.  B.  Grbenwood, 

Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs. 


Memoranda  of  a  conversation  held  on  the  2*lth  day  of  March^  1860,  ai 
Keshenp.^  the  Indian  village  on  the  Menomonee  reserve^  Wisconsin,  with 
Osh-kef-hena-nu,  (The  Young  Man,)  one  of  the  late  delegation  to  Washr 
ingtonj  and  one  of  the  chiefs^  together  tvith  several  of  the  second  chiefs^ 
or  lieadmeuy  of  the  Menomonee  tribe. 

They  commenced  by  inquiring  respecting  the  provisions  which  they 

heard  lisd  been  purchased.     In  answer^  they  were  informed  that  200 

eacka  of  dour  and  48  barrels  of  porkYiad  Wu  ^xxtOaaaftdL^X'EQiwldu 
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after  it  was  almoat  all  gone,  be  fed  some  of  it  to  the  Indian  cattle ;  that 
the  wheat  was  disposed  of  by  Mr.  Haas  in  the  manner  he  has  before 
testified,  and  that  the  wheat  above  spoken  of  was  the  wheat  raised  on 
the  farm  last  year;  that  Mr.  Haas  disposed  of  some  of  the  rye  raised 
last  year  to  a  man  who  lives  on  the  road  at  the  crossing  of  the  river 
"Embarraa ;"  that  he  saw  the  wagon  driven  into  the  barn-yard  empty, 
and  on  its  eomiog  out,  he  saw  three  bags  therein  which  he  supposes 
was  rye,  as  the  man,  when  he  came,  told  him,  the  depoDeat,  that  Mr. 
Haas  had  promised  him  some  rye.     He  did  not  see  the  roan  pay  any- 
thing to  Mr.  Haas  for  it.     That  three  oxen  have  been  killed  on  the 
farm  one  year  ago  last  fall;  that  he,  the  deponent,  killed  one;  that 
he  had  gone  after  the  ox  which  he  killed,  and  on  his  return  the  other 
two  had  been  killed,  he  does  not  know  by  whom;  that  Mr.   Haas 
directed  deponent  to  kill  the  ox.     That  the  meat  of  the  three  oxen 
was  divided  amongst  the  Indians;  that  the  tallow  was  put  in  a  bushel 
basket  and  taken  away  by  Mr.  Haas;  that  one  of  the  oxen  was  very 
fat;    that  deponent  saw  Haas's  daughter  make  up  the  tallow  into 
candles,  s^me  of  which  he  sold  to  deponent,  for  which  he  paid  the 
same   price  he  paid  in  the  stores  ibr  candles;   that  he  bought  at 
different  times  of  Mr.  Haas,  and  paid  him  two  shillings  a  pound  for 
them;  that  Mr.  Haas  took  the  amount  out  of  his  wages — his  wages 
at  that  time  were  one  dollar  per  day;  that  he  saw  Oh  yah-ye-shaw-po- 
ma  come  out  of  Mr.  Haas's  house  with  candles;  that  one  of  the  hides 
is  in  the   warehouse  of  the  Indians,  and   the  other  was  taken  by 
deponent  to  Mr.  Cavert's  store  by  order  of  Mr.  Haas;  that  he  took  it 
to  the  door  of  the  store  where  it  was  taken  in  and  weighed;  that  he 
knows  of  about  a  half  a  dozen  who  have  traded  with  Mr.  Haas;  that 
the  said  Haas  keeps  all  kinds  of  provisions  for  sale  to  the  Indians; 
that  Mr.  Haas  had  told  him  that  he  was  afraid  to  sell  as  the  traders 
had  complained  of  him,  and  that  since  that  time  he  has  sold  to 
deponent  secretly;  that  Mr.  Haas  told  him,  the  deponent,  that  Prickett 
and  Mr.  Cavert,  Indian  traders,  had  complained  of  his  selling  to  the 
Indians;  that  Mr.  Haas  told  deponent  that  he  had  bought  wood  for 
the  school-houses,  and  that  the  wood  so  alleged  by  Mr.  Haas  to  be 
bought  for  the  purpose  is  divided  among  all  the  employes  on  the 
reservation;  that  he  occasionally  sends  deponent  and  other  Indians 
employed  on  the  reserve  to  chop  wood,  and  this  wood  is  taken  wher- 
ever they  are  out  of  wood,  either  to  the  school- houses,  or  to  Mr,  Haas's, 
or  to  Mr.  Powell's;  that  "Carrow,"  the  chief,  went  to  Mr.  Powell 
and  asked  for  seed  wheat  last  spring,  and  that  Mr.  Powell  let  him  have 
it;  that  he  cannot  name  any  particular  person,  but  that  he  knows 
that  Indians  went  to  Mr.  Haas  for  seed  wheat,  and  that  they  got  it; 
that  Mr.  Powell  divided  the  seed  wheat  last  spring;  this  wheat  was 
the   wheat  sent  up  to  the  reservation  by  Mr.  Bonesteel;    that  Mr. 
Haas  had  no  wheat  the  year  ago  last  spring,  he  had  only  rye;  that 
Mr.  Haas  had  no  seed  wheat  the  last  spring,  and  that  he  does  not 
know  of  any  one  going  to  Haas  a  year  ago  last  spring  tor  seed  wheat; 
that  Mr.  Bonesteel,  when  he  resided  on  the  reservation,  had  a  mare 
which  had  a  colt  the  next  spring,  and  that  the  colt  belonging  to  Mr. 
Bonesteel,  as  testified  heretofore,  is  the  same  colt;  that  the  other  colt, 
as  testified  heretofore  to  be  the  property  of  Mr.  Bonesteel,  was  brought 
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investigation  should  not  commence  until  the  provisions  should  ar- 
rive, and  Mr.  Kershaw  be  present. 

I  told  him  and  the  rest,  in  reply,  that  to  wait  for  the  arrival  of  the 
provisions  was  out  of  the  question,  and  requested  to  be  informed  when 
Mr.  Kershaw  was  expected. 

It  was  answered  that  they  did  not  know. 

I  then  requested  that  Mr.  Gauthier,  the  interpreter  who  had  acoom- 
panied  the  delegation  to  Washington,  should  be  sent  for. 

On  Mr.  Gauthier  presenting  himselfl  inquired  of  him  what  arrange- 
ment Mr.  Kershaw  had  made  with  the  Indians  for  his  presence  here 
and  conducting  the  investigation  on  their  behalf. 

He  replied  that  he  had  understood  from  him  that  he  was  going 
home  and  would  come  immediately  thence  to  the  reservation. 

I  then  inquired  what  they  would  consider  a  reasonable  length  of 
time  to  await  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Kershaw. 

They  replied  (after  consultation)  five  days ;  and  that  if  he  did  not 
come  by  that  time  they  would  not  expect  him. 

I  then  told  them  that  I  would  wait  that  time;  and  that  if  Mr.  Ker- 
shaw was  not  then  present,  I  now  notified  them,  and  requested  them  to 
notify  all  others  who  knew  anything  of  the  transactions  complained 
of^  to  present  themselves  to  testify,  and  that  in  the  absence  of  Mr. 
Kershaw  they  might  select  some  proper  person  to  conduct  the  invei- 
tigation  on  their  part. 

With  this  arrangement  they  expressed  themselves  fully  satisfied. 

KINTZING  PRITCHETTE, 

Special  Jgeni. 


0. 

NOTICE. 

Whereas  an  investigation  of  certain  charges  against  the  official  con- 
duct of  A.  D.  Bonesteel,  United  States  Indian  agent,  at  Fond  du  Lac, 
has  been  ordered  by  the  Indian  department  of  the  United  States : 

Now,  therefore,  all  persons  having  any  knowledge  of  the  transac- 
tions complained  of  are  hereby  notified  to  be  and  appear  at  the  school- 
house  at  Keshena,  on  Tuesday,  the  3d  day  of  April  next,  at  10  o'clock 
a.  m.,  at  which  time  and  place  the  said  investigation  will  be  com- 
menced, and  be  continued  from  day  to  day  until  all  the  testimony 
necessary  to  a  iull  and  impartial  examination  of  all  the  matters 
charged  shall  be  completed. 

KINTZING  PRITCHETTE, 

Special  Jgent^  Indian  Department. 

March  31,  1860. 


D. 

Keshena,  JprUS^  1860. 

Dear  Sir  :   Should  you  still  adhere  to  the  determination  expressed 

bf  jroa  to  me  last  evening,  not  to  aWo^  m^  to  examine  the  vouchers 

connected  with  the  adminiBtration  of  t\io  «S%Nx%  oi  >iXx^llL^xioxDL<^\v^ 
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Subflcribed  and  sworn  before  me  this  5th  day  of  April,  I860. 

GEO.  B.  EDMONDS, 

Notary  Public. 

Talbote  Prickbtt,  Interpreter. 

Wm.  Powell,  United  States  Interpretei\ 

Joseph  Gauthieb,  Interpreter. 


No.  6. 
DeposUion  of  Herman  Nabor. 

]    feATE  OP  Wisconsin,  County  of  Shawano ^  as: 

'      Herman  Nabor,  a  resident  of  the  village  of  Shawano,  in  said  coanty 
^d  State,  being  dnly  sworn,  deposeth  and  says:  That  he  has  been  in 
i^OfliDess,  as  a  country  merchant,  dealing,  among  other  things,  in  pro- 
^wons,  from  November  1,  1858,  until  the  present  time.     Was  doing 
btuiDess  there  during  the  month  of  January,  1859,  and  left  there 
during  the  first  week  in  February  of  that  year;  that  the  deponent 
Sold  flour  in  the  month  of  January  in  that  year  from  about  from  six 
And  a  half  to  seven  dollars  a  barrel — small  lots  at  retail  might  have 
feaohed,  for  the  best  quality,  seven  dollars  and  a  quarter  per  barrel; 
that  he  has  never  known  extra  winter  wheat  marked  '^ superfine;" 
that  he  has  traded  in  flour  more  or  less  for  eight  years;  that  the  flour 
8old  by  deponent  in  January,  1859,  was  brought  to  him  from  May* 
vQle,  Dodge  3ounty,  Wisconsin,  on  sleds — the  distance  from  Mayville 
W  Shawano,  as  estimated  by  the  teamsters  generally,  is  from  one 
hundred  and  ten  to  one  hundred  and  twelve  miles.    Mayville  is  twenty 
or  twenty-one  miles  further  from  Shawano  than  Fond  du  Lac;  the 
flour  was  manufactured  for  deponent  out  of  grain  purchased  by  him- 
self and  partner;  that  the  name  of  the  firm  is  Nabor  &  Ruedebusch, 
That  the  price  of  flour  frequently  fluctuates;  the  price  of  flour  fluc- 
tuated remarkably  during  that  year,  which  he  attributed  to  the  exist- 
ence of  the  European  war;  the  price  of  flour  might  have  fluctuated 
in  Fond  du  Lac  during  the  month  of  January,  1859,  without  the 
deponent  knowing  anything  about  it.     That  the  firm  of  which  depo- 
nent is  a  member  sold  pork  at  Shawano  during  the  winter  of  1859  at 
tweoty  dollars  per  barrel;  that  the  pork  so  sold  was  also  brought  from 
Mayville;  that  his,  the  deponent's,  partner  purchased  the  pork  and 
floor  so  sold;  that  the  firm  has  a  store  there  and  a  store  in  Shawano; 
that  the  firm  pack  their  pork  for  sale,  and  buy  only  when  they  are 
short;  that  it  is  the  course  of  the  business  of  said  firm  to  take  advan- 
tage of  the  market  as  to  the  prices  paid. 

H.  NABOR. 
Subscribed  and  sworn  this  5th  day  of  April,  1860. 

GEO.  B.  EDMONDS, 

Notary  Fubl'ic^ 
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vonchers  relating  to  the  '^  Central  Farm/'  to  say  that  I  am  not  in 
posseBsion  of  any  charges  specific  or  general  relative  to  the  manage- 
ment of  the  *'  Oentral  Farm;"  and  that  if  you  will  furnish  me  with  a 
specific  statement  of  the  charges  alluded  to  in  your  letter,  and  the 
ODJect  of  your  request  for  the  vouchers  relating  thereto,  I  will  give  yon 
a  prompt  and  decisive  answer. 
Very  respectfully, 

KINTZINa  PRITCHETTE, 

Special  Agent  Indian  Department. 

Hon.  Jambs  H.  Howe, 

Attorney^  dtc.j  present. 


F. 

Ebshbna,  AprU  3, 1860. 

Sib  :  I  have  just  received  your  reply  to  my  note  of  this  day.  I  re- 
gret exceedingly  the  determination  expressed  in  it,  in  reference  to  the 
vouchers,  for  these  reasons:  Mr.  Bonesteel  has  been,  for  some  years, 
the  trustee  of  an  express  trust — the  cestui  que  trust  of  all  these  In- 
dians, unable  to  speak,  read,  or  write  the  language  of  Mr.  Bonesteel. 
Both  Mr.  B.  and  the  United  States  interpreter,  Mr.  Powell,  are,  either 
justly  or  unjustly,  accused  by  these  Indians  of  squandering  or  im- 

Sroperly  applying  the  funds  constituting  this  trust.  The  only  evi- 
ence  of  the  way  Mr.  6.  has  discharged  his  duties  in  connexion  with 
these  moneys,  accessible  to  me  here^  is  the  recollection  of  the  Indians. 
They  have  no  knowledge  of  the  contents  of  a  single  paper  to  which 
their  marks  are  affixed.  They  do  not  know  the  number  of  papers  so 
executed  by  him,  nor  the  purposes  for  which  they  were  executed.  To 
illustrate  by  reference  to  the  **  Central  Farm  : ' '  They  know  that  a  con- 
siderable sum  of  money  belonging  to  them  has  been  expended  upon  it, 
and  they  know  the  benefits  they  have  received  from  it.  How  is  it 
possible  for  them  to  know  the  manner  in  which  these  moneys  have 
been  expended,  or  the  amount  of  expenditures  without  an  examina- 
tion of  the  vouchers  ? 

How  is  their^  suspicion  of  Mr.  Bonesteel  to  be  allayed,  and  their 
confidence  in  him  restored^  except  by  a  full  investigation  into  all  his 
transactions  ? 

Again  :  Mr.  S.  T.  Leach  was  employed  as  a  miller.  He  was  ab- 
sent (I  am  informed)  five  months,  from  October,  1868.  Was  he  paid 
for  that  time?  How  can  that  fact  be  determined,  except  by  reference 
to  the  vouchers  ?  If  he  was  not,  no  time  need  be  consumed  in  the 
examination  of  witnesses  upon  that  point.  I  could  go  on  with  refer- 
ence to  other  matters,  but  I  deem  these  sufficient  to  explain  to  you  my 
views  in  reference  to  this  matter.  I  can  only  regret  your  decision  in 
the  premises;  I  am  powerless  to  change  it. 

In  reference  to  my  request  of  this  morning  :  The  first  charge  oon- 

tained  id  the  communication  of  our  senators  and  representatives  re- 

ferred  to  hy  yon,  and  of  which  you  gvie  m^  ^^^^)\&)\>W\»  "  their 
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aid  agent  (Bonesteel^  does  not  honestly  apply  the  moneys  fttrniflhed 
iim  to  purchase  provigions  and  other  articles  tor  them/' 

Nos.  16,  17,  18^  19,  and  22  of  the  affidavits  accompanying  the  me- 
morial to  Congress  of  the  legislature  of  Wisconsin,  as  printed  hy  the 
House  of  Representatives,  contain  the  charges  in  reference  to  the  ^^Cen- 
tral  Fartn"  and  its  management,  which  I  desire  to  invebtigate,  and 
which  furnish  the  occasion  for  my  request  of  this  morning,  and  which 
I  again  renew. 

I  am,  very  truly  yours, 

JAMES  H.  HOWE,  Attorney. 

Hon.  B^iNTziNa  Pritchbttb,  Special  Agent^  (tc.y  present. 


Keshsna,  Mbnomoneb  Brbbrvb,  Wtsconsin^  April  3,  I860. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of 
this  day,  in  answer  to  my  reply  to  your  note  of  same  date,  in  which 
JOQ  express  your  regret  at  my  refusal  to  allow  an  indiscriminate  ex- 
amination of  the  vouchers  of  the  United  States  Indian  agent,  Mr. 
Bonesteel,  covering  the  whole  period  of  his  official  duties. 
^  That  no  ground  may  exist  for  the  imputation  of  a  want  of  impar- 
tiality in  the  proceedings  of  the  investigation  directed  hy  the  Indian 
department,  which  would  seem  inferential  from  your  arguments  in 
support  of  your  request,  I  propose  to  present  my  views  thereon  in  the 
order  in  which  they  are  made. 

The  first  argument  advanced  hy  you  is  that,  inasmudi  as  Agent 
Bonesteel  is  the  trustee  of  the  Menomonee  Indians,  they  are  entitled 
to  the  examination  of  his  vouchers,  to  ascertain  whether  their  trust 
has  been  faithfully  and  honestly  administered. 

I  do  not  so  understand  the  position  and  responsibility  of  Mr.  Bone- 
steel. In  my  judgment,  the  United  States  is  the  trustee  of  the  Me- 
nomonee fund,  who  administers  this  fund  through  its  legally  con- 
stituted agent^  under  direct  instructions  from  the  appropriate  depart- 
ment, and  that  he  is  responsible  to  the  United  States  for  his  conduct, 
and  punishable  by  law  for  malfeasance  in  office.  The  Indian  depart- 
ment is  the  custodian  of  the  accounts  and  vouchers  furnished  by  him 
as  evidence  oi  the  proper  disbursement  of  all  moneys  intrusted  to  him, 
in  conformity  With  its  instructions. 

If  charges  are  preferred  against  such  an  officer  for  malfeasance, 
embezzlement,  or  misapplication  of  such  moneys,  it  is  presumable 
that  they  have  some  foundation,  and  that  prima  facie  evidence  is  in 
the  possession  of  the  parties  making  them  of  their  truth.  It  cannot 
le  admitted  that,  upon  a  sweeping  charge  of  dishonesty,  the  incidental 
expenditures  of  a  whole  term  of  office  are  to  be  submitted  to  the  scru- 
tiny of  the  accusers,  and  an  adjudication  had  upon  the  accuracy  of 
each  item,  with  the  purpose  of  framing  specific  accusations  in  support 
of  the  general  one.  Nor  do  I  apprehena  how  the  officer  can  \>^  «x.- 
(ected  to  institute  a  defence  against  accusations  supi^ort^  \>7  \AaXAr 
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mony  thus  manufactured,  regarding  transactioufl  spread  over  scTeral 
years,  involving  numerous  items  of  expenditure,  where  the  witoesset 
to  the  accuracy  of  the  vouchers,  therefore,  may  have  long  since  been 
dead,  or  removed  heyond  his  knowledge  or  reach. 

Tour  next  argument  assumes  that  the  Indians,  from  want  of  ac- 
quaintance with  the  language  in  which  they  are  written,  have  no 
knowledge  of  the  contents  of  a  single  paper  to  which  their  marb 
are  affixed.  This  is  strictly  a  petitio  principii.  The  reverse  is  to  be 
presumed,  since  every  paper  in  the  form  or  character  of  a  voucher  ia 
witnessed,  by  a  sworn  interpreter,  to  their  knowledge  of  its  contents. 
If  they  so  charge,  it  is  certainly  based  upon  their  knowledge  of  what 
they  understood  they  had  signed,  and  their  declaration,  under  oatb, 
of  the  supposed  contents  will  be  confirmed  or  confuted  by  the  exhibi- 
tion of  the  paper  itself.  If  not  in  conformity  with  their  declaration, 
their  testimony  will  then  be  subject  to  contradiction  and  refutation  on 
the  part  of  the  interpreter  and  witnesses  thereto.  If,  as  you  state, 
they  have  no  knowledge  of  the  contents  of  a  single  paper  to  which 
their  marks  are  affixed,  and  that  they  do  not  know  the  number  of 
papers  so  executed  by  them^  nor  the  purposes  for  which  they  were 
executed,  upon  what  pretence  are  charges  based  thereon  preferred? 
As  you  also  profess  a  like  ignorance,  am  I  to  understand  that  a  call 
for  the  production  of  the  papers  has  for  its  object  your,  or  their,  in- 
struction as  to  what  shall  be  affirmed  or  denied  respecting  the  trnth 
or  accuracy  of  their  contents? 

Tour  argumentative  inquiry  of  how  they  can  know  that  the  con- 
siderable sum  of  money  which  has  been  expended  for  them  has  been 
properly  applied,  without  access  to  the  vouchers,  is  answered  by  yon 
m  the  same  connexion:  that  '^they  know  the  benefit  they  have  re- 
ceived from^it."  If,  therefore,  the  benefits  are  inadequate  to  the  ex- 
penditure in  any  particular,  upon  the  fact  being  shown,  the  exhibition 
of  the  voucher  will  make  it  apparent. 

To  your  further  inquiry  of  how  their  suspicion  of  the  honesty  of 
their  agent  can  be  allayed  without  an  investigation  of  all  his  trans- 
actions, or,  in  other  words,  an  examination  of  all  his  vouchers,  the 
answer  is  obvious  If,  on  investigation,  the  specific  charges  already 
made,  and  all  others  which  they  may  be  able  to  present,  are  not  sus- 
tained by  the  proof,  their  reason  must  be  convinced  that  they  had  been 
led  into  error  ;  if,  on  the  contrary,  they  are  sustained,  the  restoration 
of  their  confidence  in  him  becomes  unnecessary. 

Tou  present,  as  an  illustration  of  the  necessity  of  access  to  the 
vouchers,  the  case  of  S.  T.  Leach,  the  miller,  who,  it  is  alleged,  was 
absent  from  his  duties  for  five  months,  and  inquire  how  it  can  be  as- 
certained whether  he  was  paid  for  that  time  without  an  examination 
of  the  voucher.  My  answer  is,  that  a  proof  of  his  absence  for  that 
period  will  present  the  contingency  contemplated  in  my  commanica- 
tion,  on  which  the  exhibition  of  the  voucher  has  been  conceded  as 
proper. 

I  have  given  a  careful  examination  to  affidavits  numbered,  respective- 
ly,  16,  17,  18,  19,  and  22,  accompanying  the  memorial  to  Con- 
gress of  the  legislature  of  Wisconsin,  and  find  therein  nothing  to 
justify  a  departure  from  the  principVe  ^XatAdiViim^  ^^^tmer  letter,  name- 
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f^  to  permit  the  examination  of  the  vouchers  only  where  their  exhibi- 
Lon  is  necessary  to  test  the  accuracy  of  the  testimony  produced.  They 
II  present  similar  statements  of  fact,  namely,  the  conversion  to  their 
wn  use  and  benefit,  by  certain  of  the  employes,  with  the  knowledge 
f  the  agent,  of  the  grain  raised  on  the  '*  Central  Farm,"  and  the  hides 
.nd  tallow  of  four  fat  oxen  belonging  to  the  tribe;  with  the  addi- 
ional  charge  in  the  affidavit  numl^r  22  to  the  effect  that  provi- 
ions  to  the  value  of  $3,000  only  were  furnished  by  the  agent,  instead 
f  $5,000 — the  difference  between  which  suras  was  divided  between 
he  said  agent  and  the  interpreter.  Tne  latter  is  the  only  charge 
ipon  which,  as  I  apprehend,  the  vouchers  would  throw  any  light. 
^ne  amount  of  provisions  received  is  known  to  them,  and  their  testi- 
mony can  be  presented  thereto  in  this  case,  as  in  the  other  above 
lentioned.  Upon  this  proof  being  presented,  you  will  have  access  to 
be  voucher,  under  the  rule  heretofore  stated  to  you,  and  herein  reiter- 
ted. 

It  will  be  a  subject  of  as  much  regret  to  me^  should  you  fail  to  see 
he  manifest  justice  of  my  decision  in  the  premises,  as  you  have  ex- 
ressed  at  its  enunciation. 
Very  respectfully, 

KINTZING  PRITCHETTE, 
Special  Agent  Indian  Department. 

Hon.  James  H.  Howb,  Attorney^  dtc,  preaznt. 


^inuiea  of  the  invesHgation  of  certaia  charges  made  againnt  the  official 
conduct  of  A.  D.  Bonesteel,  United  States  Indian  argent  for  the  Me- 
nomonee  tribe  of  Indians,  located  in  Wisconsin. 

March  27 j  1860. — Held  council  with  certain  chiefs  and  headmen  of 
he  tribe,  at  which  they  requested  the  postponement  of  the  investiga- 
ion  until  the  arrival  of  provisions,  which  they  alleged  had  been  pro- 
aised  to  their  delegation  to  Washington  by  the  Secretary  of  the  In- 
erior  and  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  and  also  until  Mr. 
Cershaw,  their  attorney,  was  present,  stating  at  the  same  time,  in  an- 
ver  to  the  inquiry,  that  they  did  not  know  when  their  said  attorney 
rould  arrive. 

In  reply  to  their  request,  they  were  informed  that  the  purchase  of 
)rovisions  had  been  made  contingent  upon  the  judgment  of  the  special 
igent  of  the  Indian  department  upon  a  personal  examination  of  the 
truth  of  their  alleged  necessitous  condition,  which  was  not  apparent, 
md  not  as  a  necessary  preliminary  to  the  investigation;  consequently 
'hat  the  postponement  asked  for  upon  that  ground  could  not  be 
granted,  inasmuch  as  at  least  one  month  must  elapse  before  they 
)onld  reach  them. 

They  were  then  requested  to  name  the  period  of  delay  necessary  to 
dlow  the  appearance  of  their  attorney,  Mr.  Kershaw.  Whereupon 
;hey  requested  one  day  to  determine. 

ifarcft  28,  1860. — The  council  again  met,  and  made  aiv^^et  \.o  \)ckfc 
Bgnirj  od  jeaterdajr,  that  Ave  days  would  be  ample  to  ont^aX.  t\kft  vt- 
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rival  of  Mr.  Kershaw^  and  that  if  he  did  not  present  himself  at  the 
expiration  of  that  time  they  should  not  expect  him.  They  were  then 
inmrmed  that  the  investigation  would  be  postponed  for  that  period. 
At  the  same  time  they  were  notified,  and  were  requested  to  notify  all 
others  acquainted  with  the  circumstances  complained  of,  to  appear  on 
Tuesday,  the  3d  day  of  April  next,  to  testify  in  the  promises. 

They  then  requested  that  Talbott  Prickett  might  be  admitted  to  ad 
as  interpreter  at  the  investigation.  William  Powell,  the  United 
States  interpreter,  and  Joseph  Gauthier,  to  be  present  and  correct  the 
interpretation  of  Mr.  Prickett,  if  need  be. 

Their  request  for  the  admission  of  Mr.  Prickett  in  the  capacity  of 
interpreter  was  granted,  with  the  additional  arrangements  above 
stated  made  by  the  special  agent. 

March  31. — Notices  of  the  time  and  place  of  investigation  were 
prepared  and  posted  at  four  different  places  in  the  Indian  village  of 
Keshena,  on  the  reservation,  at  Gown's  trading  post,  three  miles  di»- 
tant,  and  at  Shawano,  a  village  eight  miles  from  said  reserve. 

AprU  2. — James  H.  Howe,  attorney  general  of  the  State  of  Wii- 
oonsin,  this  day  presented  himself  as  the  attorney  to  conduct  the  in- 
vestigation in  behalf  of  the  Indians,  in  place  of  and  at  the  request  of 
Mr.  Kershaw,  and  requested  a  copy  of  the  letter  of  the  senators  and 
representatives  in  Congress  from  Wisconsin,  containing  the  charges 
made  against  Agent  Bonesteel  and  the  employ^  upon  the  reservation. 
A  copy  thereof  was  accordingly  furnished  to  him. 

He  likewise  requested  that  he  might  be  allowed  to  examine  all  the 
vouchers  and  accounts  of  Agent  Bonesteel  since  his  induction  into 
office,  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  special  agent  by  the  Commissioner 
of  Indian  Affairs,  which  privilege  he  stated  Mr.  Kershaw  had  in- 
formed him  he  would  be  entitled  to,  as  he  had  understood  from  the 
department  at  Washington. 

The  object  of  this  request  he  stated  to  be  to  enable  him  to  obtain 
the  necessary  witnesses  to  support  the  charges,  averring  that,  in  the 
absence  of  Mr.  Kershaw^  upon  whom  he  relied  therefor,  he  did  not 
know  their  names.  He  had  previous! \  requested  the  postponement 
of  the  proceedings  until  Thursday,  the  6th  instant,  to  await  the 
arrival  of  Mr.  Kershaw,  which  was  refused,  for  the  reason  that  he 
could  give  no  assurance  of  his  arrival  at  all.  The  examination  of 
the  vouchers  was  also  denied  him,  for  the  reason,  which  was  then 
given  to  him,  that  the  vouchers  had  been  intrusted  to  the  special  agent, 
m  order  to  test  their  accuracy  by  such  testimony  as  might  be  produced 
impeaching  their  correctness,  and  not  intended  for  the  use  of  the 
accusers  of  the  agent  as  the  bases  of  new  charges,  of  which  he  had  no 
notice,  and  would,  consequently,  be  entirely  unprepared  to  meet.  At 
the  same  time  he  was  informed  that  he  was  at  lioerty  to  introduce  any 
charges  whatever  which  he  had  testimony  to  support,  without  being 
confined  to  those  set  forth  in  the  letter  accompanying  the  instructions 
of  the  special  agent,  in  testing  the  truth  of  which,  where  the  accuracy 
of  any  voucher  was  in  question,  he  would  have  the  privilege  of  ex- 
amining such  voucher  or  vouchers. 
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Aprils. 
Agreeable  to  notice  convened  at  school-house  in  Keshena,  at  10  a.  m. 
Present :  Mr.  Isaac  S.  Tallmadge,  attorney  of  Agent  Bonesteel>  and 
James  H.  Howe,  attorney  for  the  Indians,  the  Menomonee  chiefs  and 
many  of  their  people. 

Having  informed  them  that  I  was  ready  to  hear  what  they  had  to 
say,  they  replied  that  they  had  spoken  to  Mr.  Prickett  to  interpret 
for  them  at  the  investigation,  but  that  he  could  not  be  present  to-day, 
he  being  engaged  in  attending  the  election.  In  answer  they  were 
told  that  Mr.  Prickett  had  sent  me  word  to  the  same  effect,  but  had 
promised  to  be  present  to-morrow,  and  that  the  investigation  would 
therefore  stand  adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock. 

A  desultory  conversation  then  took  place.  They  inquired  whether 
I  would  proceed  without  Mr.  Kershaw.  They  were  answered  that 
they  had,  upon  consultation,  determined  that  five  days  was  ample 
time  for  his  arrival,  after  which  they  should  not  expect  him,  which 
had  been  granted  them ;  that  I  could  not  ascertain  from  them^  or 
from  any  other  source,  when  he  would  arrive,  or  whether  he  would 
come  at  all,  and  that  Mr.  Howe  had  presented  himself  as  their  attorney 
in  place  of  Mr.  Kershaw  ;  that  I  should  adhere  strictly  to  my  engage- 
ments with  them,  and  that  I  expected  the  same  on  their  part. 

They  again  spoke  of  the  provisions  as  necessary  to  enable  them  to 
proceed,  and  repeated  that  many  of  their  people  were  suffering,  and 
reiterated  that  they  had  been  promised  them  at  Washington.  They 
were  again  corrected  on  this  point.  As  to  the  destitute  condition  of 
their  people,  that  since  I  came  upon  the  reserve  there  had  appeared 
no  evidence  of  that  lact,  but  the  contrary.  They  were  constantly 
carrying  through  the  street  flour,  pork,  fish,  and  sugar ;  that  it 
seemed  to  speak  but  little  for  their  humanity  to  allow  the  old  and 
destitute  to  suffer,  while  the  young  and  strong  had  abundance;  and  it 
was  inquired  whether  it  would  not  be  better  to  supply  their  wants 
from  their  surplus  instead  of  taking  their  fish  and  sugar  to  Shawano 
and  selling  it  for  whiskey?  They  replied  it  was  to  be  regretted,  but 
80  it  was. 

The  chiefs  and  others  of  the  delegation  to  Washington  were  then 
asked,  in  answer  to  their  reiteration  of  the  wants  of  a  part  of  their 
people,  whether  they  had  manifested  the  same  anxiety  for  their 
welfare  when  on  their  return  they  had  entered  their  village  reeling 
with  drunkenness?  Keshena  said  that,  as  for  him,  he  supposed  I 
referred  to  one  drink  he  had  taken  at  Shawano.  He  was  answered 
that  his  condition,  as  narrated  to  me,  had  shown  that  it  had  been  a 
very  large  one.  He  replied  that  he  had  only  drank  on  that  occasion 
three  glasses  of  beer  and  two  of  whiskey.  Received  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Howe,  urging  his  request  for  the  vouchers  ;  answered,  refused. 

Received,  subsequently,  another  letter  from  Mr.  Howe,  arguing  the 
propriety  of  his  having  access  to  all  the  vouchers  of  Mr.  Bonesteel, 
and  especially  those  relating  to  the  Central  Farm  ;  answered  the  same, 
same  day,  to  the  effect  that  (he  indiscriminate  examination  of  all  \>\\^ 
vouchers  of  Mr.  Bonesteers  accounts,  covering  the  w\io\e  ^^t\oA.  ^t 
his  official  duties,  could  not  be  permitted ;  that  tVie  vowcViqt^  \vet^ 
H.  Ex.  Doc.  4 4 
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intrusted  to  me  by  the  Indian  department  to  test  their  correctness  by 
the  testimony,  and  not  to  serve  as  bases  for  the  manufactare  of  new 
charges,  the  character  and  scope  of  which  the  accused  had  no  notice, 
and  could  not  be  presumed  to  be  able  to  meet. 

April  4,  10  a.  m. 
Convened  at  school-house  in  Eeshena.  Present :  Mr.  Tallmadge, 
attorney  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Bonesteel,  James  H.  Howe,  attorney 
general  of  the  State,  on  the  part  of  the  Indians  ;  chiefs  and  Indians; 
Messrs  Talbott  Prickett,  William  Powell,  and  Joseph  Qaathier, 
interpreters. 

The  Indians  were  informed  that  the  investigation  would  now 
proceed  ;  and  that  Mr.  Howe,  whom  they  had  sent  for,  would  conduct 
it  on  their  part  instead  of  their  attorney,  Mr.  Kershaw,  who  had  not 
appeared.  They  answered  that  before  they  commenced  they  desired 
to  speak  of  their  wants.  They  were  answered  that  all  that  the  agent 
had  to  say  upon  that  subject  had  been  said,  and  that  they  could  not 
be  heard  lurther  on  that  subject.  They  replied  that  the  Secretary  of 
the  Interior  bad  told  them  that  the  agent  would  look  into  all  their 
affairs ;  and  that  if  they  were  not  heard  they  would  not  proceed. 

The  agent  then  presented  the  instructions  of  the  Commissioner  of 
Indian  Affairs,  and  directed  Interpreter  Prickett  to  communicate  to 
them  the  contents  ;  this  being  done,  he  informed  them  that  that  was 
all  he  was  authorized  to  do  and  no  more.  They  replied  that  they 
were  told  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  that  all  the  papers  from  the 
time  they  had  come  upon  the  reservation  should  be  sent  to  them  for 
the  purposes  of  investigation  into  all  their  affairs  from  that  time. 
The  interpreter  to  the  delegation  to  Washington,  Gauthier,  corrobora- 
ted their  declaration,  and  on  the  agent  telling  him  that  he  had 
misunderstood  the  Secretary,  some  one  of  the  Indians,  through  the 
interpreter,  Mr.  Prickett,  said  perhaps  Gauthier  did  not  understaod 
English  well;  to  which  he  replied,  **if  I  do  not  Mr.  Doolittleand 
Mr.  Kershaw  do. ' '  The  agent  repeated  that  he  was  here  to  investigate 
the  official  conduct  of  Agent  Bonesteel  and  the  conduct  of  the  employes, 
so  far  as  they  implicated  him.  They  then  wanted  to  wait  ibr  the 
arrival  of  Kershaw.  They  were  told  that  neither  they  nor  the  special 
agent  were  informed  when  he  would  come,  nor  whether  he  would 
come  at  all ;  that  they  had  made  charges  against  their  agent  and  ^ere 
expected  to  prove  them.  The  special  agent  is  here  to  hear  both  sides; 
they  could  not  expect  their  affidavits  to  be  taken  as  truth  without  an 
opportunity  being  given  to  contradict  them.  That  he  would  now 
hear  both  sides.     They  answered  that  was  what  they  wanted. 

The  special  agent  then  called  the  witnesses  to  come  forward.  They 
then  requested  a  delay  until  they  could  send  for  witnesses  from  Shawano. 
They  were  told  that  the  testimony  of  the  witnesses  present  would  be 
taken  while  those  at  Shawano  were  sent  for. 

Thus  ended  all  their  artifices  for  postponement  until  the  provisions 
should  arrive. 

Mr.  George  B.  Edmonds,  a  notary  public,  residing  at  Shawano, 

eight  milea  distant,  beingthe  nearest  point  at  which  an  officer  authorized 

to  adminiBter  oaths  could  be  o1ota\neOL,^«k»«isv5\o^^^\i^  the  special 
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igent  to  attend  from  day  to  day  to  swear  the  witnesses,  at  a  compen- 
»tion  of  three  dollars  ($3)  per  diem. 

Mr.  Prickett  was  then  sworn  as  interpreter,  it  heing  requested  by 
the  Indians  that  he  shonld  interpret  for  them ;  the  United  States 
interpreters,  Mr.  Powell  and  Gauthier,  who  accompanied  the  Indian 
delegation,  were  requested  to  be  present  and  correct  Mr.  Prickett  if 
Deed  be. 

Sho-ni-on  and  Sho-no-ne  were  sworn  and  examined  as  to  their 
knowledge  of  the  conseqnences,  temporal  and  eternal,  of  taking  a 
false  oath  or  testifying  falsely.  Their  several  depositions  were  then 
taken,  attested  by  the  notary,  and  witnessed  by  the  three  interpreters  ; 
also  deposition  of  0-ka-ma-sha  taken. 
At  1^  p.  m.  adjourned  to  2^  p.  m. 

Met  at  2^  p.  m.  Examined  and  took  deposition  of  Samuel  Ti-ko, 
Attested  and  verified  as  in  the  cases  of  this  morning. 

The  method  of  examination  which  was  pursued  was  as  follows : 
The  attorney  for  the  Indians  produced  their  witnesses,  in  which  he 
was  guided  by  the  affidavits  accompanying  the  memorial  of  the 
legislature  of  the  State  of  Wisconsin  to  Congress,  the  printed  copies 
ot  which  were  before  him,  and  questioned  each  witness  upon  the  facts 
therein  set  forth,  in  order  to  reproduce  their  testimony  on  this  examina- 
tion. The  fullest  license  was  given  to  him  in  questioning  them  from 
the  book,  without  the  interposition  of  technical  rules  in  the  admission 
of  their  testimony  ;  the  special  agent  interposing  throughout  such 
questions  to  the  testifying  witness  as  seemed  to  him  calculated  to  elicit 
the  truth  ;  the  attorney  of  Mr.  Bonesteel  was  then  allowed  to  cross- 
examine;  the  special  agent  pursuing  the  same  course  in  eliciting  the 
truth.  The  depositions  when  completed  were  distinctly  read  sentence 
by  sentence,  and  interpreted  to  the  witness,  and  his  assent  had  to  its 
accuracy  before  signing. 

The  attorney  for  the  Indians  is  frequently  disposed  to  exceed  over 
the  limits  of  reason  and  justice  in  his  range  of  examination,  and  to 
exceed  all  bounds  in  bis  efforts  to  maintain  his  printed  affidavits. 

In  the  course  of  the  examination  of  Ti-ko,  in  support  of  the  allega- 
tion of  the  fraudulent  transcations  of  Frederick  Haas,  the  farmer,  he 
testified  that  Haas  had  told  him  that  he  was  afraid  to  continue  trading 
with  the  Indians,  for  the  reason  that  their  traders,  Prickett  and 
Cavert,  had  complained  of  his  so  doing. 

Attorney  General  Howe  then  asked  Ti-ko  who  it  was  that  Haas  had 
told  him  Prickett  and  Oavert  had  complained  to.  The  question  was 
objected  to  ;  subsequently,  however,  it  was  repeated  by  Howe,  and 
answered  that  Haas  had  told  him,  Ti-ko,  that  they  had  complained  to 
Agent  Bonesteel. 

The  special  agent  here  interfered  and  directed  that  the  answer 
fhould  not  be  set  down,  for  the  reason  that  the  witness  was  on  the 
stand  to  impeach  the  character  of  Haas,  and  was  at  the  very  moment 
engaged  in  impeaching  it ;  and  that  it  was  not  competent  for  the 
complainants  to  introduce  his  testimony  through  the  mouth  of  the 
complainant  to  prejudice  Mr.  Bonesteel.  The  attorney  gG\i^T»\\\i- 
liated  that  such  was  not  his  purpose,  yet  persisted  in  TetaVnin^Vtw^xi 
iiis  notes  of  the  evidence. 
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DnriDg  the  examination  this  morning  of  the  two  witnesses,  Shonion 
and  Shononee,  the  witnesses  were  frequently  prompted  by  the  assem- 
bled Indians,  though  frequently  checked  and  warned  by  the  special 
agent.  This  afternoon,  he  distinctly  informed  them  that  if  a  eiogle 
instance  of  the  kind  again  occurred,  he  would  examine  the  witnesses 
separately  and  apart  from  the  rest. 

Interpreter  Gauthier  made  himself  very  conspicuous  in  talking  aside 
with  the  Indians,  frequently  correcting  the  witnesses  in  their  replies 
and  fixing  his  eyes  constantly  on  those  of  the  testifying  witness, 
evidently  to  warn  and  direct  his  testimony,  and  indicate  his  satisfac- 
tion or  dissatisfaction. 

Adjourned  at  8  p.  m.  until  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock. 

Thursday,  AprH  6 

Convened  in  school-house,  agreeable  to  adjournment,  at  10  a.  m. 

In  view  of  the  interruptions  and  prompting  of  the  witnesses  yester- 
day, the  attorney  for  Mr.  Bonesteel  made  a  formal  request  for  the 
separate  examination  of  the  witnesses. 

The  special  agent  charged  them  distinctly  and  at  length  upon  this 
point;  and  repeated  his  declaration  of  yesterday,  that  on  the  recur- 
rence of  a  single  like  instance,  he  would  exclude  all  but  the  witness 
under  examination.  Some  excuses  were  made  but  not  admitted  to 
change  the  expressed  determination  of  the  special  agent.  To  guard 
further  against  the  evident  influence  of  Gauthier,  by  his  signs  and 
expression  of  countenance,  on  the  testimony  of  the  Indians  under 
examination,  the  arrangement  of  the  interpreters  was  changed. 
Instead  of  sitting  together,  Mr.  Prickett  was  directed  to  sit  opposite 
to  Messrs.  Powell  and  Gauthier.  The  witness  was  then  placed  with 
his  back  to  them  and  his  face  to  interpreter  Prickett. 

The  examination  of  Samuel  Ti-ko,  who  is  an  educated  Indian,  who 
speaks  English  remarkably  well,  and  is  employed  as  interpreter  in 
the  absence  of  Mr.  Powell,  wan  recalled  by  the  complainants;  and^ 
denying  his  ability  to  speak  English,  was  examined  as  yesterday  through 
the  interpreter. 

At  1.15  adjourned  to  2^  p.  m. — 2^  p.  m.,  met  agreeable  to  adjourn- 
ment. 

The  following  named  witnesses  were  then  examined  on  the  part  of 
the  complainants,  to  wit:  Wah-pau-nah-nah,  Herraon  Nebor,  and 
Mah'ka-  ta- wa-shet. 

A-qua-no-ma,  being  under  examination,  one  of  the  chiefs  Osh-ke* 
he-na-niew,  loudly  interrupted  and  prompted  him,  whereupon  the 
special  agent  promptly  closed  the  examination;  and  after  calling  to 
their  recollection  his  expressed  determination  of  the  morning,  and 
declaring  that  he  always  kept  his  word  strictly  with  the  people  of 
their  race,  informed  them  that  he  should  now  do  so,  and  that  the 
witnesses  would  hereafter  be  examined  separate  and  apart  from  the 
rest.  The  investigation  was  then  adjourned  to  the  usual  hour  next 
morning. 
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Friday,  April  6. 

The  Indians,  through  their  attorney,  made  many  excuses  for  the  con^^ 
[net  of  Osh-ke-he-na-niew  yesterday,  made  many  promises,  and  desired 
he  investigation  continued  as  before,  in  the  presence  of  the  rest. 

The  special  agent  informed  them  that  he  never  broke  his  word,  and 
hat  their  solicitations  were  therefore  entirely  useless. 

The  investigation  was  continued,  on  this  morning,  at  the  usual 
lour  in  the  female  school-house,  the  traders  being  also  excluded  at 
he  request  of  the  Indians  through  interpreter  Gauthier.  Present : 
he  attorneys,  interpreters,  the  notary,  and  Agent  Bonesteel. 

The  examination  of  A-qua-no-ma,  which  had  been  interrupted 
resterday,  was  recommenced  and  concluded. 

In  the  course  of  the  examination,  the  attorney  general  desired  the 
opinion  of  the  special  agent  upon  this  point :  whether  a  witness  when 
isked  a  question,  replied  upon  a  different  subject,  his  reply  was  to  be 
-eceived  ;  stating  that  it  was  the  practice  of  tne  courts  in  the  State  of 
Wisconsin  to  receive  such  replies. 

The  special  agent  decided,  first,  that  the  mode  of  examination 
allowed  the  Indians  through  their  attorney,  was  more  liberal  than 
would  be  admitted  in  any  court ;  his  sole  object  being  to  get  at  the 
truth  if  possible,  without  inteposing  technical  rules  to  the  admission 
of  evidence ;  second,  that  upon  the  point  in  question  the  practice  of 
the  courts  of  Wisconsin  was  the  reverse  of  all  other  courts,  if  the 
attorney  general  had  stated  it  correctly  ;  and  that  the  decision  of  the 
special  agent  was,  that  such  answers  were  entirely  inadmissible;  that 
the  witness  must  first  give  a  distinct  answer  to  the  question  pro- 
pounded to  him,  but  that  afterward  he  might  state  whatever  facts 
were  in  his  knowledge  upon  any  subject  touching  the  investigation. 
That  his  reason  for  so  deciding  was  that  if  a  witness  were  allowed  to 
refuse  to  answtir  the  question  put,  and  reply  upon  another  subject- 
matter,  questions  might  be  prepared  in  advance  with  the  witness 
iiDder  the  suggestion  of  which,  answers  to  other  matters,  totally 
inadmissible,  might  be  smugglea  into  the  evidence. 

Saturday,  April  7,  1860. 
Parties  present  as  yesterday. 
Ke-she-na  was  examined : 

Daring  his  examination  the  witness  stated  that  he  went  with 
Powell  to  Fond  du  Lac,  who  told  him  what  their  fathers  had  made 
would  not  be  lost;  the  mind  of  the  Americans  was  strong — like  a  load  ; 
if  one  team  would  not  pull  it,  they  would  put  on  another.  He  told 
Powell  he  would  not  recognize  the  engagements  of  his  ancestors,  un- 
less they  were  of  benefit  to  them.  That  he,  deponent,  had  told  the 
beginning  of  the  conversation  between  him  and  Powell;  that  this  was 
ftll  the  conversation. 

The  interrogatories  of  Attorney  General  Howe,  which  elicited  the 
above  testimony,  were  avowedly  put  by  him  with  the  object  oi  tei^to^WG- 
ing  the  testimony  contained  in  the  affidavit  of  Ke-she-na,  accoui^^kXiY^'Ci?, 
^e  memorial  to  Congress,  (No.  14.)     The  attorney  geuexaV  Bii^m\X.\ife^ 
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that  the  ahove  quoted  testimoDy  was  nonsense,  unless  made  applicable 
to  some  subject-matter  of  the  conversation. 

Decision  1.  The  special  agent  decided  that,  inasmuch  as  the  witoess 
had  sworn  that  he  had  given  the  beginning  of  the  conversation^  and 
the  entire  conversation,  that  it  could  not  be  admitted  as  testimony  for 
the  purpose  intended,  to  wit :  to  prove  that  the  United  States  inter- 
preter, rowell,  had  interfered  with  the  Indians  as  the  advocate  of  the 
traders  claims  ;  nor  to  serve  as  an  argument  in  support  of  that  charge, 
since  it  had  no  application  of  itself  to  any  topic  of  investigation  which 
had  been  introduced. 

Decision  2.  The  special  agent  likewise  decided  upon  the  application 
of  Attorney  General  Howe,  to  call  a  witness  to  reproduce,  for  the  pur- 
poses of  the  investigation  affidavit  No.  15,  accompanying,  the  me- 
morial. That  the  subject-matter  of  the  affidavit  was  not  within  the 
scope  of  his  instructions,  which  confined  the  investigation  within  the 
official  term  of  Bonesteel,  whereas  the  subject-matter  of  that  aflSdarit 
went  back  to  the  year  1853,  prior  to  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Bone- 
steel. 

Adjourned  at  2^  p.  m.  until  3J  p.  m.  Met  at  3J  p.  m.  agreeably 
to  adjournment.     Same  parties  present. 

Depositions  of  Wau-pe-ke-kniew,  Joseph  Penasha,  Joseph  Carron, 
and  Wau-pe-nash-cum,  taken. 

Decision  3.  During  the  examination  of  Carron,  the  attorney  general, 
in  an  eflFort  to  reproduce  the  testimony  of  the  witness  contaiued  in  the 
memorial,  (No.  21,)  failed  to  obtain  from  the  witness  testimony  sus- 
taining the  allegation  in  said  affidavit,  that  Leach  was  living  in  iliicil 
connexion  with  a  Menomonee  woman,  though  the  testimony  that 
Leach  had  said  that  he  intended  to  leave  her,  was  deemed  by  the 
attorney  to  sustain  such  an  inference. 

The  special  agent  decided  that  the  declaration  of  Leach,  of  apado 
post  future  intention  to  desert  his  wife,  was  not  evidence  to  support 
the  inference  that  the  cohabitation  was  illicit,  and  refused  to  allo^ 
the  question  to  be  propounded  to  the  witness:  whether  Boneetd 
knew  of  the  illicit  connexion,  inasmuch  as  it  was  an  effort  to  sastaio 
a  charge  against  him  based  upon  the  inference  of  an  inference. 

Adjourned  at  about  8  p.  m.  until  10  o'clock  a.  m.  on  Monday 
morning  next. 

Monday,  AprU  9, 1860. 

Convened  pursuant  to  adjournment,  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 
Carron  examined,  and  deposition  taken. 
Joseph  Gauthier  examined,  and  deposition  taken. 
Adjourned  at  2^  p.  m.  to  4  p.  m. 
Met  at  4  o'clock  p.  m.  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
John  Warrington,  Osh-ke-he-nau-niew,  and  La  Motte,  axamlned 
and  depositions  taken. 

Adjourned  at  half-past  8  p.  m.  until  to-morrow  morning  at  10  a.©. 
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nill  three  times  during  that  winter,  and  that  the  mill  was  not  runnin$c 
rhen  he  visited  it ;  that  he  (deponent)  worked  in  the  mill  that  fall 
mtil  it  stopped,  and  that  it  was  not  run  after  Mr.  Leach  left ;  that  he 
loes  not  know  when  the  mill  commenced  running  the  next  spring, 
hough  he  (deponent)  was  there  when  it  commenced ;  it  commenced 
fter  the  Indians  were  coming  out  of  their  sugar  camp  ;  that  he  does 
lot  know  how  much  lumber  was  at  the  mill  when  it  stopped  last  fall ; 
hat  the  last  time  he  (deponent)  was  at  the  mill  was  eight  or  nine 
reeks  ago  ;  there  was  but  little  lumber  there  at  that  time  ;  that  there 
fere  plenty  of  logs  at  the  mill  at  that  time  ;  the  mill  was  not  running 
prhen  he  was  there ;  when  he  w^  there  it  was  about  dinner  time — 
ihout  noon ;  that  Mr.  Gown  got  some  lumber  from  the  mill  a  year 
ago  last  summer ;  that  he  does  not  know  the  amount,  but  he  should 
judge  about  eight  hundred  feet ;  that  Mr.  Prickett,  the  interpreter, 
also  got  lumber  from  the  mill  the  same  summer  ;  he  cannot  tell  how 
mnch  ;  that  the  lumber  was  sometimes  measured  out  by  deponent  and 
Bometimes  by  Mr.  Leach  ;  that  there  are  eight  unfinished  houses  on 
the  reservation,  namely :  the  houses  of  Shawano,  Shtiw-yah-po-kah, 
Ah-yah-she-tah-kah,  Ah-pah-she-min,  Ka-we-niew,  Ka-sho,  Hoh- 
yah-Da-mack,  Pierre  Pe-she-pe-kaw,  Nah-wau-quah  ;  that  the  whole 
amount  of  lumber  taken  from  the  Indian  saw-mill  by  Mr.  Prickett, 
during  the  summer  before  last  and  last  summer,  was  between  twelve 
and  twenty  thousand  feet ;  that  Leach  lives  in  the  same  house  with  a 
Henomonee  woman,  and  that  he  told  deponent  that  he  intended  to 
leave  her  when  he  left  the  reservation  ;  that  the  deponent  knows  that 
^hey  live  together  as  man  and  wife  ;  that  Mr.  Leach  has  charge  of  both 
the  Indian  grist-mill  and  saw-mill ;  that  the  millstones  were  twice 
dressed  last  summer — once  by  a  man  at  Shawano,  and  once  by  a  man 
living  on  the  road  at  the  crossing  of  the  Embarras  river ;  at  another 
'ime,  the  summer  before  last,  a  man  by  the  name  of  Wilkins  dressed 
hem,  and  the  summer  before  that  a  Dutchman  dressed  them  ;  when 
Wilkins  and  when  the  Dutchman  dressed  them  Leach  was  not  in 
fcarge  of  the  grist-mill ;  that  he  saw  Mr.  Leach  dress  them  after  the 
ime  that  the  man  from  the  Embarras  road  dressed  them  ;  that  when 
Mr.  Leach  sets  the  saw  in  the  saw-mill  the  saw  does  not  run  straight ; 
hat  this  was  when  Mr.  Leach  first  came,  since  which  the  deponent 
las  always  set  the  saw  himself;  that  Mr.  Leach  measures  lumber  when 
hey  come  after  it ;  the  rest  of  his  time  he  lies  in  his  house  ;  that  there 
s  but  one  saw  in  the  mill — it  is  a  sash  saw ;  that  while  he  (the 
leponent)  worked  as  head  sawyer,  To-kee-  she  worked  as  tail  sawyer, 
t  one  time,  and  Oh-shaw-au-kah  at  another ;  that  there  is  but  one 
ther  man  employed  about  the  mill^  whose  business  is  to  pile  lumber  ; 
his  man  is  an  Indian  ;  that  he  does  not  know  why  the  mill  was  not 
unning  when  he  was  there  some  eight  or  nine  weeks  ago  ;  that  the 
lam  was  frozen  over  at  that  time  ;  that  he  does  not  know  whether  the 
nill  is  or  is  not  in  repair.  Further  the  deponent  saith  not,  except 
;hat  he  understood  this  deposition  when  read  over  to  him  by  the  special 
agent  of  the  Indian  department. 

JOSEPH  CARROW. 
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was  the  contrary,  and  the  distorted  testimony  retained  on  the  notes  of 
the  attorney  general  as  eyidence,  notwithstanding  farther  examiDation 
of  the  witness  proved  that  the  testimony  was  different  from  what  he 
had  set  down. 

In  the  preliminary  examination  of  the  witness  offered,  which  gave 
occasion  for  the  decision,  the  same  inequitable  spirit  was  manifested, 
to  end  which,  and  as  a  lesson  for  the  future  as  well  as  for  the  reasons 
above  stated,  the  witness  was  refused.  Examined  and  took  deposi- 
tions of  O-shaw-wau-kah  and  Joseph  M.  Ostroph. 

Adjourned  at  2|  p.  m.  to  4  p.  m. 

Met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  at  4  p.  m.  Examined  and  took  de- 
positions of  Josiah  Slingerland  and  Eli  Williams. 

Bebutiing  testimony. 

The  attorney  general  here  declared  the  case  of  the  Indians  closed, 
and  asked  an  adjournment  to  Fond  du  Lac  for  the  examination  of 
witnesses  on  two  points  only,  to  wit:  the  market  price  of  flour  and  of 
land  warrants  at  certain  dates. 

The  request  was  granted  contingent  upon  the  close  of  the  examina- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  defence,  and  my  convenience  as  to  the  distri- 
bution of  the  Indian  provisions. 

No  further  witnesses  being  in  attendance,  adjourned  to  9  a.  m.  to- 
morrow morning. 

Thursday,  April  12. 

Met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  at  9  a.  m. 

8ho-no-nee  was  introduced  as  the  last  witness  on  the  part  of  th^ 
complainants,  and  being  examined  refused  to  be  cross- q nest ione A i 
saying  that  he  came  only  to  say  one  thing  and  having  said  it,  woul^ 
answer  no  more  questions. 

Captain  William  Powell  was  then  examined  and  his  deposition 
commenced.     At  1  p.  m.  adjourned  until  2  p.  m. 

At  2  p.  m.  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.     Captain  William  Powel 
still  under  examination  and  deposition  continued.     At  6  p.  m.  a^ 
journed  until  9  a.  m.  to-morrow  morning. 

Friday,  April  13. 

Met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  at  9  a.   m.     Present  as  yesterday^ 
Captain  William  Powell,  interpreter,  examined  and  deposition  closed^ 
Adjourned  at  2\  p.  m.  until  3^  p.  m. 

Met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  at  3^  p.  m.     George  F.  Wright  an^  ^ 
<5eorge  Cown  examined  and  depositions  taken. 

Adjourned  at  5  p.  m.  until  to-morrow  morning  at  10  a.  m. 
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Saturday,  April  14,  1860. 

Met  pursnaDt  to  adjournmeDt,  at  10  a.  m.  Present  as  yesterday. 
Bxamined  and  took  depositions  of  Charles  D.  Ambrose,  Lewis  Gold- 
stncker,  and  Joseph  S.  Cavert. 

Adjourned  at  1  p.  m.  until  2  p.  m. 

Met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Examined  and  took  2  depositions 
of  William  Powell. 

At  4  p.  m.,  at  the  mutual  request  of  the  attorney  for  Mr.  Bonesteel, 
Isaac  S.  Tallmadge,  esq.,  and  James  H.  Howe,  attorney  general  of 
the  State  of  Wisconsin,  as  prosecutor  on  the  part  of  the  Menomonee 
Indians,  adjourned  until  Friday,  at  10  o'clock,  a.  m.,  20th  instant,  to 
Fond  du  Lac,  Wisconsin,  to  take  testimony  at  that  point  required  by 
Attorney  General  Howe,  on  the  part  of  the  Menomonees. 

Friday,  April  20. 

Met  at  Fond  du  Lac  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  James  H. 
Howe,  attorney  general,  Mr.  Isaac  S.  Tallmadge,  esquire.  Took 
deposition  of  John  Marshal,  J.  A.  Page  and  D.  W.  Smith. 

At  12^  p.  m.  adjourned  until  2  p.  m. 

At  2  p.  m.,  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Same  parties  present 
as  in  the  morning.  Took  deposition  of  William  C.  Frederick  and 
E.  R   Ferris. 

Adjourned  until  10  a.  m.  to-morrow  morning. 

Saturday,  April  21,  10  a.  m. 
Met  pursuant  to  adjournment.     Same  parties  present  as  yesterday, 
except  Attorney  General  Howe.     Took  deposition  of  Frederick  Haas. 
Adjourned  at  5  p.  m.  until  7  p.  m. 

Met  at  7  p.  m.  No  one  appearing  to  testify,  adjourned  to  9  a.  m. 
Monday  morning,  April  23. 

Monday,  April  23,  9  a.  m. 

Met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Same  parties  present  as  on  Satur- 
day. No  person  attending  to  testify,  and  Mr.  Kershaw  on  the  part 
of  the  Menomonees  declaring  that  he  had  no  farther  witnesses  to 
produce,  it  was  mutually  agreed  that  the  deposition  of  Isaac  S.  Tall- 
madge, esq.,  should  be  admitted  ea;  parte  in  behalf  of  Agent  Bone- 
steel, upon  the  receipt  of  which  the  investigation  should  close. 

At  5  p.  m.,  adjourned. 

At  ten  minutes  past  6  p.  m.,  left  by  railroad  train  for  Oshkosh, 
cu  route  for  Keshena,  on  the  Menomonee  reserve,  in  order  to  distri- 
We  the  provisions  which  had  all  been  sent  forward  to  that  point  from 
^ond  du  Lao,  on  the  26th  ultimo;  the  deposition  of  Isaac  S«  Ta.llm^^%<6 
^ing  deferred  until  the  return  to  Fond  du  Lac,  for  'wouXi  oi  \AXEift  V<^ 
^ke  itprevioas  to  the  departure  of  the  train. 
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duriDg  the  council;  that  deponent,  to  the  best  of  his  belief,  remained  to 
the  close  of  the  council. 

That  on  their  way  to  Washington,  a  year  ago  last  winter,  the  dele- 
gation visited  Mr.  Bonesteel,  at  Fond  du  Lac.  That  deponent  inter- 
preted a  conversation  in  the  railroad  oars  between  Mr.  Bonesteel  and 
A-qua-no-mee.  That  A-qua-no-mee  asked  Mr.  Bonesteel  if  he  had 
laid  out  all  the  money  he  had  received  to  buy  provisions;  to  which  Mr, 
Bonesteel  replied  that  he  had  not  laid  it  all  out,  but  still  had  some 
of  it  on  hand.  That  the  amount  expended  or  retained  by  Mr.  Bone- 
steel was  not  mentioned  in  the  conversation. 

JOSEPH  GAUTHIEB. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  before  me  this  9th  day  of  April,  1860. 

GEO.  B.  EDMONDS,  Notary  Public, 


JNo.  IT. 

Deposition  of  John  Warrington. 

State  of  Wisconsin,  County  of  Shawano^  ss : 

John  Warrington,  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  deposes  and 
says:  That  he  is  a  half-breed  ot  the  Menomonee  tribe;  that  he  was 
present  last  summer  at  a  council  held  in  the  male  school-house  at 
Keshena;  that  the  chief  Mah-mah-ka-wet  asked  the  United  States 
interpreter,  Mr.  Powell,  to  interpret  to  Mr.  Bonesteel  a  complaint 
against  the  schoolmaster,  Mr.  Andrews;  that  Mr.  Powell  answered, 
it  was  no  such  thing — he  knew  better.  That  this  is  all  that  deponent 
recollects.  That  Mr.  Bonesteel  did  not  know  anything  about  it.  That 
Mr.  Powell  did  not  interpret  the  complaint. 

JOHN  WARRINGTON. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  before  me  this  9th  day  of  April,  1860. 

GEO.  B.  EDMONDS,  Notary  FMic. 


No.  18. 
Deposition  of  La  Motte. 

State  of  Wisconsin,  County  of  Shawano^  sa : 

La  Motte,  a  chief  of  a  band  of  the  Menomonee  Indians,  being  duly* 
sworn  according  to  law,  deposes  and  says :  That  he  cannot  speak  the^ 
English  language.  That  last  fall,  having  heard  a  great  many  of  hi^ 
young  men  say  that  the  farmer,  Haas,  did  not  do  his  duty,  and  know-^ 
ing  himself  that  he  did  not,  he,  the  deponent,  complained  to  Mr.. 
Bonesteel  in  council  at  the  school-house,  Mr.  Powell  interpreting^ 
and  requested  Mr.   Bonesteel  to  send  Haas  away  where  he  cam^ 
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COW  and  colt  of  his  own  in  the  Menomonee  barn,  and  fed  on  the  corn 
and  oats  brought  from  the  Central  Farm,  and  also  a  large  number  of 
chickens  were  kept  by  him  and  fed  from  the  same  grain  ;  that  he  kept 
strangers'  horses ;  that  he  sent  deponent  to  cut  wood,  which  he  hauled 
to  his  howe,  and  twice  to  Powell's,  the  interpreter ;  that  once  in  a 
while  Poller,  Powell's  man,  got  hay  to  feed  Powell's  cows,  which  he 
said  he  was  borrowing. 

Sam  Tiko  (deposition  No.  8)  further  testifies  that  of  the  meat  of  the 
three  oxen  slaughtered  by  order  of  Haas,  and  divided  among  the 
Indians,  one-quarter  was  placed  in  the  granary  by  order  of  Haas,  and 
that  he  does  not  know  what  became  of  it  afterwards  ;  that  about  ten 
bushels  of  seed  wheat  was  swept  together  on  the  floor  of  the  ware- 
bouse,  and  divided  among  the  employes  and  fed  to  their  chickens ; 
that  since  the  Indians  objected  to  Haas  feeding  his  horses  in  their 
barn,  he  bought  two  loads  of  Hay,  but  knows  of  none  previously  pur- 
chased by  him. 

Joseph  Penasha  (deposition  No.  13)  testifies  that  Haas  kept  a  cow 
and  colt  in  the  Menomonee  barn,  and  fed  them  on  the  hay  and  corn  of 
the  Indians  ;  that  deponent  saw  Haas  buy  hay  from  Me-shaw-cut  and 
his  brother,  and  pay  them  for  it.  This  hay  was  put  into  the  barn 
with  the  other  hay  ;  that  Porlier  took  hay  from  the  barn  and  fed  it  to 
Powell's  cows ;  that  once  in  a  while  Haas  sent  him  to  cat  wood,  which 
he  dri  w  to  the  school-houses  and  Haas*s  house  ;  that  Haas  sometimes 
sold  him  provisions  at  his  request ;  that  when  he  (deponent)  was 
going  to  plant  potatoes,  Haas  told  him  to  separate  the  large  and 
small  ones,  and  Haas  used  to  eat  the  large  ones. 

Ignatius  Wetzel,  blacksmith,  (deposition  No.  20,)  testifies  that 
Haas  kept  the  horses  of  strangers,  who  stay  over  night,  in  the  Me- 
nomonee barn. 

Joseph  M.  Ostropb  (deposition  No.  26)  testifies  that  Haas  made 
him  sign  a  blank  voucher ;  that  he  has  seen  Haas  take  money  for 
keeping  teamsters'  horses  in  the  Menomonee  barn  ;  that  he  saw  Haas 
sell  potatoes  out  of  the  root-house  to  the  Indians  for  sugar. 

In  answer  to  these  charges  William  Powell  (deposition  No.  36) 
testifies  that  deponent  bought  two  and  half  tons  of  hay,  which  was 

{laced  in  the  Indian  barn,  which  he  loaned  to  Haas  for  the  use  of  the 
odians,  which  Haas  returned  to  him,  and  that  it  was  upon  this  hay 
80  returned  that  his  cows  were  fed,  and  also  the  horse  of  Mr.  Wright; 
that  he  borrowed  oats  from  Haas,  belonging  to  the  Indians,  to  feed 
the  horse,  and  returned  it  to  him ;  that  the  corn  crop  of  1859  was 
mined  by  the  frost,  and  generally  unfit  for  food  ;  that  the  potato  crop 
generally  was  also  much  injured,  the  potatoes  were  very  small,  and 
not  ripe,  and  that  somv  of  the  rye  was  also  injured  by  the  frost ;  that 
in  1858  Haas  sent  some  wheat  and  rye,  raised  on  the  Central  Farm, 
and  had  it  ground  ;  gave  some  of  the  flour  to  the  chiefs,  and  the  re- 
mainder was  distributed  by  himself  and  Haas  to  the  poor  of  tho 
several  bands ;  that  Haas  sent  surplus  of  seed  rye  to  the  mill,  the 
flour  from  whieh  deponent  distributed  to  the  poor  of  the  tribe,  and 
also  the  tolls  taken  for  grinding  for  the  whites  at  the  mill ;  that  tho 
three  Indian  oxen  were  killed,  because  they  were  getting  old,  in  the 
fall  of  1857  ;  the  meat  was  very  poor  ;  that  it  was  divided  «x^^\2w^\»V^ 
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several  bands.  Some  of  the  beef  was  left  because  those  entitled  to  it 
were  not  present.  He  subsequently  found  some  beef  in  the  ware- 
house^ which  he  thinks  was  part  of  the  same,  and  this  deponent  saw 
Haas  distribute  to  those  who  had  not  received  their  share.  That  the 
wood  furnished  at  his  house,  by  order  of  Haas,  was  for  the  agency 
ofiSce,  which  was  constantly  occupied  by  the  Indians  during  the  day, 
and  by  those  coming  from  a  distance  during  the  night ;  also,  during 
the  payments,  wood  is  brought  for  the  use  of  the  office  ;  that,  exclu- 
sive of  this,  the  wood  brought  this  year  could  not  exceed  six  or  sevea 
cords ;  that  he  purchased  his  wood  for  the  use  of  his  family  ;  that  the 
seed  wheat,  swept  from  the  floor  of  the  granary  after  the  time  of 
planting,  was  about  three  bushels ;  that  about  two-thirds  or  a  half 
bushel,  including  the  dirt,  was  brought  to  him  to  feed  his  chickens; 
that  the  flour  made  from  the  wheat  and  rye  raised  on  the  Central 
Farm  was  distributed  to  the  poor,  and  the  potatoes  distributed  for 
seed  to  each  band  last  year ;  that  three  hundred  and  fifty  bushels 
weredivided  among  them,  and  that  Haas  could  not  have  taken  any  away 
to  his  own  house  without  the  knowledge  of  deponent;  that  deponent 
and  Haas  have  potatoes  of  their  own  raising  in  a  separate  place  in  the 
same  root-house  in  which  the  potatoes  raised  for  the  Indians  are  kept. 

George  F.  Wright,  uf  Oshkosh,  (deposition  No.  38,)  testifies  that  he 
left  a  horse,  belonging  to  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Peshtigo,  with  Captain 
Powell ;  that  Powell  said  he  had  hay,  but  no  grain,  to  feed  him;  that 
deponent  said  he  would  furnish  the  grain,  and  shortly  afterwards 
sent  Powell  seven  bushels  of  oats  to  feed  the  horse  ;  the  horse  remained 
in  Powell's  charge  three  weeks,  more  or  less. 

Louis  Goldstucker,  the  school  teacher,  (deposition  No.  40,)  testifies 
that  he  has  resided  with  Haas  ever  since  he  came  on  the  reserve,  some 
three  months;  that  Haas  treats  the  Indians  with  the  greatest  hospi- 
tality ;  that  during  January  and  February  of  the  present  year  they 
have  generally  been  every  day  either  at  breakfast,  dinner,  or  supper, 
at  his  table,  and  frequently  stayed  during  the  nighit ;  has  seen  the 
table  het  for  three  or  four  at  onco  ;  the  average  number  at  his  housa 
is  one  or  two  daily.     Deponent  would  not  feed  them  as  Haas  does  for 
$100  to  $150  per  annum;  that  within  the  last  week  he  has  seen  thre^^ 
Indians  ask  Mrs.  Haas  for  something  to  eat  and  she  gave  it  to  them. 

Fredk.  Haas,  the  farmer,  (deposition  No.  43,)  swears  that  he  ha^ 
been  farmer  four  years  the  38th  of  July  next;  received  his  first  appoint- 
ment from  Benjamin  Hawkins,  United  States  Indian  agent ;  that  his 
instructions  irom  him  were  to  plough  four  or  five  acres  for  the  black- 
smith, and  the  gardens  of  the  interpreter  and  school  teacher,  and  an 
allowance  of  ten  acres  to  cultivate  for  himself,  but  has  never  culti- 
vated, for  his  own  use,  over  three  acres  ;  that  he  has  never  received 
any  other  instructions  in  the  premises ;  that  the  Central  Farm  contained 
sixty  acres ;  that  during  the  first  year,  1858,  of  Bonesteel's  agency, 
deponent  cultivated  the  whole  of  said  farm  for  the  common  use  and 
benefit  of  the  Indians  that  in  1859^  the  said  Central  Farm  was  allotted, 
in  separate  portions,  among  twenty  families  of  the  tribe,  which  depo- 
nent ploughed  and  sowed  lor  them  respectively  ;  that  for  the  use  of 
the  tribe,  he  cultivated  four  acres  of  potatoes,  of  which  the  yield  was 
between  fifty  and  sixty  bushels,  which  are  now  in  the  root-house  on 
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the  reserve,  kept  for  distribation  for  seed ;  that  in  the  winter  of 
1857-'58,  eighteen  or  nineteen  yoke  of  cattle,  two  cows  and  a  calf, 
and  a  pair  ot  horses,  all  the  property  of  the  Indians,  were  kept  in 
the  Menomonee  barn;  that  during  the  winter  of  1858-'59,  there  were 
about  fifteen  yoke  of  cattle,  two  cows,  and  one  span  of  horses,  all  the 
property  of  the  Indians,  kept  in  the  Menomonee  barn,  and  also  a  colt 
of  his  own,  for  which  latter  he  bought  hay,  oats,  and  some  bran,  to 
feed  it ;  that  Mr,  Wright,  of  Oshkosh,  had  a  horse  in  said  barn:  that 
William  Powell  had  two  and  a  half  tons  of  hay  in  the  barn  at  that 
time,  from  which  the  horse  was  fed,  and  that  Powell  supplied  seven 
or  eight  bushels  of  oats  for  his  feed ;  that  in  the  beginning  of  the 
same  winter  Powell  had  two  cows  in  the  barn  ;  that  there  is  no  con- 
venient way  of  keeping  the  hay  separate  in  said  barn  ;  that  during 
the  last  winter  deponent  had  two  cows  in  the  barn,  and  two  belong- 
ing to  Powell,  and  from  three  to  fifteen  yoke  of  Indian  cattle,  and  a 
horse  ;  that  during  threshing,  deponent  also  kept  a  pony  therein  for 
his  use  as  farmer  ;  that  Powell  bought  three  or  four  tons  of  hay,  from 
which  his  cows  were  fed,  and  that  deponent  fed  his  own  cows  from  hay 
and  bran  purchased  by  himself;  that  this  hay  and  grain  was  kept 
without  separation,  as  in  previous  years;  that  travellers'  horses  have, 
from  time  to  time,  been  kept  in  the  barn  and  generally  fed  from  oats 
brought  by  themselves ;  sometimes  deponent  has  kept  them  and 
received  pay  therefor ;  that  there  is  no  accommodation  for  travellers 
within  eight  miles  in  one  direction  and  eii^hteen  in  the  other,  except 
at  the  reservation ;  that  when  there  was  no  grain  or  hay  of  his  own 
in  the  barn,  he  fed  strangers'  horses  from  the  common  Menomonee 
stock,  and  returned,  at  his  own  expense,  the  hay  and  grain  so  used ; 
that  deponent  raised  about  two  acres  of  corn,  in  all  seventy  or 
eighty  bushels,  which  deponent  fed  to  his  pigs,  and  this  was  the  only 
corn  raised  that  year  ;  this  was  ot  poor  quality,  owing  to  the  frosts ; 
that  in  the  fall  of  the  year  1858,  he  sold  six  bushels  of  rye  belong- 
ing to  the  Indians,  for  one  dollar  per  bushel,  which  money  he  gave  to 
the  interpreter,  Powell,  with  which  he  bought  flour  for  the  Indians,  and 
divided  amongst  the  poor  of  the  tribe  ;  and  that  this  was  all  the  rye  he 
sold;  that  he  slaughtered  three  Indian  oxen,  at  the  request  of  the  chiefs, 
in  November,  1857;  they  were  very  poor;  the  beef  was  divided  among 
the  Indian  bands,  except  one  quarter  kept  for  the  band  of  Shaw-na- 
no-pe-na-so,  which  had  no  representative  at  the  distribution  ;  that  a 
week  or  ten  days  afterwards  this  quarter  was  distributed  to  said  band  ; 
that  it  is  not  true  'that  deponent  took  the  tallow  and  converted  it 
to  his  own  use ;  that  the  oxen  were  in  so  poor  a  condition  that  there 
was  no  tallow  saved  therefrom ;  that  one  of  the  hides  was  given  to 
the  band  of  Sho-no-nee,  another  to  that  of  Oshkosh,  and  a  part  of  the 
third  deponent  used  in  making  a  harness  to  be  used  in  the  ox  irame 
for  shoeing  oxen ;  that  deponent  sold  thq  hide  of  a  cow  of  his  own 
to  Mr.  Cavert,  in  Septembier,  185T,  the  meat  of  which  he  gave  to  the 
Indians ;  that  it  is  the  custom  of  deponent  to  furnish  wood  for  the 
use  of  the  office  of  the  Indian  agent  and  also  for  his  own  use ;  that 
as  a  general  custom  he,  deponent,  pays  for  his  own  firewood ;  that 
occasionally,  when  the  hands  are  unemployed,  he  has  employed  them 
in  cutting  wood  at  his  own  house ;  that  the  firewood  he  purcha^od 
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from  the  lodians  and  generally  paid  tbem  ten  shillings  per  cord ; 
that  he  has,  at  the  solicitation  of  the  farm  hands,  sold  them  pro- 
visions, and  that  he  has  exchanged  potatoes  which  he  bought  of  the 
Indians,  for  sugar  for  his  own  use ;  that  each  spring,  any  excess  of 
wheat  or  rye  left  after  sowing  deponent  has  sent  to  the  mill  to  be 
ground  and  distributed  among  the  poor  of  tbe  tribe  ;  that  a  year  ago 
fast  summer,  all  the  wheat  raised  was  spoiled  by  the  **  rust." 

Ghas.  D.  Ambrose  (deposition  41)  testifies  that  the  only  ox  bide 
he,  deponent,  ever  bought  of  Mr.  Haas,  the  Indian  farmer,  was  on 
the  17th  ot  September,  1857,  which  weighed  fifty-five  pounds;  that 
Haas  bad  a  cow  which  died  about  that  time;  that  this  testimony  is 
founded  on  an  examination  of  the  books  of  Mr.  Cavert,  for  whom  he 
is  clerk  ;  that  Sam  Tiko  brought  the  hide  to  the  store,  and  was  in 
Haas's  employ  at  the  time  ;  that  from  his  books  it  appears  he  paid 
or  credited  Haas  lor  the  hide  6  cents  per  pound ;  that  from  deponent's 
observation  of  the  treatment  of  Haas  to  the  Indians,  it  was  very  hos- 
pitable ;  giving  them  food  to  eat  when  they  came  to  his  house.  Depo- 
nent boarded  two  weeks  with  Haas,  since  which  he  has  been  frequently 
at  his  house  and  witnessed  the  same  treatment  of  them. 

The  complaints  against  Mr.  Leach,  the  miller,  are  as  follows: 
Keshena  (deposition  10)  testifies  that  the  miller  was  about  daring  the 
first  winter  of  Mr.  Bonesteel's  agency  ;  that  as  soon  as  the  mill  froee 
up  the  second  winter  the  miller  went  off. 

Joseph  Carron  (deposition  14)  testifies  that  he  has  worked  in  the 
mill  ever  since  it  belonged  to  the  Menomonees ;  that  the  first  fall 
Leach  came,  he  left  the  reserve  immediately  after  the  payment  of  the 
annuities,  and  that  the  mill  did  not  run  after  he  left ;  the  next  spring 
it  commenced  running  when  the  Indians  were  coming  out  of  the  sugar 
bush  ;  that  other  persons  besides  Leach  dressed  the  mill  stones;  that 
Leach  does  nr^t  know  how  to  set  the  saw  ;  deponent  always  set  it  him- 
self;  that  Leach  measures  lumber  when  they  come  for  it;  the  rest  of 
his  time  he  lies  in  bed  ;  that  he  does  not  know  why  the  mill  was  not 
running  when  he  was  there  eight  or  nine  weeks  ago  ;  that  the  dam 
was  frozen  over  at  that  time  ;  that  he  does  not  know  whether  the  mill 
is  in  repair  or  not ;  that  Leach  lives  with  a  Menomonee  woman  ;  that 
they  live  together  as  mau  and  wife. 

Carron  (deposition  19)  testifies  that  his  son,  Joseph  Carron,  was 
discharged  from  the  mill  by  Leach  last  fall. 

Ignatius  Wetsel  (deposition  20)  testifies  that  Leach  was  absent  from 
the  reservation  a  year  ago  last  fall  about  five  months,  and  that  Leach 
had  told  him  subsequently  that  he  had  received  payment  of  his  salary 
for  the  time  of  his  absence  ;  that  he  left  in  December  last  year,  and 
returned  in  February ;  that  Leach  is  incompetent  as  a  grist  miller ; 
'*  that  he,  deponent,  was  at  the  mill,  and  did  not  get  any  flour  ;  that 
the  mill  was  out  of  order,  and  Captain  Powell  hired  another  man  to 
fix  the  mill ;"  that  the  river  was  not  frozen  over  until  about  six  weeks 
after  Leach  left  the  first  time ;  that  the  mill  was  started  again  in  that 
year  ;  that  the  mill  was  run  by  Mr.  Wilkins,  the  present  carpenter ; 
that  he  made  the  affidavit  accompanying  the  memorial  of  the  legisla- 
ture of  Wisconsin  to  Congress  at  La  Mott's  house,  on  the  reservation; 
that  he  had  been  instructed  by  the  agent  not  to  attend  such  councils^ 
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but  that  be  did  not  know  there  was  a  council  there ;  that  James  La 
Mott  came  for  him,  and  said  the  Indians  wanted  to  see  him,  but  did 
not  say  for  what  purpose. 

In  answer  to  these  charges,  William  Powell,  interpreter,  (deposi- 
tion 36,)  testifies  that  he  knows  Leach,  the  miller,  and  has  known 
him  during  the  whole  term  of  office  of  Mr.  Bonesteel ;  has  visited 
the  mill  at  different  times  when  Leach  has  been  at  work  in  the  grist 
and  saw-mill.  He  made  good  flour  ;  is  no  judge  of  a  mill,  but  knows 
that  the  lumber  is  good  ;  that  upon  the  representations  of  Leach  that 
the  stones  were  in  such  bad  order  that  it  required  a  man  who  tho- 
roughly understood  it,  deponent  employed  Andrews  to  fix  the  stones ; 
that  Carron  was  pleased  with  the  flour  made  by  Leach  ;  has  frequently 
visited  the  mill,  and  always  found  Leach  at  work ;  when  absent,  he 
was  informed  he  had  gone  to  dinner ;  that,  to  the  personal  knowledge 
of  deponent,  Leach  dressed  the  mill-stones  ;  that  the  only  exception 
are,  when  he  employed  Andrews,  and  another  instance,  when  he  saw 
Edward  F.  Sawyer  assist  Leach  in  dressing  them. 

William  Powell  (2d  deposition.  No.  42)  testifies  that  the  river  on 
which  the  mill  is  freezes  over  generally  between  the  15th  and  20th  of 
November  ;  that  the  dam  freezes  generally  a  week  before  the  river  ; 
that  the  ice  on  the  river  does  not  remain  as  lon$]^  as  on  the  dam. 

Letter  of  Agent  Bonesteel,  (No.  45  :)  '^  The  other  point  to  which  I 
would  call  your  attention  is  the  payment  of  the  miller  (Leach)  during 
the  first  winter  of  my  term  of  office.  The  fact  in  reference  to  this  is, 
that  Mr.  Leach  obtained  a  leave  of  absence,  for  how  long  a  time  I  do 
not  now  exactly  recollect.  He  was  unwell  at  the  time,  and  this  was 
the  main  reason  for  granting  him  the  leave.  He  was  quite  ill  for 
some  months  afterwards,  and  on  recovering  his  health  he  resumed  his 
work.  I  thought  it  no  more  than  right,  under  the  circumstances, 
that  he  should  be  paid  his  full  salary,  and  accordingl^r  did  so  without 
making  a  deduction  for  his  lost  time.  A  portion  of  that  time,  you 
will  bear  in  mind,  was  during  the  fall  and  winter,  when  nothing 
could  be  done  in  his  capacity  of  miller  on  account  of  the  weather. 
His  other  absences  have  been  on  leave,  and  during  the  winter  months, 
when  his  presence  at  the  mill  was  not  required,  and  during  which 
time  it  could  not  be  run  on  account  of  the  severity  of  the  weather." 

CHARGES  AGAINST  WILLIAM  POWELL,  UNITED  STATES  INTERPRETER. 

Sam  Tiko  (deposition  4)  testifies  that  a  portion  of  the  bran  brought 
from  the  mill  was  taken  to  Poweirs;  that  three  cows  belonging  to  Pow- 
ell  were  kept  in  Menomonee  barn,  and  that  Porlier,  his  man,  fed  them 
irom  Menomonee  hay,  and  that  wood  cut  by  the  Indians  was  taken 
to  his  house. 

^  Wau-hau-nah-nah  (deposition  7)  testifies  that  once  in  a  while  Per- 
kier, Poweirs  man,  came  and  got  hay  to  feed,  and  told  deponent  he 
'^as  borrowing  it. 

Wau-pe-'ke-knew  (deposition  12)  testifies  that  Powell  gave  She-pan- 
8he-co-kien  something,  which  she  showed  to  Tiko,  who  told  her  that 
be  (Tiko)  did  not  knotv  it  was  intended  to  be  eaten;  that  he  had  mixed 
Wn  with  it ;  that  he,  deponent,  did  not  ask  this  woman  whether  Mr. 


64  CASE   OF  A.  D.   BONESTEEL. 

Powell  gave  it  to  her.     She  told  him  she  got  it  at  the  agency,  and  it 
was  for  this  reason  that  he  has  said  that  she  got  it  from  Mr.  Powell. 

Joseph  Penasha  (deposition  13)  testifies  that  he  frequently  saw  Por- 
lier,  Powell's  man,  take  hay  from  the  barn  and  carry  it  to  where 
Powell  kept  his  cows. 

Joseph  Oauthier  (deposition  16)  testifies  that  Powell  would  not 
interpret  to  agent  complaint  against  Andrews,  the  school  teacher. 

John  Warrington  (deposition  17)  testifies  that  Powell  refused  to 
interpret  to  the  agent  complaint  against  Andrews,  the  school  teacher. 

Och-ke-he-na-niew  (deposition  No.  23)  testifies  that,  on  the  ap- 
plication of  Pe-po-ne-nee  ibr  a  land  warrant,  deponent,  Mr.  Bonesteel, 
and  Mr.  Tallmadge  were  present,  Mr.  Powell  interpreting  ;  that  Sho- 
ne-on  and  Sho-no-nee  told  him  that  Pe-po-ne-nee,  jr.,  was  the  son  of 
Pe-po-ne-nee,  sr.;  that  he,  deponent,  was  a  witness  for  Pe-po-ne-nee, 
jr.,  and  that  Pe-po-ne-nee  is  the  grandchild  of  Pe-po-ne-nee,  the  war- 
rior who  served  in  the  Black  Hawk  war  j  that  he,  deponent,  swore 
that  Pe-po-ue-ne,  jr.,  was  the  son  of  Pe-po-ne-nee,  sr.,  the  warrior; 
that  Powell  told  the  Indians  they  must  tell  the  truth  ;  that  if  the 
applicant  said  he  was  a  grandchild,  or  over  twenty-one  years  of  age, 
he  could  not  get  the  warrant ;  that  the  widows  and  children  were  en- 
titled to  land  warrants ;  that  grandchildren  could  not  get  land  war- 
rants, nor  persons  grown  up  ;  that  Powell  explained  the  paper  to  get 
the  land  warrant,  which  he  swore  to  and  signed;  that  Powell  told 
him  that  the  nephews  of  those  who  served  could  not  get  land  war- 
rants. 

Mah-mah-ka-net  (deposition  No  24)  testifies  that  Mr.  Bonesteel, 
Mr.  Tallmadge,  and  Mr.  Powell,  interpreters,  were  present  at  the  coun- 
cil when  applications  were  made  for  land  warrants,  when  Pe-po-ne-nee, 
the  grandchild  of  the  warrior,  made  application  ;  that  Powell  told 
him  they  could  not  effect  anything  if  they  said  he  was  the  grandson ; 
he  mu8t  say  that  he  was  the  son  of  Pe-po-ne-nee ;  that  Powell  told 
him,  Pe-po-ne-nee,  that  when  he  swore  the  Great  Spirit  heard  him, 
and  that  he  must  tell  the  truth  ;  and  asked  him  if,  when  he  i^aid  that 
his  (Pe-po-ne-nee*8)  father  went  to  the  Black  Hawk  war,  he  told  the 
truth.     Pc^po-ne-nee  answered  that  it  was  the  truth. 

Joseph  M.  Ostroph  (deposition  No.  26)  testifies  that  he  saw  Powell 
put  his  name  to  a  number  of  blank  vouchers  opposite  to  the  printed 
word  interpreter  in  said  blank  vouchers. 

Shononee,  a  head  chief,  (depo^iition  No.  28,)  testifies  that  he  swore 
that  Pe-po-ne-nee  was  the  child  of  the  warrior  Pe-po-ne-nee— just 
what  he  was  told  to  swear;  that  he  came  here  to  swear  but  one  thing, 
and  would  not  answer  any  questions. 

In  answer  to  these  charges,  William  Powell  (deposition  No.  36) 
testifies  that  he  bought  hay  and  oats  for  his  cows,  from  which  they 
were  fed,  and  replaced  the  oats  useil  by  the  horse  left  by  George  F. 
Wright  in  his  charge ;  that  the  wood  brought  to  his  house  was  for 
the  agency  office,  which  the  Indians  frequented,  and  in  which  they 
sometimes  slept,  keeping  up  the  fire  all  night ;  and  that  he  purchased 
his  own  wood  for  the  use  of  his  family.  That  last  summer  Ma-ma- 
ka-wet  got  up  in  council,  and  said  he  wanted  to  speak  about  the 
cboolmmater,  Mr.  Andwews;  tbal  Yi^  ir%xi\ft4  U^  t^iV  tlie  agent  his 
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oondnct  regarding  keeping  school.  He  said  he  was  down  at  Shawano 
the  whole  of  his  time;  that  upon  this  deponent  interrupted  him,  say- 
ing that  he,  deponent,  wanted  him  to  confine  himself  to  the  truth  ; 
that  he,  deponent,  was  left  in  charge  by  the  agent  at  Eeshena,  and 
knew  better  than  he  (Ma-mi^ka-wet)  did ;  that  the  schoolmaster  was 
not  down  to  Shawano  all  the  time,  and  that  he  should  not  state  any- 
thing but  what  he  saw  with  his  own  eyes,  or  of  which  he  had  personal 
knowledge ;  that  thereupon  Ma-ma- ki^wet  sat  down  and  said  no  m(H*e ; 
that  after  he  sat  down,  deponent  told  him  if  he  had  anything  to  say  to 
the  agent  he  would  interpret  for  him ;  and  he  answered  that  it  was  no 
use,  as  he  (deponent)  knew  better  than  he  did  ;  that  deponent  does  not 
remember  whether  he  repeated  the  conversation  to  Mr.  Bonesteel ;  he 
did  not  do  so  in  council.  That  when  applications  were  made  by  the 
Indians  for  land  warrants,  the  agent,  through  him,  the  interpreter,  in- 
quired whether  the  applicant  was  a  widow  or  an  heir,  and  was  told 
the  number  of  witnesses  which  were  required,  and  that  a  guardian 
was  necessary  in  the  case  of  a  minor  child. 

Gtoorge  F.  Wright  (deposition  No.  38)  testifies  that  he  sent  oats  to 
Powell  to  feed  the  horse  left  by  him  in  his  case. 

Isaac  S.  Tallmadge,  (deposition  No.  46,)  who  aided  Mr.  Bonesteel 
in  making  out  applications  of  Indians  for  land  warrants,  states,  in 
detail,  the  course  which  was  taken  ;  that  the  Indians  should  be  well 
informed  on  the  subject,  and  the  information  and  instructions  relating 
thereto  conveyed  to  them  through  the  interpreter,  William  Powell. 

The  charge  made  in  the  affidavit  of  Joseph  M.  Ostroph  is  best 
answered  by  the  blank  forms  of  vouchers  in  the  office  of  the  agent, 
specimens  of  which  are  herewith  presented. 

From  an  inspection  of  these  vouchers^  it  will  be  seen  that  there  is 
no  printed  word  ''  interpreter  "  thereon,  opposite  to  which  he  swears 
he  saw  Powell  place  his  name. 

George  Cown,  (deposition  No.  37,)  Joseph  S.  Cavert,  (deposition 
No.  3y,)  Louis  Goldslucker,  (deposition  No.  40,)  Charles  D.  Am- 
brose, (deposition  No.  41,)  all  swear  they  would  not  believe  Ostroph 
under  oath. 

The  charges  against  the  schoolmasters,  detailed  principally  by  Os- 
troph, whose  credibility  is  directly  impeached  by  the  evidence,  it  is 
not  deemed  necessary  to  set  forth,  as  they  are  not  now  in  the  employ- 
ment of  the  government  at  the  agency,  and  there  is  no  charge  or  com- 
Slaint  of  any  kind  from  any  quarter  against  the  present  schoolmaster, 
Ir.  Goldstucker. 


■;\ 


No.  1. 
Depoaiiian  of  Sho-fuy-nee. 

I    SiAiR  OP  Wisconsin,  County  of  Shawano j  as: 

r^^  I    a.^^^"°o-ii^j  *^®  b®*d  war  chief  of  the  Menomonee  tribe  oi  la- 
^^z-'}   ^^^^y  deposes  and  says :  That  he  is  about  seventy  years  o?  a^e\  >i)a»X. 
j^ft:      ^  liaa  attended  three  payments  made  by  A.  D.  Boneafcft^\,Xi^V\^ 
H.  Ex.  Doc.  4 5 
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States  agent,  in  person  ;  that  he  knows  of  no  instance,  of  himFelf, 
during  these  payments,  in  which  money  had  been  taken  by  force  of  the 
Indians;  that  he  cannot  recollect  that  any  Indian  had  told  him  that 
he  had  his  money  taken  away  by  force  ;  he  had  heard  Mr.  Bonesteel 
tell  the  Indians  in  open  council,  previous  to  making  the  payment  of 
their  money,  through  the  United  States  interpreter,  William  Powell, 
that  if  any  of  the  traders  took  away  their  money  they  should  come 
and  tell  him  ;  that  he  had  never  made  any  complaint  to  Mr.  Bone- 
steel,  because  he  did  not  believe  he  would  listen  to  him  ;  his  reason 
for  this  belief  is,  that  Mr.  Bonesteel  had  neglected  their  request  to 
allow  them  to  send  delegates  to  Washington,  and  in  that  matter  had 
treated  them  like  children  ;  that  he  is  the  same  person  who  made  an 
aflBdavil  last  winter  in  regard  to  William  Powell  and  the  distribation 
of  his  people,  and  also  respecting  the  conduct  of  the  traders  in  taking 
their  money  from  them  ;  that  the  affidavit  he  speaks  of  was  that 
signed  by  him  (Wintley)  with  Shonion ;  and  further  the  deponent  saith 
not. 

Before  the  signing  and  witnessing  of  this  affidavit  the  deponent 
corrects  his  statement,  and  says  :  That  he  never  heard  Mr.  Bonesteel 
in  open  council,  or  anywhere  else,  tell  the  Indians,  through  the  in- 
terpreter, William  Powell,  that  if  the  traders  took  away  any  of  their 
money  they  should  come  and  tell  him. 

SHO-NO-NEte,  his  +  mark. 

Witnesses : 

Talbott  Prickett,  Interpreter. 

Wm.  Powell,  United  States  Interpreter. 

Joseph  Gauthier,  Interpreter. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  4th  day  of  April,  1860. 

GEORGE  B.  EDMONDS, 
Notary  PiMc. 


No.  2. 
First  deposition  of  Shonion. 


State  of  Wisconsin,  County  of  Shawano,  ss  : 

Shonian,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says :  That  he  has  attended 
three  payments  made  by  the  United  States  Indian  agent,  A.  D.  Bone- 
steel ;  that  the  payments  were  made  at  the  school-house  in  Keshena; 
that  Mr.  Bonesteel  was  present ;  that  a  year  ago  last  fall  Eahkatucl^ 
received  his  money  ;  he  saw  him  go  out  into  the  street  to  the  store  oi 
CJown,  an  Indian  trader,  where  he  saw  George  Gown,  an  Indian 
trader,  and  his  wife,  grab  Kahkatuck  and  take  his  money  from  him, 
and  that  Gown  put  the  money  in  his  pocket,  and  he  heard  Kah- 
katuck ask  him  to  give  him  back  some  of  it,  to  which  Cown  replied 
that  if  he  would  come  to  his  store  he  would  make  it  right  with  him* 
Mr.  Bonesteel  was  not  present  at  this  transaction  ;  he  had  gone  home 
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to  his  office.  This  is  the  only  time  he  saw  anything  of  that  kind. 
Thai  he  and  others  made  complaint  to  Mr.  Bonesteel  that  their  money 
was  taken  away  by  force  by  the  traders,  and  that  Mr.  Bonesteel  told 
them  they  were  expected  to  treat  their  friends  right ;  this  he  and 
others  told  to  Mr.  Bonesteel  a  year  a^o  last  fall ;  Keshena  was  one  of 
those  who  told  Mr.  Bonesteel  in  his  office;  the  interpreter  of  what  they 
told  him  was  Mr.  Wra.  Powell,  Qnited  States  interpreter.  He  only  saw 
the  money  taken  from  the  Indians  in  the  instance  already  stated.  He  has 
heard  of  several  persons,  since  his  complaint  to  Mr.  Bonesteel,  having 
their  money  taken  from  them  by  force  by  traders.  Kiamamak  had 
told  him  that  he  (Kiamamak)  had  heard  of  such  a  transaction.  This 
took  place  previous  to  Mr.  Bonesteel  being  agent.  The  only  person 
complained  of  by  him  and  others  to  Mr.  Bonesteel  was  Mr.  Cown, 
and  that  he  has  not  known  or  heard  of  any  other  person  having  taken 
the  money  of  the  Indians  by  force.  That  he  saw  his  own  daughter 
give  Mr.  J  8.  Cavert  a  ten  dollar  gold  piece  to  pay  an  account  of  five 
dollars  due  him,  and  that  Mr.  Cavert,  though  requested  to  return  the 
change,  refused  to  do  so,  but  she  was  compelled  to  take  calico  in  change, 
which  his  daughter  carried  out  and  exhibited  to  deponent,  who  told 
her  to  keep  it.  He  made  no  complaint  of  this  transaction  to  Mr. 
Bonesteel.  That  he  has  never  heard  Mr.  Bonesteel,  previous  to  the 
payments,  tell  the  Indians  that  if  the  traders  molested  them  regard- 
ing their  money  he  would  attend  to  the  matter.  That  this  transac- 
tion by  Mr.  Cavert  occurred  since  the  complaint  made  by  him  to  Mr. 
Bonesteel. 

SHONION,  his  X  mark. 
Witnesses : 

Joseph  Qauthibr, 

Talbott  Prickktt, 

Interpreters. 

William  Powell,  Untied  States  Interpreter. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  before  me  this  4th  day  of  April,  1860. 

GEORGE  B.  EDMONDS, 
Notary  Public. 


No.  3. 
Deposition  of  O-ka-ma^sha. 


State  of  Wisconsin,  Oounty  of  Shawano^  ss: 

0-ka-ma-sha,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says :  That  he  is  a 
Menomonee  Indian;  thinks  he  is  twenty-nine  years  of  age;  that  he 
has  been  present  at  three  Indian  payments  made  by  A.  D.  Bonesteel, 
United  estates  Indian  agent;  that  he  does  not  know  of  any  difficulty 
the  Indians  have  had  with  the  traders  about  money ;  that  he  has 
heard  of  one  with  Tash-wau-sa-bone,  and  no  one  else  ;  that  he  heard 
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this  to-day,  and  at  the  time  of  its  occurrence,  one  year  ago  last  fall, 
from  the  same  person  ;  that  at  the  time  of  the  payment,  a  year  ago 
last  iall,  Mr.  J.  8.  Cavert,  an  Indian  trader,  made  out  his  acconnt 
with  him,  amounting  to  forty-nine  dollars  ;  that  he,  the  deponent, 
put  his  mark  to  said  paper,  stating  his  account  to  be  that  amount,  and 
that  said  Cavert  gave  the  said  paper  to  Mr.  Bonesteel,  who  paid  the 
said  Cavert  the  said  amount  of  forty- nine  dollars ;  that  the  amount 
due  to  him,  the  deponent,  was  fifty-dollars,  and  that  he  received  the 
balance,  one  dollar,  from  Mr.  Bonesteel;  that  he  had  believed  at 
that  time  that  the  amount  he  owed  the  said  Cavert  was  about  thirty 
dollars  ;  that  he  signed  the  pay-roll  for  the  fifty  dollars  due  him 
when  Mr.  Bonesteel  was  making  the  payment ;  that  be  was  not 
present  when  the  money  was  paid  to  said  Cavert ;  that  be  did  not 
want  to  sign  the  pay-roll,  because  Mr.  Bonesteel  did  not  give  him  his 
money  ;  that  the  reason  that  Mr.  Bonesteel  gave  him  why  he  did 
not  pay  him  his  money  was,  that  he  had  an  order  for  it  on  Mr.  Cavert; 
when  he  signed  the  paper,  or  made  his  mark  thereto,  he  knew  it  wm 
for  forty  nine  dollars ;  that  he  did  not  know  whether  his  name  was  upon 
it,  he  touched  the  pen  ;  that  Mr.  Cavert  cheated  him  by  telling  him 
that  all  who  owed  him  gave  him  an  order,  and  that  the  deponent 
should  give  him  one ;  that  he  objected,  and  that  it  was  some  time 
before  he  could  be  induced  to  sign  it ;  he  did  not  know  what  Mr. 
Cavert  intended  to  do  with  the  order  ;  thought  when  he  signed  it  that 
Mr.  Cavert  intended  to  cheat  him  ,  that  he  does  not  know  what  Cavert 
wanted  with  the  orders  of  all  those  persons  w^hich  he  had  said  he 
had  obtained  ;  that  he  had  never  seen  an  order  paid  at  the  pay  table; 
Joseph  Wau-ba-nash-cum,  a  Menomonee  Indian,  was  the  interpreter 
on  the  occasion  of  his  touching  the  pen  to  the  paper  or  order,  between 
him^  the  deponent,  and  said  Cavert ;  that  he  does  not  know  whether 
Wau-ba-nash-cum  intended  with  the  trader  to  cheat  him  ;  that  Mr, 
Bonesteel  paid  him  the  balance  due  him,  one  dollar,  in  the  evening 
after  the  payment  in  the  store  of  Mr.  Cavert ;  Mr.  Bonesteel  had  no 
conversation  with  Mr.  Cavert  at  the  time  of  the  payment  of  the  one 
dollar  ;  that  Mr.  Powell,  the  United  States  interpreter,  was  not  pres- 
ent ;  that  he  did  not  ask  Mr.  Bonesteel  for  the  dollar  he  paid  kirn. 
Further  deponent  saith  not. 

G-KA-MA-SHA,  his  +  mark. 
Witnesses : 

Talbott  Prickett,  Interpreter. 

Wm.  Powell,  United  States  Interpreter. 

Joseph  Gauthieb,  Interpreter, 

Subscribed  and  sworn  before  me  this  4th  day  of  April,  1860. 

GEO.  B.  EDMONDS, 

Notary  Public. 
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No.  4. 
Deposition  of  Ti-ko. 

State  of  Wisconsin,  County  of  Shawanoy  as : 

Samuel^ Ti-ko,  a  Menomonee  iDdian,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes 
and  says  :^  That  be  is,  be  thinks,  about  2'J  years  old ;  that  he  has 
worked  on  the  ''  Central  Farm,"  on  the  Menomonee  reservation,  for 
the  most  part  of  the  last  three  years  ;  that  Frederick  Haas,  the  far- 
mer, employed  him  ;  thi^t  Mr.  A.  D.  Bonesteel  employed  him  a  year  ago 
this  spring,  at  Fond  du  liac,  to  take  care  of  the  horses  on  the  reserve; 
that  he  took  care  of  three  horses — two  belonging  to  the  Menomonees, 
^  and  one  belonging  to  the  farmer,  Mr.  Haas  ;  that  he  took  care  of  all 
the  horses  for  about  two  months,  at  the  end  of  which  time  one  of  the 
Indian  horses  died^  and  that  he  took  care  of  the  two  others  ;  that  last 
fall^  after  payment,  Mr.  Haas  took  away  his  horse,  since  which  he 
has  had  charge  of  only  one  horse ;  that  before  being  employed  by  Mr. 
Bonesteel  he  worked  on  the  ''  Central  Farm  ;"  that  the  winter  before 
he  was  employed  by  Mr.  Bonesteel  at  Fond  du  Lac,  he  hauled  wood 
and  hay  for  Haas,  and  took  care  of  three  yoke  of  cattle  during  the 
whole  winter,  and  also  of  other  cattle  of  the  Indians  which  were 
brought  on  to  the  reserve  ;  does  not  know  the  whole  number  of  cat- 
tle— a  great  many  were  brought  before  spring  ;  that  the  only  cattle, 
except  those  belonging  to  the  Indians,  that  were  kept  on  the  ''  Central 
Farm,"  on  the  Menomonee  reserve,  were  some  cows ;  that  at  first  there 
was  only  one  cow,  belonging  to  Mr.  Haas,  the  farmer ;  that  the  first 
cow  died,  and  he  afterwards  helped  to  diive  up  three  more  belonging  to 
Mr.  Haas,  one  of  which  was  sold  soon  after :  the  other  two  are  now 
on  the  said  **  Central  Farm  ;*'  that  they  were  fed  on  hay  and  bran, 
some  of  which  bran  Mr.  Haas  bought,  and  some  of  which  he  sent  him, 
the  deponent,  to  get  Irom  the  mill ;  this  was  the  toll  taken  at  the 
Menomonee  mill ;  does  not  know  how  much  bran  Mr.  Haas  bought, 
an^  how  much  he  obtained  from  the  mill ;  he  bought  of  Pah-me-wa- 
tuck,  Pe-quatch-e-na-ni-u,  Wa-pa-nah-nah,  and  She-pah-ke-sick.    Mr. 
Haas  had  some  wheat  of  his  own.     That  he  and  **  Pat,"  an  employe 
on  the  reserve,  brought  all  the  bran  made  at  the  mill  to  the  barn  in 
the  village  of  Keshena,  on  the  reserve,  except  a  portion  that  was  left 
at  the  house  of  the  interpreter,  Mr.  Powell ;  that  all  the  bran  was 
fed  to  the  cows  belonging  to  Mr.  Haas,  and  none  to  the  oxen  belong- 
ing to  the  Indians.     The  hay  that  was  fed  to  the  cows  was  the  prop- 
erty of  the  Indians;  that  part  of  the  wheat  raised  on  the  '*  Central 
Farm"  was  sent  to  the  mill  and  ground,  and  the  flour  put  in  the  In- 
dian storehouse,  a  sack  or  two  of  which,  about  as  often  as  they  went 
to  the  mill  for  it,  was  taken  over  by  the  deponent  to  Haas's   house — 
the  remainder  of  the  wheat  raised  was  taken  to  the  Indian  barn ; 
that  Mr.  Haas  raised,  himself,  about  an  acre  and  a  half  of  wheat  near 
his  own  residence  ;  that  the  wheat  raised  by  Mr.  Haas,  together  with 
the  wheat  raised  on  a  forty-acre  lot  of  the  Indians,  were  both  taken 
by  deponent  to  the  mill  and  ground  together,  and  that  he,  the  depo- 
nent, took  all  the  flour  so  made  to  the  house  of  Mr.  Haaa^  \Xv»X>  V^ 
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thinks  that  the  number  of  bushels  raised  by  Mr.  Haas  was  about 
eight  bushels — that  raised  on  the  forty-acre  lot  about  twice  as  much ; 
that  Mr.  Haas  took  all  the  bran  Irom  the  wheat  ground  at  the  mill, 
both  of  his  own  and  that  which  he  raised  for  the  Indians  as  their 
farmer  ;  that  three  colts  and  a  horse  were  kept  in  the  Indian  barn 
during  the  winter  of  1858-'59.  The  colts  were,  two  of  them,  spriog 
colts,  and  the  other  coming  two  years.  That  they  were  fed  on  the 
Menomonee  hay  and  oats  that  was  in  the  barn  ;  that  two — the  spring 
colts — belonged  to  Mr.  Bonesteel,  and  were  kept  all  winter  ;  the  third 
belonged  to  Mr.  Haas.  Another  colt,  a  spring  colt,  was  brought  in 
the  spring  of  the  same  year,  and  belonged  to  Mr.  Bonesteel.  That 
he  does  not  know  to  whom  the  horse  belonged  which  was  kept  in  the 
Indian  barn ;  that  Mr.  Haas  told  him  it  belonged  to  Mr.  Powell ; 
that  he  afterwards  found  out  that  it  belonged  to  William  Johnson, 
an  Indian  trader  from  the  Chippewa  country ;  that  this  horse  was 
taken  away  in  the  spring,  before  the  Indians  commenced  making 
sugar  ;  this  horse  was  fed  as  the  others,  on  the  Menomonee  hay  and 
oats  ;  that  Wa-pi^nah-nah  had  charge  of  the  horses.  That  he  knows 
of  the  horses  of  strangers  being  frequently  kept  in  the  barn  ;  that  he 
has  known  cases  when  they  were  compelled  to  turn  out  the  cattle  to 
make  room  lor  the  horses.  Once  knew  of  eight  horses  placed  therein 
at  one  time  ;  that  they  were  all  fed  on  the  hay  of  the  Indians,  and 
when  the  owners  did  not  bring  oats,  their  horses  were  fed  on  the 
oats  belonging  to  the  Indians  ;  that  he  never  saw  Mr.  Haas  take  money 
for  keeping  strangers'  horses  ;  that  he,  the  deponent,  once  took  money 
from  a  boy  who  had  a  yoke  of  oxen  in  the  barn — the  boy  gave  him 
26  cents ;  that  Mr.  Haas  had  also  given  him  26  cents  for  taking  care 
of  a  stranger's  horse.  That  Mr.  Slingerland  often  put  his  horse  in 
the  barn,  and  told  deponent  he  paid  for  it;  that  at  one  time  Mr.  . 
i  lingerland  gave  him  a  shilling  for  feeding  his  horse;  that  he  has 
received  five  shillings  in  all,  during  three  years,  from  strangers  for 
keeping  their  horses ;  that  Mr.  Haas  has  been  in  the  habit  of  keeping 
the  horses  of  strangers  in  the  barn  during  the  agency  of  Mr.  Bone- 
steel; that  he  does  not  know  whether  Mr  Bonesteel  knew  of  Mr. 
Haas's  keeping  the  horses  of  strangers  in  the  Indian  barn ;  that  some 
cattle  and  a  horse  have  been  kept  in  the  barn  since  last  winter— one 
yoke  belonging  to  the  Menomonees,  and  two  yoke  of  young  cat'le  be- 
longing to  Mr.  Haas,  which  were  brought  upon  the  reservation  last 
fall;  that  Mr.  Haas,  when  he  heard  that  the  Indians  did  not  like 
him  to  keep  his  cattle  in  the  barn,  sold  one  yoke  of  them  to  depo- 
nent; this  was  just  after  New  Year's.  That  there  were  some  cattle 
there  belonging  to  Mr.  William  Powell,  the  interpreter,  who,  when 
he  heard  that  the  Indians  did  not  like  his  keeping  them  there,  took 
them  away ;  these  cattle  were  there  from  last  fall  until  the  Indian 
delegation  started  for  Washington ;  the  cattle  of  Mr.  Powell  were 
three  cows ;  that  he,  the  deponent,  ted  the  hay  of  the  Menomonees  to 
the  cattle  of  Mr.  Haas  and  the  cows  of  Mr.  Powell;  when  deponent 
did  not  do  it,  *^Porlier,"  Mr,  Powell's  man,  fed  them  from  the  same 
hay;  that  corn,  wheat,  and  potatoes  were  raised  on  the  ^'Central 
Farm"  last  year— one  hundred  and  thirty  bushels  of  ears  of  corn ;  that 
Mr.  Haas,  the  farmer,  shut  up  some  hogs  and  fed  almost  all  of  it  to  them ; 
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after  it  was  almost  all  gone,  lie  fed  some  of  it  to  the  Indian  cattle ;  that 
the  wheat  was  disposed  of  by  Mr.  Haas  in  the  manner  he  has  before 
testified,  and  that  the  wheat  above  spoken  of  was  the  wheat  raised  on 
the  farm  last  year ;  that  Mr.  Haas  disposed  of  some  of  the  rye  raised 
last  year  to  a  man  who  lives  on  the  road  at  the  crossing  of  the  river 
"Embarras ;"  that  he  saw  the  wagon  driven  into  the  barn-yard  empty, 
and  on  its  coming  out,  he  saw  three  bags  therein  which  he  supposes 
was  rye,  as  the  man,  when  he  came,  told  him,  the  deponeat,  that  Mr. 
Haas  had  promised  him  some  rye.  He  did  not  see  the  man  pay  any- 
thing to  Mr.  Haas  for  it.  That  three  oxen  have  been  killed  on  the 
farm  one  year  ago  last  fall;  that  he,  the  deponent,  killed  one;  that 
he  had  gone  after  the  ox  which  he  killed,  and  on  his  return  the  other 
two  had  been  killed,  he  does  not  know  by  whom;  that  Mr.  Haas 
directed  deponent  to  kill  the  ox.  That  the  meat  of  the  three  oxen 
was  divided  amougst  the  Indians;  that  the  tallow  was  put  in  a  bushel 
basket  and  taken  away  by  Mr.  Haas;  that  one  of  the  oxen  was  very 
fat;  that  deponent  saw  Haas's  daughter  make  up  the  tallow  into 
candles,  8>'me  of  which  he  sold  to  deponent,  for  which  he  paid  the 
same  price  he  paid  in  the  stores  for  candles;  that  he  bought  at 
different  times  of  Mr.  Haas,  and  paid  him  two  shillings  a  pound  for 
them;  that  Mr.  Haas  took  the  amount  out  of  his  wages — his  wages 
at  that  time  were  one  dollar  per  day;  that  he  saw  Oh  yah-ye-shaw-po- 
ma  come  out  of  Mr.  Haas's  house  with  candles;  that  one  of  the  hides 
is  in  the  warehouse  of  the  Indians,  and  the  other  was  taken  by 
deponent  to  Mr.  Cavert's  store  by  order  of  Mr.  Haas;  that  he  took  it 
to  the  door  of  the  store  where  it  was  taken  in  and  weighed;  that  he 
knows  of  about  a  half  a  dozen  who  have  traded  with  Mr.  Haas;  that 
the  said  Haas  keeps  all  kinds  of  provisions  for  sale  to  the  Indians; 
that  Mr.  Haas  had  told  him  that  he  was  afraid  to  sell  as  the  traders 
had  complained  of  him,  and  that  since  that  time  he  has  sold  to 
deponent  secretly;  that  Mr.  Haas  told  him,  the  deponent,  that  Prickett 
and  Mr.  Cavert,  Indian  traders,  had  complained  of  his  selling  to  the 
Indians;  that  Mr.  Haas  told  deponent  that  he  had  bought  wood  for 
the  school-houses,  and  that  the  wood  so  alleged  by  Mr.  Haas  to  be 
bought  for  the  purpose  is  divided  among  all  the  employes  on  the 
reservation;  that  he  occasionally  sends  deponent  and  other  Indians 
employed  on  the  reserve  to  chop  wood,  and  this  wood  is  taken  wher- 
ever they  are  out  of  wood,  either  to  the  school-houses,  or  to  Mr.  Haas's, 
or  to  Mr.  Powell's;  that  **Carrow,"  the  chief,  went  to  Mr.  Powell 
and  asked  for  seed  wheat  last  spring,  and  that  Mr.  Powell  let  him  have 
it;  that  he  cannot  name  any  particular  person,  but  that  he  knows 
that  Indians  went  to  Mr.  Haas  for  seed  wheat,  and  that  they  got  it; 
that  Mr.  Powell  divided  the  seed  wheat  last  spring;  this  wheat  was 
the  wheat  sent  up  to  the  reservation  by  Mr.  Bonesteel;  that  Mr. 
Haas  had  no  wheat  the  year  ago  last  spring,  he  had  only  rye;  that 
Mr.  Haas  had  no  seed  wheat  the  last  spring,  and  that  he  dot  s  not 
know  of  any  one  going  to  Haas  a  year  ago  last  spring  for  seed  wheat; 
that  Mr.  Bonesteel,  when  he  resided  on  the  reservation,  had  a  mare 
which  had  a  colt  the  next  spring,  and  that  the  colt  belonging  to  Mr. 
Bonesteel,  as  testified  heretofore,  is  the  same  colt;  that  the  other  colt, 
as  testified  heretofore  to  be  the  property  of  Mr.  Bonesteel,  was  brought 
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on  the  reservation  by  Mr.  Haas;  that  Mr.  Haas  told  him  it  belonged 
to  Mr.  Bonesteel;  that  the  third  colt  named  in  his  previous  testimony 
was  bought  when  deponent  was  absent;  that  he  knows  that  this  last- 
named  cult  as  well  as  the  others  were  Mr.  Bonesteel's,  for  the  reason 
that  he  took  them  all  down  to  Mr.  Bonesteel,  at  Fond  du  Lac,  last 
spring. 

his 

SAMUEL  +  TI-KO. 

mark. 

Witnesses: 

Talbott  Pkickett,  Interpreter. 

Wm.  Powell,  United  States  Interpreter. 

Joseph  Gauthier,  Interpreter. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  4th  day  of  April,  1860. 

GEO.  B.  EDMONDS, 
Notary  PvUic. 

The  sheets  composing  this  affidavit  were  attached  together  and 
sealed  in  my  presence  at  the  execution  thereof. 

GEO.  B.  EDMONDS. 


No.  5. 
Deposition  of  MaJt-ka-tawa-ahet. 

State  of  Wisconsin,  County  of  Shawano ^  sa: 

Mah-ka-ta-wa-shet,  a  Menomonee  Indian,  resident  on  the  reserve, 
being  duly  sworn,  deposeth  and  says:  That  he  is  twenty-one  years 
of  age;  that  he  worked  on  the  Central  Farm  for  Mr.  Haas  the 
fall  before  last;  that  he  fed  Mr.  Haas's  cow,  by  his  order,  in  the 
Indian  barn,  on  the  hay  which  was  called  the  Menomooee  hay;  that 
Mr.  Haas  never  told  him  that  it  was  his  cow;  that  Mr.  Haas's 
daughter  milked  the  cow;  that  Ti-ko  worked  on  the  farm  at  the  same 
time;  that  once,  by  order  of  Mr.  Haas,  he  fed  his  chickens  with  corn 
and  wheat;  that  ouly  once  he  saw  horses  brought  to  the  Menoraonee 
barn,  the  horses  of  strangers,  which  he  fed  from  the  hay  and  oats 
belonging  to  the  Menomonees  by  order  of  Mr.  Haas;  that  he  believes 
that  all  the  hay  and  oats  in  the  Indian  barn  belongn  to  the  Menomonees; 
that  it  is  because  he  so  believes,  that  he  says  he  fed  the  Menomonee  hay 
and  oats  by  the  order  of  Mr.  Haas;  that  there  is  but  one  pile  of  hay 
in  the  barn;  that  there  is  only  one  place  in  the  barn  where  oats  are 
kept;  that  he  worked  on  the  said  farm  the  summer  before,  and  hauled 
hay  to  the  barn  which  was  cut  on  the  reservation  by  Indians;  that 
the  Indians'  cattle  in  the  barn  that  winter  were  ted  from  the  same  hay. 

The  deponent  says  that  nobody  told  him  to  say  what  he  has  been 
testifying. 

MAH-KA-TA-WA-SHET,  his  x  mark. 
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Subscribed  and  sworn  before  me  this  5th  day  of  April,  1860. 

GEO.  B.  EDMONDS, 

Notary  Public. 
Witnesses: 

Talbott  Prickett,  Interpreter. 

Wm.  Powell,  United  States  Inierpretei\ 

Joseph  GAurniER,  Interpreter. 


No.  6. 
Dqfxmiion  of  Herman  Nahor. 

State  op  Wisconsin,  County  of  Shawano ^  as: 

Herman  Nabor,  a  resident  of  the  village  of  Shawano,  in  said  county 
and  State,  being  duly  sworn,  deposeth  and  says:  That  he  has  been  in 
business,  as  a  country  merchant,  dealing,  among  other  things,  in  pro- 
visions, from  November  1,  1858,  until  the  present  time.     Was  doing 
business  there  during  the  month  of  January,  1859,  and  left  there 
during  the  first  week  in  February  of  that  year;  that  the  deponent 
sold  flour  in  the  month  of  January  in  that  year  from  about  from  six 
and  a  half  to  seven  dollars  a  barrel — small  lots  at  retail  might  have 
reaohed,  for  the  best  quality,  seven  dollars  and  a  quarter  per  barrel; 
that  he  has  never  known  extra  winter  wheat  marked  ^'superfine;" 
that  be  has  traded  in  flour  more  or  less  for  eight  years;  that  the  flour 
sold  by  deponent  in  January,  1859,  was  brought  to  him  from  May- 
ville,  Dodge  county,  Wisconsin,  on  sleds — the  distance  from  Mayville 
to  Shawano,  as  estimated  by  the  teamsters  generally,  is  from  one 
hundred  and  ten  to  one  hundred  and  twelve  miles.    Mayville  is  twenty 
or  twenty-one  miles  further  from  Shawano  than  Fond  du  Lac;  the 
flour  was  manufactured  for  deponent  out  of  grain  purchased  by  him- 
self and  partner;  that  the  name  of  the  firm  is  Nabor  &  Buedebusch. 
That  the  price  of  flour  frequently  fluctuates;  the  price  of  flour  fluc- 
tuated remarkably  during  that  year,  which  he  attributed  to  the  exist- 
ence of  the  European  war;  the  price  of  flour  might  have  fluctuated 
in  Fond  du  Lac  during  the  month  of  January,  1859,  without  the 
deponent  knowing  anything  about  it.     That  the  firm  of  which  depo- 
nent is  a  member  sold  pork  at  Shawano  during  the  winter  of  1859  at 
twenty  dollars  per  barrel;  that  the  pork  so  sold  was  also  brought  from 
Mayville;  that  his,  the  deponent's,  partner  purchased  the  pork  and 
floor  so  sold;  that  the  firm  has  a  store  there  and  a  store  in  Shawano; 
that  the  firm  pack  their  pork  for  sale,  and  buy  only  when  they  are 
short;  that  it  is  the  course  of  the  business  of  said  firm  to  take  advan- 
tage of  the  market  as  to  the  prices  paid. 

H.  NABOR. 
Subscribed  and  sworn  this  5th  day  of  April,  1860. 

GEO.  B.  EDMONDS, 

Notary  Pu&2ic, 
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No.  7. 
Deposition  of  Wato-pan-nah-nah. 

State  op  Wisconsin,  Ccunfy  of  Shawano^  as  : 

Waw-pan-oah-nah,  a  member  of  the  Menomonee  tribe  of  Indians, 
being  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  deposes  and  says :  That  he  is  over 
twenty  years  of  age  ;  that  he  worked  for  Frederick  Haas,  the  farmer, 
the  fail  that  Mr.  Bonesteel,  the  agent,  first  came  up  to  the  reservation, 
and  worked  for  him  all  that  winter  ;  that  Haas  kept  a  cow  and  a  colt 
of  his  own  that  winter  in  the  Menomonee  barn  ;  that  the  cow  was  fed 
on  the  corn,  and  the  colt  on  the  oats  brought  into  the  barn  from  the 
*' Central  Farm ;  "  that  there  were  plenty  of  Menomonee  cattle  in 
the  barn,  which  cattle  belonged  to  the  Menomonees,  and  that  the 
cow  and  colt  were  fed  from  the  same  corn  and  oats  ;  that  a  large 
number  of  chickens  belonging  to  Mr.  Haas  were  fed  from  the  same 
corn  and  oats  daily,  from  a  measure  holding  about  two  quarts,  during 
the  winter  ;  that  horses  belonging  to  strangers  were  often  kept  in  the 
barn  during  that  winter  ;  that  Haas  sent  him  to  cut  wood  during  the 
same  winter,  which  he  hauled  to  Haas's  house ;  that  he  hauled  wood 
twice  to  the  house  of  William  Powell,  the  interpreter,  one  load  each 
time,  by  the  order  of  Mr.  Haas ;  that  he  bought  potatoes  from  Mr. 
Haas  last  spring,  three  bushels,  for  which  he  paid  him  one  dollar  a 
bushel ;  that  he  paid  in  sugar  ;  that  once  in  a  while  ^^  Porlier,"  Hr. 
Powell's  man,  came  to  the  barn  and  got  hay  to  feed  Mr  Powell's 
cows,  and  that  **Porlier"  told  deponent  that  he  was  borrowing  the 
hay  ;  this  was  the  winter  in  which  Mr.  Bonesteel  resided  on  the  rese^ 
vation  ;  that  he  does  not  know  who  the  cow  which  Mr.  Haas  kept  in 
the  barn  belonged  to;  he  heard  Haas's  children  call  it  their  cow; 
that  he  does  not  know  of  Mr.  Haas  killing  his  cow  before  Mr.  Bone- 
steel came  on  the  reserve  to  reside,  and  that  he  did  not  get  any  of 
the  meat  of  a  cow  killed  by  Mr.  Haas. 

WAW-PAN-NAH-NAH,  his  x  mark. 
Witnesses : 

Talbott  Prickbtt,  Interpreter, 

William  Powbll,  United  States  Interpreter. 

Joseph  Gauthier,  Interpreter. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  before  me  this  5th  day  of  April,  1860. 

GEORGE  B.  EDMONDS, 

Notary  PuUic, 


No.  8, 
Deposition  of  Samuel  Ti-ko. 
State  of  Wisconsin,  County  of  Shawano y  ss : 

Samuel  Ti-ko,  the  witness  duly  sworn  and  examined  yesterday, 

being  recalled,  deposes  and  says :  That  the  corn  named  in  his  deposi- 

^f  jesterday  was  fed  by  Mr.  Haas,  as  testified  by  him,  and  that 
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the  bogs  80  fed  went  into  Mr.  Haas's  belly ;  tbat  be  saw  bim  eat 
some  of  the  pork ;  tbat  he  helped  to  kill  them,  and  saw  Haas  take 
them  into  the  house.  That  of  the  meat  of  the  three  oxen  mentioned 
yesterday  as  having  been  slaughtered  by  order  of  Mr.  Haas,  and 
divided  among  the  Indians,  one  quarter  was  placed  in  the  granary  by 
order  of  Mr.  Haas,  and  tbat  he  does  not  know  what  became  of  it 
afterwards.  That  of  the  seed  wheat  mentioned  in  bis  affidavit  of  yes- 
terday as  having  been  sent  upon  the  reservation  last  spring  by  Mr. 
Bonesteel,  a  portion — -he  thinks  it  might  be  about  ten  bushels — was 
swept  together  in  a  heap  on  the  floor  of  the  warehouse,  and  divided 
among  the  employes  and  fed  to  their  cbickens ;  that  the  employes 
among  whom  it  was  divided  were  Mr.  Wetzel,  the  blacksmith,  Mrs. 
Dousman,  the  teacher,  William  Powell,  the  interpreter,  and  Frederick 
Haas,  the  farmer  ;  that  he  saw  Wetzel,  Haas,  and  Powell  carry  por- 
tions of  it  away ;  that  he  has  seen,  of  the  produce  of  the  farm,  potatoes 
divided  among  the  Indians,  also  rye,  by  Mr.  Haas ;  that  he  does  not 
know  how  many  potatoes  were  divided — the  Indians  got  a  patent 
pail  full  apiece  ;  that  less  than  a  hundred  bushels  of  rye  was  divided 
among  them — thinks  it  might  have  been  about  fifty  bushels;  that  the 
rye  was  divided  a  year  ago  last  fall :  the  potatoes  were  divided  a  year 
ago  this  spring.  That  the  horse  spoken  of  in  his  affidavit  as  belonging 
to  the  farmer  and  kept  by  him  in  the  Menomonee  barn  was  a  pony  ; 
tbat  the  horse  which  is  now  kept  in  the  barn  is  one  of  the  pair  of 
horses  which  were  called  the  Menomonee  horses ;  one  of  them  died 
last  summer,  and  that  he  does  not  know  who  the  remaining  one  be- 
longs to.  That  he  knows  that  Mr.  Haas  bought  two  loads  of  hay  for 
his  own  use  since  Mr.  Haas  heard  that  the  Menomonees  did  not  like 
him  to  feed  his  horses  in  their  barn  ;  that  he  knows  of  none  purchased 
hy  Mr.  Haas  for  his  own  use  previously.  That  the  bran  mentioned  in 
his  affidavit  of  yesterday  as  having  been  bought  by  Haas  from  the 
Indians,  the  daughters  of  Haas  fed  to  his  cows  ;  that  the  bran  was  fed 
from  Haas's  house  ;  that  he  (the  deponent)  never  fed  any  of  it  to  the 
Menomonee  cattle.  That  the  third  colt  which  was  brought  to  the 
llenomonee  barn,  as  stated  iu  his  deposition  of  yesterday  to  belong  to 
Hr.  Bonesteel,  was  placed  in  the  barn  while  he  was  absent  making 
sugar ;  that  he  does  not  know  how  long  he  was  absent,  but  found  ic 
on  his  return  ;  does  not  know  how  many  weeks.  That  he  knows  no 
mode  of  measuring  time ;  does  not  measure  time  by  moons  ;  does  not 
know  how  long  is  the  time  of  one  moon.  That  he  has  been  to  school ; 
that  it  was  an  English  school ;  that  he  speaks  a  little  English,  but 
did  not  learn  it  at  school ;  that  he  was  taught  from  English  books. 
That  he  understood  the  deposition  made  by  him  yesterday,  when  it 
Was  read  to  him  by  the  special  agent  of  the  Indian  department.  That 
he  knows  the  names  of  the  days  in  the  English  language ;  that  the 
names  are  Monday,  Tuesday,  Wednesday,  Thursday,  Friday,  Satur- 
day, Sunday.  That  he  can  count  ten  in  English  ;  that  the  numerals 
%re  one,  two,  three,  four,  five,  six,  seven,  eight,  nine,  ten.  That  the 
(Hie  hundred  and  thirty  bushels  of  ears  of  corn  mentioned  in  his  depo- 
tition  of  yesterday  as  having  been  raised  on  the  Central  Farm  and  fed 
tmt  by  Mr.  Haas  to  his  hogs  was  white  corn,  some  of  poor  quality  and 
lome  that  was  good  ;  does  not  know  the  proportion  ot  good  ^udi  ^oot 


76  CASE  OF  A    D.   B0NE8TEBL. 

corn ;  more  good  corn  than  bad ;  a  little  of  it  had  not  ripened ;  that 
the  most  part  of  it  was  fit  for  use  as  food  ;  that  he  does  not  know  that 
any  of  this  corn  was  stolen  after  it  had  been  gathered  ;  that  he  never 
told  Mr.  Haas  that  any  had  been  stolen.  That  the  reason  why  he 
stated  that  the  wheat  raised  on  the  Central  Farm,  and  mixed  by  Mr. 
Haas  with  his  own,  belonged  to  the  Indians,  is,  that  the  ground  was 
ploughed  and  the  grain  harrowed  in  by  Indians  employed  and  paid 
as  laborers  by  the  farmer,  Mr.  Haas,  for  the  Indian  agent,  Mr.  Bone- 
steel.  That  some  rye  was  sown  for  Mr.  Wetzel,  the  blacksmith,  last 
year,  in  the  same  manner  ;  thinks  about  two  acres.  That  the  ox  hide 
mentioned  in  his  deposition  of  yesterday  as  having  been  taken  to 
Cavert,  the  trader's,  store,  was  taken  hold  of  by  said  Oavert  and  Lis 
clerk,  Charles  Ambrose,  and  dragged  into  the  store.  That  the  mare 
mentioned  in  his  deposition  of  yesterday,  belonging  to  Mr.  Boneateel 
and  kept  in  the  Indian  barn,  was  brought  there  in  the  fall  and  re- 
mained there  until  spring  ;  that  it  was  afterwards  sold  to  the  priest, 
Father  Menard,  who  kept  it  in  the  barn  a  short  time  afterwards ;  that 
Mr.  Bouesteel  lived  on  the  reserve  during  the  time  the  said  horse  was 
kept  in  said  barn.  That  he  knows  the  number  of  baskets  of  com 
raised  on  the  Central  Farm,  as  testified  to  by  him,  was  one  hundred 
and  thirty-one,  for  the  reason  that  he  marked  down  each  basket  with 
a  nail  on  a  piece  of  timber  in  the  inside  of  the  barn  at  the  time  it  was 
husked  in  the  barn  ;  that  while  under  examination  as  a  witness  yes- 
terday he  went  by  permission  to  the  barn  and  counted  the  maris 
made  as  aforesaid. 

his 
SAMUEL  X  TIKO. 
mark. 
Witnesses : 

Talbott  Priokett,  Interpreter. 

William  Powell,  U.  8.  Interpreter. 

Joseph  Gauthibr,  Interpreter. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  before  me  this  5th  day  of  April,  1860. 

GEORGE  B.  EDMONDS, 

Notary  Public. 

The  sheets  composing  this  affidavit  were  attached  and  sealed  in  mj 
presence  at  the  time  of  the  execution  thereof. 

GEORGE  B.  EDMONDS, 

Notary  PvbUc, 


No.  9. 

Deposition  of  A-qua-na-ma. 

State  of  Wisconsin,  County  of  ShawanOy  sa  : 

A-qua-no-ma,  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  deposes  and  says: 
That  be  is  the  head  chief  of  the  Menomonee  tribe  ;  that  he  is  thirty 
years  of  age ;  that  the  poor  and  aged  people  of  the  tribe  were  starving 
this  winter ;  that  there  were  nine  such  persons  in  his  band— these 
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No.  31. 
Deposition  of  J.  A.  Paige, 

iTATB  OP  WiscojraiN,  Coufity  of  Fofid  du  LaCy  as: 

J.  A.  Paige,  a  resident  of  Oshkosh,  in  said  State,  being  duly  sworn, 
iepo8eth  and  saith :  That  he  has  resided  in  Oshkosh  for  four  years 
Prom  the  first  day  of  May  next ;  that  he  has  been  engaged  in  general 
)a8ine88 — that  of  dry  goods  and  provisions.  The  cost  to  deponont  on 
he  eighteenth  day  of  January,  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-nine,  of 
leavy  mess  pork,  delivered  at  Oshkosh,  was  sixteen  dollars  and  sixty- 
dx  cents  ;  that  on  the  thirtieth  of  March,  in  the  same  year,  the  cost 
price,  delivered  at  Oshkosh,  was  eighteen  dollars  and  sixteen  cents  ; 
;hat  he,  the  deponent,  estimates  the  profit  at  about  one  dollar  per 
barrel  for  pork  during  the  periods  above  mentioned  ;  that  he,  depo- 
QCDt,  does  not  know  the  price  which  he  asked  for  pork  during  the 
period  aforesaid  ;  that  on  the  nineteenth  day  of  January,  in  the  same 
year,  deponent  paid  for  flour,  delivered  at  his  store  in  Oshkosh,  two 
iollars  and  twelve  and  a  half  cents  ;  that  the  price  at  which  deponent 
sold  flour  at  the  dates  ab^ve  mentioned  was  about  one  shilling  ad- 
vance on  the  said  price  ;  that  on  the  eleventh  and  fourteenth  of  the 
fnontb  of  February,  in  the  same  year,  the  price  paid  by  deponent  for 
Bour,  delivered  in  deponent's  store  at  Oshkosh,  was  two  dollars  and 
«xty-two  and  a  half  cents  per  sack  ;  that  on  the  twenty-eighth  day  of 
February,  in  the  same  year,  deponent  paid  for  flour  two  dollars  and 
«venty-five  cents  per  sack  ;  that  on  the  second  day  of  March,  in  the 
ame  year,  the  same  price  was  paid  for  flour  by  deponent ;  that  on 
he  twenty-eighth  of  the  same  month  and  year  deponent  paid  for  flour 
^0  dollars  and  eighty-seven  cents  per  sack ;  that  the  quality  of  the 
our  respecting  which  he  testifies  was  ''extra  superfine  flour,''  made 
'om  *«  spring  wheat." 

JOHN  A.  PAIGE. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me  this  20th  day  of  April,  1860. 

J.  S.  TALLMADGE, 
Notary  PvbliCy  Fond  du  La^  County y  Wisconsin. 


No.  32. 
Depositio-T),  of  John  Marshall. 

lATB  OF  Wisconsin,  County  of  Fond  du  Lac,  ss : 

John  Marshall,  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  deposeth  and 
aith  :  That  he  is  in  the  grain  and  provision  business  ;  that  he  was  en- 
gaged in  said  business  in  the  month  of  January  and  February,  in  the 
*ear  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-nine.  On  the  18th  Jan- 
lary  the  price  of  superfine  flour,  generally  called  "  poor-house  fl.out^'' 
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names  of  the  nine  poor  people  in  his  band  which  were  in  a  starving  con- 
dition this  winter  are,  Kah-ka-na-nee-yah,  Pom-e-pin-ne-yah,  Ah-jab- 
me-tah-mo,   Ah-wah-tin,   Kee-yat-tah-a-mo,  Shay-ship,   0-che-kah- 
kiew,  Mah-ne-shay-yah-kiew,  Mo-nah-we-nock;  that  these  nine  persons 
are  all  alive  ;  that  be  left  for  Washington  the  l^t  winter,  after  New 
Year's,  with  Kesbena,  Orb-ke-nab-nah,  Shonion,  Ganthier,  and  their 
son-in-law  Eernhaw  ;  that  the  reason  they  went  to  Washington  was 
that  when  they  found  no  attention  paid  to  their  welfare  here,  thef 
made  up  their  minds  to  go ;  that  they  consulted  among  themselrei 
about  going,  and  sent  also  tor  their  son-in-law,  Kershaw  ;  that  thej 
sent  for  Kershaw  of  their  own  accord  ;  that  he  thinks  it  was  three 
weeks  before  New  Year's;  that  be  came  at  their  request;  that  Kershaw 
was  never  here  before  that  time  ;  that  he  saw  Kershaw  at  the  boose  of 
the  aunt  of  Kershaw's  wife,  two  years  ago,  half  a  day's  walk  from 
Portage  city,  Wisconsin  ;  that  the  aunt  of  Kershaw's  wife  is  the  niece 
of  deponent;  the  wife  of  Kershaw  is  an  Indian  woman;  the  person  they 
sent  after  Kershaw  last  winter  was  Mr.  Ganthier,  here  present ;  that 
Gauthier  said  nothing  about  sending  for  Mr.  Kershaw ;  that  no  white 
person  said  anything  to  them  about  sending  for  Kershaw.     After  Eer- 
hhaw  came  they  held  a  council,  at  which  Kershaw  was  present;  that 
they  held  council  for  several  da}s.     Mr.  Gauthier,  here  present,  was 
the  interpreter  between  them  and  Mr.  Kershaw  ;  the  first  council  wasat 
*'  Car  row's"  bouse  ;  that  his  house  being  too  small,  they  changed  the 
place,  and  adjourned  the  council  to  the  bouse  of  Shaw-wa-ne-ke-sick; 
they  held  a  council  also  at  La  Motto's  bouse;  they  held  councils  at 
no  other  places;  that  all  the  houses  named  are  on  the  Menomooee 
reservation;  that  at  **  Carrow's"  house  they  talked  amongst  them- 
selves of  employing  Mr.  Kershaw  to  take  them  to  Washington;  and 
also  they  talked  amongst  themselves  about  some  monej  that  was  to 
be  taken  from  them;  that  they  talked  about  traders'  claims,  which  is 
what  he  means  by  '^  some  money  that  was  to  be  taken  from  them;" 
that  it  was  of  this  that  they  talked  to  Kershaw;  that  Mr.  Kershaw 
said  he  would  try  to  take  them  to  Washington;  that  there  was  do 
paper  made  there  (at  Carrow's  house)  by  Mr.  Kershaw,  stating  what 
the  traders  bad  said  to  them  about  their  claims;  Mr.  Gauthier  inte^ 
preted  the  paper;  that  he  signed  the  paper;  that  he  signed  no  paper 
at  ** Carrow's;"  that  he  was  present  at  the  council  held  at  Shaw-wa- 
na-ne-ke-sick's  house;   that  Kershaw  and   Gauthier   were  present; 
that   no   white  men   were  present ;   that  they  made   papers  at  all 
the  places  where  councils  were   held  except  at   **  Carrow's;"  that 
Mr.  Kershaw  made  all   the   papers,  and  that  Mr.  Gauthier,  here 
present,  interpreted  them  all  to  them;  the  councils  at  **  Carrow's" 
and  Shaw-wa-ne-ke-sick's  commenced  in  the  morning  and  ended  at 
night ;  the  council  at  La  Motto's  commenced  in  the  morning  and 
ended  late  in  the  night;  that  he  does  not  know  whether  Kershaw 
spoke  to  them  at  the  council  held  at  the  house  of  Shaw-wa-ne-ke- 
sick's;  that  at  the  council  held  at  La  Motto's  there  were  some  ^hite 
men  from  Shawano;  that  he  does  not  know  the  names  of  any  of  them; 
Charles  Ambrose,  the  clerk  of  the  Indian  trader,  Cavert,  was  there, 
and  Mr.  Ostroph,  and  Mr.  Wetzel  was  at  the  council  at  La  Motte's; 
that  he  does  not  know  the  names  of  any  other  white  men  present; 
that  they  spoke  about  the  traders'  claims;  after  they  got  through  their 
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business  they  told  Kershaw  how  much  they  were  to  pay  him,  and  gave 
him  a  paper,  stating  that  they  were  to  pay  him  $500.  Mr.  Kershaw 
wrote  this  paper,  and  Mr.  Gauthier,  here  present,  interpreted  it  to 
them  ;  the  interpreter,  Mr.  Gauthier,  told  them  it  was  for  five  hundred 
dollars;  that  the  money  was  for  his  services  in  writing  the  papers, 
takincr  them  to  Washington,  and  getting  the  papers  in  at  Washington; 
that  they  expected  from  these  papers  that  traders  would  b<3  prevented 
from  receiving  eighty  thousand  dollars;  that  they  expected  if  they 
prevented  it  being  paid  to  the  traders  they  would  receive  it  soon;  that 
they  expected  to  receive  and  bring  back  with  them  twenty  thousand 
dollars,  exclusive  of  their  annuities;  that  they  intended  to  ask  for  that 
amount  '*  because  we  are  poor;"  that  they  made  another  paper  to  be 
presented  to  their  Great  Father  at  Washington  to  draw  the  sum  of  fif- 
teen hundred  dollars  to  pay  the  expenses  of  the  delejration  to  and 
from  Washington,  and  the  five  hundred  dollars  to  Mr.  Kershaw;  that 
they  had  expended  the  most  of  $1,000  belonging  to  them  in  the 
hands  of  Mr.  Gauthier  in  buying  provisions  and  paying  the  white 
men  who  were  at  the  council  at  La  Motto's;  that  in  answer  to  the 
question  whether  they  expected  to  bring  back  any  money,  now  re- 
peated to  him,  with  the  addition  whether  their  expectations  of  the 
receipt  of  twenty  thousand  dollars  at  Washington  was  dependent 
upon  their  success  in  the  preventing  the  eighty  thounand  dollars  from 
being  paid  to  the  traders,  he  deposeth  and  saith,  it  was;  that  they 
have  paid  Mr.  Kershaw  over  two  hundred  dollars;  that  they  agreed 
to  pay  Mr.  Gauthier  nothing  but  his  expenses  lor  going  with  them  to 
Washington;  that  they  left  some  provisions  for  his  family  during  his 
absence;  that  they  used  some  of  the  provisions  bought  with  a  part  of 
the  thousand  dollars  heretofore  mentioned  at  the  council  at  La  Motte's; 
that  the  time  of  the  return  of  the  delegation  to  Washington,  a  year 
ago  last  winter,  was  when  they  began  to  make  sugar;  that  he  had 
no  conversation  with  Kershaw  at  the  time  of  his  visit  above  mentioned 
to  the  house  of  Kershaw's  wife's  aunt. 

Further  deponent  saith,  that  they  had  heard  on  their  reservation 
before  they  started  for  Washington,  a  year  ago  last  winter,  that  Mr. 
Bonest^el  had  received  five  thousand  dollars  instead  of  three  thousand, 
and  that  is  the  reason  they  spoke  of  it  to  him  at  Fond  du  Lac,  as  be- 
fore testified;  that  he  does  not  know  anything  of  the  money  which 
Mr.  Bonesteel  said  in  that  conversation  he  had  not  laid  out;  that  the 
papers  he  has  spoken  of  throughout  this  deposition  were  the  deposi- 
tions accompanying  the  memorial  from  the  legislature  of  this  State  to 
Congress;  that  he  did  not  ask  his  father,  the  agent,  nor  Mr.  Powell, 
the  interpreter,  to  keep  back  or  not  to  keep  back  a  portion  of  the  provi- 
sions for  them  to  use  during  the  winter  before  last. 

A-QUA-NO-MA,  his  -|-  mark. 
Witnesses: 

Talbott  Prickbtt,  Interpreter. 

Wm.  Powell,  U.  S.  Interpreter. 

Joseph  Gauthier,  Interpreter. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  hefore  me  this  6th  day  of  April,  I860. 

GEO.  B.  EDMONDS, 

Notary  Pu6lCc» 
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The  sheets  composing  this  affidavit  were  attached  and  sealed  in  my 
presence  at  the  time  of  the  execution  thereof. 

aKO.  B.  EDMONDS, 

Notary  Putlic, 


No.  10. 
Depoaition  of  Keshe-na. 


Statb  op  Wisconsin,  County  of  Shawano^  fta: 

Ee-she-na,  a  chief  of  the  Menomonee  tribe,  being  duly  sworn,  de« 
poseth  and  says :  That  there  were  poor  people  in  his  band  ;  that  he 
knows  of  six  who  are  very  poor;  that  their  names,  to  wit:  Na-na-ta- 
we-o-kiew,  0-na-we-kiew,  Eah-pash-ka-mo,  Ma-chee-ke-queh-wist, 
Pah-mah-ke-she-co-kiew,  an  orphan  child  of  eight  years  of  age,  Nah* 
kah-me-co-kiew  ;  that  they  are  widows  and  single  women  ;  that  they 
raised  wha»  they  could,  but  very  little ;  they  lived  this  winter  on  the 
little  corn  they  raised ;  that  he  knows  that  there  are  some  poor  in 
every  band  ;  that  the  daughter  of  Na-na-ta- we-o-kiew,  named  Co-she- 
yah-kiew,  is  crippled  in  the  back  and  can  hardly  walk;  that  he  knows 
that  they  had  not  enough  to  eat  this  winter,  because  their  neighbors 

fave  them  a  little  to  keep  them  alive ;  that  the  winter  before  last  he 
new  of  some  rye,  the  product  of  the  Central  Farm,  divided  among 
these  poor — a  small  bundle,  enough  to  cook  twice;  that  potatoes, 
about  four  bushels  to  each  of  the  small  bands,  were  divided  last  spring; 
that  there  are  three  small  bands  in  the  tribe ;  that  the  large  bands 
received  their  proportion  first,  and  that  he  did  not  see  how  much  they 
got ;  that  his  band  had  received  their  share  before  he  got  there,  and 
he  does  not  know  how  much  his  band  got ;  that  he  does  not  know 
that  any  hay  was  divided  a  year  ago  last  winter ;  that  he  knows  only 
of  the  oxen  of  Showin  and  Waw-ku-chon  kept  in  the  barn  a  year  ago 
last  winter;  there  might  have  been  more  without  his  knowledge;  that 
a  year  ago  last  winter  all  the  chiefs  were  assembled  in  the  office  of  the 
agen'.,  A.  D.  Bonesteel ;  that  the  chiefs  consulted  among  themselves 
how  much  they  should  ask  for ;  that  they  agreed  to  ask  for  provisions 
to  the  value  of  three  thousand  dollars,  the  usual  amount  they  had 
asked  for  since  the  agency  of  Mr.  Bonesteel ;  that  after  they  had 
agreed,  Sho-no-nee  said  they  should  ask  for  five  thousand  dollars; 
that  Sho-nion  told  them  not  to  say  that ;  that  they  asked  Mr.  Bone- 
steel, then  present,  for  three  thousand,  and  that  Mr.  Powell  inter- 
preted for  them ;  that  is  all  he  knows  about  it ;  that  he  went  to  Wash- 
ington a  year  ago  last  winter  ;  that  he  left  about  the  time  they  were 
nearly  ready  to  make  sugar ;  that  A-qua-no-ma  and  Ghiuthier  went 
with  him ;  that  Wetzel,  the  blacksmith,  went  with  them  as  far  as 
Milwaukie  ;  that  they  saw  Mr.  Bonesteel  at  Fond  du  Lac ;  A-qua-no- 
ma  asked  him,  Mr.  Bonesteel,  if,  ot  the  five  thousand  dollars  for  pro- 
visions^ he  had  laid  out  the  whole  of  it,  and  that  Mr.  Bonesteel 
anewered  that  he  had  not  *,  that  (ja\i\\i\&T  ^^  i!i^  interpreter ;  that 
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that  was  all  he  heard  of  the  conversation  between  A-qua-no-ma  and 
Mr.  Bonesteel ;  that  he  thinks  he  was  absent  on  his  journey  to  and 
from  Washington  over  three  weeks;   that  there  was  snow  on  the 

f  round  when  he  returned ;  some  of  their  provisions  had  arrived  before 
e  left,  but  that  they  had  not  all  arrived ;  that  he  did  not  see  the 
provisions  distributed ;  that  it  was  pretty  much  all  eat  up  before  he 
returned;  that  the  miller,  *'Sam,"  has  been  miller  ever  since  Mr. 
Bonesteel  came ;  that  the  miller  was  absent  during  the  first  winter  of 
Mr.  Bonesteel's  agency  ;  that  as  soon  as  the  mill  froze  up  the  second 
winter  the  miller  started  and  went  off ;  that  he  did  not  see  the  miller 
last  fall  when  he  returned  from  hunting  ;  that  he,  the  deponent,  was 
absent  at  Washington  a  little  over  a  month  ;  that  he  saw  the  miller 
on  his  return  ;  that  on  Mr.  Bonesteel  assuming  the  agency,  the  tribe 
objected  to  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Powell,  because  he  did  not  inter- 
pret correctly ;  that  the  reason  that  this  is  said  is  because  the  agent 
always  does  different  from  what  they  request  when  Mr.  Powell  inter- 
prets; that  Mr.  Gauthier  did  not  tell  them  whether  Powell  did  or  did 
not  interpret  correctly;  that  they  requested  Mr.  Bonesteel  to  continue 
their  old  interpreter,  Mr.  Gauthier,  without  Gauthier's  request  to  do 
so ;  that  is  the  only  reason  for  the  request  that  they  made  that  Mr. 
Powell  should  not  be  appointed  interpreter  ;  that  the  same  fall  of  the 
appointment  of  Mr.  Bonesteel  Mr.  Powell  and  deponent  went  to 
Fond  du  Lac  to  come  up  with  Mr.  Bonesteel  with  the  annuity  money; 
that  Mr.  Powell  asked  him  who  the  persons  were  who  objected  to  his 
being  interpreter ;  that  he  told  Mr.  Powell  it  was  all  the  tribe  who 
objected  ;  Mr.  Powell  asked  if  Carrow  was  the  person  who  had  the 
most  objection  ;  that  he  told  Mr.  Powell  he  did  not  know  ;  that  Mr. 
Bonesteel  never  tells  them,  when  he  comes  to  make  payment  of  their 
moneys,  what  the  amount  is  which  is  to  be  paid  them,  as  was  the 
custom  under  former  agents ;  that  Mr.  Bonesteel  told  them  at  Fond 
du  Lac,  on  their  way  to  Washington,  that  they  might  tell  at  Wash- 
ington all  they  knew  about  him^  if  they  would  only  state  the  facts ; 
that  Mr.  Bonesteel  told  him  that  it  was  the  first  time  that  he  had 
found  out  that  Mr.  Powell  had  deceived  him ;  that  this  remark  was 
made  by  Mr.  Bonesteel  in  answer  to  their  complaint  to  him  about  the 
schoolmaster,  which  Mr.  Powell  had  not  communicated  to  him  ;  that 
on  their  way  to  Washington,  last  winter,  Mr.  Bonesteel  had  told  him 
that  their  Great  Father  at  Washiugton  had  forbid  them  to  go  there 
unless  he  sent  for  them ;  Mr.  Gauthier  was  present,  Mr.  Powell  inter- 
preted ;  that  he  told  them  last  fall  and  the  fall  belbre  last,  when  they 
requested  to  be  allowed  to  go  to  Washington,  that  he  would  do  all  he 
could  to  help  them,  and  that  when  their  Great  Father  gave  them  per- 
mission he  would  let  them  know ;  that  Mr.  Kershaw  was  present  at 
the  councils  in  which  the  depositions  attached  to  the  memorial  of  the 
State  of  Wisconsin  to  Congress  were  made,  and  was  told  that  the 
agent,  Mr.  Bonesteel,  had  forbid  them  from  going  to  Washington ; 
that  the  whole  number  of  the  very  poor  in  the  tribe  are  about  seventy  ; 
that  is  all. 

KE^HE-NA,  his  +  mark. 

H.  Ex.  Doc.  4 6 


82  CASE    OF  A.   D.   BONESTEEL. 

SSubficribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  7th  day  of  April,  1860. 

GEORaE  B.  EDMONDS, 

Notary  PnUio. 
Witnesses : 
Talbott  Prickbtt,  Interpreter. 
Wm.  Powell,  United  States  Interpreter. 
Joseph  Gtauthibb,  Interpreter. 

The  sheets  compesing  this  affidavit  were  attached  and  sealed  in  my 
presence  at  the  execution  thereof. 

GEORGE  B.  EDMONDS, 

Notary  PiMic, 


No.  11. 
Dq>oeition  of  Oahhe-he-nafirnieto. 

State  op  Wisconsin,  County  of  Shawanoy  sa  : 

Osh-ke-he-nau-niew,  a  second  chief  of  the  Menomonee  tribe,  being 
duly  sworn  according  to  law,  deposes  and  says :  That  he  was  present 
at  the  council  held  at  Eeshena^  one  year  ago  last  fall ;  that  it  first 
assembled  at  the  school-house,  and  then  went  to  the  office  of  the 
agency  ;  that  the  council  asked  that  three  thousand  dollars  worth  of 
provisions  should  be  sent  for ;  they  asked  this  at  the  office  of  the 
agency  of  Mr.  Bonesteel,  their  agent ;  that  Mr.  Powell  interpreted  for 
them. 

OSH^KE-HE-NAU-NIEW  his  x  mark. 

Witnesses : 

Talbott  Prickett,  Interpreter. 

William  Powell,  United  States  Interpreter. 

Joseph  Gauthibr,  Interpreter. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  7th  day  of  April,  1860. 

GEORGE  B.  EDMONDS, 

Notary  FMic. 


No.  12. 

Deposition  of  Wau-pe-ke-kniew, 

State  of  Wisconsin,  County  of  Shawano^  ss: 

Wau-pe-ke-kniew,  a  Menomonee  Indian,  being  duly  sworn  according 

to  law,  deposes  and  says :  That  he  does  not  speak  the  English  laDgoa^i 

that  he  understands  once  in  awhile  a  word  ;  that  he  does  not  write  it; 

that  they  remonstrated  with  Mr.  Bonesteel  in  council  a  whole  day 

against  the  appointment  of  "WiiWam  Yo^^  w^  \\i\«t^x^ter ;  that  a 
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member  of  hig  own  family,  the  deponent's,  is  very  poor ;  that  her 
eyes  are  diseased  so  that  she  can  only  see  a  little ;  that  her  name  is 
She-pau-ke-she-cx)-kniew  ;  that  she  lives  with  deponent ;  that  depo- 
nent's wife  sent  for  her  to  live  with  them,  because  she  knew  she  had 
nothing  to  live  upon ;  that  she  is  the  cousin  of  his  wife ;  that  Mr. 
Powell  told  her  that  there  was  nothing  to  divide  among  the  poor  last 
winter  ;  that  Mr.  Powell  told  her  that  after  the  white  folks  came  to  the 
mill  to  get  their  grain  ground,  perhaps  there  might  be  something  to 
give  her  ;  that  Mr.  Powell  afterwards  gave  her  something  ;  that  she 
showed  it  to  Sam.  Ti-ko,  who  told  her  he  did  not  know  it  was  intended 
to  be  eaten  ;  that  he  had  mixed  bran  with  it ;  that  he,  the  deponent, 
did  not  ask  this  woman  whether  Mr.  Powell  gave  it  to  her  ;  she  told 
him  she  got  it  at  the  agency,  and  it  was  for  that  reason  that  he  had 
previously  said  that  she  got  it  from  Mr.  Powell.  And  further  depo- 
nent saith  not. 

WAU-PE-KE-KNIEW,  his  +  mark. 
Witnesses : 

Talbott  Prickett,  Interpreter. 

William  Powell,  United  States  Interpreter. 

Joseph  Gauthibr,  Interpreter. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  before  me  this  7th  day  of  April,  1860. 

GEORGE  B.  EDMONDS, 

Notary  Public. 


No.  13. 
Deposition  of  Joseph  Pena-sha. 

State  of  Wisconsin,  County  of  Shawanoy  ss : 

Joseph  Pena-sha,  a  Menomonee  Indian,  aged  over  twenty  years, 
deposes  and  says:  That  be  worked  for  Mr.  Haas,  the  farmer,  when 
Agent  Bonesteel  assumed  his  official  duties,  commencing  with  the  fall 
and  working  all  the  following  winter  ;  that  he  again  worked  for  him 
last  spring ;  commenced  at  the  time  of  ploughing,  and  worked  until 
"they  Are  the  guns ;"  that  during:  the  first  winter  Haas  kept  a  cow  and 
colt  in  the  Menomonee  barn  ;  that  the  daughters  of  Mrs.  Haas  fed  the 
cow  and  the  colt ;  that  they  fed  the  cow  from  the  corn  taken  from  the  big 
farm  ;  that  they  fed  it  from  the  corn  taken  from  the  corn  crib  ;  that 
they  fed  the  colt  on  the  hay  in  the  barn;  that  deponent  assisted  in  cut- 
ting the  hay,  at  which  time  it  was  stated  that  it  was  for  the  Menomo- 
nees  by  Mr.  Haas ;  that  deponent  saw  Mr.  Haas  buy  hay  from  Me- 
shaw-cut  and  his  brother,  and  pay  them  for  it ;  and  that  the  hay 
bought  was  put  in  the  barn  with  the  other  hay ;  that  he  does  not 
know  how  much  ;  this  was  the  first  winter  he  worked  for  Mr.  Haas  ; 
that  during  that  winter  he  saw  Mr.  Porlier  frequenU^  taV^Vfw^  i\o\si 


84  CASE    OF  A.  D.   BONESTEEL. 

the  barn  and  carry  it  to  where  Mr.  Powell  kept  his  cows ;  that  Mr. 
Haas  used  once  in  a  while  to  send  him  to  cut  wood,  which  be  drew  to 
the  school-houses  and  to  Mr.  Haas's  house  ;  that  sometimes,  while  at 
work  for  Mr.  Haas,  he  set  him  to  cutting  stove- wood  for  his  house; 
that  sometimes  Mr.  Haas  used  to  sell  him  provisions  at  his  house; 
that  he,  deponent,  used  to  ask  him  to  sell  him  provisions  ;  that  when 
he,  the  deponent,  was  going  to  take  potatoes  to  plant,  Mr.  Haas  told 
him  to  take  the  small  ones  and  lay  aside  the  large  ones  ;  this  was  last 
spring ;  that  Mr.  Haas  used  to  eat  the  large  ones  so  laid  aside ;  he 
used  to  see  them  taken  from  the  pile  he  had  laid  aside  ;  that  Mr. 
Bonesteel  had  h  mare  in  the  barn  the  first  winter  he  worked  for  Mr. 
Haas  ;  that  it  was  fed  on  hay  and  oats  ;  that  it  was  fed  out  of  the  same 
pile  of  hay  heretofore  spoken  of;  that  the  oats  were  also  taken  out  of 
the  barn  ;  that  he  does  not  know  how  many  acres  of  oats  were  in  cul- 
tivation that  jear,  nor  how  many  bushels  of  oats  were  put  in  the  barn; 
that  he  does  not  know  how  often  he  cut  wood  and  hauled  it  to  Haas's 
house.     And  further  deponent  saith  not. 

JOSEPH  -f  PENA-SHA. 

mark. 

Witnesses : 

Talbott  Prickett,  Interpreter. 

William  Powell,  United  States  Interpreter. 

Joseph  Gauthibr,  Interpreter. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  7th  day  of  April,  1860. 

GEORGE  B.  EDMONDS, 

Notary  FMic, 


No.  14. 
Deposition  of  Joseph  Oarrow. 

State  op  Wisconsin,  County  of  Shawano,  ss  : 

Joseph  Carrow,  son  of  the  chief  Oarrow,  being  duly  sworn  according 
to  law,  deposes  and  says:  That  he  is  twenty-three  years  of  age, he 
thinks  ;  that  he  can  speak  a  little  English  ;  that  he  understands  some 
of  the  words  of  English  ;  that  he  has  worked  at  the  saw-mill  on  the 
Menomonee  reservation  ever  since  they  (the  Menomonees)  have  had  it; 
the  first  summer  he  piled  lumber ;  the  next  summer  he  worked  as 
"  tail  sawyer  ;"  the  next  summer  he  worked  part  of  the  time  as  **  tiul 
sawyer,"  and  the  remainder  of  the  summer,  and  ever  since,  as  '*heai 
sawyer;"  that  he  left  off  working  at  the  mill  last  fall,  not  quite* 
week  after  payment  of  the  annuities  ;  that  he  worked  under  Samuel 
Leach  about  a  summer  and  a  half;  that  the  first  fall  Mr.  Leach  came 
he  (Mr.  Leach)  left  the  reservation  immediately  after  the  payment  of 
the  annuities  ;  that  he  (deponent)  resided  with  his  father  during  that 
winter,  about  two  miles  from  the  mill ;  that  he  remembers  visiting  the 
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mill  three  times  during  that  winter,  and  that  the  mill  was  not  running 
when  he  visited  it ;  that  he  (deponent)  worked  in  the  mill  that  fall 
until  it  stopped,  and  that  it  was  not  run  after  Mr.  Leach  left ;  that  he 
does  not  know  when  the  mill  commenced  running  the  next  spring, 
though  he  (deponent)  was  there  when  it  commenced ;  it  commenced 
after  the  Indians  were  coming  out  of  their  sugar  camp  ;  that  he  does 
not  know  how  much  lumber  was  at  the  mill  when  it  stopped  last  fall ; 
that  the  last  time  he  (deponent)  was  at  the  mill  was  eight  or  nine 
weeks  ago  ;  there  was  but  little  lumber  there  at  that  time  ;  that  there 
were  plenty  of  logs  at  the  mill  at  that  time  ;  the  mill  was  not  running 
when  he  was  there ;  when  he  w^  there  it  was  about  dinner  time — 
about  noon ;  that  Mr.  Cown  got  some  lumber  from  the  mill  a  year 
ago  last  summer  ;  that  he  does  not  know  the  amount,  but  he  should 
judge  about  eight  hundred  feet ;  that  Mr.  Prickett,  the  interpreter, 
also  got  lumber  from  the  mill  the  same  summer  ;  he  cannot  tell  how 
much  ;  that  the  lumber  was  sometimes  measured  out  by  deponent  and 
sometimes  by  Mr.  Leach  ;  that  there  are  eight  unfinished  houses  on 
the  reservation,  namely :  the  houses  of  Shawano,  Shtiw-yah-po-kah, 
Ah-yah-she-tah-kah,  Ah-pah-she-min,  Ka-we-niew,  Ka-sho,  Hoh- 
yah-na-mack,  Pierre  Pe-she-pe-kaw,  Nah-wau-quah  ;  that  the  whole 
amount  of  lumber  taken  from  the  Indian  saw-mill  by  Mr.  Prickett, 
during  the  summer  before  last  and  last  summer,  was  between  twelve 
and  twenty  thousand  feet ;  that  Leach  lives  in  the  same  house  with  a 
Menomonee  woman,  and  that  he  told  deponent  that  he  intended  to 
leave  her  when  he  left  the  reservation  ;  that  the  deponent  knows  that 
they  live  together  as  man  and  wife  ;  that  Mr.  Leach  has  charge  of  both 
the  Indian  grist-mill  and  sawmill ;  that  the  millstones  were  twice 
dressed  last  summer — once  by  a  man  at  Shawano,  and  once  by  a  man 
living  on  the  road  at  the  crossing  of  the  Embarras  river ;  at  another 
time,  the  summer  berore  last,  a  man  by  the  name  of  Wilkins  dressed 
them,  and  the  summer  before  that  a  Dutchman  dressed  them  ;  when 
Wilkins  and  when  the  Dutchman  dressed  them  Leach  was  not  in 
charge  of  the  grist-mill ;  that  he  saw  Mr.  Leach  dress  them  after  the 
time  that  the  man  from  the  Embarras  road  dressed  them  ;  that  when 
Mr.  Leach  sets  the  sai^  in  the  saw-mill  the  saw  does  not  run  straight ; 
that  this  was  when  Mr.  Leach  first  came,  since  which  the  deponent 
has  always  set  the  saw  himself;  that  Mr.  Leach  measures  lumber  when 
they  come  after  it ;  the  rest  of  his  time  he  lies  in  his  house  ;  that  there 
is  but  one  saw  in  the  mill — it  is  a  sash  saw  ;  that  while  he  (the 
deponent)  worked  as  head  sawyer,  To-kee-  she  worked  as  tail  sawyer, 
at  one  time,  and  Oh-shaw-au-kah  at  another ;  that  there  is  but  one 
other  man  employed  about  the  mill^  whose  business  is  to  pile  lumber  ; 
this  man  is  an  Indian  ;  that  he  does  not  know  why  the  mill  was  not 
running  when  he  was  there  some  eight  or  nine  weeks  ago  ;  that  the 
dam  was  frozen  over  at  that  time  ;  that  he  does  not  know  whether  the 
mill  is  or  is  not  in  repair.  Further  the  deponent  saith  not,  except 
that  he  understood  this  deposition  when  read  over  to  him  by  the  special 
agent  of  the  Indian  department. 

JOSEPH  CARROW. 
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been  taken  from  it  and  not  be  observed  by  him  as  a  deficiency  whec 
he  saw  it  again  at  the  warehouse.  To  the  best  of  the  belief  of  deponent 
the  beef  lelt  undistributed  at  the  barn  was  a  hind  quarter  ;  when  be 
saw  the  beef  in  the  warehouse  it  was  cut  up,  and  a  part  of  it  in  the 
pork  brine.  The  meat  of  these  oxen  was  very  poor  ;  that  deponent 
does  not  know  what  was  done  with  the  hides  ;  there  were  some  in  the 
warehouse,  but  does  not  know  whether  they  were  the  hides  of  these 
oxen  ;  he  believes  there  is  one  hide  jet  in  the  warehouse. 

That  wood  has  been  brought  to  deponent's  house.  That  the  Indians 
constantly  come  into  the  office  of  the  agency  and  remain  around  the 
office  stove — more  or  less  of  them  every  day— and  the  deponent  did 
not  think  it  his  duty  to  turnish  from  his  salary  wood  for  the  office, 
under  such  circumstances  ;  that  he  therefore  requested  Mr.  Haas  to 
furnish  wood  for  the  office,  which  Haas  did,  as  he  presumes,  as  wood 
was  brought  to  the  office,  as  he  thinks,  by  his,  Haas's,  authority. 
That  it  was  the  habit  of  such  Indians  who  came  from  a  distance  to 
ask  permission  to  sleep  in  the  office,  and  would  burn  the  wood  all 
night.  The  amount  of  wood  brought  to  the  agency  office  this  year  by 
order  of  Haas  at  a  lull  estimate  would  not  exceed  six  or  seven  cords. 
That  deponent  bought  his  wood  for  the  use  of  his  family.  When  Mr. 
Bonesteei  comes  to  make  payments,  or  do  the  business  of  the  Indiaos, 
wood  has  been  drawn  to  the  office  for  his  use.  This  is  to  be  excluded 
in  the  amount  of  wood  brought  to  the  office  as  above  estimated. 

That  the  deponent  distributed  the  seed  wheat  sent  up  for  the  Indians 
by  the  agent,  Mr.  Bonesteei,  last  spring  ;  that  after  the  distribution, 
and  the  time  of  planting  was  past,  the  seed  that  was  scattered  on  the 
floor  of  the  granary  was  swept  together  ;  that  the  quantity  so  swept 
together  was  about  three  bushels  ;  that  of  this  about  two-thirds  ot  a 
half  bushel,  including  the  dirt,  was  brought  by  Mr.  Porlier,  the  em- 
ploye of  deponent,  to  him,  from  Mr  Haas,  to  feed  his,  deponent's, 
chickens. 

That  the  flour  made  from  the  wheat  raised  on  the  Central  Farm,and 
the  rye  flour  also,  has  been  divided  amongst  the  poor,  and  the  pota- 
toes distributed  for  seed  to  each  band  last  year.  That  the  estimate 
made  lor  dibtribution  to  the  eleven  bands  of  Indians  was  three  hundred 
bushels.  Mr.  Haas  measured  them,  and  deponent  kept  count.  That 
fifty  bushels  remained  alter  the  distribution,  and  this  remainder  was 

Eroportionably  divided  amongst  the  bands.  That  of  these  potatoes  Mr. 
laas  could  not  have  taken  any  away  to  his  own  houBe  without  the 
knowledge  of  deponent.  That  deponent  and  Haas  had  potatoes  of 
their  own  raising  in  a  hcparate  place  in  the  same  root-house  in  which 
the  potatoes  raised  for  the  Indians  were  kept. 

That  deponent  knows  Herman  Nabor,  of  Shawano ;  that  he  is  * 
grocery  and  provision  dealer.  That  deponent  went  to  Shawano,  to 
the  store  of  said  Nabor,  a  year  ago  last  March,  with  the  intention  of 
buying  some  pork ;  that  deponent  did  not  buy,  because  the  pork  offered 
to  him  was  not,  in  his  opinion,  fit  to  eat;  deponent  examined  seven 
barrels,  and  that  the  pork  was  very  lean  and  poor,  and  not  fit  to  fry 
with  fresh  provisions,  for  which  he  wanted  it.  That  Mr.  Nabor  was 
in  the  store ;  that  deponent  inquired  the  price  per  pound,  and  was 
told  it  was  one  shilling  per  pound.     That  deponent  bought  flour  of 
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hoar's  walk  of  the  reservation  ;  that  he  went  home  with  Williams 
last  Friday  and  stayed  all  that  night,  and  returned  on  the  afternoon 
of  the  next  day,  (Satnrday  ;)  that  he  did  not  ask  Williams  to  come 
over  and  swear  for  the  Menomonees;  that  he  did  not  tell  Williams 
that  if  he  woald  cx>me  over  and  swear  for  the  Menomonees  that  Cavert 
sold  liquor,  the  Menomonees  would  give  him  (Williams)  fifteen  dol- 
lars ;  that  he  did  not  tell  Williams  that  if  he  (Williams)  would  come 
and  swear  for  the  Menomonees  against  their  agent,  the  Menomonees 
would  give  him  (Williams)  fifteen  dollars ;  that  Williams  gave  de- 
ponent liquor  to  drink,  and  that  he  (deponent)  was  drunk  at  the  house 
of  Williams  ;  that  he  drank  liquor  after  he  came  back,  from  a  bottle 
in  his  own  house,  which  he  bought  of  Eli  Williams. 
And  further  the  deponent  saith  not. 

WAW-PE-NASH-CUM,  his  +  mark. 
Witnesses : 

Talbott  Pbickbtt,  Interpreter. 

Wm.  Powbll,  United  States  Interpreter. 

Joseph  Gauthibr,  Interpreter. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  before  me  this  7th  day  of  April,  1860. 

GEORGE  B.  EDMONDS, 

Notary  Public, 


No.  16. 
Deposition  of  Joseph  Gauthier. 
State  op  Wisconsin,  County  of  Shawano,  ss : 

Joseph  Gituthier,  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  deposes  and 
says :  That  he  went  with  the  Menomonee  delegation  of  Indians  to 
Washington  last  winter,  one  year  ago;  that  he  left  with  the  said  dele- 
gation on  the  fifteenth  day  of  February,  1859,  and  reached  the  Menom- 
onee reservation  on  their  return  thence  on  the  eighth  day  of  March 
in  the  same  year;  that  a  portion  of  the  provisions  for  distribution 
among  the  Indians  for  that  year  arrived  before  he  left  for  Washington; 
that  he  cannot  tell  what  proportion*  that  about  twenty  miles  from  the 
reserve  he  met  provisions  on  their  way  to  the  reservation;  that  the 
teamsters  told  him  that  they  were  Indian  supplies;  that  some  time 
last  summer,  during  a  council  with  the  Indians,  held  with  Mr.  Bone- 
steel  in  the  school-house  at  Keshena,  the  Indians  wished  to  make  a 
complaint  to  their  agent  against  Mr.  Andrews,  who  was  at  that  time 
the  school  teacher;  Mah-mah-ka-wet,  speaking  for  the  Indians,  wanted 
Mr.  Powell  to  tell  the  agent  that  the  teacher,  Andrews,  was  always 
absent,  and  did  not  attend  to  his  school;  that  Mr.  Powell  told  Mah- 
mah-ka-wet  that  he  knew  better,  that  he  had  charge  of  the  employes; 
and  knew  better;  that  he  should  not  say  anything  that  he  had  not 
seen  with  his  own  eyes;  that  Mah-mah-ka-wet  replied  that  he  had 
seen  with  his  own  eyes  that  Andrews  was  always  away;  that  he,  depo- 
nent, did  not  hear  Mr.  Powell  interpret  the  charge  against  the  teacher 
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during  the  council;  that  deponent,  to  the  hest  of  his  belieF,  remained  to 
the  close  of  the  council. 

That  on  their  way  to  Washington,  a  year  ago  last  winter,  the  dele- 
gation visited  Mr.  Bonesteel,  at  Fond  dn  Lac.  That  deponent  inter- 
preted a  conversation  in  the  railroad  oars  between  Mr.  Bonesteel  and 
A-qua-no-mee.  That  A-qna-no-mee  asked  Mr.  Bonesteel  if  he  had 
laid  out  all  the  money  he  had  received  to  buy  provisions;  to  which  Mr. 
Bonesteel  replied  that  he  had  not  laid  it  all  out,  but  still  had  some 
of  it  on  hand.  That  the  amount  expended  or  retained  by  Mr.  Bone- 
steel was  not  mentioned  in  the  conversation. 

JOSEPH  GAUTHIER. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  before  me  this  9th  day  of  April,  1860. 

GEO.  B.  EDMONDS,  Notary  PfMic. 


^o.  17. 

Deposition  of  John  Warrington. 

State  op  Wisconsin,  County  of  Shawano,  ss  : 

John  Warrington,  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  deposes  and 
says:  That  he  is  a  half-breed  of  the  Menomonee  tribe;  that  he  was 
present  last  summer  at  a  council  held  in  the  male  school-house  at 
Keshena;  that  the  chief  Mah-mah-ka-wet  asked  the  United  States 
interpreter,  Mr.  Powell,  to  interpret  to  Mr.  Bonesteel  a  complaint 
against  the  schoolmaster,  Mr.  Andrews;  that  Mr.  Powell  answered, 
it  was  no  such  thing — he  knew  better.  That  this  is  all  that  deponent 
recollects.  That  Mr.  Bonesteel  did  not  know  anything  about  it.  That 
Mr.  Powell  did  not  interpret  the  complaint. 

JOHN  WARRINGTON. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  before  me  this  9th  day  of  April,  1860. 

GEO.  B.  EDMONDS,  Notary  FtMic. 


No.  18. 
Deposition  of  La  Motte. 

State  op  Wisconsin,  County  of  Shawano^  ss: 

La  Motte,  a  chief  of  a  band  of  the  Menomonee  Indians,  being  duly 
sworn  according  to  law,  deposes  and  says :  That  he  cannot  speak  the 
English  language.  That  last  fall,  having  heard  a  great  many  of  his 
young  men  say  that  the  farmer,  Haas,  did  not  do  his  duty,  and  know- 
ing himself  that  he  did  not,  he,  the  deponent,  complained  to  Mr. 
Bonesteel  in  council  at  the  school-house,  Mr.  Powell  interpreting, 
and  requested  Mr.   Bonesteel  to  send  Haas  away  where  he  came 
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Dm.  That  he  spoke  as  load  as  he  could,  hut  that  Mr.  Bonest^el  paid 
)  more  regard  to  him  than  if  he  had  heen  a  young  child.  That  he 
sard  Wau-ke-chon  make  the  same  complaint  before  he  spoke,  and 
lat  because  no  attention  was  paid  to  him,  he,  the  deponent,  spoke, 
hat  a  year  ago  last  fall  the  chiefs  had  a  council  with  Mr.  Bonesteel 
»  the  agency  office,  and  told  him  that  they  wanted  three  thousand 
hilars'  worth  of  provisions;  that  when  the  provisions  were  about 
?fng  taken  from  the  warehouse  to  be  distributed,  he  thought  there 
as  a  great  deal  for  three  thousand  dollars,  and  therefore  told  his 
ouDg  men  to  count  it;  that  they  counted  seventy-five  barrels  of  pork; 
lat  while  his  band  where  dividing  their  share  of  their  provisions, 
tiat  two  of  them  came  and  said  that  they  had  heard  that  it  was  five 
bousand  dollars  that  had  been  expended  for  provisions,  and  that  they 
bought  the  amount  of  provisions  was  very  small  for  that  cost,  and 
hat  they  were  taking  the  count  of  all  that  had  been  distributed  to 
^Q  band;  that  they  did  not  come  back  to  tell  him  how  much  they 
bad  counted;  that  the  name  of  one  of  the  two  was  Pe-ship-a-co;  that 
when  Mr.  Hunkins  and  Mr.  Muscowitz  were  agents  for  them  they  used 
U)  go  with  them  when  they  came  out  of  their  sugar  camps  to  the  traders 
Euid  tell  the  traders  they  must  give  them  ten  cents  a  pound  for  their 
sugar;  that  now  it  is  quite  different ;  that  their  traders  do  not  keep 
flour,  and  that  they  are  compelled  to  go  to  Shawano  and  sell  their  sugar 
at  five  cents  a  pound  rather  than  starve;  that  at  the  time  he  com- 
plaioed  in  the  council  against  Farmer  Haas,  that  a  soldier,  Wau-ba- 
nas-cum  spoke  and  said,  that  if  the  farmer,  Haas,  was  sent  away,  those 
IndiaDs  who  did  not  belong  to  the  church  could  have  no  fields;  that 
Wan-ba-nas-cum  did  not  say  that  Haas  took  good  care  of  the  cattle; 
that  this  was  all  that  Wau-ba-nas-cum  said,  because  the  council  was 
all  in  confusion,  and  Mr.  Bonesteel  had  risen  to  go  away;  that  Mr. 
Bonesteel  said  nothing  in  answer  to  his  complaint  against  Farmer 
Haas;  that  he  understood  that  Mr.  Bonesteel  did  make  some  answer 
U)  the  complaint,  but  what  it  was  he  does  not  remember;  that  because 
Mr.  Bonesteel  did  not  consent  to  dismiss  Haas  at  once,  he,  deponent, 
paid  no  attention  to  what  he  said  in  reply  to  his  complaint. 

That  a  council  was  held  at  his  house  last  winter,  at  which  all  the 
chiefs  were  present ;  that  there  were  white  people  present ;  the  only 
Ones  he  knew  of  them  were  Mr.  Gauthier,  Mr.  Warrington,  and 
''Pony,"  (Abial  Richmond,)  and  a  lawyer  named  Kershaw;  that  Mr. 
Qauthier  interpreted  when  the  white  people  wrote  what  the  Indians 
l^lked;  that  Mr.  Kershaw  said  he  was  going  to  talk  at  Washington — 
he,  deponent,  supposes  it  was  about  what  the  Indians  got  him  to 
^rite  down  ;  that  Mr.  Kershaw  did  not  say  much  of  anything  ;  that 
Kershaw  told  them  to  keep  quiet  while  he  was  gone  to  Washington  ; 
that  the  reason  he  told  them  so  was  that  they  should  make  no  more 
papers  until  they  heard  what  was  the  effect  of  those  written  by  him  ; 
that  what  the  effect  was  to  be  was  not  clearly  explained  to  them,  but 
be  supposed  it  would  be  something  like  taking  the  lid  off  a  kettle  ; 
ihat  they  would  get  something  to  live  upon — money  ;  that  they  were 
lot  certain  of  getting  anything  ;  they  told  the  delegation  that  if  they 
Fere  listened  to  they  should  ask  their  Great  Father  in  Washington 
)r  twenty  thousand  dollars  that  year  and  twenty  thousand  dollars 
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the  next  succeeding  year,  to  be  taken  out  of  the  interest  of  their  an- 
nuity moneys,  in  addition  to  their  annual  annuity  payments ;  that 
they  were  to  tell  their  Great  Father  that  they  wanted  these  moneys 
because  their  crops  had  failed,  and  they  were  poor  ;  that  Mr.  Kershaw 
advised  them  that  they  were  too  quick  in  acting ;  that  they  had  a 

fraveyard  at  Poy-gan  already  filled  up  with  their  dead,  and  that  they 
ad  another  one  here  that  was  fast  filling  up,  and  that  they  should 
remain  here ;  that  he  supposes  that  Mr.  Kershaw  meant  that  they 
should  not  sell  out  here,  as  they  had  before  sold  out  at  Poy-gan; 
that  Kish-kah-na-ka-hom,  the  brother-in-law  of  Kershaw,  came  here 
and  told  the  Indians,  deponent  the  first,  that  his  brother  was  a  very 
big  lawyer,  and  that  he  generally  went  to  the  seat  of  government  of 
the  State  ;  that,  as  near  as  he  could  understand  him,  he  further  told 
deponent  that  Kershaw  requested  him  to  tell  the  chiefs  that  he,  Ker- 
shaw, was  a  very  great  lawyer,  and  that  Mr.  Kershaw  told  him  like- 
wise to  tell  the  chiefs  that  he  was  married  into  the  tribe  of  the  Me- 
nomonees  and  considered  himself  an  Indian,  and  that  if  they  were  in 
trouble  and  wanted  to  go  to  Washington  they  should  send  for  him, 
and  that  he.  La  Motte,  the  deponent,  told  Kish-kah-na-ka-hom  that 
he  had  better  go  and  tell  the  chiefs ;  that  Kershaw  made  papers  at 
deponent's  house,  at  the  council  there;  that  all  the  Indians  who  were 
at  the  council  signed  their  names  to  one  paper  ;  that  the  other  papers 
were  signed  by  those  who  made  statements  of  what  they  knew ;  that 
these  papers  were  sworn  to  by  those  signing  them  ;  that  Mr.  Kershaw 
told  them  they  might  tell  him  how  they  were  used  by  their  agent  and 
the  employes  on  the  reservation,  and  that  he  would  write  it  down  and 
take  it  to  Washington. 

That  his  house  where  the  council  was  held  and  the  papers  signed  is 
on  the  Menomonee  reservation  ;  that  Kershaw's  brother-in-law  lives 
in  sight,  across  the  river;  and  further  deponent  saith  not. 

LA  MOTTE,  his  +  mark. 

Witnesses : 

Talbott  Prickbtt,  Interpreter. 
Joseph  Gauthibr,  Interpreter. 
William  Powell,  United  States  Interpreter. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  9th  day  of  April,  1860. 

GEORGE  B.  EDMONDS, 

Notary  PuUic 

The  sheets  composing  this  deposition  were  attached  and  sealed  id 
my  presence  at  the  time  of  the  execution  thereof. 

GEORGE  B.  EDMONDS, 

Notary  Public, 
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No.  19. 
Deposition  of  O arrow. 

3tatb  op  Wisconsin,  County  of  Shawano^  ss: 

Carrow,  a  head  chief  of  a  band  of  the  Menomonees,  being  duly 
sworn  according  to  law,  deposes  and  says:    That  he  thinks  he  is 
libout  sixty-seven  years  of  age ;  that  there  are  six  poor  families  in 
bis  band  ;  that  he  does  not  know  what  they  lived  on  ;  could  not  see 
anything  that  they  lived  on  ;  that  he  does  not  know  whether  anything 
was  distributed  to  the  poor  last  winter,  for  the  reason  that  he  lives 
some  distance  back  on  the  reserve ;  that  he  was  at  the  council  a  year 
ago  last  winter,  at  which  they  asked  Agent  Bonesteel  to  purchase  pro- 
risions  ;  that  three  thousand  dollars  was  the  amount  they  asked  to 
be  expended  in  provisions  ;  that  when  the  provisions  came,  they  found 
out  that  it  was  a  good  deal  for  three  thousand  dollars ;  that  Matcti-a- 
pa-taw,  one  of  the  young  men  of  his  band,  went  away  hunting  just 
before  payment ;  that  Mr.  Cavert,  after  the  payment,  called  him  to 
the  office  of  Agent  Bonesteel,  and  that  Cavert  asked  the  agent  to  give 
him  the  young  man's  share  of  the  annuity  money,  and  that  if  on  his 
return  he  was  not  satisfied,  he  would  return  it  to  him  ;  that  he  (depo- 
nent) told  the  agent  that  he  did  not  think  it  was  possible  for  Cavert 
to  tell  a  falsehood,  and  therefore  requested  the  agent  to  give  the  money 
to  Cavert ;  that  Mr.  Powell  handed  Cavert  the  money,  and  that  the 
youDg  man  came  back  in  the  middle  of  the  same  winter,  and  told 
deponent  that  he  had  not  received  the  money  from  Cavert,  and  that 
at  the  payment  this  money  had  been  kept  back  for  the  young  man  at 
the  request  of  deponent ;  that  at  the  payment  deponent  touched  the 
pen  for  this  money  ;  that  when  he  touched  the  pen  for  the  money  he 
understood  he  had  a  right  to  say  what  should  be  done  with  the  money 
on  behalf  of  the  young  man  ;  that  when  deponent  touched  the  pen 
for  this  money  he  requested  Mr.  Bonesteel  to  put  it  in  the  hands  of 
Mr.  Powell  for  safe-keeping,  which  Mr.  Bonesteel  did  ;  that  of  this 
money  he  (deponent)  took  a  dollar,  which  sum  the  young  man  had 
borrowed  of  deponent.     That  a  year  ago  last  fall,  after  the  time  for 
the  payment,  he,  the  deponent,  and  five  others,  including  their  inter- 
preters, Mr.  Gauthier  and  John  Warrington,  went  on  the  boat  with 
Mr.  Bonesteel  to  Fond  du  Lac  ;  that  they  intended  to  go  to  Washing- 
ton ;  that  Mr.  Bonesteel  sent  them  to  the  stores  to  get  clothes,  and 
Bald  they  might  get  ready  to  go  ;  that  afterwards  Mr.  Bonesteel  told 
them  that  he  would  telegraph  to  Washington  to  see  whether  they 
Would  be  permitted  to  go,  and  that  Mr.  Bonesteel  told  them  that  the 
answer  by  telegraph  was  that  they  would  not  be  permitted  to  go  ;  that 
they  told  Mr.  Bonesteel  that  they  were  determined  to  go  notwith- 
standing, and  that  Mr.  Bonesteel  said  he  would  write  all  night  to  help 
them  ;  and  that  he  told  them  he  would  go  with  them  to  the  bank  and 
see  if  they  could  get  money  to  go  ;  that  the  banker  said  that  he  did 
&ot  know  that  they  would  pay  it  back ;  that  he  lent  money  to  the 
Stockbridges,  and  that  they  had  not  paid  it  back ;  that  they  told  him 
they  would  pay  it  back  either  on  their  return  or  when  they  got  their 
annuities  next  fall ;  that  the  banker  would  not  let  tliem.  k^N^  Wi^ 
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money,  and  that  thereupon  they  returned  home.  That  he  does  not 
want  Mr.  Bonesteel  to  receive  any  more  of  their  money ;  that  his 
reason  for  this  is  that  Mr.  Bonesteel  had  said  he  would  do  everything 
he  could  to  help  them  to  go  to  Washington,  and  that  he  had  not  seen 
anything  he  had  done,  and  also  for  the  reason  that  they  are  poor; 
that  they  had  refused  to  receive  their  annuity  money  that  fall,  and 
that  it  was  taken  bcM^k  to  Fond  da  Lac ;  that  the  reason  why  they 
refused  to  receive  it  was  because  there  were  four  hundred  dollars  given 
out  of  it  to  one  man,  and  two  hundred  and  seventy-five  to  another 
man,  out  of  the  twenty  thousand  dollars  annuity  money ;  that  Mr. 
Bonesteel  told  them  in  council  that  the  twenty  thousand  annaity 
money  was  less  that  amount ;  that  Mr  Bonesteel  told  them  the  amount 
they  were  to  receive,  and  the  amount  that  was  missing  out  of  it ;  that 
he,  the  deponent,  never  said  that  Mr.  Bonesteel  kept  money  back  from 
them  ;  that  Mr.  Bonesteel  told  him  that  the  four  hundred  dollars  and 
the  two  hundred  and  seventy-five  dollars  taken  out  of  their  annuity 
money  was  taken  out  at  Washington  ;  that  deponent  remembers  the 
names  of  the  men  to  whom  Mr.  Bonesteel  told  them  that  the  money 
had  been  paid  at  Washington — the  one  was  Gumaer,  and  the  other 
Fuller  ;  that  the  payment  of  this  money  to  those  persons  is  another 
reason  why  he  has  said  that  he  does  not  want  Mr.  Bonesteel  to  receive 
any  more  of  their  money  ;  that  the  council  at  which  three  thousand 
dollars  was  asked  for  of  Mr.  Bonesteel  for  the  purchase  of  provisions 
was  held  in  the  agency  oflSce ;  that  he  (deponent)  is  the  father  of 
Joseph  Carrow  ;  that  his  son  was  discharged  from  employment  at  the 
mill  by  Leach  last  fall ;  that  after  their  return  from  Fond  du  Lac,  at 
the  solicitation  of  Mr.  Bonesteel,  they  received  their  annuity  money, 
twenty  thousand  dollars,  less  the  amount  of  six  hundred  and  seventy- 
five  dollars,  which  Mr.  Bonesteel  had  told  them  had  been  paid  at 
Washington.  That  because  he  was  not  permitted  to  go  to  Washing- 
ton, and  his  little  children  had  nothing  but  sugar  to  eat,  he  felt  as  if 
an  iron  had  been  run  through  him  ;  that  it  was  when  they  were  about 
to  come  back  from  Fond  du  Lac  that  Mr.  Bonesteel  told  them  that  he 
would  write  all  night  to  help  them.  And  further  deponent  saith* 
That  one  reason  why  he  said  he  felt  as  if  an  iron  had  been  run  througl^ 
him  was  because  they  have  not  the  same  liberty  to  go  and  come  froo^ 
Washington  at  their  pleasure  as  they  used  to  do.  And  further  depo^ 
nent  saith  not. 

CARROW,  his  X  mark. 
Witnesses: 

Talbott  Prickbtt,  Interpreter. 

Wm  Powell,  United  States  Interpreter. 

Joseph  Gauthier,  Interpreter. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  9th  day  of  April,  1860. 

GEO.  B.  EDMONDS, 

Notary  Pvblic. 

The  sheets  composing  this  affidavit  were  attached  and  sealed  in  mf 
presence  at  the  execution  thereof. 

GEO.  B.  EDMONDS, 

Notary  Public, 
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No.  20. 

Deposition  of  IgruUiua  Wetzd. 

State  op  Wisconsin,  County  of  Shawano ^  ss: 

Ignatius  Wetzel,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  :  That  he  has 
resided  on  the  Menoinouee  reservation  six  years  and  three  months ; 
that  he  is  the  Menomonee  blacksmith ;  that  he  knows  Mr.  Leach ;  that 
be  is  the  miller  for  the  Menomonees  ;  that  he  has  been  miller  about 
three  years  and  a  half— ever  since  Mr.  Bonesteel  has  been  agent;  that 
a  year  ago  last  fall  Leach  left  the  reservation,  and  also  last  fall ;  that 
a  year  ago  last  fall  he  (Leach)  left  the  reservation  two  or  three  days  after 
the  annuity  payments  to  th«  Indians  ;  that  he  (Leach)  was  absent  from 
the  reservation  about  five  months  ;  that  about  the  time  Leach  left,  on 
the  first  occasion,  he  told  deponent  that  he  had  resigned,  and  delivered 
the  key  of  the  mill  to  Mr.  Bonesteel ;  that  that  was  all  the  conversation 
he  had  with  Leach  at  that  time  upon  the  suhject ;  that  in  the  month 
of  June  or  July,  the  following  summer,  Leach  told  deponent  he  had 
received  his  money  from  October  or  November  until  that  time,  and 
that  he  had  been  reappointed  miller,  and  that  Mr.  Bonesteel  could 
not  help  himself;  that  Leach  did  not  tell  deponent  why  Mr.  Bonesteel 
could  not  help  himself;  that  this  was  all  the  conversation  between 
Leach  and  himself  on  this  subject ;  that  Leach  left  about  the  month  of 
December,  last  year,  and  returned  in  February ;  that  he  (Leach)  is  not 
a  miller ;  to  his  knowledge  he  is  not  a  grist  miller  ;  that  he  (depo- 
nent) was  at  the  mill,  and  Leach  run  the  mill  and  did  not  get  any 
flour ;  that  the  mill  was  out  of  order,  and  Captain  Powell  hired  an- 
other man  to  fix  the  mill ;  that  during  the  absence  of  Leach  the  mice 
had  eaten  the  bolting  cloths ;  that  the  same  man  employed  by  Mr. 
Powell  dressed  the  millstones ;  that  when  Leach  came  first  on  the 
reservation  he  came  as  miller ;  that  the  mill  is  on  Wolf  river,  and 
that  the  Wolf  river  was  not  frozen  over  until  about  six  weeks  after 
Leach  left  the  first  time ;  that  the  mill  was  started  again  in  April  of 
that  year ;  that  the  mills  run  about  six  weeks  aft^  Mr.  Leach  left'the 
first  time  ;  that  the  mills  were  run  by  Mr.  Wilkins,  the  present  car- 
penter ;  that  he  knows  nothing  against  the  agent,  Mr.  Bonesteel,  nor 
Mt.  Powell,  the  interpreter  ;  but  that  the  farmer,  Haas,  keeps  in  the 
l)arn  all  the  horses  of  strangers  who  stay  over  night  on  the  reserva- 
tion.    That  Joseph  M.  Ostroph  was  present  at  the  conversation  be« 
tween  deponent  and  Leach,  when  Leach  told  him  he  had  resigned;  that 
Xeach  was  angry  at  the  time  ;  Leach  did  not  tell  him  with  whom,  but 
he  was  excited.     That  the  conversation  in  which  Leach  told  him  he 
had  all  his  money  for  the  time  of  his  absence  took  place  at  Leach's 
bonse ;  that  there  was  no  person  present.    That  he  has  before  seen  the 
printed  affidavit  accompanying  the  memorial  of  this  State  to  Congress 
exhibited  now  to  him  ;  that  he  made  it  at  La  Motte's  house  on  the 
reservation  ;  that  not  much  took  place  at  La  Motto's  house  while  he 
was  present;  that  the  Menomonee  Indians  were  in  council  there  at  that 
time  ;  that  he  had  been  instructed  by  the  agent  not  to  attend  such 
councils,  but  that  he  did  not  know  there  was  a  council  there  \  iVi^^ 
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Joseph  La  Motte  came  for  him,  and  told  him  the  Indians  would  li'xe 
to  see  him ;  La  Motte  did  not  tell  him  for  what  purpose  ;  that  when 
he  reached  La  Motto's  house  he  was  told  why  he  had  been  sent  for;  it 
was  to  testify  about  the  miller  ;  that  there  were  some  white  persons 
from  Shawano  ;  their  names  are :  Bichmond,  Hiram  Wescott,  Miller^ 
Johnson,  Charles  Ambrose,  Alexander,  Mr.  Gauthier;  Kershaw  and 
John  Warrington  were  also  present ;  that  Kershaw  did  not  ad- 
dress the  Indians  while  he  (deponent)  was  present ;  that  he  did  not 
hear  him  speak  to  them  while  he  was  there;  that  Mr.  Kershaw  asked  de- 
ponent whether  he  knew  the  miller  was  gone,  and  if  he  was  acquainted 
with  him.  Kershaw  was  engaged  in  writing  the  affidavits  printed  in 
the  above-Darned  memorial  exhibited  to  him.  That  he  was  not  present 
at  the  coancil  held  a  few  days  before  that  time,  at  the  house  of  Carrow; 
that  a  few  days  before  the  council  at  La  Motto's  deponent  was  at  a 
council  at  Shaw-wan-e-ke-sick's  house.  Kershaw,  Gauthier,  and  Wa> 
rington  were  present  at  that  council.  At  this  council  the  Indians 
were  speaking  to  Mr.  Kershaw  ;  that  Gauthier  and  John  Warrington 
interpreted  between  them  ;  the  most  part  of  the  conversation  between 
them  (the  Indians  and  Kershaw)  was  about  the  Thompson  and  Erring 
claim,  and  about  Haas  ;  that  he  did  not  hear  Kershaw  speak  to  the 
Indians  ;  he  (deponent)  was  there  only  a  short  time  ;  that  he  did  not 
tell  Haas  that  Kershaw  said  anything  at  either  council ;  that  he  did 
not  tell  Haas  that  Kershaw  had  told  the  Indians  at  the  La  Motte 
council  that  they  were  men,  and  not  children,  and  that  if  any  per- 
sons on  the  reserve  displeased  them  they  had  a  right  to  turn  them  off 
of  it,  nor  any  words  to  that  effect. 

IGNATIUS  WETZEL. 
Witness : 

L.  GoLDSTUCEEB,  German  Interpreter. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  10th  day  of  April,  1860. 

GEORGE  B.  EDMONDS, 

Notary  FMic. 


No.  21. 
Second  deposition  of  Sho-ni-on. 
State  op  Wisconsin,  County  of  Shawano^  se: 

Sho-ni-on,  the  second  chief  of  a  band  of  Monomonees,  being  dalJ 
sworn  according  to  law,  deposeth  and  saith  :  That  he  did  not  sign  ^^ 
a  witness  the  application  of  Pe-po-ne-nee  for  a  land  warrant ;  th^* 
Sho-no-nee  and  Osh-ke-he-na-niew  signed  the  application  of  Pe-po-n^* 
nee  for  his  land  warrant. 

SHO-NI-ON,  his  X  mark. 
Witnesses : 

Talbott  Prickett,  Interpreter. 

Wm.  Powell,  United  States  Interpreter. 

Joseph  Gauthier,  Interpreter. 

Subacrihed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  IQth  day  of  April,  1860. 
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No,  22. 
Third  deposition  ofSho-ni-on. 

State  of  Wisconsin,  County  cf  Shawano ^  as: 

Sho-ni-on,  the  second  chief  of  a  hand  of  Monomonees,  having  been 
duly  sworn,  deposeth  and  saith :  That  Mr.  Kershaw  wrote  an  affi- 
davit, which  he  signed,  after  last  New  Year's  day,  and  that  he  in- 
tended to  swear  in  that  affidavit  that  there  were  six  poor  persons  in 
his  band,  and  not  six  hundred;  that  he  received  a  land  warrant  last 
fall ;  that  he  did  not  get  the  warrant  itself,  but  one  hundred  and 
twelve  dollars  in  money  from  Mr.  Bonesteel^-one  hundred  and  ten 
dollars  paid  to  himself,  and  two  dollars  which  deponent  directed  to 
be  paid  to  Haas  for  pork,  which  he  owed  him  for  ;  that  the  applica- 
tion for  his  land  warrant  was  made  out  a  year  ago  last  fall ;  that 
irhen  he  made  his  application  no  persons  '.were  present  but  Mr.  Bone- 
steel,  Mr.  Tallmadge,  and  Mr.  Powell  interpreting. 

SHO-NI-ON,  his  X  mark. 

Witnesses : 

Talbott  Prickbtt,  Interpreter. 

Wm.  Powell,  United  States  Interpreter. 

Joseph  Gauthieb,  Interpreter. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  10th  day  of  April,  1860. 

GEORGE  B.  EDMONDS, 

Notary  public. 


No.  23. 
Deposition  of  Osh-ke-he-na-niew. 

State  of  Wisconsin,  County  of  Shawano^  ss  : 

Oah-ke-he-na-niew,  second  chief  of  a  band  of  Menomonees,  having 
been  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says :  That  he  was  told  by  Shonion  that 
he  was  wanted  to  testify  before  the  special  agent  something  about  a 
land  warrant  of  Pe-po-ne-nee ;  that  Shonion  had  told  him  that  he 
nad  testified  that  Pe-po-ne-nee,  junior,  was  the  son  of  Pe-po-ne-nee, 
senior ;  that  he,  the  deponent,  was  present,  he  thinks  a  year  ago  last 
J'inter,  at  a  council  where  applications  for  warrants  were  made ;  that 
Mr.  Bonesteel,  Mr.  Tallmadge,  here  present,  and  Mr.  Powell,  were 
present ;  does  not  remember  any  other  whites  ;  that  Shonion  was 
present,  and  told  Mr.  Bonesteel,  Mr.  Powell  interpreting,  that  the 
applicant,  Pe-po-ne-nee,  was  the  son  of  Pe-po-ne-nee,  the  warrior; 
that  Mr.  Powell  told  the  Indians  in  this  council  that  they  must  tell 
the  truth ;  that  if  the  applicant  said  he  was  a  grandchild,  or  over 
twenty-one  years  of  age,  they  could  not  get  the  land  'wSbTiavi^.  \  XJci^^* 
he,  the  deponent,  was  a  witneaa  for  Pe-po-ne-nee  •,  t\ia\i\i^  %^ox^^^^» 
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he  went  with  the  warrior  Pe-po-ne-nee  from  Green  Bay  and  to  the 
Black  Hawk  war ;  that  Shonion  and  Shononee  swore  also  at  that 
council  respecting  this  application  of  Pe-po-ne-nee ;  that  Pe^po-ne-nee, 
the  applicant,  is  the  grandchild  of  Pe-po-ne-nee,  the  warrior ;  that 
he  cannot  reckon  the  time  when  Pe-po-ne-nee,  the  warrior,  died,  but 
that  it  was  two  years  after  the  Black  Hawk  war,  as  he  has  heard; 
that  he  knows  the  name  of  the  father  of  the  applicant  for  the  land 
warrant,  (Pe-po-ne-nee,)  that  his  father's  name  was  Wau-pon-no; 
that  he  thinks  that  he  has  been  dead  about  nine  years ;  that  he,  the 
deponent,  swore  that  Pe-po-ne-nee,  the  applicant,  w€M  the  soa  of 
Pe-po-ne-nee,  the  warrior  ;  that  Shonion  and  Shononee  told  him  that 
the  applicant,  Pe-po-ne  nee,  was  the  son  of  Pe-po-ne-nee,  the  warrior; 
that  when  he  swore  in  the  Council  that  he  was  the  son  of  Pe-po-ne  nee, 
he  did  not  know  that  be  was  not  the  son  ;  he  was  brought  there  and 
called  the  son  of  Pe-po-ne-nee,  but  that  since,  by  inquiry,  he  has 
found  out  that  he  was  not  his  son ;  that  at  this  same  council  Powell 
told  the  Indians  that  it  wasthe  widows  and  children  who  were  entitled 
to  land  warrants ;  that  grandchildren  could  not  get  land  warrants, 
nor  persons  grown  up  ;  that  Mr.  Powell  explained  to  him  the  piper 
to  get  the  land  warrant,  which  he  swore  to  and  signed.  This  was 
the  application  which  was  made  by  Pe-po-ne-nee  for  the  land  war- 
rant ;  that  when  the  boy^  Pe-po-ne-nee,  presented  himself  as  an 
applicant  for  the  land  warrant,  he  did  not  hear  Mr.  Powell  say  any- 
thing ;  that  Mr.  Powell  told  the  Indians  in  council  at  that  time  that 
the  nephews  of  those  who  have  been  to  the  war  could  not  get  land 
warrants. 

The  deponent,  Osh-ke-he-na-niew,  further  says  that  Powell  told 
the  Indians  in  council  that  if  the  applicants  were  adults  they  coold 
not  get  land  warrants. 

OSH-KE-HE-NA-NIEW,  his  -f  mark. 
Witnesses : 

Talbott  Prickett,  Interpreter. 

WiLLUM  Powell,  United  States  Interpreter, 

Joseph  Gauthier,  Interpreter. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  10th  day  of  April,  1860. 

GEORGE  B.  EDMONDS, 

Notary  Public. 


No.  24. 
Deposition  of  Mah-mahrka'tvet. 

State  op  Wisconsin,  County  of  Shawano,  as: 

Mah-mah-ka-wet,  a  Menomonee  Indian,  being  duly  sworn  accord- 
ihg  to  law,  deposes  and  says :  That  he  thinks  he  is  forty-five  years  of 
age ;  that  he  knows  Pe-po-ne-nee,  a  Menomonee  Indian ;  that  he, 
deponent,  was  present  at  a  council  held  in  the  school-house  at  Ke- 
shena  a  year  ago  last  winter,  just  after  New  Year's  ;  that  Mr.  Bone- 
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No.  40. 

Deposition  of  Lewis  Oddstucker. 

Statb  op  WwcoisfsiSy  County  of  Shawano,  ss: 

Lewis  Goldstucker,  the  school  teacher  of  the  male  school  on  the 
Menomonee  reservation,  in  said  State,  being  duly  sworn  according  to 
law,  deposes  and  sajs :  That  he  has  been  occupied  as  teacher  of  the 
Menomonees  about  three  months  ;  that  deponent  has  resided  with  Mr. 
Haas,  the  farmer,  since  he,  deponent,  has  been  on  the  reservation  ; 
that  Mr.  Haas  treats  the  Indians  who  come  to  his  house  with  the 
greatest  hospitality  ;  that  during  the  first  two  months  of  his  said  resi- 
dence with  Mr.  Haas,  the  months  of  January  and  February  of  the 
present  year,  they  have  been  generally  every  day  either  at  breakfast, 
dinner,  or  supper,  at  his  table,  and  frequently  stayed  during  the  night; 
that  be  has  seen  the  table  set  for  three  or  four  of  them  at  once. 

In  the  judgment  of  deponent,  the  average  of  Indians  at  Haas's  house 
was  one  or  two  daily,  and  that  he,  deponent,  would  keep  those  who 
Were  fed  in  the  manner  he  has  stated,  by  Haas,  at  a  charge  of  from 
one  hundred  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  per  annum  ;  that  during 
the  month  of  March  there  has  not  been  so  many  at  his  house,  the  In- 
dians being  generally  in  their  *^susjar  camps  ;"  that  within  the  last 
Week  he,  deponent,  has  seen  three  Indians  within  two  days  there,  who 
asked  Mrs.  Haas  for  something  to  eat,  and  that  she  gave  it  to  them  ; 
that  deponent  knows  Ignatius  Wetzel,  the  bhicksmith  for  the  Menomo- 
nees; that  deponent  knows  Joseph  M.  Ostroph,  has  known  him  three 
months ;  that  his  reputation,  so  far  as  deponent  can  hear,  among  the 
people  here  is  bad ;  from  what  deponent  has  heard  of  him  he  would 
not  believe  him  under  oath ;  that  deponent  was  told  by  Ignatius 
VTetzel  that  he  was  present  at  one  of  the  Indian  councils,  and  that  he 
Was  a  friend  of  the  Indians. 

L.  aOLDSTUCKER. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  14th  day  of  April,  1860. 

GEO.  B.  EDMONDS,  Notary  Public. 


No.  41. 
Deposition  of  Oharles  D.  Ambrose. 

^ATB  OP  Wisconsin,  County  of  Shawano  ^  ss: 

Charles  D.  Ambrose,  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  deposeth 

^Qd  saith :  That  he  resides  at  Keshena,  on  the  Menomonee  reservation^ 

^lid  that  he  has  resided  at  Keshena,  more  or  less,  for  the  last  three 

ears,  and  that  he  resided  continuously  therein  from  one  year  ago 

^t  November ;  that  his  occupation  has  been  that  of  clerk  to  the  In- 

^an  trader  residing  therein,  tf .  S.  Cavert ;  that  the  said  Oavert  deals 


ia 


E 
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in  a  general  assortment  of  dry  goods,  groceries,  and  proyisions ;  that 
he  deals  in  pork  and  flour;  that  pork  has  been  sold  at  the  store  of 
said  Cavert  during  the  months  of  January  and  February,  eighteen 
hundred  and  fifty-nine ;  that  the  price  charged  by  paid  Cavert  for 
ork,  during  those  months,  was  at  the  rate  of  thiry-two  dollars  per 
arrel,  or  sixteen  cents  per  pound  ;  that  no  distinction  was  made  in 
the  price  per  pound  or  per  barrel ;  that  deponent  sold  none  by  the 
barrel  during  that  time;  that  deponent  sold,  about  the  first  part  of 
January,  flour  at  four  dollars  and  a  half  per  sack  ;  that  about  the  last 
of  February  he  sold  what  he  had  left  in  the  store  at  five  dollars  per 
sack ;  that  flour  was  contipually  on  the  rise ;  that  somewhere  about 
the  first  of  May,  in  the  same  year,  deponent  paid  five  dollars  per  sack, 
on  the  bank  ol  the  river  ;  this  was  the  first  flour  which  came  up  that 
season  ;  that  the  price  of  transportation  from  Omro,  which  is  ten 
miles  nearer  to  Keshena  than  Oshkosh,  is  one  dollar  per  hundred 
pounds  in  the  winter  season,  the  freight  during  the  summer  is  brought 
by  water. 

That  he,  deponent,  Las  been  present  at  the  three  annuity  paynients 
made  by  the  Indian  agent,  A.  D.  Bonesteel,  to  the  Menomonee  Indians 
being  all  the  payments  to  said  Indians  made  by  him  since  he  took 
charge  of  the  agency;  that  he  has  heard  Mr.  Bonesteel  in  the  council 
house  tell  the  Indians  that  if  they,  the  traders,  took  their  money  from 
them,  to  let  him  know,  and  that  he  would  attend  to  them;  that  the 
Indians  have  also  said  in  the  hearing  of  deponent  that  Mr.  Bonesteel 
had  so  told  them. 

That  deponent  has  some  knowledge  of  the  language  of  the  Menomo- 
nees,  and  ibat  the  deponent  has  heard  the  United  States  interpreter, 
William  i'uwell,  interpret  to  the  Indians  what  Mr.  Bonesteel  told 
ttiem  wiih  respect  to  the  traders  as  aforesaid  ;  that  deponent  does  not 
remember  whether  he  was  in  the  council  house  at  the  commencement 
ot  the  first  annuity  payment,  but  at  the  last  two  payments  he  remem- 
bers distinctly  having  heard  the  agent,  Mr.  Bonesteel,  tell  the  Indians 
the  whole  amount  ot  the  annuity  they  were  to  receive;  that  he  does 
not  remember  to  have  heard  him  tell  the  Indians  how  much  they 
were  to  leceive  per  capita;  that  deponent  has  no  recollection  on  that 
point,  whether  the  agent  did  or  did  not  tell  him  how  much  they  were 
to  receive  per  capita. 

That  so  far  as  deponent  is  acquainted  with  the  treatment  of  the  In- 
dians by  Mr.  Bonesteel,  it  has  been  '*  very  kind;"  that  he  has  ac- 
commodated them  in  almost  everything. 

That  Oka-masha  came  into  the  store  of  Cavert,  after  the  annuity 
payment  of  eighteen  hundred  and  fitty-eight,  and  told  deponent  that 
lie  had  paid  up  his  account  with  an  order  in  favor  of  Mr.  Cavert, and 
asked  lor  lurther  credit,  which  was  refused  to  him,  but  that  be  made 
no  complaint  respecting  the  payment  of  his  order  by  Agent  Bonesteel) 
and  that  he  has  never  heard  him  make  any  complaint  since  until  the 
present  investigation. 

That  the  only  hide  he,  the  deponent,  ever  bought  from  M.  HaW, 
the  Indian  larmer,  was  on  the  seventeenth  of  September,  eightee^^ 
hundred  and  fifty-seven,  which  weighed  fifty-five  pounds;  that  Jlr- 
Haas  had  a  cow  which  died  about  that  time;  that  the  testimony  he 
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that  Mr.  Bonesteel  asked  deponent  whether  he  wanted  to  purchase  any 
lumber  in  that  way  ;  that  deponent  answered  that  he  did  ;  and  that 
Mr.  Bonesteel  thereupon  told  him  to  make  out  his,  deponent's,  bill 
for  lumber  to  the  amount  he  wanted  ;  that  he,  deponent,  accordingly 
made  out  a  bill  for  lumber  to  the  amount,  as  he  believed,  ot'about  twelvo 
thousand  feet,  which  deponent  gave  to  Mr.  Powell,  who  gave  it  to 
Mr.  Leach,  the  miller^  to  saw  out;  that  deponent  furnished  supplies 
to  the  Indians  for  completing  their  church,  upon  orders  of  Mr. 
Powell,  from  time  to  time,  as  they  were  wanted  ;  that  deponent  has 
not  settled  this  account,  and  does  not  know  in  whose  favor  the  balance 
lies.  This  transaction  took  place  a  year  ago  last  fall ;  that  two  years 
ago  last  winter  Mr.  Donesteel  let  out  contracts  to  diflferent  individu- 
als of  the  Menomonee  tribe  to  get  out  logs  for  the  mill ;  that  one  of 
these  contracts  was  so  let  to  an  Indian  named  **Joe  Tucker;"  that 
Joe  Tucker  bought  supplies  of  deponent  to  enable  him  to  perform  his 
contract ;  and,  in  the  spring  of  that  year,  did  not  receive  money 
enough  to  pay  deponent  for  the  supplies  so  furnished  him  ;  that  Joe 
Tucker  told  deponent  that  he  had  got  out  more  logs  than  he  had  con- 
tracted to  do ;  and  that  Mr.  Bonesteel  told  deponent  that  such  was 
the  fact,  and  that  if  any  money  came  into  his  hands  applicable  to 
such  purpose  he  would  pay  Tucker  for  what  logs  he  had  got  out  over 
his  contract  It  run  along  until  last  fall,  when  Joe  Tucker  came  to 
deponent  and  told  him  that  he  had  no  money  to  pay  him,  but  that 
Mr.  Bonesteel  told  him  he  might  sell  the  lumber  manufactured  from 
the  excess  of  logs  in  his  contract,  the  mill  retaining  one-half  of  it  to 
compensate  for  the  sawing.  Deponent  agreed  to  take  the  lumber ; 
that  **  Joe"  went  to  the  agency  office,  and  that  Mr.  Powell  came  over 
with  him  to  the  store  of  the  deponent ;  that  Powell  told  deponent  that 
Mr.  Bonesteel  had  directed  him  to  tell  him  that  he  could  not  have  all 
the  lumber  at  once,  but  might  have  a  little,  from  time  to  time,  as  it 
could  be  spared  ;  and  that,  after  the  Indians  got  through  in  the  fall 
nsiug  lumber,  deponent  might  have  all  that  was  left  at  the  mill ;  that 
the  deponent  agreed  to  this  arrangement,  and  accordingly  got  a  little, 
from  time  to  time,  as  his  necessities  required,  to  the  amount  of  some 
three  or  four  thousand  feet ;  and  that  in  the  fall  there  was  no  lumber 
left  at  the  mill  for  him  to  receive  ;  that  Joe  Tucker  still  owes  depo- 
nent the  difference  in  amount  of  lumber  between  what  he  received  as 
Above  stated  and  eighteen  thousand  feet,  the  amount  due  him  by 
Tucker.  The  orders  given  deponent  were  drawn  by  Powell  in  favor 
of  Tucker ;  that  deponent  was  to  allow  Tucker  seven  dollars  per 
thousand  to  apply  on  his  account ;  that  there  is  still  a  running  account 
between  Tucker  and  deponent ;  that  when  deponent  received  the 
lumber  last  fall  he  had  no  settlement  with  Tucker ;  that  there 
^as  a  memorandum  in  the  hands  of  deponent,  given  to  him  by 
8aid  Tucker,  stating  that  there  were  eighteen  thousand  feet  of  lumber 
due  said  Thicker,  which  memorandum  he,  the  deponent,  returned  to 
teid  Tucker  at  his  request.  This  memorandum  was  exhibited  to  Mr. 
Powell  whenever  deponent  wanted  lumber  due  Tucker,  and  Mr.  Powell 
gave  him  an  oider  in  favor  of  Tucker,  and  indorsed  the  wqiowxlX.  c>\jl 
the  back  of  the  memorandum ;  that  he  authorized  t\\©  T^Vxvtxi  o^  \Xi^ 
nemorandum  to  Tucker,  because  Tucker  told  him  tViatYve  eiL^^cX^^^^ 
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be  called  to  be  a  witness  at  the  present  investigation,  and  wanted  to 
know  how  mnch  lumber  he  had  received  ;  that  the  deponent  koowsof 
DO  instance  where  the  money  of  an  Indian  has  been  taken  away  bj 
force  at  the  annuity  payments ;  that  he  has  seen  no  difference  in  the 
manner  of  making  the  annuity  payments  by  the  present  agent  and 
by  previous  agents. 

TALBOTT  PRICKETT. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  10th  day  of  April,  1860. 

GEORGE  B.  EDMONDS, 

Notary  Public. 


I 


No.  26. 
Deposition  of  Joseph  M.  Ostroph. 

State  op  Wisconsin,  County  of  Shawano,  ss : 

Joseph  M.  Ostroph,  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  deposeth 
and  saith  :  That  he  has  resided  three  years  on  the  Menomonee  reser- 
vation the  twentieth  of  last  March  ;  that  for  the  first  six  months  and 
a  half  of  his  said  residence  he  was  the  school  teacher,  since  which 
he  has  been  the  postmaster.  That  he  was  school  teacher  alone  for 
the  first  three  months  of  his  said  residence  ;  for  three  months  and  a 
half  after  which  he  was  both  school  teacher  and  postmaster;  after 
which  he  was  postmaster  only.  That  he  was  present  at  a  council 
held  by  the  Indians  with  Mr.  Bonesteel,  the  Indian  agent,  a  year  ago 
last  fall  ;  that  at  that  council  the  Indians  requested  Mr.  Bonesteel  to 
get  for  them  permission  to  go  to  Washington,  and  that  at  that  time 
the  Indians  refused  to  receive  their  annuity  money.  That  Mr.  Bone- 
steel,  in  answer  to  their  request,  told  the  Indians  that  he  would  <lo 
all  in  his  power  to  get  them  permission  to  go  to  Washington.  That 
he  heard  Mr.  Bonesteel  say,  after  the  council,  to  some  person  on  the 
street,  whose  name  is  unknown  to  deponent,  that  the  Indians  should 
not  go  to  Washington  while  he  was  agent,  in  the  way  they  wanted  to 
go  ;  that  he  never  spoke  about  this  conversation  to  the  Indians,  but 
that  a  long  time  after  he  told  it  to  Gauthier.  That  at  the  time  Mr. 
Bonesteel  made  the  remark  he  has  stated,  deponent  told  Mr.  Bone- 
steel  that  he  had  better  compromise  with  the  Indians  and  pacify  them; 
that  he,  deponent,  does  not  remember  whether  Mr.  Bonesteel  did  or 
did  not  ask  his  advice  on  that  occasion.  That  on  the  same  day,  or 
the  next  day,  Mr.  Bom  steel  calhd  another  council;  that  deponent 
was  not  present  at  the  council,  but  that  Mr.  Bonesteel,  after  the 
council,  told  the  deponent  that  the  Indians  still  adhered  to  their  de- 
termination not  to  receive  their  annuity  money.  That  what  he,  de- 
ponent, meant  by  telling  Mr.  Bonesteel,  as  he  has  before  stated, 
namely,  that  he,  Bonesteel,  **  had  better  compromise  with  the  Indians 
and  pacify  them,''  that  he  had  better  compromise  with  them  and 
pacify  them,  that  they  might  receive  their,  annuities  and  not  go  to 
Waahiagton  \  that  the  same  day  Mr.  Bonesteel  told  him,  the  depo- 
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leDf:,  that  he  would  do  all  he  could  to  get  the  Indians  a  permit  to  go 
:o  Washington  ;  that  he  knows  the  manner  in  which  the  male  school 
bas  been  conducted  on  the  reservation  for  the  last  three  years  ;  that 
be,  the  deponent,  lived  nearly  opposite  to  the  achool-house  ;  that  the 
children,  most  all  the  time,  would  come  to  the  school-house,  and  there 
^onld  be  no  teacher  ;  that  this  has  been  the  case  for  the  last  three 
years ;  that  for  the  last  three  months  the  schools  have  been  kept 
pretty  well ;  before  the  last  three  months  he  has  often  seen  the  chil- 
dreu  and  full-grown  Indians  playing  cards  in  the  school-house  ;  that 
when  the  school  teacher  would  come,  he  came  about  half-past  ten  or 
eleven  o'clock  ;  that  he  has  been  frequently  at  Shawano  during  the 
absence  of  the  teacher  from  the  school,  at  one  time  a  wnole  week,  and 
has  seen  the  teacher  there  trafficking,  buying  and  selling  lumber  and 
bricks,  and  in  painting,  and  electioneering  for  two  whole  weeks  ;  that 
the  only  one  time,  at  which  time  he  kept  his  school  properly,  and 
opened  it  at  nine  o'clock,  was  last  summer,  when  Mr.  Bonesteel  waa 
on  the  reservation  ;  that  the  time  each  year  in  which  the  school  was 
kept  would  make  two  months  ;  that  during  these  three  years  Dr. 
Wiley  kept  the  school  part  of  the  time,  and  the  rest  of  the  time  it  waa 
kept  by  Mr.  Andrews.  That  last  fall,  about  the  month  of  December, 
he,  the  deponent,  presented  a  bill  to  Mr.  Haas,  at  his  request,  for 
glass,  putty,  nails,  and  candles,  and  other  things  furnished  by  depo- 
nent from  his  store  to  Samuel  Leach,  the  miller,  for  the  use  of  the 
mill ;  that  Mr.  Haas  gave  him,  the  deponent,  a  blank  voucher  to  sign, 
no  amount  filled  up  in  the  voucher  ;  that  deponent  objected  to  sign  it 
for  that  reason^  but  nevertheless  did  sign  it ;  that  Mr.  Haas  said  he 
had  not  time  to  do  it,  that  he  was  in  a  hurry  to  go  t  j  Fond  du  Lac  for 
the  money  ;  that  this  took  place  in  the  evening,  and  that  Haas  left 
next  moriiing  ;  that  the  amount  of  this  bill  was  between  nine  and 
ten  dollars  ;  that  Leach,  the  miller,  left  the  reservation  a  year  ago  last 
Tall,  in  November  ;  that  he  heard  Leach  say  at  the  house  of  the  black- 
imith,  Ignatius  Wetzel,  the  day  before  he  left,  in  the  presence  of 
Wetzel  and  his  wife,  that  he  had  resigned  ;  that  Leach  came  into  his, 
leponent's,  store  the  day  after,  and  told  him,  the  deponent,  the  same 
ibiog,  and  called  Mr.  Bonesteel  all  sorts  of  names,  and  that  when  he 
vent  to  Chilton  he  was  going  to  "fix  him  ;"  **that  there  was  a  man 
•here  above  Mr.  Bonesteel,  who  held  him  by  the  hair  ;  that  he  was 
joing  to  *  salt  down  Mr.  Bonesteel ;'  "  that  Mr.  Leach  was  angry  ; 
hat  he  said  Mr.  Bonesteel  had  insulted  him,  and  that  he  had  re- 
ligned ;  that  he  does  not  remember  that  Mr.  Leach  told  him  how  Mr. 
ionesteel  had  insulted  him.  That  Mr.  Leach  returned  to  the  reserva- 
ioD  the  following  March,  and  told  deponent  that  he  had  been  re- 
appointed. That  he,  deponent,  received  the  amount  of  his  bill  against 
he  mill  iu  full  from  Mr.  Haas  on  his  return  from  Fond  du  Lac  ;  that 
leponent  did  not  see  the  voucher  previously  signed  by  him  in  blank 
t  the  time  he  was  paid,  and  has  never  seen  them  since  ;  that  the  first 
pring  Mr.  Bonesteel  came  into  office  he,  the  deponent,  saw  William 
'owell  put  his  name  to  blank  vouchers  (over  a  dozen)  opposite  the 
rinted  word  ''interpreter"  on  the  vouchers,  and  that  on  these 
}ncher8  so  signed  there  was  no  other  writing.  That  Mr.  Bonesteel, 
fo  years  ago,  came  to  the  post  office  and  told  deponent,  then  post- 
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master,  that  if  a  letter  came  to  his  office  addressed  by  Mr.  Slingerland, 
the  iStoctbridge  minister,  to  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  to 
retain  it ;  that  no  letter  came,  but  about  two  weeks  afterwards  a  letter 
came,  and  that  he,  deponent,  retained  it,  because  there  were  only 
three  cents  paid  upon  it ;  that  subsequently  he,  deponent,  saw  Mr. 
Slingerland,  who  paid  him  three  cents  more,  and  he  transmitted  it  to 
the  distributing  office  at  Chicago.     That  he,  deponent,  has  seen  Haas, 
the  farmer,  receive  six  shillings  from  a  teamster  for  his  board  and 
lodging,  and  four  shillings  for  oats  and  hay  to  his  horses,  kept  in  the 
Indian  barn.     Deponent  saw  the  money  paid  and  received  in  Haas's 
house.     That  h^  has  6een  Haas,  the  same  year,  namely,  a  year  ago 
this  spring,  sell  potatoes  out  of  the  *'root-house"  to  Indians  for  sugar. 
That  Haas  told  him,  deponent,  that  he  had  sold  twenty  bushels  ot  the 
potatoes  belonging  to  the  Indians  for  sugar ;  that  he  told  deponent 
that  he  was  going  to  Shawano  to  get  potatoes  to  replace  them  ;  that 
whether    he  did   or   did    not    replace    them    he   does    not    know. 
That  he,  deponent,  complained  to  Mr.  Bonesteel,  at  Fond  du  Lac,  that 
Haas  was  trading  with  the  Indians ;  that  he  made  this  complaint 
because  he,  deponent,  had  moneys  due  him  by  the  Indians  for  goods 
furnished  from  his  store,  and  that  he  could  not  get  his  money  from 
the  Indians  when  Haas  got  it.     That  when  Mr.  Bonesteel  discharged 
him,  deponent,  as  school  teacher,  he  gave  him,  deponent,  a  written 
license  to  trade  with  the  Indians,  for  which  deponent  paid  Mr.  Powell 
twelve  shillings;   that  he  believes  it  was  a  license  to  trade  for  one 
month;   that  he  never   had  this  license  renewed  in  writing;  that 
deponent  has  traded  with  the  Indians  ever  since  ;  that  at  the  expira- 
tion of  his  written  license  he,  the  deponent,  asked  Mr.  Bonesteel  to 
give  him  another  license  ;  that  Mr.  Bonesteel  told  him  he  would  not 
require  a  written  license  as  long  as  he,  deponent,  remained  decent. 
That  Mr.  Bonesteel  told  him^  deponent,  at  Fond  du  Lac,  when  he 
complained  of  Haas's  trading,  that  he  was  jealous  of  him,  because  he 
was  making  a  little  money.     That  while  he  was  keeping  school  he 
did  not  keep  store.     That  he  had  been  hired  by  Mr.  Huebschman  as 
school  teacher  for  two  years,  and  that  Mr.  Bonesteel  discharged  him 
**  without  any  cause  or  provocation;"   that  deponent  was  angry  at 
being  discharged,  but  that  Mr   Bonesteel  promised  to  allow  him  to 
trade  with  the  Indians  ;  that  this  trade  is  not  as  profitable  as  teaching 
school ;  that  he  was  not  angry  at  this,  but  might  have  given  him  a 
**cu«^s"  or  two  sometimes;  but  that  he  never  spoke  to  the  Indians 
about  him  ill,  but  rather   in  his  favor.     That  the  reason  that  the 
Indians  refused  to   receive   their   money  the  year  ago  last  fall  was 
because  there  was  a  deficiency  in  the  amount.     Mr.  Bonesteel  told  the 
Indians  of  this  deficiency  in  council ;  that  Mr.  Bonesteel  told  them 
how  much  had  been  kept  out,  and  how  much  he  had  to  pay  them. 
That  Dr.  John  Wiley  was  the  first  school  teacher  appointed  for  the 
Menomonees  after  deponent  was  discharged ;    that   Wiley  taught 
little  over  a  year — a  year  and  a  half  perhaps  ;  that  Wiley  resided  on 
the  reserve  next  to  the  school-house  ;  that  Teacher  Wiley  was  a  good 
deal  of  his  time  at  Snawano,  and,  when  on  the  reserve,  did  not  teach 
all  the  time,  and  opened  the  school,  when  he  did  teach,  at  about  tea 
or  eleven  o'clock ;  that  no  cards  were  played  in  the  school-house  while 
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Wiley  was  teacher ;  Orlin  Andrews  was  the  next  teacher ;  it  was 
during  his  time  that  cards  were  played  in  the  school-house ;  that 
Andrews  taught  over  a  year — thinks  he  left  last  Decenlber ;  Mr. 
Bonesteel  discharged  him.  That  he,  deponent,  wrote  a  letter  to  Mr. 
Bonesteel,  about  two  months  back,  telling  him  that  when  another 
agent  was  appointed  he,  deponent,  would  get  the  school  back  '^in 
spite  of  him,'"  or  **  no  thanks  to  him  ;  "  that  he,  deponent,  had  been 
always  on  his  side  privately  and  publicly  with  the  Indians  and  others  ; 
that  he  also  wrote  in  that  letter  that  he,  the  deponent,  did  not  think 
he,  Bonesteel,  was  the  man  who  had  signed  a  paper  against  him  to 
the  Postmaster  General.  That  Mr.  Bonesteel  did  not  ask  him, 
deponent,  to  see  the  letter  of  Mr.  Slingerland,  which  he,  the  deponent, 
had  kept  back  in  his  office  for  deficiency  in  the  postage,  as  he  has 
before  stated  ;  this  letter,  to  the  best  of  his  recollection,  was  deposited 
in  the  post  office  a  year  ago  last  summer  ;  that  he  does  not  recollect 
the  month.  That  Mr.  Bonesteel  came  to  him,  after  he  was  discharged 
as  school  teacher,  and  brought  with  him  the  marshal  from  Fond  du 
Lac,  and  said  to  deponent  that  he  should  have  the  school  back,  and 
took  the  marshal  to  witness  that  he  would  keep  his  promise.  That 
deponent  wrote  to  Mr.  Bonesteel,  stating  to  him  that  Mr.  Slingerland 
had  posted  a  letter  against  him,  Bonesteel,  to  the  department  at 
Washington,  and  asking.  Mr.  Bonesteel,  in  that  letter,  whether  he, 
deponent,  should  retain  it ;  that  deponent  received  no  answer  from 
Mr.  Bonesteel  to  this  letter  ;  that  there  was  no  letter  in  the  office  at 
that  time  ;  that  he,  deponent,  wrote  the  letter  merely  **  to  catch  Mr. 
Bonesteel "  in  his  attempt  to  seduce  him,  the  deponent,  three  months 
before,  from  the  duties  of  his  office,  in  asking  him  to  retain  a  letter 
from  Slingerland  ;  that  he,  deponent,  does  not  remember  anything 
more  of  the  contents  of  his  letter  to  Mr.  Bonesteel.  The  letter  of  Mr. 
Slingerland,  that  he  testified  he  retained  for  the  postage,  was  detained 
until  the  following  mail  after  it  was  posted ;  that  he  knows  it  was 
from  Mr.  Slingerland  from,  the  handwriting  of  the  address.  That  he 
has  frequently  received  from  the  postmaster  at  Shawano  the  mail  for 
his^  deponent's,  office ;  that  the  last  time  he  thus  received  the  mail 
for  his  office  was  about  two  months  ago,  more  or  less.  That  deponent, 
as  postmaster,  distinguished  between  letters  addressed  to  the  depart- 
ment at  Washington,  as  to  whether  they  are  on  public  or  private 
business,  by  his  personal  knowledge  of  the  writers,  or  by  the  words 
^'official  business"  marked  thereon ;  if  not  so  marked,  or  if  he  does  not 
know  the  writer,  he  retains  them  for  want  of  payment  of  the  postage ; 
that  if  the  letter  is  marked  on  ''  official  business,"  he,  the  deponent, 
transmits  such  letter,  whether  he  knows  the  writer  or  not.  That  the 
affidavit  of  the  deponent,  exhibited  to  him,  printed  in  the  pamphlet  con- 
taining the  memorial  of  this  State  to  Congress,  and  numbered  therein 
"27,"  was  made  by  deponent  at  the  house  of  La  Motte,  the  Menom- 
onee  chief;  that  the  Indians  were  engaged  there  making  statements, 
which  were  put  down  by  Mr.  Kershaw,  Gauthier  interpreting ;  that 
at  the  next  time  he,  the  deponent,  was  at  La  Motto's  house,  he,  the 
deponent,  saw  the  Indians  signing  affidavits  read  by  Mr.  Kershaw, 
and  interpreted  piece  by  piece  to  the  Indians  ;  that  deponent  did  not 
see  any  alterations  made  by  Mr.  Kershaw  in  the  affidavits  durla^ 
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their  interpretation  to  the  Indians  ;  that  he  only  heard  the  Indians 
Bay  **  yes  ;  "  that,  at  the  first  council  at  La  Motto's,  the  Indians  said 
to  Mr.  Kershaw,  through  their  interpreter,  Gauthier,  that  they 
wanted  him  to  go  to  Washington  with  them  and  do  good  for  them, 
and  heard  Mr.  Kerehaw  say  that  he  would  go  with  them  and  help 
them  to  see  the  Commissioner,  and  try  and  do  all  he  could  for  them, 
and  protect  their  money,  **  what  Thompson  claims,"  and  to  try  and 
get  piovisious  for  them  ;  that,  at  the  second  council  at  La  Motte's,  he 
did  not  hear  Eerbhaw  address  the  Indians,  nor  at  any  other  place; 
that  he  never  heard  Wetzel  nor  any  other  person,  Indian  or  white 
man,  say  that  Kershaw  had  addressed  the  Indians. 

And  the  deponent  lurther  says  that  the  letter  which  he  has  heretofore 
spoken  of  as  having  been  written  by  him  to  Mr.  Bonesteel  last  month, 
telling  him  therein  that  when  another  agent  was  appointed,  he,  the 
deponent,  would  have  the  school  back  again,  '^  no  thanks  to  him," 
that  he,  the  deponent,  wrote  this  letter  to  Mr.  Bonesteel  because  be 
had  so  often  *'  fooled  him"  in  frequently  promising  him  to  reappoint 
him  teacher  ;  and  that  but  for  these  repeated  promises  of  Mr.  Bone- 
steel he,  the  deponent,  would  long  ago  have  left  the  reservation. 
That  he,  deponent,  has  never  had  any  assurances  from  any  perfion 
that  he  should  be  reappointed  teacher  when  another  agent  was  ap- 

Eointed  ;  that  Mr  Bonesteel  told  him,  deponent,  in  conversation,  that 
e  could  not  reappoint  him  teacher,  because  Mr.  Powell  had  told  him 
that  if    he  did  reappoint  him  Mrs.   Dousman,  the  female  teacher, 
**  would  be  mad;"  that  another  time  Mr.  Bonesteel  told  him,  the 
deponcLt,  last  summer,  that  it  had  been  reported  to  him  that  he, 
deponent,  had  sold  liquor  to  the  Indians,  which  deponent  denied, 
saying  that  he  had  not  given  liquor  to  Joseph  La  Motte,  as  M^* 
Bonesteel  told  him  he  had  been  charged. 

JOSEPH  M.  OSTROPH. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  11th  day  of  April,  18&*' 

GEO.  B.  EDMONDS,  Notary  Public. 

The  sheets  composing  this  deposition  were  attached  and  sealed     ^° 
my  presence  at  the  time  of  the  execution  thereof. 

GEO.  B.  EDMONDS,  Notary  Public. 
April  11,  1860. 


No.  27. 
Deposition  of  O-shaw-wau-kah. 

State  of  Wisconsin,  County  of  Shawano^  88 : 

O-nhaw-wau-kah,  an  Indian  of  the  Menomonee  tribe,  being  dul^ 
sworn  according  to  law,  deposes  and  says:  That  he  has  received  ^ 
Jand  warrant  for  the  services  of  his  father  in  the  '*Sacs  war;"  tha<^ 
he  received  it  last  fall  after  t\ie  a\iTi\u\.y  -^vjm^xiX.^  \Jdl%.\.Vv^  did  not 
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get  the  warrant  itself,  but  the  money  for  it  from  Mr.  Bonesteel ;  the 
amount  he  received  for  it  was  one  hundred  and  ten  dollars;  that  Mr. 
Bonesteel  paid  him  at  first  thirty-five  dollars;  that  Mr.  Bonesteel 
paid  Mr.  Cown  forty-five  dollars;  that  he  did  not  ask  Mr.  Bonesteel 
to  pay  it;  that  he  told  Mr.  Bonesteel  that  he  wanted  more  than  the 
thirty-five  dollars  he  had  given  him ;  that  he  wanted  it  to  pay  his 
debts  to  Mr.  Cown,  the  trader;  that  thereupon  Mr.  Bonesteel  stepped  to 
the  door  of  the  agency  office,  and  called  to  Mr.  Cown  who  was  standing 
in  the  road;  that  Mr.  Cown  came  into  the  office,  and  that  Mr.  Bone- 
steel asked  deponent  how  much  he  wanted  to  give  Mr.  Cown;  that 
he  told  Mr.  Bonesteel  that  he  wanted  to  pay  Mr.  Cown  forty-five  dol- 
lars, whereupon  Mr.  Bonesteel  gave  Mr.  Cown  forty-five  dollars;  that 
he  received  his  money  alter  payment  and  before  the  river  froze  over; 
that  he  does  not  know  that  Mr.  Powell  paid  him  two  dollars  and  a 
half  in  addition  to  the  one  hundred  and  ten,  received  by  him  for  his 
warrant ;  that  Mr.  Bonesteel  did  not  tell  him  the  price  that  warrants 
would  bring  at  that  time,  nor  does  he  remember  that  Mr.  Powell  told 
him  the  price  that  warrants  would  bring  at  that  time  ;  that  Mr.  Bone- 
steel did  not  hand  the  forty-five  dollars  paid  to  Cown  to  depouent, 
and  that  deponent  did  not  himself  hand  it  to  Cown.  And  turther 
deponent  saith  not. 

0-SHAW-WAU-KAH,  his  X  mark. 
Witnesses : 

Talbott  Prickett,  Interpreter. 

Wm.  Powell,  United  States  Interpreter. 

Joseph  Gautuier,  Interpreter. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  11th  day  of  April,  1860. 

GEO.  B.  EDMONDS,  Notary  Fublic. 


No.  28. 

Deposition  of  Sho-no-nee. 

Btate  of  Wisconsin,  County  of  Shawano^  ss : 

Sho-no-nee,  a  head  chief  of  a  Menomonee  band  of  Indians,  having 
l>een  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  deposes  and  says  :  That  he  knows 
I^e-po-ne-nee;  that  he  was  at  the  council  whore  his  papers  were  made 
out  for  him  to  receive  a  land  warrant;  that  Mr.  Powell  interpreted; 
that  he,  deponent,  was  sworn  and  touched  the  pen  for  Pe-po-ne-nee; 
that  he  stated  what  relation  the  applicant  was  to  the  warrior  Pe-po- 
iie-nee,  just  what  was  told  him  to  say;  that  he  said  Pe-po-ne-nee  was 
the  child  of  the  warrior;  that  he,  deponent,  came  here  to  say  but  one 
thing,  and  that  he  would  not  answer  any  more  questions. 

SHO-NO-NEE,  his  X  mark. 
Witnesses : 

Talbott  Prickett,  Interpreter. 

Wm.  Powell,  United  States  Interpreter. 

Joseph  Gauthier,  Interpreter. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  12t\i  day  oi   k^xW^A'^ftS^* 

GEO.  B.  EDMONDS,  Notary  Puh\xo. 
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No.  29. 

Deposition  of  William  C,  Frederick. 

State  op  Wisconsin,  County  of  Fond  du  Lacj  M.- 
William C.  Frederick,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  That 
he  resides  in  Oshkosh,  and  has  been  a  resident  therein  for  the  last 
three  years  ;  that  his  business  for  that  time  has  been  flouring — that 
is,  making  flour  and  merchandising  ;  that  on  the  first  day  of  February, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-nine,  the  selling  price  at  whole- 
sale was  two  dollars  and  sixty- two  and  a  half  cents  per  sack  ;  that  on 
the  fourth  day  of  the  same  month  the  deponent  sold  thirty-two  sacks 
of  ''superfine  spring  wheat  flour"  at  two  dollars  and  twenty- five  cents 
per  sack  ;  that  on  the  sixteenth  day  of  February,  in  the  same  year,  he 
sold  six  sacks  at  two  dollars  and  sixty-two  cents  per  sack  ;  that  on  the 
twenty- fourth  day  of  February  the  firm  of  which  deponent  is  a  part- 
ner sold  to  him,  deponent,  one  hundred  sacks  of  flour  at  two  dollars 
and  sixty-two  cents  per  sack ;  that  deponent  purchased  twenty-foor 
sacks  from  other  parties  at  the  same  date,  at  the  same  price. 

WILLIAM  0.  FREDEUICK. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me  this  20th  day  of  April,  1860. 

J.  8.  TALLMADGE, 
Notary  Public,  Fond  du  Lax;  County,  Wisconsin. 


No.  30. 
Deposition  of  E.  B,  Ferris. 


State  of  Wisconsin,  County  of  Fond  du  Lac,  ss  : 

E.  R.  Ferris,  being  duly  sworn,  deposeth  and  saith  :  That  he  b^ 
resided  in  Fond  du  Lac  tor  twelve  years;  that  he  has  been  engag^ 
in  the  grain  and  flour  business  during  the  year  eighteen  hundred  at^  ^ 
fifty-nine;  that  about  the  first  day  of  March,  in  said  year,  he  sol^ 
flour  at  three  dollars  and  a  quarter  per  sack,  wholesale  and  retai  1  i 
that  he,  deponent,  could  not  buy  at  that  price ;  that  the  price  ^^ 
flour  rapidly  advanced  after  the  date  aforesaid  to  the  price  of  fot^^ 
dollars  per  sack. 

E.  R.  FERRIS. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me  this  20th  day  of  April,  1860. 

J.  S.  TALLMADGE, 
Notary  Public,  Fond  du  Lac  County,  Wisconsin. 
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No.  31. 
Deposition  of  J.  A,  Paige, 

!  OP  Wisconsin,  County  of  Fond  du  LaCy  ss : 

A.  Paige,  a  resident  of  Oshkosh,  in  said  State,  being  duly  sworn, 
eth  and  saith :  That  he  ha*«  resided  in  Oshkosh  for  four  years 
the  first  day  of  May  next ;  that  he  has  been  engaged  in  general 
ess — that  of  dry  goods  and  provisions.  The  cost  to  deponent  on 
ighteenth  day  of  January,  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-nine,  of 
r  mess  pork,  delivered  at  Oshkosh,  was  sixteen  dollars  and  sixty- 
mts ;  that  on  the  thirtieth  of  March,  in  the  same  year,  the  cost 
.  delivered  at  Oshkosh,  was  eighteen  dollars  and  sixteen  cents  ; 
he,  the  deponent,  estimates  the  profit  at  about  one  dollar  per 
1  for  pork  during  the  periods  above  mentioned  ;  that  he,  depo- 
does  not  know  the  price  which  he  asked  for  pork  during  the 
1  aforesaid  ;  that  on  the  nineteenth  day  of  January,  in  the  same 
deponent  paid  for  flour,  delivered  at  his  store  in  Oshkosh,  two 
•8  and  twelve  and  a  half  cents  ;  that  the  price  at  which  deponent 
flour  at  the  dates  above  mentioned  was  about  one  shilling  ad- 
!  on  the  said  price  ;  that  on  the  eleventh  and  fourteenth  of  the 
h  of  February,  in  the  same  year,  the  price  paid  by  deponent  for 

delivered  in  deponent's  store  at  Oshkosh,  was  two  dollars  and 
•two  and  a  half  cents  per  sack  ;  that  on  the  twenty-eighth  day  of 
lary,  in  the  same  year,  deponent  paid  for  flour  two  dollars  and 
ty-five  cents  per  sack  ;  that  on  the  second  day  of  March,  in  the 

year,  the  same  price  was  paid  for  flour  by  deponent;  that  on 
«renty-eighth  of  the  same  month  and  year  deponent  paid  for  flour 
iollars  and  eighty-seven  cents  per  sack ;  that  the  quality  of  the 
respecting  which  he  testifies  was  '*  extra  superfine  flour,"  made 
"spring  wheat." 

JOHN  A.  PAIGE. 

orn  and  subscribed  before  me  this  20th  day  of  April,  1860. 

J.  S.  TALLMADGE, 
Notary  Public,  Fond  du  Lac  County j  Wisconsin, 


No.  32. 
Depositio'f^  of  John  Marshall, 

5  OP  Wisconsin,  County  of  Fond  du  Lac,  ss : 

hn  Marshall,  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  deposeth  and 
:  That  he  is  in  the  grain  and  provision  business  ;  that  he  was  en- 
1  in  said  business  in  the  month  of  January  and  February^  in  the 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-nine.     On  \.\i^  \%^^^  5^\ir 
the  price  of  eaperBne  flour,  generally  called  ^'^^ootAioxxa^^wct^^ 
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at  which  deponent  sold,  was  two  dollars  and  thirteen  cents  per  sack; 
at  that  time  the  best  white  winter  wheat  flour  was  selling  at  two  dol- 
lars and  seventy-five  cents  per  sack  ;  that  the  best  spring  wheat 
flour  was  selling  in  Fond  du  Lac  at  two  dollars  and  twenty-five  cents 
per  sack;  that  on  the  seventeenth  day  of  February  the  price  was 
tor  the  best  spring  wheat  two  dollars  and  sixty-two  and  a  half  cents 
per  sack  ;  the  price  on  the  twenty-first  was  three  dollars  and  one 
shilling  ;  that  until  the  first  day  of  March  flour  rose  about  one  shil- 
ling higher  ;  that  the  price  of  flour  did  not  fluctuate  beyond  that 
price  during  the  month  of  March  materially. 

JOHN  MARSHALL. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me  this  20th  day  of  April,  1860. 

J.  8.  TALLMADGE, 
Notary  Public^  Fond  du  Lac  County  ^  Wisconsin, 


No.  33. 

Deposition  of  D.  JV.  Smith. 

State  of  Wisconsin,  County  of  Fond  du  Lac^  ss: 

D.  W.  Smith,  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  deposeth  and 
saith :  That  he  resides  in  Fond  du  Lac,  Wisconsin;  has  resided  therein 
since  the  iall  of  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-two ;  has  been  engaged  in 
the  grocery  and  provision  business  and  staple  dry  goods  business; 
that  from  the  last  of  February  until  the  first  of  March  the  market 

Srice  of  flour  in  the  street  was  from  three  dollars  to  three  and  a  quarter 
ollars  per  sack ;  the  price  of  flour  fluctuated  during  that  period; 
that  on  the  eighth  day  of  February  the  deponent  purchased  flour  ft^ 
two  dollars  and  seventy-five  cents  per  sack ;  that  on  the  fifteenth  o^ 
the  same  month  he  purchased  flour  at  three  dollars  per  sack,  and  ci^ 
the  twenty-fifth  and  twenty-eighth  at  three  dollars  and  a  quarter  p*^ 
sack. 

D.  W.  SMITH^ 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me  this  20th  day  of  April,  1860. 

J.  S.  TALLMADGE, 
Notary  Public,  Fond  du  Lac  County,  fVisconsin, 


No.  34. 

REBUTTING  TESTIMONY. 

Deposition  of  Jeremiah  Slingerland. 

State  of  Wisconsin,  County  of  Shawano,  ss: 

Jeremiah  Slingerland,  minister  of  the  Gospel  on  the  Stockbridge 

reaerration  in  said  State,  being  duly  sworn,  deposeth  and  saith  :  That 

he  has  resided  on  the  Stockbridge  ieBei7a\ivou/\\i«.^v^^\A.\j^)i!c^t  &  little 
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over  two  years;  that  he  is  the  only  person  of  his  name  who  officiates 
as  minister  of  the  Gospel  on  said  reservation,  or  has  officiated  therein 
that  capacity  during  his  residence;  that  to  his  knowledge  he  has  never 
written  a  letter  since  he  has  resided  there  addressed  to  the  Coramis- 
sioner  of  Indian  Affairs  or  to  the  Indian  department,  directly  nor 
indirectly;  nor  has  he  any  recollection  of  ever  having  during  that  time 
addressed  or  directed  any  letter  or  package  to  the  Commissioner  of 
Indian  Affairs  or  to  the  Indian  department  in  his  own  handwriting 
for  any  other  person;  that,  to  his  recollection,  he  never  placed  or 
caused  to  be  placed  in  the  post  office,  at  Eeshena,  on  the  Menomonee 
reservation,  any  letter  or  package  so  addressed;  and  that  to  his  recol- 
lection he  never  ascertained  that  a  letter  posted  by  or  for  him  in  said 
post  office  had  been  kept  back  because  the  postage  had  not  been  paid 
in  full,  and  upon  which  he  paid  to  the  postmaster,  Joseph  M.  Ostroph, 
three  cents  additional  for  its  transmission;  that  his  testimony  herein- 
before given,  as  to  the  letters  or  packages  spoken  of,  is  intended  to 
apply  to  the  time  he  has  resided  on  the  Stockbridge  reservation,  and 
to  the  period  that  Joseph  M.  Ostroph  has  been  postmaster  at  Keshena, 
on  said  Menomonee  reservation;  that  he  has  not  duriug  that  time 
addressed  any  letter  or  package  to  any  department  of  the  government 
at  Washington,  to  the  best  of  his  recollection. 

JEREMIAH  SLINGERLAND. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  11th  day  of  April,  1860. 

GEORGE  B.  EDMONDS, 

Notary  Public. 

I  certify  that  the  word  *'  two  "  which  appears  to  be  altered,  in  the 
seventh  line  on  the  first  page  of  this  deposition,  was  altered  previous 
to  the  execution  thereof;  also  the  words  *'  nor  indirectly  "  were  inter- 
lined previous  to  the  execution  of  this  deposition,  on  the  fourteenth 


line  thereof 
April  11,  1860 


GEORGE  B.  EDMONDS, 

Notary  tuhlio. 


No.  35. 
Deposition  of  Eli  Williams. 

State  op  Wisconsin,  County  of  Shawano^  ss: 

Eli  Williams,  an  educated  Indian  of  the  Stockbridge  tribe  of  Indians, 
^iDg  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  deposes  and  says :  That  he  resides 
on  the  Stockbridge  reservation  in  said  State;  that  he  has  resided  therein 
a  little  over  three  years;  that  he  knows  Joseph  Wa-pau-nash-cuin,  a 
Menomonee  Indian;  that  he  last  saw  him  on  Friday  last,  on  the  road 
a  little  this  side  of  Mr.  Prickett's;  that  at  that  time  Wa-pau-nash-cum 
went  into  Mr.  Prickett's  house,  and  that  he,  depouenx.,  eojii^  qm  \» 
Keshena;  that  deponent  next  saw  Wa-pau-nash-cuoi  at  \i\a  Vvv^m^^  ^^».x 
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the  chnrcb  which  is  in  Eeshena;  that  he,  deponent,  went  into  his 
house  with  him;  that  he.  deponent,  was  only  a  few  minutes  in  Wa-pau- 
nash-cnm's  house;  that  deponent  left  his  house,  and  that  on  his  way 
home,  in  company  with   Darius  Charles  aud  two  women,  Wa-pau- 
nash-cum  overtook  deponent  a  little  way  beyond  the  village  of  Keshena 
and  went  two-thirds  of  the  way  to  his,  deponent's,  house,  with  him; 
that  Wa-pau-nash-cum  then  got  out  of  the  wagon  in  which  they  were 
riding  together,  where  there  were  some  Menomonee  Indians  a  little 
piece  from  the  road,  and  that  deponent  then  went  on  home,  leaving 
him  there;  that  the  same  night,  alter  midnight,  Wa-pau-nash-cam 
came  to  deponent's  house  and  stopped  there  all  night  aud  lett  in  the 
morning;  that  during  the  night,  soon  after  he  came,  he  asked  deponent 
whether  he  knew  anything  about  the  spilling  liquor  in  the  back  room 
of  the  store  of  Cavert,  the  Indian  trader,  at  Keshena;  that  deponent 
answered  he  did;  whereupon  Wa-pau-nash-cum  told  deponent  that  the 
Menomonees  had  picked  him,  Wa- pan  na^h-cum,  out  with  three  others, 
to  testify  about  it,  and  that  he  did  not  like  to  do  it  himself,  and  told 
deponent  that  the  Menomonees  would  like  him,  deponent,  to  come 
down  and  testify  what  he  knew  about  the  liquor;  that  if  he,  deponent, 
would  come  down  he  thought  that  the  Menomonees  would  pay  him, 
deponent,  well,  perhaps  five  dollars,  perhaps  ten,  and  perhaps  fifteen 
dollars;  tbat  deponent  told  him,  in  answer,  that  he  could  not  do  it;  that 
he  could  not  do  them  any  good  because  he  knew  how  that  liquor  came 
there;  that  Wa-pau-nash-cum asked  deponent  who  brought  itthere,aDd 
that  he  told  him  Daniel  Toucy;  that  in  the  morning,  just  before  day- 
light, he  asked  deponent  whether  any  of  his  folks  could  testify  any- 
thing about  the  agent,  to  which  deponent  answered  he  guessed  not; 
that  Obadiah  Gardner  told  deponent  to  reach  Wa-pau-nash-cum  a  jog 
of  whiskey,  which  was  in  the  wagon  at  the  time  deponent  met  him  at 
Mr.  Prickett's  house;  it  was  not  deponent's  whiskey;  that  deponent  did 
not  sell  Wa-pau-nash-cum  a  bottle  of  liquor  at  his,  deponent's,  house 
during  the  night,  nor  when  he  came  away  in  the  morning;  that  he 
asked  deponent  for  liquor,  and  deponent  refused,  that  he  could  not  let 
it  go;  that  he  saw  Wa-pau-nash-cum  at  his  own  house  that  day  pvi^ 
liquor  into  a  bottle;  that  deponent  did  not  himself  buy  any  liquor  tb^^ 
day. 

ELI  WILLIAMS. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  11th  day  of  April,  18&** 

GEORGE  B.  EDMOJSDS, 

Notary  Public, 


No.  36. 
Deposition  of  William  Powell. 

State  of  Wisconsin,  County  of  Shawano,  ss: 

William  Powell,  United  States  interpreter  at  the  Menomonee  agency, 
in  the  said  State,  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  deposes  and 
says  :  That  on  Wednesday,  the  4th  day  of  April  instant,  Sho-no-nee, 
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who  had  on  that  day  been  sworn  and  testified  in  the  matter  of  the 
investigation  of  the  official  conduct  of  A.  D.  Bonesteel,  as  Indian 
agent  of  the  Menomonees,  told  him,  the  deponent,  in  answer  to  his, 
deponent's  inquiry  why  he,  Sho-no-nee,  had  first  told  the  truth  during 
his  examination  as  a  witness  and  afterwards  retracted  it,  as  he,  depo- 
nent, had  always  considered  him  an  honest  man ;  that  the  reason  he  had 
changed  his  testimony  was  because  he  was  afraid  of  his  people,  and 
that  they  had  scolded  him ;  that  he,  deponent,  has  acted  as  United 
States  interpreter  for  the  Menomonees  on  their  present  reservation 
tver  since  his  appointment  by  the  agent,  A.  D.  Bonesteel — he  thinks 
from  the  twelfth  of  October,  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-seven  ;  that 
he  has  resided  on  the  reservation,  as  soon  as  he  could  get  his  family 
here,  to  the  present  time;  that  Agent  Bonesteel  resided  on  the  reser- 
vation from  about  the  time  ot  his,  Bonesteel's,  appointment,  until  the 
month  of  May  or  June  following,  until  he  removed  under  the  instruc- 
tions of  the  Indian  department  to  Fond  du  Lac  ;  that  he,  deponent, 
has  been  interpreter  lor  three  or  four  agents,  by  appointment,  as 
United  States  interpreter,  prior  to  his  appointment  by  Mr.  Bonesteel ; 
and  that  he  thinks  that  Mr.  Bonesteel  has  been  kinder  to  the  Indians 
thau  any  other  agent  whom  he  has  officiated  under ;  that  his  uniform 
treatment  of  the  Indians  during  his  agency  has  been  kind — *^  always 
ready  to  accede  to  their  requests  ;"  that  he  has  granted  them  many 
favors  which  he  was  not  obliged  to  do  as  agent ;  that  he,  deponent, 
has  attended  all  the  annuity  payments  made  by  said  agent  to  the 
Menomonees;  that  after  the  pay-roll  was  completed^  he,  the  said  agent, 
would  call  the  Indians  to  a  council  in  the  school-house^  and  announce 
to  them  that  the  pay-rolls  were  made  out,  and  that  he  was  ready  to 
pay  them  ;  that  he  had  not  yet  closed  the  pay-roll,  and  that  if  any 
Dames  had  been  omitted  the  chiefs  of  each  band  should  tell  him  ;  that 
be   was  accustomed  to  call  up  the  chiefs  of  each  band,  repeat  the 
Dames  on  the  roll,  and  add  such  names  as  they  told  him  had  been  omit- 
ted ;  that  when  the  chiefs  would  say  that  they  thought  he  had  got  all 
the  names  and  omitted  none,  he,  the  said  agent,  would  state  the  amount 
ol  money  which  he  said  the  Commissioner  had  sent  to  pay  them ; 
that  most  generally  the  Indians  would  be  the  first  to  ask  how  much 
they  were  to  receive  per  capita;  that  the  said  agent  would  tell  them  how 
much  it  was  per  capita;  that  alter  the  payment  per  capita,  there  would  be 
a  certain  amount  ot    fractional  money  lett,  the  amount  of  which  he 
named  to  them,  which  would  be  divided  among  the  chiefs  after  the 
payment;  that  the  said  agent  would  then  tell  them  that  if  they  were 
ready  to  receive  their  money  he  was  ready  to  pay  them ;  that  in  a 
good  many  instances  the  Indians  would  ask  that  the  payment  might 
be  postponed  until  the  next  day  for  fear  that  they  might  have  omitted 
some  names,  and  might  have  time  to  reflect;  and  that  such  postpone- 
ment had  been  granted  by  him  always,  but  that  the  hour  when  they 
should  again  assemble  to  receive  their  money  was  always  stated  to 
them  ;  that  the  next  day,  before  he  commenced  to  pay  them,  he  would 
tell  them  he  had  a  few  words  to  say  to  them  ;  that  he  would  then  tell 
the  chiefs  that  they  should  advise  their  young  men  to  be  honest  and 
pay  their  just  debts  to  the  traders  on  the  ground,  living  among  them  ; 
and  if  any  of  the  traders  or  any  others  ot  the  whites  should  take  any 
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of  their  money  by  force  they  should  come  and  report  it  to  him,  and 
that  they  should  be  attended  to  ;  that  he,  the  agent,  had  no  favors  to 
ask  of  the  traders  and  none  to  grant,  after  which  he,  the  said  agent, 
would  commence  to  pay  them  off,  calling  the  bands  in  rotation,  re- 
qnesting  that  all  the  chiefs  would  remain  during  the  payment ;  that 
at  the  payments  all  the  money  to  be  paid  them,  after  having  been 
counted  at  the  agency  office,  was  carried  generally  by  deponent  and 
Farmer  Haas  to  the  pay  table  in  the  school-house  ;  it  was  all  broaght 
in  a  box  containing  different  compartments  for  the  several  denomi* 
ations  of  coin,  and  all  exhibited  to  the  council  ;  and  that  they  were 
told  that  all  their  money  was  there,  and  that  they  were  at  liberty 
to  get  any  of  their  friends  to  count  it  and  see  that  it  was  correct; 
that  no  complaint  has  ever  been  made  to  deponent  by  Shomin 
and  Keshena  that  the  money  of  any  Indian  had  been  taken  from 
him  by  force,  nor  to  the  agent  through  him,  the  deponent. 

That  the  recollection  of  deponent  as  to  the  Cavert  order  given  by 
O-kama-sha  is  not  very  distinct;  hut  that  his  recollection  is  that 
O-kama-sha  came  to  the  agency  office  and  told  deponent  that  he 
could  not  stay  for  the  payment;  that  he  had  been  hired  by  some  white 
man;  that  he  wanted  his  money  to  be  paid  to  Cavert  if  he  was  not 
here  to  receive  it  himself;  that  deponent  told  him,  in  answer,  that  he 
would  tell  the  agent  of  his  request.     That  0-ka-ma  sha  went  out,  and 
immediately  afterwards  Cavert  came  into  the  office — deponent  does 
not  remember  if  O-ka-ma-sha  was  with  him — and  asked  if  he  had 
requested  that  his  money  should  be  paid  to  him,  Cavert;  that  deponent 
answered  that  he  had;  that  his,  the  deponent's,  impression  is,  bat 
he  will  not  be  certain,  that  he  came  back  with  Cavert  into  the  office 
with  the  order,  and  that  the  understanding  was  that  the  money  was 
to  be  paid  over  to  Cavert.     That  when  his,  O-ka-ma-sha's,  name  waa 
called,  during  payment,  from  the  roll  of  the  band  to  which  he  be- 
longed, it  was  announced  by  his  chief  that  he  was  absent;    that 
when  the  payment  of  those   present  had  been  completed,  and  the 
agent,  according  to  custom,  called  over  again  the  names  of  the  ab- 
sentees, it  was  announced  that  0-ka-ma-sba  was  then  present;  that 
the  agent  then  directed  the  chief  of  his  band  to  call   him  and  have 
him  brought  in;  that  he  came  in,  and  Mr.  Bonesteel  counted  oat  the 
money  that  was  due  to  him,  and  told  him  to  'Houch   the  pen;"  a* 
that  time  deponent  reminded  the  agent  that  there  was  an  order  in 
favor  of  Cavert,  which  0  ka-ma-sha  had  spoken  to  deponent  about 
befoie  he  went  off;  that  Mr.  Bonesteel  replied  that  he  was  very  glad 
deponent  had  reminded  him  of  it,  as  he  had  forgotten  all  about  it; 
that  Mr.  Bonesteel  then  looked  among  the  papers  before  him  and 
found  that  there  was  such  an  order,  and  stated  to  O-ka-ma-sha  the 
amount  of  the  order  and  to  say  if  it  was  right,  and  if  so,  to  '*  touch 
the  pen;"  that  he  then  *'  touched  the  pen;"  that  after  he  had  doue 
so  he,  Mr.  Bonesteel,  told  him  he  had  not  the  change,  but  that  if  be 
would  come  down  to  the  office  he  would  pay  him  the  balance  due  to 
him;  that  Mr.  Bonesteel  retained  the  amount  of  the  order  for  Mr. 
Cavert;  that  deponent  did  not  see  Cavert  in  the  council  house  at  that 
time;  that  O-ka-ma-sha  made  no  objection  when  Mr.  Bonesteel  ex- 
plained  it  to  him,  and  told  him,  **  \?  it  ^a^  t\o>cvV.,\.q  x^-ciMoJcv \.Vv^  ^^«u;" 
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for  the  lost  buoy  in  a  position  about  100  feet  from  that  previously 
occupied  by  the  latter. 

7th.  Within  the  last  year  about  two-thirds  of  the  upper  part  of  the 
pile  dam,  viz :  from  the  point  A  (see  chart  accompanying  my  inspec- 
tion report  of  December  last)  to  the  edge  of  the  marsh  above,  about 
1,500  feet  have  been  demolished.  The  lower  portion  of  the  dam,  from 
A  to  its  lower  end,  4,223  feet,  has  been  ruptured  in  no  less  than  six 
places  by  breaches  ranging  from  10  to  150  feet  in  width. 

Notwithstanding  the  occurrence  of  these  breaches^  the  structure 
which,  unimpaired,  contributed  to  check  the  current  through  the  old 
east  channel  mentioned  in  the  4th  item,  as  above,  and  evidently  occa- 
sioned the  accumulations  of  mud  in  its  wake,  thus  reducing  the  depth 
of  water  in  that  channel. 

8th.  Since  the  date  of  my  inspection  report  of  December  last^ 
nothing  has  been  done  towards  extending  the  pile  dam  or  forming  new 
ones  in  the  Southwest  Pass.  The  water  craft  and  other  apparatus 
employed  by  the  contractors  remain  as  then  reported.  In  March  last 
the  craft,  &c.,  just  mentioned,  were  removed  from  the  Southwest  Pass, 
and  are  now  employed  in  the  construction  of  a  pile  dam  in  Pass  i 
rOutre. 

9th.  The  craft  and  machinery  lately  introduced  into  the  Southwest 
Pass  for  the  purpose  of  deepening  and  widening  the  channel  consist 
of  a  large  steam  tug  called  the  "  Downs,"  formerly  employ^  as  a 
tow-boat,  one  mud  scow,  one  yawl,  and  one  skiff. 

The  machinery,  exclusive  of  the  steam-engine,  boilers,  &c.,  belong- 
ing to  the  boat,  consists  of  two  cast  iron  harrows,  with  scrapers,  (one 
of  which  has  been  lost  in  the  pass,  in  consequence  of  the  breaking  of 
the  chains  with  which  it  was  manoeuvred,)  one  set  of  dredging  appa- 
ratus, consisting  of  two  semicircular  buckets  of  a  capacity  to  contain 
three  cubic  yards  in  both,  together  with  a  large  beam  to  which  the 
buckets  are  attached,  chains  and  other  tackle,  anchors,  &c.,  adapted 
to  the  working  of  the  boat  and  machinery. 

When  in  fair  and  full  operation,  the  buckets  are  lifted  to  the  surface 
of  the  water,  charged  to  overflowing  with  compact  mud  scooped  from 
the  mud  lumps  at  the  bottom  of  the  channel. 

The  excavated  mud  is  so  compact  and  adhesive  that  it  will  often  re- 
main in  the  buckets,  even  with  their  discharging  hatches  open,  till 
they  rise  to  the  surface  of  the  water.  The  dredging  done  in  this  way, 
all  things  being  favorable,  amounts  to  three  cubic  yards  in  six  ho  eight 
minutes,  or  about  25^  cubic  yards  per  hour. 

10th.  Navigable  currents  leading  across  the  bar,  and  especially  their 
great  rapidity  during  the  lower  stages  of  the  tide,  render  it  extremely 
difficul  tto  guide  a  steamer,  or  even  a  yawl,  to  the  points  where  dredg- 
ing is  required.  The  successive  steps  to  be  taken  in  prosecuting  the 
work  of  dredging,  are:  1st,  to  discover  the  point,  position,  or  mud 
lamp  at  which  dredging  must  be  done ;  2d,  to  anchor  the  dredge-boat 
at  a  proper  distance  above  the  place  to  be  dredged,  with  a  length  of 
cable  sufficient  to  allow  the  boat  to  drop  below  the  place  ;  3d,  to  dredge 
upon  or  against  the  current  till  the  dredge  buc\Le\.f^  ^tq  4^<^\  ^\A 
lastljr,  to  drop  below  the  place  and  empty  the  WcVeVAm  ftkfe^^  ^^\«t. 

lltb.  The  following  manner  of  operations  Yiaa  \>eexi  ^cpoiai  ^^«J^1 
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That  he,  deponent,  in  the  summer  of  1859,  had  freqnent  occasion 
to  see  the  fields  of  the  Menomonees  on  the  reserve  in  his  visits  to  their 
lodges;  that  the  crops  in  their  fields^  (corn,  wheat,  potatoes,  and 
pumpkins,)  looked  very  promising  until  the  first  frost  which  occurred; 
after  which  deponent  went  round  and  looked  at  the  fields,  and  that 
the  prospect  of  their  crops  looked  very  discourap;ing;  that  deponent, 
at  the  suggestion  of  Haas,  the  farmer,  advised  the  Indians  to  clip  off 
the  leaves  of  the  corn  which  had  been  frost-bitten;  that  a  good  many 
of  them  followed  the  advice,  and  the  corn,  though  retarded,  began  to 
have  a  good  appearance  again;  sometime  after,  when  the  Indians 
began  to  pick  oflf  the  young  roasting  ears,  another  frost,  a  pretty 
severe  one,  occurred,  that  destroyed  the  corn,  with  very  few  excep- 
tions; that  most  of  the  Indians  complained  th&t  the  frost  had  ruined 
their  fields;  that  deponent  was  round  in  a  good  many  places  when 
the  Indians  were  picking  and  husking  their  corn,  and  that  some  of  it 
looked  as  if  it  were  unfit  to  eat;  that  ^Mt  was  all  shrivelled  up;" 
that  a  good  many  of  them  "  made  sweet  corn  of  it "  by  cutting  it  off 
the  cob,  after  cooking  it,  which  did  better  for  use  than  that  which 
was  left  standing  to  ripen;  that  after  the  last  frost  the  tops  of  the 
potatoes  were  all  down,  as  if  they  were  ripe;  **  they  were  withered  in 
most  instances;"  that  the  consequence  was,  that  the  potatoes  were 
very  small  and  not  ripe;  deponent  cannot  tell  what  proportion  of 
their  potato  crop  was  spoiled;  it  was  a  general  complaint  among  the 
Indians;  that  some  of  the  rye  was  also  injured,  at  which  he  was  sur- 
prised, as  he  did  not  think  the  frost  could  injure  the  rye;  that  depo- 
nent has  never  known  rye  sown  in  the  fall  injured  by  the  frost  before; 
that  the  spring  wheat  was  not  injured — there  wm  a  very  fair  crop; 
that  the  crop  of  potatoes  on  the  Central  Farm  was  rather  poor;  it  was 
injured  by  the  frost,  and  were  rather  small;  that  deponent  did  not 
examine  the  corn  in  the  Central  Farm,  but  that  in  passing  by  he 
observed  that  the  corn  had  been  struck  by  the  frost  so  as  to  give  the 
appearance  of  its  being  thoroughly  ripe;  that  deponent  saw  the  corn 
after  it  was  gathered  ifrom  the  Central  Farm  and  taken  to  the  barn, 
and  saw  persons  employed  in  the  barn  husking  it,  and  saw,  from 
piles  of  husked  corn,  that  it  was  a  very  poor  lot,  and  very  much 
injured  by  the  frost;  that  deponent  pressed  some  of  the  grains  be- 
tween his  fingers,  and  that  there  was  milk  in  them,  and  not  ripe; 
that  the  reason  why  his  attention  was  frequently  called  to  the  sub- 
ject was,  that  Mr.  Haas  was  absent;  and  while  the  young  men  hired 
for  the  purpose  of  husking  the  corn  in  the  barn^  he  observed  them 
wrestling  instead  of  working,  and  he  frequently  went  to  the  barn  to 
insist  upon  their  working  instead  of  playing. 

That  deponent  does  not  remember  any  complaints  of  the  corn  and 
potato  crop  of  the  summer  of  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-eight,  nor 
of  the  rye  ;  but  that  the  wheat  *'  did  not  do  well." 

That  some  time  after  harvest,  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty* 
eight,  Mr.  Haas  took  some  wheat  and  rye,  raised  on  the  Central  Farni, 
to  the  mill  and  had  it  ground.  That  some  of  the  flour  made  from  it 
was  given  to  the  principal  chiefs,  as  a  specimen  of  the  flour  made  at 
their  own  mill;  the  remainder  was  distributed  amongst  the  poor  of 
the  tribe — ^some  of  it  at  the  m\\\,  aTid\>[ie  t^%\.  ^XW^'^wcehouse;  a  por- 
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contract,  viz :  the  opening  of  the  channel,  that  this  latter  instalment 
may  also  be  paid  without  detriment  to  the  United  States. 
"  Respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

"S.  H.  LONa, 
"  Lieut.  Cd.  Topographical  Engineers, 
"  Colonel  J.  J.  Abert, 

"  Chief  Topographical  Engineers y  Washington,  D.  0. 

"  P.  S. — It  is  expected  that  the  work  under  the  first  branch  of  the 
contract  for  the  Southwest  Pass,  relating  to  the  opening  of  the  channel 
in  this  pass,  will  be  ready  for  final  inspection  in  the  course  of  a  few 
weeks,  the  weather  continuing  favorable. 

^^8.  H.  LONG,  U.S.A." 

The  mud  lumps,  which  are  the  most  serious  and  formidable  obstruc- 
tions in  the  way  of  navigation,  invariably  rise  and  present  themselves 
at  or  above  the  surface  of  the  water,  along  the  crest  of  the  tidal  bar, 
or  between  the  crest  and  the  open  Gulf.     In  consequence,  the  outflow 
of  the  Mississippi  passes  off  through  the  openings  between  the  lumps 
in  greater  or  less  volumes,  according  to  the  width  and  depth  of  the 
openings.     Hence,  the  multiplicity  of  the  passes  through  which  the 
waters  of  the  Mississippi  are  discharged.     The  lumps  are  commenced, 
and   continue  to   rise,  so  long  as  the  water,  gases,  &c.,  confined 
beneath  their  crusts  or  coverings  retain  a  specific  gravity  less  than 
that  of  the  water  by  which  they  are  surrounded,  and  emit  salt  water, 
fine  mod,  gases,  &c.,  at  their  summits,  till  the  supplies  of  these  light 
and  levigated  materials  are  exhausted  ;  after  which  the  lumps  gradu- 
ally subside,  and  become  components,  in  part,  of  the  marshy  ground 
through  which  the  several  passes  convey  their  water. 

By  cutting  away  the  summits  of  these  lumps,  and  reducing  the 
thickness  of  their  crusty  coverings,  the  discharge  of  their  light  materials 
and  the  reduction  of  their  substance  are  materially  accelerated.  The 
process  of  blasting  with  heavy  charges  of  gunpowder  (50  to  150  or 
200  pounds  to  the  charge)  has  been  tried,  and  the  result  produced  has 

t roved  satisfactory.  A  torpedo,  charged  with  fifty  pounds  of  powder, 
as  been  exploded  at  a  formidable  mud  lump  on  the  easterly  side  of 
the  channel,  near  the  margin  of  the  Gulf,  which,  after  reducing  the 
l^p,  occasioned  a  copious  and  violent  ebullition  of  gases,  &c. ,  which 
continued  at  least  twenty  minutes  from  and  after  the  explosion. 

The  experiment,  as  above,  would  have  been  repeated,  but  the  unfa- 
vorable state  of  the  weather  and  other  untoward  circumstances  have 
prevented  the  repetition.  This  mode  of  operating  upon  the  mud  lumps, 
ftnd  upon  the  hard  bars,  not  only  of  the  Southwest  Pass,  but  upon 
those  of  Pass  k  T Outre,  is  intended  to  be  introduced  generally,  and  is 
relied  upon  as  the  most  effectual  and  economical  means  of  removing 
the  obstructions  occasioned  by  impediments  of  this  sort. 

The  examinations  of  the  Southwest  Pass  were  conducted  by  the  aid 
of  numerous  line  soundings,  in  the  direction  and  within  the  limits  of 
the  proposed  new  channel;  and  still  many  more  T«widiO\EL  %ov«kdIvck%^ 
Were  made  within  and  at  the  /Slides  of  the  aame  c\iaunL^«    ^\i^  ^o\wA- 
^ogs  were  as  follows,  viz :  On  the  7th  of  May  two  Wii'ea  ^«t^  %wmA^^ 
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been  taken  from  it  and  not  be  observed  by  him  as  a  deficiency  whea 
he  saw  it  again  at  the  warehouse.  To  the  best  of  the  belief  of  deponent 
the  beef  left  undistributed  at  the  barn  was  a  hind  quarter  ;  when  he 
saw  the  beef  in  the  warehouse  it  was  cut  up,  and  a  part  of  it  in  the 
pork  brine.  The  meat  of  these  oxen  was  very  poor  ;  that  deponent 
does  not  know  what  was  done  with  the  hides  ;  there  were  some  in  the 
warehouse,  but  does  not  know  whether  they  were  the  hides  of  these 
oxen  ;  he  believes  there  is  one  hide  jet  in  the  warehouse. 

That  wood  has  been  brought  to  deponent's  house.  That  the  Indians 
constantly  come  into  the  oflBce  of  the  agency  and  remain  around  the 
office  stove — more  or  less  of  them  every  day— and  the  deponent  did 
not  think  it  his  duty  to  turnish  from  his  salary  wood  for  the  office, 
under  such  circumstances  ;  that  he  therefore  requested  Mr.  Haas  to 
furnish  wood  for  the  office,  which  Haas  did,  as  he  presumes,  as  wood 
was  brought  to  the  office,  as  he  thinks,  by  his,  Haas's,  authority. 
That  it  was  the  habit  of  such  Indians  who  came  from  a  distance  to 
ask  permission  to  sleep  in  the  office,  and  would  burn  the  wood  all 
night.  The  amount  of  wood  brought  to  the  agency  office  this  year  by 
order  of  Haas  at  a  luU  estimate  would  not  exceed  six  or  seven  cords. 
That  deponent  bought  his  wood  for  the  use  of  his  family.  When  Mr. 
Bonesteel  comes  to  make  payments,  or  do  the  business  of  the  Indians, 
wood  has  been  drawn  to  the  office  for  his  use.  This  is  to  be  excluded 
in  the  amount  of  wood  brouglit  to  the  office  as  above  estimated. 

That  the  deponent  distributed  the  seed  wheat  sent  up  for  the  Indians 
by  the  agent,  Mr.  Bonesteel,  last  spring ;  that  after  the  distribution, 
and  the  time  of  planting  was  past,  the  seed  that  was  scattered  on  the 
floor  of  the  granary  was  swf  pt  together  ;  that  the  quantity  so  swept 
together  was  about  three  bushels  ;  that  of  this  about  two-thirds  of  » 
half  bushel,  including  the  dirt,  was  brought  by  Mr.  Porlier,  the  em- 
ploy 6  of  deponent,  to  him,  from  Mr  Haas,  to  feed  his,  deponent's, 
chickens. 

That  the  flour  made  from  the  wheat  raised  on  the  Central  Farm,and 
the  rye  flour  also,  has  been  divided  amongst  the  poor,  and  the  pota- 
toes distributed  ibr  seed  to  each  band  last  year.  That  the  estimate 
made  lor  dibtribution  to  the  eleven  bands  of  Indians  was  three  hundred 
bushels.  Mr.  Haas  measured  them,  and  deponent  kept  count.  That 
fifty  bushels  remained  after  the  distribution,  and  this  remainder  was 

Eroportionably  divided  amongst  the  bands.  That  of  these  potatoes  Mr. 
laas  could  not  have  taken  any  away  to  his  own  house  without  the 
knowledge  of  deponent.  That  deponent  and  Haas  had  potatoes  of 
their  own  raising  in  a  heparate  place  in  the  same  root-house  in  which 
the  potatoes  raised  for  the  Indians  were  kept. 

That  deponent  knows  Herman  Nabor,  of  Shawano ;  that  he  is  » 
grocery  and  provision  dealer.  That  deponent  went  to  Shawano,  to 
the  store  of  said  Nabor,  a  year  ago  last  March,  with  the  intention  of 
buying  some  pork ;  that  deponent  did  not  buy,  because  the  pork  offered 
to  him  was  not,  in  his  opinion,  fit  to  eat ;  deponent  examined  seven 
barrels,  and  that  the  pork  was  very  lean  and  poor,  and  not  fit  to  fry 
with  iresh  provisions,  for  which  he  wanted  it.  That  Mr.  Nabor  was 
in  the  store;  that  deponent  inquired  the  price  per  pound,  and  was 
toM  it  was  one  shilling  per  pound.    1Via\.  ^^^^^i^xA,  \i^\v.^\^t  flour  of 


CASE   OP  A.   D    BONESTEEL.  117 

Mr.  Cavert  in  the  latter  part  of  the  month  of  Febrnary,  eighteen 
aundred  and  fifty- nine,  for  which  said  Cavert  charged  deponent  at 
least  four  dollars  per  hundred  jiounds ;  deponent  bought  one  or  two 
jacks  of  flour.  That  deponent  bouj^jht  pork  of  said  Cavert  in  March, 
bethinks,  of  the  same  year,  for  which  he  was  char«:ed  fifteen  cents 
per  pound,  though  Cavert  stated  to  deponent  that  his  usual  selling 
price  was  sixteen  cents  per  pound.  That  towards  the  latter  part  of 
April,  in  the  same  year,  he,  deponent,  paid  Cavert  sixteen  cents  per 
poand  for  pork. 

That  after  Agent  Bonesteel  had  completed  the  annuity  payment  to 
the  Indians  in  1&68,  and  after  he  (tht;  deponent)  and  the  said  agent 
had  left  the  council  house  where  the  payment  had  been  made,  Mr. 
Bonesteel  said  to  deponent  that  he  had  not  reminded  him  to  ask  the 
Indians,  as  he  had  requested  him  to  do,  whether  they  wanted  any 
provisions  or  not ;  that  thereupon  he  and  the  said  agent  went  imme- 
diately back  to  the  school-house,  where  the  Indians  still  remained; 
that  the  said  agent  then  instructed  deponent  to  ask  the  Indians  whe- 
ther they  wanted  any  provisions  or  not,  and  if  they  did  want  any,  to 
Bay  for  what  amount  and  at  what  time  they  wanted  tuem  ;  that,  after 
a  little  consultation  amongst  themselves,  one  of  the  chiefs  replied  that 
they  would  let  their  agent  know  before  he  left  Keshena ;  that  Mr. 
Bonesteel  requested  deponent  to  tell  them  to  take  their  time,  and  not 
to  hurry  themselves,  but  to  tell  him  before  he  left  Keshena,  and  that 
he  de<iired  that  they  should  be  unanimous  in  their  request ;  that  the 
Indians  then  asked  Mr.  Bonesteel  how  long  he  intended  to  remain  ; 
that  he  told  them  the  time  he  would  remain,  but  how  long  deponent 
does  not  remember.  The  Indians  then  said  they  would  give  him  (the 
agent)  an  answer  next  day.  That  he  (the  deponent)  interpreted  be- 
tween the  Indians,  as  he  has  above  stated  ;  that  the  next  day — depo- 
nent thinks  it  was  the  next  day — the  Indian  chiefs  assembled  at  the 
agency  office,  and  the  agent  (Mr.  Bonesteel)  came  into  the  part  of  the 
agency  house  occupied  by  deponent  and  his  family,  and  asked  him 
(deponent)  to  come  into  the  office,  saying  that  the  chiefs  were  all  as- 
sembled there,  and  he  desired  deponent  to  see  what  they  wanted  ;  that 
deponent  went  with  the  said  agent  into  the  office,  who  told  him  to 
ask  the  chiefs  if  they  had  any  business  with  him  ;  that  they  answered 
'J yes;*'  that  they  had  come  to  give  him  an  answer  about  the  provi- 
sions. Mr.  Bonesteel  then  asked  them  if  they  wanted  that  he  should 
go  to  the  school-house ;  that  they  (the  chiefs)  answered  that  it  was 
'^ot  necessary,  as  all  the  chiefs  were  present  except  Keshena ;  that 
Keshena  was  sent  for  and  came  to  the  office  ;  that,  after  Keshena  came, 
they  consulted  some  time  amongst  themselves,  and  that  Mr.  Bone- 
steel asked  them  if  they  had  agreed  upon  the  amount  they  wanted 
'Xpended  in  provisions  ;  that  Shononee  was  the  first  one  that  spoke, 
ind  said  that  they  wanted  '*  five  boxes  of  money  worth  of  provisions'' — 
Cleaning  five  thousand  dollars — and  that  they  wanted  some  of  the 
Provisions  to  take  to  their  sugar  camps,  and  some  whea  they  came 
)ack  from  their  sugar  camps ;  that  Mr.  Bonesteel  then  asked  them 
whether  that  was  the  amount  that  they  had  agreed  uipoxi,  «b\i4.  \»V^\. 
ihononee  answered  that  be  was  authorized  to  speak  \ot  \.\v^  t%%X.^  «i.^^ 
hai  was  the  amount  they  had  agreed  upon  \  that  tYiex^  ^^e^^  ^^  ^'^^ 
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there  who  made  any  objection  to  it  in  his  hearing  that  deponent  saw. 
Mr.  Bonesteel  made  a  memorandum  of  their  request^  and  asked  them 
if  that  was  all  they  had  to  say  ;  after  which  they  left  the  oflSce.  That 
the  first  time  deponent  heard  Irom  any  of  the  Indians  that  they  had 
sent  for  three  thousand  dollars  worth  of  provisions,  instead  of  five 
thou8and,  was  just  belore  the  delep:ation  went  to  Washington;  that 
this  was  about  a  year  after  the  provisions  had  been  distributed.  That 
the  first  lot  of  these  provisions  arrived  at  the  agency  about  the  middle 
of  February,  and  that  they  did  not  all  arrive  until  two  or  three  weekfl 
afterwards ;  that  deponent  thinks  that  the  corn  which  constituted  a 
part  of  these  provisions  arrived  among  the  first  of  them  ;  that  this 
corn  overrun  one  hundred  and  fifty  bushels  by  measurement  made  by 
deponent  himself;  that  this  corn  was  distributed  before  the  rest  ot  the 
provisions,  just  after  it  arrived  ;  that  the  rest  of  the  provisions  were 
pork  and  flour— one  hundred  barrels  of  pork  and  four  hundred  sacks 
of  flour  ;  that  the  pork  and  flour  were  distributed,  as  deponent  thinks, 
in  the  beginning  of  March.  Some  of  the  Indians  had  gone  to  their 
sugar  camps,  and  some  were  just  moving  to  them.  That  these  pro- 
visions were  distributed  to  each  band  in  proportion  to  the  number  of 
persons  in  each  ;  the  proportion  of  each  band  was  delivered  to  its  re- 
spective chief ;  that  before  these  provisions  were  distributed,  he,  (the 
deponent,)  under  instructions  from  Agent  Bonesteel,  inquired  of  the 
Indians  whether  a  portion  should  be  kept  back  for  distribution  during 
the  spring,  when  they  should  come  out  of  the  *^  sugar  bush,"  prepara- 
tory to  planting ;  that  he  (the  deponent)  called  the  chiefs  together 
into  the  agency  office,  and  took  out  the  letter  of  instructions  irom 
Agent  Bonesteel,  and  explained  to  them  its  ct»ntents,  which  were  that 
they  should  receive  then  fifty  barrels  of  pork  and  two  hundred  sacks 
ot  flour,  and  that  the  remaining  fifty  barrels  of  pork  and  two  hundred 
sacks  of  flour  should  be  distributed  when  they  came  out  of  the  sugar 
bush  ;  and  that  it  further  instructed  him  to  urge  t!iem  to  conseutto 
this,  but  that,  if  they  would  not  consent,  that  he  (deponent)  was  in- 
structed by  said  letter  to  give  them  the  whole  of  the  provisions,  if  they 
insisted  upon  it,  and  that  it  instructed  him  also  to  take  a  receipt  from 
them  for  the  provisions  distributed  to  them. 

And  deponent  further  saith  that,  in  answer  thereto,  the  chiefs,  so 
assembled  as  aforesaid,  replied  that  they  were  ready  to  give  a  receipt 
to  him,  said  deponent,  tor  all  the  provisions,  including  the  corn 
already  distributed,  but  that  they  wanted  the  whole  of  them  ;  that 
deponent  then  touk  the  chiefs  down  to  the  warehouse  and  told  them 
to  count  the  sacks  of  flour  and  barrels  of  pork,  to  satisfy  themseWej 
before  they  signed  the  receipt  for  them  ;  that  the  chiefs  then  selected 
some  of  their  young  men  to  count  them  ;  that  deponent  went  in  with 
those  selected  to  count  them,  and  counted  them  with  the  young  meni 
and  that  after  having  counted  them,  they,  the  young  men,  reported  to 
their  chiefs  that  there  weie  four  hundred  sacks  of  flour  and  oi.e  hundred 
barrels  of  pork,  as  deponent  had  before  stated  to  them,  the  chiefs; 
that  the  deponent  then  took  the  chiefs  into  the  upper  story  of  the  ware- 
house and  told  them  there  were  two  hundred  and  ten  bushels  of  seed 
wheat,  which  he,  deponent,  exhibited  to  them,  which  he,  deponent, 
wanted  included  in  the  same  receipt  they  gave  him  for  the  provisions; 
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that  there  was  a  half  bushel  measure,  and  that  they  might  measure 
it  for  themselves  ;  that  the  said  chiefs  replied  that  they  were  satisfied 
that  there  was  that  much,  and  did  not  want  to  measure  it ;  that  before 
deponent  issued  the  provisions  he  took  the  chiefs  to  the  agency  office 
and  told  them  that  he  wanted  a  receipt  for  the  four  hundred  sacks 
of  flour,  one  hundred  barrels  of  pork,  two  hundred  and  ten  bushels 
seed  wheat,  and  the  one  hundred  and  fifty  bushels  of  corn  already 
distributed  to  them,  and  that  the  said  chiefs  signed  a  receipt  therefor, 
witnessed  by  several  white  persons  then  present;  that  immediately 
after  their  signing  said  receipt,  he,  the  deponent,  went  with  them  back 
to  the  warehouse  and  distributed  to  them  in  the  manner  above  herein 
mentioned,  as  customary,  all  the  pork  and  flour  ;  that  the  seed  wheat 
was  distributed  to  them  in  the  spring  after  they  came  out  of  the 
sugar  bush  ;  that  the  reason  deponent  assigned  to  the  chiefs  for  wish- 
ing them  to  sign  the  receipt  for  the  provisions  before  the  distribution 
was,  that  they  would,  alter  the  distribution,  be  scattered,  and  he 
could  not  get  their  marks  or  signatures  thereto;  that  the  pork  which 
constituted  a  part  of  their  provisions  was  of  the  very  bcst  quality  ;  in 
Bome  of  the  barrels  the  pork  had  no  bones  with  it ;  it  was  mess  pork 
of  the  best  quality  ;  that  the  Indians  declared  that  it  was  the  best  lot 
of  pork  that  they  had  received  ;  that  he  cannot  tell  whether  the  flour 
was  made  from  winter  wheat,  as  he  does  not  know  how  to  distinguish 
it;  that  the  price  of  transportation  from  Oshkosh   to  Shawano  on 
sleds  in  the  winter  is  one  dollar  per  hundred  pounds,  as  deponent 
knows   from    having   paid   that   price   himself;    that  he,  deponent, 
knows  Mr.  Leach,  the  miller  for  the  Menomonees;  has  been  acquainted 
with  him  during  the  whole  period  of  the  term  of  office  of  Mr.  Bone- 
steel;  that  he,  deponent,  has  visited  the  mill  at  different  times,  when 
Leach  has  been  at  work  in  the  grist-mill,  and  when  he  has  been  at 
Work  in  the  saw-mill ;  when  in  the  grist-mill  he  made  good  flour  ; 
saw  Leach  at  work  in  the  saw-mill ;  deponent  is  no  judge  of  a  mill, 
but  knows  that  the  lumber  was  good  ;  that  deponent  had  had  conver- 
sation about  Leach's  work  last  summer,  after  harvest,  with  Carrow  and 
Keshena  ;  that  the  way  the  conversation  came  about  was,  that  depo- 
pent  had  employed  Andrews  to  **  fix  the  stones,"  he,  Leach,  having 
informed  him  that  the  stones  were  in  such  bad  order  that  it  required 
*  man  who  understood  it  thoroughly  ;  that  upon  this  statement  of 
I^each,  he,  deponent,   employed   Andrews,  who,  he   was   informed, 
Understood  building  grist-mills,   to  come  up  and  dress  the  stones  ; 
^hat  after  he  had  dressed  them,  deponent  got  Andrews  to  start  the 
^ill,  and  show  Carrow  and  Keshena  what  sort  of  flour  they  made  ; 
parrow  and  Keshena  looked  at  the  flour,  but  made  no  comment  upon 
It;  deponent  then  took  Carrow  up  stairs  to  show  him  the  *'  bolt,'*  and 
^old  him  that  he,  deponent,  thought  that  Mr.  Leach  had  been  a  little 
negligent  in  allowing  the  mice  to  cut  it,  and  told  him  how  much  it 
Cost  to  repair  it,  to  which  Carrow  replied,  *'  that  the  mice  were  very 
luischievous  little  animals,  and  that  you  could  not  hide  anything  from 
them,"  or  words  to  that  effect ;  that  some  time  afterwards  deponent 
Was  again  at  the  mill  when  Mr.  Leach  was  grinding  ;  that  besides 
Carrow  and  Keshena,  there  were  a  good  many  other  Indians  in  the  mill ; 
that  Joseph  Carrow,  the  son  of  the  chief,  then  prefteut^;w«^ii  ^xjXXiv^^ 
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made  have  been  inserted,  as  nearly  as  practicable,  in  a  manoerto 
coincide  with  the  soundings  of  the  current  months,  which  have  been 
selected  from  four  distinct  times  of  soi^ndings. 

The  main  channel  trends  downwards  in  a  direction  about  south  85^ 
west,  by  the  compass.  That  portion  of  it  requiring  improYement 
passes  over  a  broad  shoal,  on  which  the  present  depth  of  water  is 
nowhere  less  than  15  feet,  except  on  a  spit  or  sort  of  middle  gronnd 
of  considerable  size,  the  head  of  which  is  about  100  yards  from  the 
Gulf,  and  on  which  the  depth,  in  places^  does  not  exceed  12  feet.  The 
chanuel  to  be  improved  may  pass  either  on  the  northerly  or  southerly 
side  of  the  spit  without  materially  affecting  the  course  above  given, 
or  it  may  pass  through  the  spit,  should  the  contractors^  on  a  carefnl 
examination,  prefer  to  open  the  channel  bv  this  route.  As  before  in- 
timated, the  distance  through  which,  under  existing  circumstances, 
the  opening  of  the  channel  must  be  carried,  is  about  half  a  mile.  The 
excavations  required,  therefore,  will  amount  to  about  50,000  cubic 
yards.  Hence,  the  work  remaining  to  be  done  in  this  pass,  under 
the  modified  contract,  will  undoubtedly  occupy  a  much  longer  period 
than  that  allowed  for  its  fulfilment. 

The  head  of  the  channel  to  be  opened  commences  about  600  yards 
below  the  light-house,  and  extends  downward  across  the  tidal  bar  to 
the  deep  water  of  the  Gulf,  through  a  distance  of  1^  mile,  as  above 
stated.  Between  the  light-house  and  the  head  of  the  new  channel, 
or  commencement  of  the  tidal  bar,  the  old  channel  is  some  8  or  9  hun- 
dred feet  wide^  and  has  a  depth  everywhere  exceeding  18  feet. 

From  this  point  downwara  the  volume  of  water  from  above  spreads 
over  a  broad  shoal,  including  the  Middle  Ground,  before  noticed,  (on 
which  last  the  depth  is  only  18  feet,^  and  passes  off  to  the  Gulf  with 
the  depths  indicated  by  the  soundings  recorded  in  the  table  for  the 
month  of  May. 

Early  in  April  last  Messrs.  Craig  &  Rightor  commenced  the 
formation  of  a  pile  dam  at  a  point  about  120  vards  below  the  lights 
house,  and  had  extended  it,  at  the  time  of  my  late  inspection,  on  the 
17th  instant,  through  a  distance  of  one  hundred  yards.  Its  directioa 
is  about  south  70^  east,  converging  towards  the  main  channel  at  itd 
mouth. 

The  examination  of  this  pass  was  repeated  on  the  27th  instant,  and 
line  soundings  were  again  made  in  four  distinct  series,  mostly  within 
or  near  the  route  contemplated  for  the  new  channel.  From  these 
soundings,  and  from  those  also  made  on  the  17th  instant  in  the  same 
pass,  the  following  synopsis  is  prepared,  from  which  it  may  be  per- 
ceived that  some  improvement  has  taken  place  in  the  capacity  of  the 
channel  within  the  ten  days  elapsed,  as  aoove. 

Abstract  of  soundings  made  in  Pass  a  V  Outre  on  the  1*1  th  and  27th  May. 

May  17,  1858.— 18,  18,  17,  17,  17,  17,  17,  18,  16,  17,  18,  17, 17, 

16,  17,  17,  17,  17,  16.  15,  15,  16,  16. 

May  27,  1858.— 19,  18,  18,  17,  18,  18,  17,  18,  17,  17,  17,  16,  17, 

17,  17,  17,  17, 17, 17,  17, 17, 17, 17. 

May  17,  1858.-16,  15,  16,  17,  16,  16,  16,  15,  16,  17,  17,  16,  16, 
16,  15,  16,  16,  17, 16,  16,  15,  15. 
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May  27,  1858.— 16,  15,  16,  17,  17, 17, 17,  15,  16, 17, 17,  16,  16, 
16,  16,  17,  17,  16,  17,  15,  16. 

May  17,  1858.— 18,  16,  18,  19,  18,  19,  19,  23,  24. 

May  27,  1868.— 17,  16,  18,  18,  18,  18,  19,  21,  23. 

The  work  done  on  the  dam  since  the  17th  instant  consists  merely 
n  the  repairing  of  a  breach  formed  at  the  head  of  the  dam  more  than 
100  feet  in  extent.  On  the  27th  the  breach  appeared  to  have  been 
thoroughly  repaired,  and  the  contractors  were  about  to  engage  in  the 
iirther  extension  of  the  dam. 

In  order  to  expedite  the  opening  of  the  channel,  the  contractors 
propose  to  adopt  the  method  of  blasting  by  the  use  of  torpedoes 
[barged  with  gunpowder.  In  this  way  they  will  be  likely  to  accom- 
plish the  object  more  effectually  and  economically  than  by  persevering 
in  the  construction  of  pile  dams,  the  utility  and  especially  the  stability 
3f  which  are  questions  not  yet  satisfactorily  answered. 

Agreeably  to  the  statements  of  the  contractors,  the  materials  they 
now  have  on  hand  ready  for  use  consist  of  500  square  piles,  118,000 
superficial  feet  of  plank  pilings,  and  5,000  pounds  of  iron,  in  bolts 
EiBd  bars. 

Their  large  pile  boat,  "Fanny  Fern,"  has  been  lying  by  for  repairs 
in  the  Southwest  Pass  for  more  than  two  weeks,  and  still  remained 
unemployed  on  the  28th  instant.  In  the  meantime  their  smaller  pile 
boat,  the  *'  Little  Fanny,"  has  been  daily  employed  in  repairing  the 
breach  in  the  dam. 

On  the  31st  instant  I  received  a  communication  from  Messrs.  Craig 
&  Bightor,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy : 

"  New  Orleans,  May  31,  1858. 

"  Dear  Bir  :  In  consequence  of  all  our  energies  having  been  di- 
rected to  opening  of  the  Southwest  Pass,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Missis- 
sippi river,  we  have  not  progressed  with  the  work  at  Pass  &  T Outre 
as  we  confidently  expected ;  and  as  the  time  of  contract  for  the  Pass 
ii  rOatre  will  expire  on  the  1st  July  next,  we  have  made  application 
to  the  War  Department  for  an  extension  of  the  time  of  said  contract 
imtil  1st  of  June,  1859,  confidently  believing  that  we  will  be  enabled 
to  finish  the  work  at  an  earlier  date. 

''We  will  be  glad  to  know  whether  the  extension  asked  for  by  us 
meets  your  approval. 

*•  Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

"  CRAIG  &  BIGHTOR. 

•'Col.  Long." 

My  answer  to  the  foregoing  communication  is  as  follows : 

''New  Orleans,  May  31,  1858. 

''Gentlemen  :  I  am  in  receipt  of  your  application  of  this  date  for 
ft  further  extension  of  the  period  of  your  modified  contract  for  the  re- 
iQoval  of  obstructions  from  the  channel  across  the  tidal  bar  at  the 
month  of  Pass  i  TOutre  irom  the  1st  of  July  next  to  the  1st  of  June, 
1869. 
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since  that  time  that  they  began  to  mistrust  that  he  did  not  write  the 
letter  he  had  promised. 

That  he,  deponent,  is  acquainted  with  the  circumstances  under 
which  George  Cown,  the  Indian  trader,  received  lumber  from  the 
Menomonee  saw-mill,  a  year  ago  last  summer ;  that  at  the  request 
of  the  chiefs,  during  the  building  of  their  church,  they  wanted  to  sell 
Mr.  Cown  lumber,  in  order  to  buy  materials,  their  money  being  ex- 
pended ;  that  Mr.  Cown  agreed  to  pay  them  for  it  at  the  next  annuity 
payment ;  that  thereupon  this  deponent  told  the  chiefs  that  he  could 
buy  the  articles  they  wanted  on  his  own  credit  at  New  London,  it  Mr. 
Cown  would  pay  tor  the  lumber  at  the  time  he  had  told  them  ;  that 
Mr.  Cown  told  deponent  that  he  would  be  punctual  in  the  payment; 
that  thereupon  the  deponent  bought  upon  his  own  credit  at  New 
London  such  materials  as  could  not  be  obtained  in  the  neighborhood, 
and  of  which  they  gave  him  a  memorandum ;  that  Mr.  Cown  re- 
ceived from  the  mill,  under  this  arrangement,  two  or  three  thousand 
ieet  of  lumber,  for  which  Cown  paid  deponent  punctually,  as  he  had 
promised,  at  the  rate  of  ten  dollars  per  thousand  feet;  that  the  diflFer- 
ence  in  the  amount  of  the  bill  tor  the  articles  obtained  for  the  church 
and  the  amount  received  for  the  lumber  from  Mr.  Cown  deponent  ex- 
pended for  the  Indians  in  the  purchase  of  provisions  for  the  hands  em- 
ployed un  the  church,  and  paying  their  wages.  That  this  was  all 
the  lumber  Mr.  Cown  received  belonging  to  the  Indians  from  the 
Menomonee  mills. 

That  the  deponent  knows  no  general  reason  why  the  houses  unfin- 
ished on  the  Menomonee  reserve  remain  so  ;  that  he,  deponent,  is 
charged  by  the  agent  with  the  distribution  of  the  lumber  manufac- 
tured at  the  Menomonee  mill,  by  orders  on  Mr.  Leach,  and  that  he, 
deponent,  does  not  remember  that  at  any  time  he  has  refused  lumber 
to  the  Indians  when  there  was  any  at  the  mill ;  that  in  the  judgment 
of  deponent  the  amount  of  the  lumber  at  the  mill,  when  it  stopped  last 
fall,  was  from  eight  to  ten  thousand  feet;  that  at  the  visit  of  the 
deponent  to  the  mill  this  spring  tiiere  were,  he  thinks,  about  fifteen 
hundred  feet  of  lumber  at  the  mill. 

That  at  the  council  at  which  applications  were  madn  by  Indians 
for  services  in  the  Black  Hawk  war,  the  agent  throui^h  him,  the  in- 
terpreter, inquired  whether  the  applicant  was  a  widow  or  an  heir, 
and  were  told  the  number  of  witnesses  which  were  required,  and  that 
a  guardian  was  necessary  in  the  case  of  a  minor  child  ;  that  the  In- 
dians would  name  a  person  as  the  guardian,  where  the  applicant  was 
a  minor  child  ;  give  the  name  of  the  warrior  who  had  served,  and  the 
name  of  the  widow  or  heir  ;  that  a  list  was  first  made  of  the  names 
of  the  applicants,  after  which  they  were  called  up  in  the  order  of 
their  application^  that  the  necessary  declarations  and  affidavits  were 
then  explained  to  the  applicants  and  the  witnesses,  and  also  the  nature 
of  the  oath  respectively  administered  to  them  ;  that  when  he,  the 
interpreter,  was  satisfied  that  they  perfectly  understood  the  act  which 
they  were  about  to  perform,  he,  the  deponent,  stated  the  fact  to  the 
agent,  and  the  parties  thereupon  went  forward  and  **  touched  the 
pen."  That  there  were  supplies  of  provisions,  pork  and  flour,  re- 
ceived at  the  warehouse  of  the  Menomonees  in  January  a  year  ago 
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In  thb  Senate  of  the  United  States,  July  7, 1856. 

The  President  of  tbe  United  States  having  returned  to  the  Senalte, 
Q  which  it  originated,  the  bill  entitled  ^'An  act  to  remove  obstructions 
[)  navigation  in  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi  river,  at  the  Southwest 
^ass  and  the  Pass  &  TOutre/'  with  his  objections  thereto,  the  Senate 
proceeded,  in  pursuance  of  the  Constitution,  to  reconsider  the  same,  and 

Besclved^  That  the  said  bill  do  pass,  two  thirds  of  the  Senate  agree- 
ng  to  pass  the  same. 

Attest :  ASBURT  DIOKINS, 

Secretary  of  the  Senate. 

's  thb  House  of  Bepresentattves  of  the  United  States,  July  8,  1856. 

The  House  of  Representatives  having  been  notified  by  the  Senate 
;hat  the  bill  entitled  '^An  act  to  remove  obstructions  to  navigation  in 
;he  mouth  of  the  Mississippi  river,  at  the  Southwest  Pass  and  the 
Pass  &  r Outre,"  had  been  returned  by  the  President,  with  his  objec- 
tions, to  the  Senate,  in  which  it  originated,  and  that  the  Senate  having 
proceeded,  in  pursuance  of  the  Constitution,  to  reconsider  the  same, 
bad  ^'Beisolved,  That  the  said  bill  do  pass,  two* thirds  of  the  Senate 
agreeing  to  pass  the  same,"  the  House  of  Representatives  proceeded, 
in  pursuance  of  the  Constitution,  to  reconsider  the  said  bill,  and 

Resdvedj  That  the  said  bill  do  pass,  two-thirds  of  the  House  of 
Bepresentatives  agreeing  to  pass  the  same. 

Attest :  WM.  CULLOM, 

Clerk  House  of  Bepresentatives. 


Proposals  for  deepening  the  outlets  of  the  Mississippi  river  into  the 

Oulf  of  Mexico. 

EnGINEEB  DBPABTliENT, 

Washington^  August  4,  1856. 

Proposals  will  be  received  at  this  office,  until  the  1st  day  of  October 
next,  for  ^'opening  and  keeping  open  ship  channels,  of  sufficient  capa- 
city to  accommodate  the  wants  of  commerce,  through  the  Southwest 
Pass  and  Pass  &  TOutre,  leading  from  the  Mississippi  river  into  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico,"  for  which  purpose  there  was  appropriated,  by  act 
of  Congress  of  8th  of  July,  1856,  three  hundred  and  thirty  thousand 
dollars. 

Bidders  are  requested  to  state  the  amount  for  which  they  will  con- 
tract to  open  each  of  the  channels  specified,  throughout  a  well-defined 
width  of  three  hundred  feet,  to  a  depth  of  not  less  than  eighteen  feet 
below  the  level  of  ordinary  low  water,  which  level  will  be  determined 
by  a  bench-mark  on  the  shore,  to  be  established  by  an  officer  or  officers 
appointed  by  the  Secretary  of  War  ;  and  they  are  also  requested  to 
state  the  longest  period  of  time  for  which  they  will  contract  to  kee^ 
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annuity  payment  made  by  Agent  Bonesteel,  taken  money  from  any 
Indian  by  force  ;  that  deponent  has  attended  all  the  annuity  payments 
made  by  Agent  Bonesteel,  except  on  the  first  day  of  the  payment 
made  last  fall  ;  that  except  on  the  last  occasion,  at  which  he  was  not 
present  the  first  day,  he  has  always  heard  Agent  Bonesteel^  before  he 
commenced  paying  the  annuity,  state  to  thejndians  the  amount  of 
the  annuity  money  which  was  to  be  paid  to  them,  and  also  how  much 
each  ot  them  was  to  receive  ;  that  he,  the  deponent,  a  year  ago  last 
summer,  had  lumber  from  the  Menomonee  mill ;  that  the  amount  be 
received  from  the  mill  was  about  three  thousand  feet ;  that  he  aaked 
the  Menomonee  chiefs  for  the  lumber  ;  that  they,  the  chiefs,  told  the 
deponent  he  could  get  as  much  as  he  wanted  ;  that  deponent  came  up 
to  the  agency  office  to  see  Captain  Powell  about  it,  and  brought  the 
chiefs  there  ;  that  the  captain  (Powell)  asked  the  chiefs  if  they  would 
let  him,  Cown,  have  the  lumber,  to  which  the  chiefs  replied  "yes," 
and  that  Captain  Powell,  the  interpieter,  gave  deponent  an  order  for 
it,  and  that  the  deponent  got  the  lumber  on  presenting  the  order  to 
Leach,  the  miller,  for  which  he  paid  Captain  Powell  ten  dollars  per 
thousand — thirty  dollars  in  gold,  immediately  after  the  annuity  pay- 
ment of  that  year  ;  that  at  the  payment  of  the  two  first  annuities  by 
Agent  Bonesteel  to  the  Menonjonees,  he,deponent,  heard  the  said  agent 
hay  to  the  Indians  that  they  should  not  let  the  traders  take  their 
money  from  them,  and  that  if  they  did  do  so  to  tell  him  ;  that  be, 
deponent,  knows  Joseph  M.  Ostroph,  and  that  all  say  his  character 
ior  truth  and  honesty  is  bad ;  that  he,  deponent,  would  not  believe 
him  under  oath  ;  that  deponent  says  so  from  his  own  knowledge  of 
Ostroph,  and  from  what  people  say  of  him;  that  he,  deponent, 
bought  flour  in  Oshkosh  in  February,  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty- 
nine,  of  Parker,  Choate  &  Co  — it  was  about  the  eighth  day  of  Feb- 
ruary— for  which  he  paid  three  dollars  and  a  half  per  sack  ;  that  it 
was  spring  wheat  flour,  marked  superfine;  that  deponent,  at  the  same 
time  he  bought  the  flour,  bought  pork  at  Oshkosh  of  Weed  &  Colver, 
for  which  he  paid  at  the  warehouse  twenty-two  dollars  per  barrel. 

GEORGE  COWN. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  13th  day  of  April,  1860. 

GEORGE  B.  EDMONDS, 

Notary  Public, 


No.  38. 
Deposition  of  Oeorge  F.  Wright. 
State  of  Wisconsin,  County  of  Shawano j  as : 

George  F.  Wright,  esquire,  resident  in  the  town  of  Oshkosh,  in  said 
State,  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  deposeth  and  saith :  That  he 
is  a  resident  of  Oshkosh,  in  the  State  of  Wisconsin,  and  that  his  occu- 
pation is  that  of  a  farmer  and  dealer  in  furs ;  that  he,  deponent,  bougW 
flour  at  Oshkosh  in  the  months  of  January,  February,  and  April  o^ 
the  year  1859  ;  that  he  bought  in  January  and  February  at  the  price 
of  |3  a  sack,  which  was  an  inferior  article,  intended  for  the  Chippe'^* 
trade;  that  in  April  he  paid  $3  60  per  sack  for  ordinary  family  spring 
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evidences  of  ability  to  execute  the  work  are  most  satisfactory  to  the 
Secretary  of  War. 

AcoonDts  for  advertising,  with  two  copies  of  paper  containing  ad- 
vertisementi  to  be  sent  to  Engineer  department  lor  payment. 


Enoinbbr  Bubbaij, 
Washington^  October  3,  1866. 

In  pursuance  of  the  orders  of  the  Hon.  Jefferson  Davis,  Secretary 
of  War,  dated  the  2d  of  October,  1866,  a  board,  consisting  of  Major 
W.  H.  Chase,  corps  of  engineers,  Captain  A.  H.  Bowman,  corps  of 
engineers.  Captain  A.  A.  Humphreys,  corps  of  topographical  engi- 
neers, and  Captain  H.  G.  Wri^nt,  corps  of  engineers,  assembled  in 
this  bureau  to-day «  and  took  ''into  consideration  the  offers  received 
for  opening  and  keeping  open  ship  channels  through  the  Southwest 
Pass  and  Pass  &  T  Outre,  leading  from  the  Mississippi  river  to  the 
Oulf  of  Mexico." 

The  board  admitted  the  presence  of  the  representatives  of  Messrs. 
Craig  &  Bightor  and  of  the  New  Orleans  Towboat  Association,  for 
the  purpose  of  receiving  such  explanations  in  relation  to  their  respec- 
tive bids  and  modes  proposed  to  execute  their  work  as  they  misht 
desire  to  make.  Neither  Messrs.  W.  E.  Stark  &  Co.,  the  remaining 
bidders,  nor  their  representatives,  presented  themselves. 

The  members  of  the  board,  after  hearing  the  explanations  of  the 
parties  present,  and  after  conference  among  themselves,  arrived  at 
the  following  conclusions : 

1st.  That  the  bid  of  W.  E.  Stark  &  Co.,  should  be  rejected  as  not 
fulfilling  the  requirements  of  the  Engineer  department  in  its  adver- 
tisements for  proposals  for  deepening  the  outlets  of  the  Mississippi 
river  into  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  dated  August  4,  1866,  insomuch  as 
the  bid  of  the  said  W.  E.  Stark  &  Co.  was  unaccompanied  <'  by  evi- 
dence of  ability  to  execute  the  work  in  the  way  and  within  the  time 
proposed." 

2d.  That  the  bid  of  the  New  Orleans  Towboat  Association  for 
deepening  the  channel  through  the  South  Pass  to  eighteen  feet  should 
be  accepted  for  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  thousand 
dollars,  and  for  keeping  open  such  channel  at  the  rate  of  seventy-five 
thousand  dollars  per  annum ;  there  being  no  question  as  to  the  prac- 
ticability and  e£Sciency  of  the  modes  by  which  the  bidders  propose  to 
execute  their  work.  Satisfactory  evidence  to  this  point  being  af- 
forded of  their  ability  to  enter  at  once  upon  the  work  proposed,  seeing 
that  they  have  on  hand  powerful  steamboats  and  other  machinery  to 
enable  them  to  do  so,  and  of  the  fact  of  a  similar  work  having  been 
achieved  by  them  at*  the  same  locality^  by  contract  with  the  United 
States  in  the  year  1863,  the  board  are  of  opinion  that  the  acceptance 
of  the  bid  of  the  New  Orleans  Towboat  Association  will  secure  the 
opening  of  a  ship  channel  of  sufficient  capacity,  in  the  shortest  possible 
time  necessary,  to  accommodate  the  wants  of  commerce  throu^^Vi  IVl^ 
SouthwaBt  Pass. 

JSr.  Ex.  Doc.  S 2 
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3d.  That  the  bid  of  Messrs.  Craig  &  Bightor,  for  deepening  the 
channel  through  the  Pass  &  TOutre,  should  l^  accepted  for  the  sum  of 
one  hundred  and  twenty-five  thousand  dollars,  and  for  keeping  snch 
channel  open  at  the  rate  of  forty  thousand  dollars  for  five  years,  for 
the  purpose  of  enabling  the  bidders  by  actual  experiment  to  prove  the 
practicability  and  e£Giciency  of  the  modes  by  which  the  bidders  propose 
to  do  their  work. 

The  board  have  great  doubts  of  the  practicability  and  efficiency  of 
this  mode — of  the  practicability  of  construction  and  of  efficiency^  should 
the  work  be  accomplished.  But  an  important  point  will  have  been 
ascertained  either  by  its  failure  or  success.  If  failure  is  exhibited, 
future  projects  on  this  score  would  at  once  be  rejected.  If  success  is 
exhibited,  two  reliable  modes  for  future  improvement  will  have  been 
obtained:  the  one  by  dredging,  scraping,  and  raking,  and  the  other  by 
closing  passes  and  increasing  current,  or  by  jettees  ;  and  one  or  the 
other,  or  both,  maintained  as  the  value  of  their  several  results  maybe 
determined. 

Messrs.  Bightor  &  Craig  submitted  to  the  board  a  letter  addressed 
to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  War,  calling  their  attention  to  certain 
stipulations  and  requirements  of  the  act  of  Congress,  July  8,  1856,  to 
remove  obstructions  to  navigation  in  the  mouths  of  the  Mississippi 
river,  at  the  Southwest  Pass  and  Pass  &  TOutre,  and  of  the  advertise- 
ment of  the  Engineer  department,  dated  August  4,  1866. 

Considering  the  points  stated  in  this  letter,  the  board  are  of  the 
opinion  that  the  bids  of  the  New  Orleans  Towboat  Association,  as 
well  as  those  of  Messrs.  Bightor  &  Craig^  are  entirely  within  the  re- 
quirements of  the  act  of  Congress  and  of  the  advertisement  inviting 
offers  to  be  made  under  it.  Each  of  the  bidders  have  stated  precisely 
the  longest  period  of  time  for  which  they  will  contract  to  keep  open 
each  channel  to  such  width  and  depth  for  any  residue  of  the  appro- 
priation. The  Messrs.  Craig  &  Bightor  ofifer  to  keep  the  channel  open 
tor  Jive  years.  The  New  Orleans  Towboat  Association  offer  indef>nUdji 
on  this  score  at  |76,000  per  annum. 

The  advertisement  expressly  reserves  the  right  on  the  part  of  the 
Secretary  of  War  to  accept  any  offer  which,  in  his  opinion,  propoees 
the  best  method  of  accomplishing  the  object  contemplated,  and  to 
accept  either  proposal  of  any  bidder  for  either  of  the  passes,  to  the 
exclusion  of  the  proposals  of  the  same  bidder  for  the  other  pass. 

BespectMly  submitted. 

WM.  H.  CHASE, 

Mqjor  of  EngimMn. 
A.  H.  BOWMAN, 

Oaptain  of  EngineerB. 
A.  A.  HUMPHBETS, 
Capt.  Topograyhioal  Engineen. 
H.  a.  WBIQHT, 

Oaptain  of  Engineers. 

Hon.  Jefferson  Davis, 

Secretary  of  War. 
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No.  40. 
Deposition  o/Letvis  Oddstucher. 

Wisconsin,  County  of  Shawano y  as: 

Goldstucker,  the  school  teacher  of  the  male  school  on  the 
lee  reservation,  in  said  State,  being  duly  sworn  according  to 
>ses  and  says :  That  he  has  been  occupied  as  teacher  of  the 
lees  about  three  months  ;  that  deponent  has  resided  with  Mr. 
3  farmer,  since  he,  deponent,  has  been  on  the  reservation ; 

Haas  treats  the  Indians  who  come  to  his  house  with  the 
liospitality  ;  that  during  the  first  two  months  of  his  said  resi- 
th  Mr.  Haas,  the  months  of  January  and  February  of  the 
ear,  they  have  been  generally  every  day  either  at  breakfast, 
r  supper,  at  his  table,  and  frequently  stayed  during  the  night; 
las  seen  the  table  set  for  three  or  four  of  them  at  once, 
judgment  of  deponent,  the  average  of  Indians  at  Haas's  house 
)r  two  daily,  and  that  he,  deponent,  would  keep  those  who 

in  the  manner  he  has  stated,  by  Haas,  at  a  charge  of  from 
red  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  per  annum  ;  that  during 
h  of  March  there  has  not  been  so  many  at  his  house,  the  In- 
ug  generally  in  their  *'susjar  camps ;"  that  within  the  last 
deponent,  has  seen  three  Indians  within  two  days  there,  who 
8.  Haas  for  something  to  eat,  and  that  she  gave  it  to  them  ; 
nent  knows  Ignatius  Wetzel,  the  bhicksmith  for  the  Menomo- 
it  deponent  knows  Joseph  M.  Ostroph,  has  known  him  three 

that  his  reputation,  so  far  as  deponent  can  hear,  among  the 
3re  is  bad ;  from  what  deponent  has  heard  of  him  he  would 
ve  him  under  oath  ;  that  deponent  was  told  by  Ignatius 
bat  he  was  present  at  one  of  the  Indian  councils,  and  that  he 
md  of  the  Indians. 

L.  GOLDSTUCKER. 

Ibed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  14th  day  of  April,  1860. 
GEO.  B.  EDMONDS,  Notary  Public. 


No.  41. 
Deposition  of  Oharles  D.  Ambrose. 

Wisconsin,  County  of  Shawano,  ss: 

B  D.  Ambrose,  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  deposeth 
:  That  he  resides  at  Keshena,  on  the  Menomonee  reservation^ 
he  has  resided  at  Keshena,  more  or  less,  for  the  last  three 
id  that  he  resided  continuously  therein  from  one  year  ago 
3mber ;  that  his  occupation  has  been  that  of  clerk  to  tVv^  Ixkr 
er  residing  therein,  J.  8.  Cavert ;  that  ftie  BOvflLQeii'^^tV.  \Qa\% 
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in  a  general  assortment  of  dry  goods,  groceries,  and  provisions;  that 
he  deals  in  pork  and  flour;  that  pork  has  heen  sold  at  the  store  of 
said  Cavert  during  the  months  of  January  and  February,  eighteen 
hundred  and  fifty-nine ;  that  the  price  charged  by  paid  Cavert  for 
pork,  during  those  months,  was  at  the  rate  of  thiry-two  dollars  per 
barrel,  or  sixteen  cents  per  pound  ;  that  no  distinction  was  made  in 
the  price  per  pound  or  per  barrel ;  that  deponent  sold  none  by  the 
barrel  during  that  time;  that  deponent  sold,  about  the  first  part  of 
January,  fiour  at  four  dollars  and  a  half  per  sack  ;  that  about  the  last 
of  February  he  sold  what  he  had  left  in  the  store  at  five  dollars  per 
sack;  that  flour  was  continually  on  the  rise ;  that  somewhere  about 
the  first  of  May,  in  the  same  year,  deponent  paid  five  dollars  per  sack, 
on  the  bank  ot  the  river  ;  this  was  the  first  flour  which  came  up  that 
season  ;   that  the  price  of  transportation  from  Omro,  which  is  ten 
miles  nearer  to  Keshena  than  Oshkosh,  is  one  dollar  per  hundred 
pounds  in  the  winter  season,  the  freight  during  the  summer  is  brought 
by  water. 

That  he,  deponent.  Las  been  present  at  the  three  annuity  payments 
made  by  the  Indian  agent,  A.  D.  Bonesteel,  to  the  Menomonee  Indians 
being  all  the  payments  to  said  Indians  made  by  him  since  he  took 
charge  of  the  agency;  that  he  has  heard  Mr.  Bonesteel  in  the  council 
house  tell  the  Indians  that  if  they,  the  traders,  took  their  money  from 
them,  to  let  him  know,  and  that  he  would  attend  to  them;  that  the 
Indians  have  also  said  in  the  hearing  of  deponent  that  Mr.  Bonesteel 
liad  so  told  them. 

That  deponent  has  some  knowledge  of  the  language  of  the  Menomo- 
nees,  and  iLat  the  deponent  has  heard  the  United  States  interpreter, 
William  Jrowell,  interpret  to  the  Indians  what  Mr.  Bonesteel  told 
tnem  wiih  respect  to  the  traders  as  aforesaid  ;  that  deponent  does  not 
remember  whether  he  was  in  the  council  house  at  the  commencement 
ot  the  first  annuity  payment,  but  at  the  last  two  payments  he  remem- 
bers distinctly  having  heard  the  agent,  Mr.  Bonesteel,  tell  the  Indians 
the  whole  amount  ot  the  annuity  they  were  to  receive;  that  he  does 
not  remember  to  have  heard  him  tell  the  Indians  how  much  they 
were  to  leceive  per  capita;  that  deponent  has  no  recollection  on  that 
point,  whether  the  agent  did  or  did  not  tell  him  how  much  they  were 
to  receive  per  capita. 

That  so  far  as  deponent  is  acquainted  with  the  treatment  of  the  In- 
dians by  Mr.  Bonesteel,  it  has  been  ''very  kind;"  that  he  has  ac- 
commodated them  in  almost  everything. 

That  Oka-masha  came  into  the  store  of  Cavert,  after  the  annmty 
payment  of  eighteen  hundred  and  fitty-eight,  and  told  deponent  that 
Jie  had  paid  up  his  account  with  an  order  in  favor  of  Mr.  Cavert,  and 
asked  lor  turther  credit,  which  was  refused  to  him,  but  that  he  made 
no  complaint  respecting  the  payment  of  his  order  by  Agent  Bonesteel, 
and  that  he  has  never  heard  him  make  any  complaint  since  until  the 
present  investigation. 

That  the  only  hide  he,  the  deponent,  ever  bought  from  M.  Haas, 
the  Indian  farmer,  was  on  the  seventeenth  of  September,  eighteen 
hundred  and  fifty-seven,  which  weighed  fifty-five  pounds;  that  Mr. 
Haas  had  a  cow  which  died  about  that  time;  that  the  testimony  he 
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Proposals  of  the  ^^New  Orleans  Towhoat  AssocicUion''  for  opening  and 
keeping  open  the  outlets  of  the  Mississippi  river  into  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico. 

Depth.  Paw.  Amount  to  open. 

18  feet Pass  &  I'Outre $200,000 

To  keep  open  per  annum 75,000 


18  feet Southwest  Pass 125,000 

To  keep  open  per  annum 75,000 


1275,000 

200,000 
475,000 


SBCOND  BID. 


20  feet Pass  i  I'Outre 325,000 

To  keep  open  per  annum 100,000 

20  feet Southwest  Pass 250,000 

To  keep  open  per  annum • 100,000 


425,000 

350,000 
775,000 


Proposals  of  W.  E.  Starke  dk  Co.^of  New  Orleans ^  for  opening  and 
keeping  open  the  outlets  of  the  Mississippi  river  into  Hie  Ovlf  of 
Mexioo. 


EIBST  BID. 


Depth.  Pass.  Amount  to  open. 

18  feet Pass  &  I'Outre |140,000 

20  feet Southwest  Pass 140,000 

To  keep  both  open  per  annum 124,000 


SBOOND  BID. 

18  feet..., Southwest  Pass 127,210 

To  keep  open  per  annum 62,790 

20  feet Southwest  Pass 154,420 

To  keep  open  per  annum 75,000 

18  feet Pass  &  I'Outre 152,790 

To  keep  open  per  annum 75,000 


1404,000 


647,aiQ 
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with  them,  telling  them  how  foolish  it  was  for  them  to  do  as  they  were 
doing,  and  that  finally  they  dispersed ;  that  previous  to  this  oocar- 
rence  Paul  Ah-ko-nee-boi-wee  told  deponent  that  they  had  been  told 
by  their  lawyer  that  they  had  complete  control  over  everything  on  the 
reservation  ;  that  it  belonged  to  them,  or  language  to  that  e£^t,  and 
that  they  had  been  so  advised;  that  they  were  men;  that  they  had  arms 
and  eyes  and  mouths  like  white  men,  and  were  the  same  as  a  white  man 
physically  ;  that  after  this,  some  of  those  who  had  been  in  the  store 
during  the  occurrence  above  narrated,  told  deponent  that  the  same 
Indians  who  had  been  iu  the  store  had  had  a  street  council,  and  had 
determined  that  the  next  night  they  would  come  into  the  store  and 
carry  out  their  original  intentions,  and  throw  the  goods  out  of  the  store, 
and  the  deponent  also. 

That  the  said  Indians  did  not  carry  out  their  intentions ;  that  no 
such  threats  had  been  made  of  this  kind  to  deponent  previous  to  that 
time  ;  that  the  Indians  speak  frequently  with  pleasure  of  the  con- 
nexion with  Kershaw,  who,  according  to  their  interpretation,  is  the 
brother-in-law  of  **  John  Corn,"  a  Menomonee  Indian. 

CHAS.  D.  AMBROSE. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  before  me  this  14th  day  of  April,  1860. 

(JEORGE  B.  EDMONDS, 
Notary  Fuhlie. 


No.  42. 
Defosiiion  of  William  Powell. 

State  of  Wisconsin,  County  of  ShaioanOy  as : 

William  Powell,  United  States  interpreter  for  the  Menoraone^> 
having  been  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  and  having  been  again 
called,  deposeth  and  says:  That  last  fall,  after  the  payment  ot  the 
Indian  annuities  by  Agent  Bonesteei,  Shonion  received  one  hundrw 
and  twelve  dollars  and  one  half  dollar,  for  his  land  warrant  for  bi^ 
services  in  the  Black  Hawk  war  ;  that  the  warrant  was  offered  tasaid 
Shonion,  or  the  money,  which  Mr  Bonesteei  then  told  Shonion  was  aU 
that  it  would  bring  at  that  time  ;  that  Shonion  said  that  he  woald 
rather  have  the  money,  and  received  one  hundred  and  ten  dollars,  and 
requested  that  two  dollars  of  the  balance  should  be  paid  to  Mr.  Ha^iS) 
which  he  said  Shonion  owed  said  Haas  ;  that  the  reason  that  Shonioi^ 
did  not  receive  the  whole  amount  at  the  time  was  because  the  age&t 
could  not  make  the  change,  and  that  Shonion  thereupon  requested  th^ 
change  to  be  given  to  deponent,  with  authority  as  aforesaid  to  pay  two 
dollars  of  the  amount  to  Haas ;  that  subsequently  Mr.  Bonesteei 
accordingly  placed  the  two  dollars  and  a  half  in  the  hands  of  deponeot, 
which  deponent  handed  afterwards  to  Haas,  who  clained  that  the 
whole  amount  was  due  to  him,  which,  upon  Shonion  disputing,  b^) 
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deponent,  told  Haas  to  return  to  Shonion  the  half  dollar  he  climed, 
which  Haas  did  in  presence  of  deponent. 

That  it  has  been  the  habit  of  Agent  Bonesteel  to  offer  the  Indians 
their  land  warrants,  or  the  amount  of  money,  which  he,  Bonesteel, 
informed  them  was  their  market  value;  that  generally  the  Indians 
took  the  money;  some  preferred  taking  the  warrants,  some  of  which, 
to  knowledge  of  deponent,  are  still  in  their  hands. 

That,  to  the  knowledge  of  deponent,  O-sha-wa-kah  received  for  the 

Sirice  of  his  land  warrant  one  hundred  and  twelve  dollars  and  a  half 
oUar. 
That  the  annuity  payment  to  the  Menomonees  was  paid  between  the 
twenty-second  and  twenty-fourth  of  November,  eighteen  hundred  ami 
fifty-eight,  tor  that  year. 

That  he,  the  deponent,  has  run  a  boat  on  the  Wolf  river,  and  that 
the  Menomonee  mill  is  on  said  river;  and  that  the  said  river  generally 
freezes  over  between  the  fifteenth  and  twentieth  of  November;  that  the 
dam  of  the  Menomonee  mill  freezes  generally  about  a  week  before  the 
river;  that  the  ice  in  the  river  does  not  remain  as  long  as  it  does  in 
the  pond  of  the  dam  of  the  mill. 

WILLIAM  POWELL. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  14th  day  of  April,  1860. 

JOS.  B.  EDMONDS, 

Notary  Public. 


No.  43. 
Deposition  of  Frederick  Haas. 

State  op  Wisconsin,  County  of  Fond  du  Lac^  as  : 

Frederick  Haas,  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  deposeth  and 
^ys :  That  his  present  occupation  is  that  of  farmer  for  the  Menomonee 
Indians,  on  their  reservation  in  said  State ;  that  he  has  acted  in  said 
capacity  of  farmer  for  four  years  in  July  next,  the  eighteenth  of  said 
niOQth  ;  that  he  received  his  first  appointment  as  such  from  Benjamin 
Hunkins,  at  that  time  Indian  agent  for  said  tribe  ;  that  his  instruc- 
tions from  said  agent,  at  the  time  of  his  appointment,  were  to  plough 
four  or  five  acres  for  the  use  of  the  blacksmith  for  the  agency,  and  to 
plough  the  gardens  of  the  interpreter  and  the  school  teachers ;  and 
tbat  he,  deponent,  should  be  allowed  to  cultivate  ten  acres  for  his  own 
^86,  but  that  he,  deponent,  has  never  cultivated  over  three  acres  for 
uis  own  use ;  that  since  the  term  of  office  of  the  present  agent,  A. 
I).  Bonesteel,  he,  deponent,  has  received  no  other  inRtructions  in  the 
premises  ;  that  the  '*  Central  Farm,"  so  called,  contained  sixty  acres; 
that  during  the  first  year  of  Mr.  Bonesteel's  agency,  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-eight,  he,  the  deponent,  cultivated 
the  whole  of  said  farm  for  the  common  use  and  benefit  of  the  Indians; 
that  the  crops  raised  thereon  were  rye,  spring  wheat,  potatoes,  and 
that  he  is  not  able  to  state  the  proportion  of  each  \  thftl 


132  CASE   OF   A.   D.   BOKESTEEL. 

out  of  the  crops  for  said  year  enough  was  saved  for  seed  for  the  en* 
suing  year,  and  the  balance  distributed  amongst  the  tribe;  that  in 
the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-nine  the  said  '^  Central  Farm" 
was  allotted,  in  separate  portions,  among  twenty  iamilies  of  said  tribe, 
which  he,  deponent,  ploughed  and  sowed  for  them  respectively ;  that, 
for  the  use  of  the  tribe,  deponent  cultivated  four  acres  of  potatoes, 
the  yield  of  which  was  between  fifty  and  sixty  bushels,  which  are 
now  in  the  **  root-house  "  on  the  reservation,  and  kept  for  distribution 
for  seed  in  the  spring  ;  that  in  the  winter  of  1857-'58  about  eighteen 
or  nineteen  yoke  of  Indian  cattle  were  kept  in  the  '*  Menomonee  barn," 
so  called,  on  said  reservation  ;  also  two  cows  and  one  calf;  that  the 
whole  of  said  stock  was  the  property  of  the  Indians  ;  also  a  pair  of 
horses  for  the  use  of  the  agency ;  that  there  was  also  kept  in  aaid 
barn  a  mare,  the  property  of  Mr.  Bonesteel,  then  residing  on  the 
reserve,  from  the  month  of  November  until  the  month  of  March,  and 
a  colt,  the  property  of  deponent,  kept  therein  during  the  said  winter; 
that,  for  the  teed  of  said  mare,  Agent  Bonesteel  sent  from  Fond  da 
Lac  to  the  agency  from  twenty-five  to  thirty  bushels  of  oats ;  that  the 
said  mare  was  fed  from  the  common  stock  of  Menomonee  hay ;  and 
that,  for  the  feed  of  his  colt,  deponent  purchased  hay  and  oats;  that 
there  was  also  another  colt,  purchased  by  Mr.  Bonesteel,  which  waa 
kept  in  said  barn  for  two  or  three  weeks  during  said  winter;  that 
depoDent  had  no  cow  of  his  own  in  the  said  barn  during  that  winter; 
that  tl«e  oats  sent  up  by  Mr.  Bonesteel  were  not  kept  separate,  and 
that  the  oats  purchased,  as  aforesaid,  by  deponent  were  not  kept  sepa- 
rate from  the  common  Menomonee  stock  of  oats ;  that  the  hay  was 
kept  in  the  same  manner ;  that  he,  deponent,  kept  no  separate  ac- 
count of  the  consumption  of  the  hay  and  oats  used  as  aforesaid,  but 
that  he,  deponent,  always  bought  enough  to  supply  any  deficiency 
created  by  the  use  of  the  hay  and  oats,  the  property  of  the  Indians; 
that  the  oats  sent  up  by  Mr.  Bonesteel  for  the  use  of  his  mare  and 
colt  were  sent  up  sometime  after  they  were  in  the  said  barn ;  that 
deponent  estimated  the  amount  fed  to  them  previous  tothearriral 
of  the  oats  sent  by  Mr.  Bonesteel,  by  the  daily  quantity  which  be 
gave  them ;  that  during  the  winter  of  1858-'59  there  were  about 
fifteen  yoke  of  cattle  kept  in  the  Menomonee  barn  during  the  entire 
winter  ;  that  during  the  same  winter  two  cows  were  kept  therein  be- 
longing to  deponent;  and  also  one  span  of  horses  belonging  to  the 
Indians ;  also  one  colt,  the  property  of  deponent ;  that,  for  his  s&w 
cows  and  colt,  deponent  bought  hay  and  oats,  and  some  bran  for  their 
feed ;  that  in  the  same  winter  a  horse  belonging,  as  deponent  un- 
derstood, to  G.  F  Wright,  of  Oshkosh,  was  kept  in  said  barn  for 
four  or  five  weeks  ;  that  at  that  time  William  Powell  had  some  hay 
in  the  barn  from  which  the  horse  was  fed  ;  that  said  Powell)  the 
Indian  interpreter,  supplied  seven  or  eight  bushels  of  oats  for  the 
feed  of  the  said  horse  ;  that  in  the  commencement  of  the  same  winter 
said  Powell  had  two  cows  in  said  barn  for  about  two  weeks— until  he 
got  his  stable  ready  ;  that  said  Powell  had  two  and  a  half  tons  of  by 
in  said  barn  during  that  winter  ;  that  there  was  no  convenient  mode 
of  keeping  the  hay  and  grain  Beparate  \  that  during  the  last  winter 
there  were  two  cows  kept  in  Baid\)aiTi\iAwi%\Ti%Vi'^«^^^^xi\^^^^ 
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belonging  to  the  interpreter,  William  Powell,  and  also  from  three  to 
fifteen  yoke  of  cattle  belonging  to  the  Indians ;  that  there  was  also 
one  horse  kept  therein  ibr  the  nse  of  the  agency  ;  that  during  the 
period  of  threshing,  deponent  kept  a  pony  therein  for  his  use  as 
farmer  to  the  agency  ;  that  Captain  Powell,  the  interpreter,  bought 
three  or  four  tons  of  hay,  from  which  his  cows  were  fed ;  and  that 
he,  deponent,  fed  his  own  cows  from  hay  and  bran  purchased  by  him- 
self ;  that  the  hay  and  grain  was  kept  during  the  last  winter  without 
separation,  as  in  previous  years  ;  that  the  horses  of  travellers  have 
been  kept  in  the  Menomonee  barn  from  time  to  time,  and  generally 
fed  upon  oats  brought  by  themselves ;  that  teamsters,  in  general, 
carry  their  own  oats  ;  that  sometimes  deponent  has  kept  the  horses  of 
travellers,  and  received  pay  therefor ;  that  he,  deponent,  in  such 
cases,  fed  them  from  his  own  oats  and  hay  ;  that  there  is  no  accom- 
modation for  travellers  within  eight  miles  in  one  direction,  and  eigh- 
teen in  the  other,  except  at  the  reservation  ;  that  he,  deponent, 
raised  corn  upon  about  two  acres — in  all  about  seventy  or  eighty 
bushels  of  ears — which  deponent  fed  to  his  pigs  ;  this  was  the  only 
corn  raided  that  year  ;  that  the  said  corn,  raised  by  deponent  as 
aforesaid,  was  of  poor  quality,  owing  to  the  frosts  of  that  year  ;  that 
in  the  fall  of  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-eight  he, 
deponent,  sold  six  bushels  of  rye,  raised  by  deponent  as  farmer  to  tho 
Menomonees,  for  which  he  received  one  dollar  per  bushel,  the  money 
for  which  deponent  left  with  Captain  Powell,  the  interpreter,  for  the 
Menomonees,  for  which  sum  the  said  interpreter  purchased  flour  for 
the  Indians  in  presence  of  and  to  the  personal  knowledge  of  deponent; 
that  this  flour,  so  purchased,  was  divided  amongst  the  poor  of  the 
tribe  on  said  reservation  ;  that  the  said  grain  was  all  that  the  depo- 
nent sold  for  the  said  Menomonee  Indians  ;  that  this  grain  was  sold 
by  the  deponent  to  a  farmer,  whose  name  deponent  does  not  recollect, 
about  five  miles  below  Shawano ;  that  deponent  slaughtered  three 
oxen  belonging  to  the  Menomonee  Indians,  in  the  month  of  Novem- 
ber, in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-seven  ;  that  the  said  cattle 
were  in  very  poor  condition  ;  that  they  were  slaughtered  at  the  re- 
quest of  the  chiefs  of  said  tribe  ;  that  the  meat  was  divided  amongst 
the  Indians,  except  one  quarter^  which  was  withheld  for  distribution 
to  the  band  of  Shaw-wa-no-pe-na-so,  for  whom  no  representative  was 
present  at  the  time  of  distribution ;  that  about  a  week  or  ten  days 
afterwards  this  quarter  was  distributed  to  said  band. 

That  the  three  hides  were  placed  in  the  warehouse  ;  that  it  is  not 

true  that  he,  deponent,  took  the  tallow  from  said  oxen  and  converted 

the  same  to  his  own  use;  that  the  oxen  were  in  so  poor  a  condition, 

that  there  was  no  tallow  saved  therefrom ;  that  one  of  the  hides  was 

given  to  the  band  of  Sho-no-nee,  and  another  to  the  band  of  Oshkosh; 

that  a  part  of  the  third  hide  deponent  used  in  making  a  harness,  to  be 

need  in  the  ox-frame  for  shoeing  oxen  ;  that  deponent  sold  the  hide 

of  a  cow  to  Mr.  Cavert,  the  Indian  trader,  during  the  month  of  Sep- 

^  tember,  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-seven ;  that  the  said 

hide  was  taken  from  a  cow  the  property  of  the  deponent ;  that  he,  de* 

ponent,  distributed  the  meat  of  said  cow  amongst  t\ie  lTi^\«iiU%  otl%«A 

teserre;  that  it  la  the  caatom  of  deponent  to  furmsVi  ^ooA.  ^w  >JCkfe  \iaR> 
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of  the  schools,  and  oocasionally  for  the  use  of  the  office  of  the  Indian 
agent,  and  also  for  his,  deponent's,  own  use ;  that  he,  deponent,  in  his 
testimony  regarding  the  feed  given  to  the  horses  of  strangers,  intends 
to  be  understood  that  when  there  was  no  grain  or  hay  of  his  own  in 
the  barn,  he  fed  from  the  common  stock  in  the  Menomonee  barn ;  that 
deponent  returned  at  his  own  expense  the  amount  of  hay  and  grain 
so  used  ;  that  deponent  bought  oats  for  the  use  of  the  agency,  last  fall, 
from  William  Grinder,  of  Shawano,  for  which  deponemt  took  vouchers ; 
that  deponent  supplied  the  hands  employed  on  the  farm  with  pro?i* 
sions  for  which  he  received  payment,  and  that  this  was  done  at  the 
solicitation  of  the  said  farm  hands  ;  that  deponent  exchanged  potatoes, 
which  he  purchased,  with  the  Indians  for  sugar  for  his  own  use ;  that 
6.  Btrauss  left  three  hundred  dollars  with  deponent,  one  year  ago  last 
winter  for  the  purchase  of  furs  from  the  traders  ;  that  he,  the  said  de- 

Sonent,  gave  the  said  money  to  Joseph  Gauthier,  who  purchased  for 
eponent  furs  to  the  value  of  seventy  dollars,  and  returned  the  bal- 
ance to  deponent,  which  he,  deponent,  returned  to  Mr.  Strauss ;  that 
during  each  spring,  any  excess  of  wheat  or  rye,  left  after  seeding, 
has  been  sent  by  deponent  to  the  mill  to  be  ground,  and  distributed 
among  the  poor  of  the  tribe ;  that  a  year  ago  last  summer  all  the 
wheat  raised  on  the  reservation  was  spoiled  by  the  rust,  and  was  un- 
fit for  sowing,  and  consequently  deponent  recommended  to  agent  Bone- 
eteel  to  purchase  about  two  hundred  bushels  of  wheat  to  sow  on  the 
said  reserve  for  the  Indians ;  that  it  has  been  the  custom  to  plough 
and  sow  for  the  employes  on  the  reservation,  under  instruction  from 
previous  agents^  and  that  the  same  custom  has  been  pursued  under  the 
agency  of  the  present  agent ;  that  as  a  general  custom  he,  deponent, 
has  paid  for  his  own  firewood;  that  occasionally  when  the  hands  were 
unemployed  he,  deponent,  has  employed  them  in  cutting  wood  at  bis 
own  house  ;  that  the  firewood  purchased  by  deponent  was  purchased 
of  Indians,  and  that  the  price  he  paid  therefor  was  generally  ten  shil* 
lings  per  cord  ;  that  in  the  spring  of  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and 
fifty-nine,  four  hundred  sacks  of  flour  and  one  hundred  barrels  of  pork 
were  distributed  to  the  Indians  on  the  said  reservation  ;  that  on  th^ 
previous  February,  one  hundred  and  fifty  bushels  of  corn  were  dis- 
tributed ;  and  that  after  the  distribution  of  said  flour  and  pork,  two 
hundred  and  ten  bushels  of  seed  wheat  was  distributed  among  tb^ 
said  Indians ;  that  the  difference  in  the  time  of  the  arrival  of  sai^ 
flour  and  before  the  whole  amount  reached  the  said  agency  was  aboa'^ 
ten  days  ;  that  it  was  brought  thither  in  both  sleds  and  wagons ;  th^^ 
deponent  does  not  remember  whether  the  said  flour  and  pork  arrive^ 
at  the  reservation  previous  to  the  departure  of  the  Indian  delegatio^^ 
for  Washington;  that  he,  deponent,  thinks  the  said  delegation  returnep^^ 
to  the  reservation  during  the  latter  part  of  the  month  of  March  in  sai^^ 
'ar  ;  that  Ji<j  thinks  that  the  provisions  were  all  distributed  some  tw  ^^ 
T  prior  to  the  arrival  of  the  said  delegation  from  Washington. 

FEIEDRICH  HAAS. 
^^ 

subscribed  before  me  this  21st  day  of  April,  1860. 

I.  S.  TALLMADGE, 
Notary  Public,  Fond  du  Loyc  Cauffd.*\|)  WxAocmsia. 
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No.  44. 
Depositum  of  hacu^  S.  TaUmadge. 

State  of  Wisconsin,  Fond  du  Lac  County y  as  : 

Isaac  S.  Tallmadge  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  That  he 
is  a  resident  of  the  city  and  county  of  Fond  du  Lac,  in  said  State,  and 
that  he  has  resided  in  said  city  for  the  space  of  ten  years  and  upwards; 
that  he  is  well  acquainted  with  A.  D.  Bonesteel,  United  States  Indian 
agent,  and  has  known  him  for  the  last  ten  years  or   more ;   that  this 
deponent,  at  the  request  of  the  said  Bonesteel,  in  the  month  of  Jan- 
nary,  in  the  year  1859,  accompanied  him  to  the  Menomonee  reserve  for 
the  purpose  of  assisting  him  in  making  some  applications  for  bounty 
land  warrants,  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  1855,  for 
some  of  the  Menomonee  Indians,  who  claimed  to  be  entitled  thereto 
for  services  rendered  during   the  Black  Hawk  war;    that  on  the 
Ith  or  8th  of  January,  1859,  as  deponent  now  recollects  the  time,  he 
was  present  at  a  council  of  the  Menomonee  Indians,  held  on  their  re- 
serve ;  that  said  council  was  continued  from  time  to  time,  and  was  held 
for  the  purpose  of  preparing  applications  for  the  Indians  to  obtain 
bonnty  land  warrants  for  the  aforesaid  services  ;  that  at  said  council, 
besides  the  Indians  collected,  were  constantly  present  the  said  A.  D. 
Bonesteel,  this  deponent,  and  William  Powell,  United  States  inter- 
preter for  said  Indians  ;  that  on  the  opening  of  the  said  council  the 
said  Bonesteel,  through  the  said  Powell,  informed  the  Indians  as  to  the 
nature  of  the  business  he  had  come  to  transact  with  them,  which  was  that, 
he  had  come  to  make  application  for  their  warrants,  as  he  had  some- 
time before  promised  them  he  would  ;  they  were  then  in  like  manner 
instructed  by  the  said  Bonesteel  as  to  what  persons  he  supposed  were 
entitled  to  warrants,  which  instructions  were,  as  near  as  this  deponent 
now  rec^)llects  the  same,  to  the  effect  that  the  warrior  who  performed 
the  service  was  entitled  to  the  warrant,  or  if  he  was  not  living,  the 
widow  of  the  deceased  warrior  would  bn  entitled,  or  if  neither  the  war- 
rior nor  widow  were  living,  the  minor  child  or  minor  children  of  the 
deceased  warrior  would  be  entitled.     And  deponent  further  says,  that 
niany  questions  were  asked  by  the  Indians  in  reference  to  the  rights 
of  those  alleging  to  have  such  claims,  all  of  which  questions  were  cor- 
rectly and  properly  answered,  as  this  deponent  believes,  by  the  said 
Bonesteel,  through  the  said  Powell,  the  said  interpreter,  which  in- 
ll^uctions,  explanations,  and  answers,  irom  what  deponent  saw  and 
^^rd,  he  believes  were  fully  understood  by  the  Indians ;  that  the 
Indians  were  then  requested  to  present  the  names  of  those  persons  who 
claimed  warrants ;  if  the  name  was  that  of  the  warrior  who  performed 
^he  service,  he  was  questioned  by  the  said  Bonesteel  as  to  the  par- 
ticulars of  the  service  rendered,  his  age,  and  other  facts  required  to  be 
^^ted  in  his  declaration,  and  his  answers  were  reduced  to  writing  for 
^be  purpose  of  afterwards  drafting  the  declaration  from;  in  the  same 
f^anner,  if  the  applicant  was  a  widow  or  minor  child,  were  they  quet- 
^foiied;  and  in  the  same  manner  was  each  witneaB  o&TedL\.o  %\i\^%XAi^ 
^^teBucb  facts  queetioaed  and  tbeiTS^nswer^  reduced  \o  ^T\\iV[i%\  ^^ 
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on  each  application  the  same  formula  was  gone  through,  and  at  times 
questions  would  be  asked  them  by  the  said  Bonesteel  to  test  their  cred- 
ibility. The  applications  with  accompanying  affidavits  were  then  pre- 
pared, and  generally  before  taking  a  recess,  where  papers  were  ready 
for  signing,  the  person  making  the  application,  together  with  his  wit- 
nesses were  called  forward,  the  declaration  and  affidavits,  were  read 
and  interpreted  by  the  said  Powell ;  they  were  then  asked  if  they  un- 
derstood them,  and  if  they  were  true,  to  sign  them  ;  and  in  like  man- 
ner they  were  sworn  by  the  said  Bonesteel  to  the  truth  of  said  papers; 
that  precisely  this  same  proceeding  was  gone  through  on  each  appli- 
cation which  was  there  made.  And  deponent  farther  says,  that  the 
said  Bonesteel  frequently  cautioned  them  against  making  improper 
applications,  and  from  time  to  time  cautioned  the  witnesses  about 
making  wilful  misrepresentations  as  to  the  matters  to  which  they  were 
required  to  swear,  and  the  consequences  of  taking  a  false  oath  duly 
and  fully  explained. 

I.  S.  TALLMADGE. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me  this  15th  day  of  May,  1860. 

CHARLES  W.  WHINFIELD, 
Notary  FtMic^  Fond  du  Lac  County^  Wisoofisin, 


No.  45, 
Letter  from  A.  D,  Bonesteel. 

Fond  du  Lao,  May  14,  1860. 

Sir:  It  has  been  nuggeeted  by  my  counsel  in  the  investigation  just 
had  before  you  touching  my  official  conduct  as  United  States  Indian 
Bgent,  on  a  review  by  him  of  the  testimony  taken  on  said  investiga- 
tion, that  perhaps  it  might  be  proper  to  make  an  explanation  on  two 
points  attempted  to  be  made  by  the  counsel  for  the  Indians.     If  you 
recollect,  a  question  was  asked  by  Mr.  Howe,  of  (I  think)  the  witness 
J,  S.  Cavert,  as  to  the  payment  of  the  rent  for  the  last  year  of  the 
store  he  occupied  on  the  Monomonee  reserve.     This  inquiry  was  ob- 
jected to  by  my  counpel  on  the  ground  that  the  counsel  for  the  Indians, 
Mr.  Howe,  had  fully  closed  his  case  before  Mr.  Cavert  was  called  as  a 
witness  for  me,  and  the  inquiry  lead  to  the  introduction  of  new  matter. 
This  objection  was  sustained  by  yourself,  and  the  question  excluded. 
The  course  was  deemed  very  important  by  my  counsel  at  the  time,  as 
the  counsel  for  the  Indians  (Mr.  Howe)  exhibited  a  strong  disposition 
at  all  times  to  reopen  his  case,  which,  if  it  had  been  permitted,  would 
have  had  the  effect  to  have  protracted  the  investigtion  to  a  very  tedious 
extent. 

As  I  have  nothing  to  conceal  in  reference  to  any  matters  apper- 
taining to  my  official  conduct,  I  would  now  state  there  are  two  stores 
on  the  reserve — one  occupied  by  Mr.  Cavert,  the  person  before  alluded 
io,  the  other  by  Mr.  Morse.    The  uiiAet^tA\i4\\i%  in  reference  to  these 
storee  with  the  chiefs  and  the  teiiauta\i^&\A^xiX^%XX>c^^'t^^\i  <A  v\va 
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itore  Cavert  occupies  should  go  to  the  Pagans  chief,  and  should  be 
said  in  tobacco  at  the  rate  of  one  hundred  dollars  per  year.  The  rent 
^f  last  year  for  this  store  has  not  been  paid.  The  rent  of  the  store 
occupied  by  Morse  was  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars  per  year, 
tnd  was  to  be  applied  for  the  benefit  of  their  church.  The  rent  for 
;liis  year  has  been  paid,  and  the  proceeds  applied  for  that  purpose 
mder  the  direction  of  the  Christian  chiefs. 

The  other  point  to  which  I  would  call  your  attention  is  the  pay- 
nent  of  the  miller.  Leach,  during  the  first  winter  of  my  term  of  office. 
The  fact  in  reference  to  this  is,  that  Mr.  Leach  obtained  a  leave  of 
absence — for  how  long  a  time  I  do  not  now  precisely  recollect.     He 
was  unwell  at  the  time,  and  this  was  the  main  reason  for  granting 
him  the  leave.     He  was  quite  ill  for  some  months  afterwards,  and  on 
recovering  his  health  he  resumed  his  work.     I  thought  it  no  more 
tban  right,  under  the  circumstances,  that  he  should  be  paid  his  full 
salary,  and  accordingly  did  so,  without  making  a  deduction  for  his 
lost  time.    A  portion  of  that  time,  you  will  bear  in  mind,  was  during 
the  fall  and  winter^  when  nothing  could  be  done,  in  his  capacity  of 
miller,  on  account  of  the  weather.     His  other  absences  have  been  on 
leave,  and  during  the  winter  months,  when  his  presence  at  the  mill 
^as  not  required,  and  during  which  time  it  could  not  be  run  on  ac- 
count of  the  severity  of  the  weather. 

I  would  also  state  that  I  have  been  charged  with  making  my  pur- 
cliases  of  supplies  for  the  Menomonee  Indians  at  private  sale.  No 
proof  to  sustain  such  a  charge  has  been  adduced,  none  has  been  ofiered, 
and  none  such,  I  may  say,  can  be  found.  It  may  be  proper  for 
me  to  state,  however,  that  all  my  purchases  have  been  made  by  con- 
tract, of  the  letting  of  which  due  and  public  notice  for  proposals  for 
said  supplies  have  been  given,  and  such  contracts  have  always  been 
let  to  the  lowest  and  most  responsible  bidder. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  D.  BONESTEEL, 
United  States  Indian  Agent. 
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MISSISSIPPI  RIVER— SOUTHWEST  PASS  AND  PASS  1 

L'OUTBB. 


LETTER 


FROM 


th;b  secretary  of  war. 


TBAHIIUTTIJIO, 


1%  oompUance  with  a  reacluHon  of  the  House,  a  report  of  the  entire 
action  of  the  War  Department  in  the  execution  of  the  act  of  1866| 
providing  for  the  removal  of  obstructions  to  navigcUion  in  the  mouth 
of  the  Mississippi  river. 


6,  1860. — Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Gommeroe,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Wab  Dbpabtbont, 
December  6, 1860. 

Sib  :  In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  16th  April  last,  by  which  the  Secretary  of  War  is  requested 
to  report  the  entire  action  of  the  War  Department  in  the  execution 
of  the  act  of  February  8,  1856,  **  to  remove  obstructions  to  naviga- 
tion in  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi,  at  the  Southwest  Pass  and  Pass 
&r Outre,''  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  report  from  the 
chief  topographical  engineer,  with  its  accompaniments,  communi- 
cating the  desired  information. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  B.  FLOYD, 

Secretary  <:f  War. 

Hon,  WiLUAM  PBNNIKaTON, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
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THIBTY-FIFTH  CONGRESS,  FIRST  SESSION.— Ex.  Doo.  No.  139. 

Message  from  the  President  of  the  United  StcUes,  transmitting  copies  cf 
contracts  for  deepening  the  channels  of  Southwest  Pass  and  Pasih 
VOutrCy  at  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi  river. 

To  the  House  of  Bepresentatives  : 

I  transmit  herewith  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  with  the 
accompanying  papers,  in  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Bepresentatives  of  the  2d  of  Jane,  1868. 


WASHiNaTON  CiTT,  June  11,  1858. 


JAMES  BUCHANAN. 


War  Department, 
Washington,  ^une  11,  1858. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  transmit  copies  of  the  contracts 
entered  into  between  the  United  States  and  Messrs.  Craig  &  Bightor 
for  deepening  the  channels  of  the  Southwest  Pass  and  Pass  &  TOatre, 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi  river,  together  with  the  report  of  the 
board  of  engineers  appointed  to  examine  the  several  proposals  made 
therefor,  and  the  reports  of  the  o£Scer  superintending  the  work,  with 
other  correspondence  relative  to  its  progress  under  said  contract ;  the 
same  having  been  called  for  by  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Bepre- 
sentatives of  the  2d  instant. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  B.  FLOYD, 

Secretary  of  War. 
The  Prbsidbrt  of  the  United  States. 


Inspection  report  on  ihe  passes  of  Mississippi  river^  May  31,  1858,  by 
Lieutenani  CoUmd  Long^  topographical  engineers. 

New  Orleans,  May  31,  1858. 

Sir:  During  the  last  four  weeks  I  have  been  almost  constantly 
occupied  in  the  inspection  of  the  passes  of  the  Mississippi,  and  of  the 
works  in  progress  for  the  removal  of  obstructions  therefrom. 

I  take  leave  to  report  the  result  of  my  operations  and  inquiries 
relating  to  these  subjects. 

Since  my  inspections  in  April  and  November,  1857,  manifest 
changes  have  occurred  in  the  depths  of  the  channels  leading  across  the 
tidal  bars  at  the  mouth  of  the  Southwest  Pass  and  of  the  Pass  a 
rOutre. 

The  depths  in  both  passes  have  increased  very  materially  since  the 
dates  of  tnose  inspections,  as  will  be  shown  in  the  tabular  synopsis 
bereinsdier  to  be  preaentod.    TYi^  ckom  ol  ^^^sm  ^\iASi^«&  cannot  be 
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demonstrated  with  any  degree  of  certainty.  Those  in  the  Southwest 
Pass  may  be  attributed,  in  part,  to  the  agency  of  the  pile  wing  dam, 
constructed  by  Messrs.  Craig  &  Bightor,  while  those  in  the  Pass 
^  rOutre  cannot  have  been  produced  in  any  degree  by  a  similar  cause, 
for  they,  no  doubt,  occurred  prior  to  the  commencement  of  operations 
in  this  pass  by  the  said  contractors  above  named. 

The  following  synopsis  will  indicate  the  nature  and  extent  of  the 
more  material  changes  that  have  taken  place  since  November  last : 

Abstract  of  soundings  in  channel  of  Southwest  Pass. 

November,  1857-— 18,  16,  17,  17,  17,  17,  17,  16,  16,  15,  15,  15, 
16,  16,  16,  16,  16,  16,  15,  16,  15,  15. 

May,  1858.— 19,  19,  20,  21,  21,  21,  22,  21,  20,  21,  20,  19,  20,  22, 
21    22   22   22   21    21 

November,  1857.-16,  16,  16,  16,  16,  16,  15,  15,  15,  15,  16,  15, 
16,  15,  15,  15,  15,  15,  16,  16,  16. 

May,  1858.-21,  20,  20,  19,  20,  19,  18,  18,  19,  19,  19,  17, 18,  18, 
19   19   18  19   19   18  19 

November,  1857.-15,  16,  15,  15,  16,  16,  16,  16,  16,  15,  15,  15, 
15,  15,  16,  16,  17,  18,  19,  20. 

May,  1858.— 19,  19,  19,  20,  19,  19,  19,  19,  18,  18,  19,  19,  19,  20, 
20,  18,  19,  19,  19,  20. 

The  soundings  of  the  synopsis  were  made  in  the  deepest  channel  of 
the  pass,  and  through  a  distance  of  about  one  and  a  quarter  mile  from 
the  site  of  the  can  buoy  to  the  margin  of  the  Gulf,  but  without  any 
special  regard  to  its  width,  direction,  or  straightness  of  courses. 
On  arriving  at  the  crest  of  the  tidal  bar,  about  200  yards  from  the 
Qulf,  the  main  channel  is  divided  into  two  narrow  subordinate  chan- 
nels, respectively,  of  about  equal  capacity :  one  about  200  feet  wide, 
veering  to  the  right  or  westward,  ana  the  other,  about  150  feet  wide, 
to  the  left  or  eastward,  which  are  separated  from  each  other  by  a  bar 
called  the  Middle  Groundj  composed  of  sundry  mud  lumps,  which 
divide  the  channels  one  from  another,  and  on  which  the  depths  of 
water  vary  from  17  to  13  feet. 

These  obstructions  cause  the  subordinate  channels  to  diverge  from 
each  other  at  a  point  about  50  yards  above  the  Middle  Ground,  and 
the  deflections  occasioned  thereby  divert  both  of  these  channels  from 
the  requisite  right  line  channel  leading  across  the  bar. 

The  head  of  the  Middle  Ground,  as  just  intimated,  is  situated  about 

fifty  yards  below  the  crest  of  the  bar.    The  width  of  the  main  channel, 

as  measured  along  the  crest,  is  about  five  hundred  feet,  and  the 

soundings  of  the  crest  or  across  the  narrowest  part  of  the  channel, 

beginning  on  the  east  and  terminating  on  the  west  side  of  the  channel, 

at  depths  of  fifteen  feet  below  the  surface  of  low  water,  are  as  follows, 

viz :  16,  18,  21,  20,  19,  19,  21,  21,  20,  21,  21,  18, 18, 17, 16, 15  feet. 

From  the  various  soundings  exhibited  as  above,  and  from  other 

Operations,  it  is  pretty  evident  that  vessels  drawing  eighteen  feet  can 

pass  freely  across  the  tidal  bar,  whether  outwaidi  oi  \\i'9i^\^\^'<d^^% 

^Without  impiDging  againat  the  bottom  of  the  c\iaiiTie\,\wL\i>iXifiri  c»ai»S3X» 
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with  them,  telliDg  them  how  foolish  it  was  for  them  to  do  as  they  were 
doing,  and  that  finally  they  dispersed ;  that  previous  to  this  uccor* 
rence  Paul  Ah-ko-nee-boi-wee  told  deponent  tnat  they  had  been  told 
by  their  lawyer  that  they  had  complete  control  over  everything  on  the 
reservation  ;  that  it  belonged  to  them,  or  language  to  that  effect,  and 
that  they  had  been  so  advised;  that  they  were  men;  that  they  had  arms 
and  eyes  and  mouths  like  white  men,  and  were  the  same  as  a  white  man 
physically  ;  that  after  this,  some  of  those  who  had  been  in  the  store 
during  the  occurrence  above  narrated,  told  deponent  that  the  sane 
Indians  who  had  been  in  the  store  had  had  a  street  council,  and  had 
determined  that  the  next  night  they  would  come  into  the  store  and 
carry  out  their  original  intentions,  and  throw  the  goods  out  of  the  store, 
and  the  deponent  also. 

That  the  said  Indians  did  not  carry  out  their  intentions ;  that  no 
such  threats  had  been  made  of  this  kind  to  deponent  previous  to  that 
time  ;  that  the  Indians  speak  frequently  with  pleasure  of  the  con- 
nexion with  Kershaw,  who,  according  to  their  interpretation,  is  the 
brother-in-law  of  '*  John  Corn,"  a  Menomonee  Indian. 

CHAS.  D.  AMBROSE. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  before  me  this  14th  day  of  April,  1860. 

(JEORQE  B.  EDMONDS, 
Notary  FvUk. 


No.  42. 
Befosition  of  WSliam  Powell. 

State  op  Wisconsin,  County  of  ShaioanOj  88  : 

William  Powell,  United  States  interpreter  for  the  Menonionees, 
having  been  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  and  having  been  again 
called,  deposeth  and  says :  That  last  fall,  after  the  payment  ot  the 
Indian  annuities  by  Agent  Bonesteel,  Shonion  received  one  hundr^ 
and  twelve  dollars  and  one  half  dollar,  for  his  land  warrant  for  his 
services  in  the  Black  Hawk  war  ;  that  the  warrant  was  offered  tasaid 
Shonion,  or  the  money,  which  Mr  Bonesteel  then  told  Shonion  was  all 
that  it  would  bring  at  that  time  ;  that  Shonion  said  that  he  would 
rather  have  the  money,  and  received  one  hundred  and  ten  dollars,  aad 
requested  that  two  dollars  of  the  balance  should  be  paid  to  Mr.  Hajtf) 
which  he  said  Shonion  owed  said  Haas  ;  that  the  reason  that  SboaioD 
did  not  receive  the  whole  amount  at  the  time  was  because  the  agei^^ 
could  not  make  the  change,  and  that  Shonion  thereupon  requested  the 
change  to  be  given  to  deponent,  with  authority  as  aforesaid  to  pay  two 
dollars  of  the  amount  to  Haas ;  that  subsequently  Mr.  Bonesteel 
accordingly  placed  the  two  dollars  and  a  half  in  the  hands  of  deponent) 
which  deponent  handed  afteiwaidft  to  Haas^  who  clained  that  the 
whole  amount  was  due  to  him,  N<r\i\c\i,  wjow  ^o\v\o\i  ^\%^\l^*\\i^^he\ 
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deponent,  told  Haas  to  return  to  Shonion  the  half  dollar  he  climed, 
i^hich  Haas  did  in  presence  of  deponent. 

That  it  has  heen  the  habit  of  Agent  Bonesteel  to  o£fer  the  Indians 
their  land  warrants,  or  the  amount  of  money,  which  he,  Bonesteel, 
informed  them  was  their  market  value;  that  generally  the  Indians 
liook  the  money;  some  preferred  taking  the  warrants,  some  of  which, 
;o  knowledge  of  deponent,  are  still  in  their  hands. 

That,  to  the  knowledge  of  deponent,  0-sha-wa-kah  received  for  the 
price  of  his  land  warrant  one  hundred  and  twelve  dollars  and  a  half 
lollar. 

That  the  annuity  payment  to  the  Menomonees  was  paid  between  the 
twenty-second  and  twenty-fourth  of  November,  eighteen  hundred  and 
fifty- eight,  for  that  year. 

That  he,  the  deponent,  has  run  a  boat  on  the  Wolf  river,  and  that 
the  Menomonee  mill  is  on  said  river;  and  that  the  said  river  generally 
freezes  over  between  the  fifteenth  and  twentieth  of  November;  that  the 
dam  of  the  Menomonee  mill  freezes  generally  about  a  week  before  the 
river;  that  the  ice  in  the  river  does  not  remain  as  long  as  it  does  in 
the  pond  of  the  dam  of  the  mill. 

WILLIAM  POWELL. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  14th  day  of  April,  1860. 

JOS.  B.  EDMONDS, 

Notary  Public, 


No.  43. 
Deposition  of  Frederick  Haas. 

State  op  Wisconsin,  County  of  Fond  du  Lac^  ss : 

Frederick  Haas,  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  deposeth  and 
^ys :  That  his  present  occupation  is  that  of  farmer  for  the  Menomonee 
Indians,  on  their  reservation  in  said  State ;  that  he  has  acted  in  said 
capacity  of  farmer  for  four  years  in  July  next,  the  eighteenth  of  said 
nionth ;  that  he  received  his  first  appointment  as  such  from  Benjamin 
Hnnkins,  at  that  time  Indian  agent  for  said  tribe  ;  that  his  instruc- 
tions from  said  agent,  at  the  time  of  his  appointment,  were  to  plough 
four  or  five  acres  for  the  use  of  the  blacksmith  for  the  agency,  and  to 
plough  the  gardens  of  the  interpreter  and  the  school  teachers  ;  and 
that  he,  deponent,  should  be  allowed  to  cultivate  ten  acres  for  his  own 
^B6,  but  that  he,  deponent,  has  never  cultivated  over  three  acres  for 
his  own  use ;  that  since  the  term  of  office  of  the  present  agent,  A. 
^*  Bonesteel,  he,  deponent,  has  received  no  other  inntructions  in  the 
premises  ;  that  the  '*  Central  Farm,"  so  called,  contained  sixty  acres; 
that  during  the  first  year  of  Mr.  Bonesteel's  agency,  the  year  one 
thoasand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-eight,  he,  the  deponent,  cultivated 
the  whole  of  said  farm  for  the  common  use  and  benefit  of  the  IiLdvQbTL%\ 
that  the  crops  raised  thereon  were  rye,  spring  w\i^a\»,'^o\«AA«ft^«iA 
9ome  corn  ;  that  be  is  not  able  to  state  the  propottioa  o^  «wJa.\  >iX3k»X 
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a  system  of  triaDgnlatioD  and  sonndiDgs,  preparatory  to  a  final  inspec- 
tion when  the  work  shall  have  been  completed. 

In  conclnsion,  I  take  leave  to  offer  some  of  my  convictions  in  regard 
to  the  past,  present,  and  future  condition  of  the  outlets  of  the  Missis- 
sippi, and  their  susceptibility  of  improvement.  The  history  of  their 
navigation  acquainted  us  with  the  fact  that  no  material  changes  have 
taken  place  in  the  depths  of  their  channels  across  the  tidal  bar,  al- 
though their  geographical  positions  have  been  continually  subject  to 
tchanges. 

The  greatest  depths  in  the  channels  across  the  bar  have  seldom, 
iprobably  never,  exceeded  19  feet.  The  prevailing  greatest  depth  for 
ithe  last  half  century  has  been  limited  to  17  or  18  feet,  and  such  is  the 
limit  at  the  present  time.  The  opening  and  maintenance  of  a  per- 
rmanent  channel  of  a  depth  exceeding  this  limit  are  at  least  very  doubt- 
ful, if  not  utterly  impracticabe,  for  a  duration  exceeding  a  single  year. 
The  frequent  changes  of  the  channels,  the  vast  accumulation  of  sedi- 
.mentary  deposits,  and  the  effects  produced  upon  them  by  the  billows 
of 'the  Gulf,  forbid  the  expectation  that  any  permanent  benefits  can 
result  from  any  efforts  to  effect  such  an  object. 

Inimy  opinion,  the  only  possible  remedy  that  can  be  found  for  the 
evils  complained  of  oon^iNts  in  the  application  of  powerful  rakes,  har- 
rows, or  scrapers,  propelled  by  steam  power,  for  the  purpose  of  scalping 
and  reducing  the  mud  lumps  as  often  as  they  present  themselves  at 
ithe  bottoms  of  the  deepest  cnannels  at  the  bar. 

(For  this  purpose  an  annual  appropriation  of  |100,000  for  an  in- 
definite series  of  years  is  deemed  adequate  to  its  accomplishment. 
In  the  meantime  the  commercial  world,  so  far  as  it  has  any  connexion 
with  the  inavigation  of  the  Mississippi  at  and  below  New  Orleans, 
should  be  'notified  that  vessels  drawing  more  than  17  or  at  most  18 
feet  cannot  cross  the  tidal  bar  and  enter  the  river  without  seriooi) 
hazard  to  'their  proprietors. 

Bespectfully  submitted. 

S.  H.  LONG, 
U.  Col.  Corps  'Ibp'l  Eng'n. 

Col.  -J.  J.  Abbrt, 

Chief  Top'l  JEng'rs,  Washingion,  D.  C. 


Inspection  report  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Long^  continued  from  AprU 

6,  1857. 

Louisville,  May  6,  1857. 

Shi  :  In  my  inspection  report  of  the  6th  ultimo,  I  proposed  to  revisit 
the  work  of  Messrs.  Craig  &  Rightor,  and  institute  a  system  of  tri- 
angulations  and  soundings  for  the  purpose  of  testing,  according  to 
their  contract,  the  result  produced  by  their  operations  in  furtherance 
of  the  fulfilment  of  their  contract  stipulations. 

Accordingly y  I  repaired  to  lYie  b\\A  ot  \\i^\i  o^rations  on  the  15th 
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belonging  to  the  interpreter,  William  Powell,  and  also  from  three  to 
fifteen  yoke  of  cattle  belonging  to  the  Indians ;  that  there  was  also 
one  horse  kept  therein  lor  the  use  of  the  agency  ;  that  during  the 
period  of  threshing,  deponent  kept  a  pony  therein  for  his  use  as 
farmer  to  the  agency ;  that  Captain  Powell,  the  interpreter,  bought 
three  or  four  tons  of  hay,  from  which  his  cows  were  fed ;  and  that 
he,  deponent,  fed  his  own  cows  from  hay  and  bran  purchased  by  him- 
self ;  that  the  hay  and  grain  was  kept  during  the  last  winter  without 
separation,  as  in  previous  years  ;  that  the  horses  of  travellers  have 
been  kept  in  the  Menomonee  barn  from  time  to  time,  and  generally 
fed  upon  oats  brought  by  themselves ;  that  teamsters,  in  general, 
carry  their  own  oats  ;  that  sometimes  deponent  has  kept  the  horses  of 
travellers,  and  received  pay  therefor ;   that  he,  deponent,  in  such 
cases,  fed  them  from  his  own  oats  and  hay  ;  that  there  is  no  accom- 
modation for  travellers  within  eight  miles  in  one  direction,  and  eigh- 
teen  in  the  other,  except  at  the  reservation  ;   that  he,  deponent, 
raised  corn  upon  about  two  acres — in  all  about  seventy  or  eighty 
bushels  of  ears — which  deponent  fed  to  his  pigs  ;  this  was  the  only 
corn  raided  that  year  ;   that  the  said  corn,  raised  by  deponent  as 
aforesaid,  was  of  poor  quality,  owing  to  the  frosts  of  that  year  ;   that 
in  the  fall  of  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-eight  he, 
deponent,  sold  six  bushels  of  rye,  raised  by  deponent  as  farmer  to  tho 
Menomonees,  for  which  he  received  one  dollar  per  bushel,  the  money 
for  which  deponent  left  with  Captain  Powell,  the  interpreter,  for  the 
Menomonees,  for  which  sum  the  said  interpreter  purchased  flour  for 
the  Indians  in  presence  of  and  to  the  personal  knowledge  of  deponent; 
that  this  flour,  so  purchased,  was  divided  amongst  the  poor  of  the 
tribe  on  said  reservation  ;  that  the  said  grain  was  all  that  the  depo- 
nent sold  for  the  said  Menomonee  Indians  ;  that  this  grain  was  sold 
by  the  deponent  to  a  farmer,  whose  name  deponent  does  not  recollect, 
about  five  miles  below  Shawano ;   that  deponent  slaughtered  three 
oxen  belonging  to  the  Menomonee  Indians,  in  the  month  of  Novem- 
ber, in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-seven  ;  that  the  said  cattle 
were  in  very  poor  condition  ;  that  they  were  slaughtered  at  the  re- 
quest of  the  chiefs  of  said  tribe  ;  that  the  meat  was  divided  amongst 
the  Indians,  except  one  quarter,  which  was  withheld  for  distribution 
to  the  band  of  Shaw-wa-no-pe-na-sa,  for  whom  no  representative  was 
present  at  the  time  of  distribution ;  that  about  a  week  or  ten  days 
atterwards  this  quarter  was  distributed  to  said  band. 

That  the  three  hides  were  placed  in  the  warehouse  ;  that  it  is  not 
true  that  he,  deponent,  took  the  tallow  from  said  oxen  and  converted 
the  same  to  his  own  use;  that  the  oxen  were  in  so  poor  a  condition, 
that  there  was  no  tallow  saved  therefrom;  that  one  of  the  hides  was 
given  to  the  band  of  Sho-no-nee,  and  another  to  the  band  of  Oshkosh; 
that  a  part  of  the  third  hide  deponent  used  in  making  a  harness,  to  be 
^ed  in  the  ox-frame  for  shoeing  oxen  ;  that  deponent  sold  the  hide 
of  a  cow  to  Mr.  Cavert,  the  Indian  trader,  during  the  month  of  Sep- 
^mber,  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-seven ;  that  the  said 
hide  was  taken  from  a  cow  the  property  of  the  deponent  \  that  Vva^4^- 
Pouent,  distributed  the  meat  of  said  cow  among&t  t)^^  \\i^\«b\\»  wjl  ^-kA 
^^erve;  that  it  ia  the  cuatom  of  deponent  to  furmaVi  n«o^  ^«  >i^vft  xwa^ 
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flags  or  jacks,  set  in  mad  lumps  risiDg  some  eight  to  ten  feet  above 
the  surface  of  the  wafer,  and  presenting  areas  varying  from  about  one* 
eighth  to  three-fourths  of  an  acre,  respectively. 

Two  of  these  signals  were  located  at  the  distance  of  two  miles  apart 
on  a  line  crossing  all  the  channels  of  the  pass,  nearly  at  right  angles 
with  the  general  direction  of  the  currents  of  the  pass,  and  about  one 
mile  below  the  lower  extremity  of  the  primary  base. 

The  other  two  signals  were  placed  at  the  distance  of  about  2^  miles 
apart,  on  a  line  nearly  parallel  to  that  of  the  two  signals  just  before 
mentioned,  and  at  the  distance  of  about  three-fourths  of  a  mile  below 
them.  The  line  last  mentioned  is  nearly  coincident  in  direction  and 
position  with  those  of  the  crest  of  the  tidal  bar,  and  crosses  the  main 
navigable  channel  leading  across  the  bar. 

The  selection  of  the  four  points  indicated  as  above  was  made  in  con- 
formity to  the  presentation  of  suitable  mud  lumps  rising  above  the 
surfuce  of  the  water  in  positions  most  favorable  for  lines  of  soundings 
leading  across  the  channels  intended  to  be  ^flfected  by  the  work  of 
Messrs.  Craig  &  Bightor  in  the  Southwest  Pass. 

The  position  and  extent  of  the  several  lines  having  been  determined, 
soundings  are  to  be  made  and  repeated  as  often  at  least  as  once  a  week 
on  all  the  lines  leading  across  the  channels  for  the  purpose  of  showing 
any  changes  that  may  take  place  in  the  positions,  widths  and  depths 
of  the  channels.  Tha. manner  prescribed  for  taking  and  applying  the 
lines  to  be  sounded  provides  for  the  casting  of  the  lead  at  stated  in- 
tervals of  time,  viz :  once  in  every  minute  or  half  minute,  and  for 
noting  the  depth  at  every  sounding,  in  feet  or  parts. 

With  the  data  thus  obtained,  the  lengths  of  the  lines  having  been 
previously  determined,  a  submarine  section  on  each  line  sounded  is  to 
be  prepared  and  delineated,  the  line  sounded  being  regarded  as  the 
base,  and  the  depth  of  soundings  as  ordinates  depending  therefrom 
at  equal  distances  asunder,  corresponding  to  the  number  of  soundings 
made  along  the  line.  A  waved  line  drawn  through  the  lower  ex- 
tremity of  the  ordinates  will  show  the  inequalities  of  the  bed  of  the 
pass,  its  channels,  &c.,  at  the  time  and  place  of  each  set  of  soundings. 

This  operation  being  repeated  once  a  week  on  every  line  proper  to 
be  sounded,  and  corresponding  delineations  bein^  prepared  therefor 
on  every  occasion  of  sounding,  will  clearly  exhibit  the  nature  and 
extent  of  the  changes  tl  at  occur  from  week  to  week  in  the  depths  and 
positions  of  the  channels. 

The  operations  detailed,  as  above,  contemplate  the  preparation  of  a 
sectional  diagram  for  each  set  of  observations ;  the  diagrams  being 
numbered  1,  2.  3,  4,  &c.,  in  the  order  of  their  preparation  for  each 
line  of  the  triangulation  upon  which  the  soundings  may  have  been 
made.  Each  series  of  diagrams  being  referred  to  its  appropriate  line 
of  soundings,  as  marked  and  designated  on  the  plot  of  triangulation. 

In  accordance  with  the  foregoing  representations,  instructions  have 
been  furnished  to  Wm.  Johnson,  esq.,  who  has  been  employed  to  direct 
and  supervise  the  operations  above  considered,  a  copy  of  which  in- 
structions is  as  follows: 
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"Southwest  Pass,  Jpril  18,  1857. 

"  Sir:  You  are  desired  to  remaia  in  the  supervision  of  the  opera- 
tions of  Messrs.  Craig  &  Rightor,  and  of  the  results  produced  thereby, 
so  far  as  they  relate  to  the  accomplishment  of  the  objects  specified  in 
their  contracts  for  the  removal  of  obstructions  from  this  pass.  In  the 
discharge  of  the  duties  claiming  your  attention,  you  will  observe  the 
following  details,  viz: 

**  1.  You  will  make  such  observations  as  are  necessary  to  test  the 
accuracy  of  the  triangnlations  made  by  us  conjointly,  carefully  recti- 
fying such  errors  as  may  be  detected  therein. 

**  2.  You  will  repeat  the  soundings  already  made  on  the  several  lines 
sounded  by  us,  and  continue  the  operation  as  often,  at  least,  as  once 
every  week,  the  weather  permitting, 

**  3.  You  will  plot  each  line  of  soundings,  as  above,  and  all  other 
lines  of  soundings  you  may  find  occasion  to  make,  in  the  manner  ex- 

Elained  to  you,  viz:  on  separate  strips  of  paper,  designated  and  num- 
ered  as  directed.  The  plot  of  each  line  will  be  attended  by  ordinates, 
depths,  and  a  waving  line,  indicating  the  variable  depths  of  the  river 
channel,  after  the  manner  exemplified  in  our  late  drawings. 

^'  4.  In  all  your  soundings  you  will  ascertain  as  nearly  as  practicable 
the  elevation  of  the  surface  water  above  ordinary  low  water  at  the 
time  of  sounding,  and  make  due  allowances  therefor  in  the  depths  of 
the  soundings. 

"5.  You  will  establish  one  or  more  bench-marks  on  a  level  of  or- 
dinary low  water,  in  the  following  manner,  viz: 

^*  Fix  one  or  more  tide-gaugcH  at  suitable  points,  assume  a  point 
about  an  inch  below  extreme  low  water,  and  mark  it  with  0  or  zero; 
divide  the  gauge  rod  into  inches  and  quarters,  and  number  the  inches 
from  zero  down,  and  by  the  figures  1",  2",  3",  4",  &c.  Observe  and 
note  the  inches  and  parts  on  the  rod  at  extreme  ebb  tide  daily  for  one 
entire  lunation  ;  add  the  daily  recorded  observations  together  for  one 
lunation,  and  divide  their  sum  by  the  number  of  observations^  and 
the  quotient  will  indicate  the  bench-mark  level  for  the  lunation. 

^^  Repeat  the  observations  during  a  series  of  lunations,  and  divide 
the  sum  of  the  series  (for  one  year,  if  practicable,  or  six  months,  if 
'  otherwise)  by  the  number  of  the  series,  and  the  quotient  will  indicate 
the  true  level  of  the  bench-mark,  which  may  be  fixed  by  driving  a  stake 
at  the  margin  of  the  water,  at  that  level,  till  the  head  of  the  stake 
coincides  exactly  with  the  surface  of  the  water. 

^^  6.  Keep  a  daily  register  of  the  observations  made  upon  the  tide- 
gauge^  from  which  the  level  of  the  bench-mark  (or  ordinary  low  water) 
may  be  deduced  with  accuracy. 

**  7.  Keep  a  diary  of  all  your  proceedings  relating  to  the  triangnla- 
tions, tidal  observations,  soundings,  &c.,  &c.,  prepared  with  neatness 
and  accuracy,  to  be  submitted  in  the  form  of  ^  field- notes^'  at  the  ex- 
piration of  your  period  of  service. 

"8.  You  are  desired  to  report  in  general  terms  your  proceedings  in 
all  respects,  as  often  at  least  as  once  in  a  month,  on  or  about  t>Vv<6  ^wl 
of  everj  month,  bjr  letters  to  my  address,  at  liO\x\ftV\\\e,'KAXi\.\vs3«.i  ^ 
unlesB  otherwise  directed. 
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^^9.  Whenever  Messrs.  Craig  &  Rightor  shall  give  notice  that 
their  work  in  the  Southwest  Pass  is  ready  for  final  insf-ection,  (or  fix 
the  date  at  which  it  will  be  ready  for  final  inspection,)  you  are  de- 
sired to  apprise  me  thereof  by  telegraphic  despatch,  if  the  result  of 
your  previous  observations  and  surveys  shall  render  it  certain,  or 
highly  probable  that  the  work  is  actually  ready,  or  will  be  ready  for 
final  inspection,  according  to  contract. 

'MO.  It  is  understood  that  the  work  will  be  ready  for  final  inspec- 
tion when  a  straight  channel  three  hundred  feet  wide  and  twenty  feet 
deep  shall  have  been  furnied,  clear  of  all  obstructions,  entirely  across 
the  tidal  bar,  from  the  secondary  base  surveyed  by  us  into  the  open 
Gulf. 

'Ml.  In  general  terms  you  are  desired  to  ascertain  and  report  all 
changes  in  the  bed  of  the  pass,  below  the  sectiudary  base  above  mea- 
tioned,  and  especially  in  the  positions,  depths,  and  widths  of  the 
channels  below  that  line. 

^'  V.^:  You  are  authorized  to  purchase  such  articles  of  stationerj, 
and  to  hire  such  boats,  tools,  hands,  &c.,  as  are  necessary  to  the  per- 
formance of  the  duties  assigned  to  you,  with  the  understanding  that 
vouchers  duly  executed  in  duplicates  must  be  taken,  and  rendered  for 
all  such  expenditures. 

''  13.  Preparation  having  been  made  for  the  adjustbient  of  all  ac- 
counts likely  to  be  incurred  during  the  current  quarter,  you  are 
desired  to  forward  to  the  undersigned  monthly  estimates  for  each 
month  of  the  succeeding  quarter,  in  order  that  proper  remittances 
may  be  forwarded  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  each  month  of  the 
quarter  last  mentioned,  (third  quarter  of  1857.) 

'^  14.  Your  attention  is  particularly  requested  to  the  observance  of 
each  and  every  item  of  the  foregoing  instructions,  by  means  of  which 
I  shall  be  kept  adequately  apprised  of  the  progress  of  the  work  com- 
mitted to  your  supervision. 

^*In  conclusion,  I  would  observe  that  your  experience  as  an  engineer, 
and  your  familiarity  with  nautical  afiairs,  inspire  the  belief  that  yoa 
will  be  able  to  discharge  the  duties  confided  to  your  charge  in  a 
manner  creditable  to  yourself  and  beneficial  to  the  public  service. 

'*  Respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

''8    H.  LONG, 
^^ Lieut.  Col.  Top.  Engineers. 

"  Captain  Wm,  Johnson, 

''  Southwest  Pass." 

Having  accomplished  my  inspections,  triangulations,  and  other 
arrangements, as  above,  I  communicated  the  following  notice  to  Messrs. 
Craig  &  Bightor,  the  contractors  for  the  Southwest  Pass,  viz : 

"Southwest  Pafs,  Jpril  20,  1857. 

"  Grntlemen  :  The  bearer,  Captain  William  Johnson,  having  been 

employed  to  inspect  your  work  for  the  improvement  of  the  Southwest 

Pass,  and  to  report  its  progreBB)  and  \.\k^  tifeox^  \»^^\jL<»d  thereby,  in 

so  far  as  relates  to  the  removal  oi  o\)aU\xcV\ou^%to\si>iaA\ii^uT».^\%^^^ 
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channel,  and  to  the  formation  of  a  new  channel  three  hundred  feet  ^ 
wide  and  twenty  feet  deep,  as  stipulated  by  contract,  you  are  denired 
to  receive  him  in  the  capcu^ity  above  intimated  during  my  absence, 
and  to  regard  him  as  my  agent  and  representative  in  ail  matters 
relating  to  the  fulfilment  of  your  contract  till  I  return  again  to  the 
pass. 

*^  Whenever  the  work  shall  have  been  so  far  advanced  as  to  enable 
you  with  certainty,  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  Captain  Johnson,  to  fix  on 
a  date  at  which  it  will  be  ready  for  final  inspeccion  and  acceptance, 
agreeably  to  the  contract,  you  are  desired  to  apprise  him  of  such  date, 
that  I  may  be  seasonably  notified  thereof  by  him,  and  return  again  to 
this  place  for  a  personal  innpection  and  acceptance  of  the  work,  if 
execnted  in  conformity  with  the  terms  of  the  contract. 
^'  KespectfuUy,  gentlemen,  your  obedient  servant, 

**S.  H.  LONG, 
^^ Lieut.  Ool.  Corps  Topographical  Engineers, 

"  Messrs.  Oraio  &  Bightor, 

**  Contractors y  Southwest  Pass.'* 

In  conclusion,  I  take  leave  to  present  a  further  exposition  of  my 
views  in  relation  to  the  formation  and  character  of  the  tidal  bar,  and 
for  this  purpose  I  shall  adopt  the  following  hypothesis,  based  on  the 
present  aspect  of  things,  and  upon  occurrences  known  to  have  taken 
place  in  former  times. 

The  tidal  bar  is  known  to  be  composed  of  sedimentary  matter, 
brought  down  and  deposited  by  the  waters  of  the  Mississippi,  and  con- 
sisting at  earthy  and  vegetable  materials,  exceedingly  comminuted, 
unctuous,  and  adhesive. 

The  points  at  which  the  most  copious  depositions  have  been  made 
are  those  at  which  the  currents  of  the  river  are  merged  into  the  still 
waters  of  the  Gulf. 

The  deposits  brought  down  in  each  successive  year  are  made  in  ad- 
vance of  those  of  the  preceeding  year,  thus  contributing  to  the  annual 
advancement  of  the  tidal  bar  into  the  Gulf. 

The  deposits  when  first  made,  as  before  intimated,  are  fine,  unctu- 
ous, and  impalpable,  and  constitute  a  semi-liquid  mass  of  earthy, 
mineral  and  vegetable  particles,  which,  when  brought  into  contact 
and  combination  with  the  salt  water  of  the  Gulf,  are  subjected  to 
chemical  and  mechanical  changes,  the  former  of  which  have  never 
been  adequately  examined  or  explained. 

With  respect  to  the  mechanical  changes,  or  those  produced  by  the 
oombined  agency  of  the  river  currents  and  Gulf  billows,  they  may  be 
accounted  for  in  part,  if  not  altogether,  in  the  following  manner : 

The  annual  amount  of  deposit  is  distributed  along  the  outer  margin 
of  the  tidal  bar,  in  accumulations  more  or  less  abundant,  according  to 
the  quantities  of  fresh,  muddy  water  conveyed  across  the  crest  line  of 
the  bar  at  or  near  the  points  of  deposition. 

The  deposits  having  been  made,  the  Gulf  billows  begin  to  Qxerc\«A 
a  mechanical  action  upon  them,  which  resnlla  in  \»\i^  Voim^\i\o\2L  ^^  ^ 
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crust  or  indurated  covering  upon  their  surface,  which  continues  to  in- 
crease in  thickness  and  solidity,  until  at  last  the  covering  of  the  mass 
becomes  firm  and  unyielding  and  at  the  same  time  impervious  to  the 
gases  that  are  formed  by  the  decomposition  of  the  vegetable  matter 
contained  in  the  masses  of  deposits  confined  beneath  the  crust  or  cov- 
ering. 

In  this  way  annual  deposits,  accumulations,  &c  ,  are  constantly 
occurring  ;  in  proof  of  which,  borings  through  the  alluvial  formations 
of  the  Mississippi  delta  to  great  depths  below  the  surface  have  de- 
veloped a  succession  of  stratiications  of  mud  and  indurated  clay  of 
difierent  degrees  of  hardness,  alternating  with  one  another  to  the  fall 
extent  hitherto  penetrated. 

The  decomposition  of  the  vegetable  matter  probably  occurs  annually, 
or  perhaps  less  frequently,  alter  the  subsidence  of  the  spring  and  sum- 
mer floods  of  the  Mississippi,  when  the  waters,  &c.,  adjacent  to  the 
Gulf  shall  have  been  brought  to  such  a  degree  of  temperature  as  is 
necessary  to  produce  fermentation  and  putrefaction.  At  this  and  all 
higher  degrees  of  temperature  the  process  of  decomposition  is  carried 
on  more  or  less  rapidly,  attended  by  the  production  of  gases,  which, 
in  combination  with  the  soft  mud  overlaid  by  the  crust  or  indurated 
covering  before  mentioned,  gives  to  the  underlying  mass  a  specific 
gravity  materially  less  than  that  of  the  wat^r,  deposits,  &c.,  lying 
above  ttie  crust.  Hence,  the  crust  must  yield  at  its  weaker  or  thinner 
points  ;  an  uprising  of  the  same  occurs,  and  those  hitherto  anomalous 
productions  called  ''  mud  lumps  "  ensue. 

The  uprising  of  the  indurated  covering  continues  till  the  coverings 
crack  open  at  their  highest  points,  and  the  gases  gradually  escape 
through  the  fissures,  carrying  with  them  small  streams  of  water,  ex- 
ceedingly turbid  and  of  saline  and  bitter  taste.  The  gases  thas 
escaping  are  invariably  inflammable,  like  the  bubbles  rising  from  the 
bottoms  of  fens  or  stagnant  pools. 

The  numerous  mud  lumps  that  have  come  under  my  observation 
have  invariably  presented  a  covering  of  stiff,  adhesive  clay,  rent  and 
divided  by  fissures  on  almost  every  portion  of  their  surface. 

They  assume  all  possible  forms,  those  of  the  smaller  dimensions  being 
somewhat  conical  in  their  form,  while  those  of  the  larger  sizes  present 
themselves  in  the  shape  of  ridges,  some  of  them  nearly  straight,  while 
others  are  curved  and  recurved,  presenting  very  irregular  and  ragged 
outlines.  Some  of  them  present  orifices  like  craters,  through  which 
the  salt  springs  and  gases  escape,  while  others  present  no  other 
openings  but  prolonged  fissures,  through  which  their  imprisoned  air, 
mud,  and  water  are  set  at  liberty. 

It  is  true  of  almost  every  mud  lump,  however  minute  or  spacious, 
and  whether  above  or  below  the  surface  of  the  water,  that  a  pole  or 
stake  driven  through  the  surface  of  their  indurated  covering  enters 
into  a  soft,  yielding  mud,  and  may  readily  be  thrust  downward  tea 
great  depth  with  very  little  resistance. 

Mud  lumps,  of  the  character  above  described,  are  nowhere  to  be 
met  with  except  in  the  vicinity  of  the  inner  margin  of  the  tidal  bar, 
of  which  last,  as  also  of  the  swamps  in  its  rear,  they  constitute,  not 
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only  the  sabstratam,  bat  the  entire  saperatractare  of  mud,  &c.y 
erected  thereon. 

Bespectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

8.  H.  LONG. 
Lieut.  Cd.  Top,  Engineers. 
Go\.  J.  J.  Abert, 

Chief  Top.  Eng's,  Washington,  D.  C. 

P.  8. — A  diagram,  exhibiting  the  lineR,  &c  ,  of  the  triangulations, 
is  shortly  expected,  and  will  be  forwarded  to  the  bureau  when  received. 


New  Oblbans,  April  8,  1857. 

8ir:  Having  learned  that  Messrs.  Craig  &  Bightor  purpose  to 
complete  their  works  at  the  Southwest  Pass  before  they  commence 
operations  at  the  Pass  a  I'Outre,  I  propose  to  visit  the  former  again, 
for  the  purposes  indicated  in  my  report  of  the  6th  instant,  viz:  for 
devising  and  directing  a  system  of  triangulations  and  soundings, 
having  for  its  object  a  development  of  the  practical  results  brought 
about  as  the  work  of  improvement  progresses.  Arrangements  have 
already  been  made  for  the  accomplishment  of  this  object,  and  after 
having  put  them  in  active  progress  I  purpose  to  return  to  my  station 
at  Louisville,  via  St.  Louis,  for  the  performance  of  sundry  public 
duties  requiring  my  attention  at  those  points. 
Respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

8.  H.  LONG. 
lAeut.  Gd,  Top.  Engineers. 
Col.  J.  J.  Abbrt, 

Vhif/Top.  Eng's,  Washington^  D.  C. 


Louisville,  June  20,  1867. 

Sir:  Sundry  letters  have  been  received  from  Captain  William 
Johnson  in  relation  to  the  operations  of  Messrs.  Craig  &  Rightor  at 
the  Southwest  Pass,  and  to  the  changes  produced  thereby  in  the 
channels  across  the  tidal  bar  during  the  month  of  May  last.  Hence 
it  appears  that  early  in  that  month  a  strong  gale  from  the  southeast 
prevailed  for  several  days,  and  contributed  to  the  rupture  of  the 
upper  portion  of  the  line  of  piles  through  a  distance  of  about  800  feet. 
Also,  that  at  the  end  of  the  month  the  rupture  had  been  repaired, 
and  that  the  contractors  continued  sanguine  in  the  belief  that  their 
enterprise  would  be  crowned  with  ultimate  success. 

At  the  date  last  mentioned  (May  31)  the  contractors  had  succeeded 
in  repairing  all  defects  in  the  line  of  piles,  and  in  extending  the  same 
to  an  aggregate  length  of  about  3,000  feet;  the  work  thus  extended 
remained  stable  and  unaffected  by  storms  at  that  date,  no  violent 
gales  having  occurred  since  the  protracted  gale  abov^  tio\a»^« 
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From  the  observations  of  Captain  Johnson  it  also  appears  that  no 
perceptible  changes  have  been  prodaced  in  the  bed  of  the  pass,  except 
a  slightly  accelerated  current  along  the  upper  side  of  the  line  of  piles, 
the  depths  of  the  soundings  across  the  pass,  as  also  in  the  chaoDel 
across  the  tidal  bar,  remaining  unchanged. 

Captain  Johnson  has  been  directed  to  continue  his  observations  in 
the  manner  prescribed  in  my  instructions  of  the  18th  of  April  last,  a 
copy  of  which  has  been  sent  to  the  bureau,  and  to  keep  me  apprised 
of  the  results  produced  by  the  operations  of  the  contractors ;  while  I 
bold  myself  in  readiness  to  revisit  the  work  whenever  it  shall  appear 
that  the  contractors  shall  haVe  got  it  ready  for  final  inspection.  In 
addition  to  the  documentary  information  received  from  and  through 
the  bureau  on  the  subject  of  the  passes,  I  have  succeeded  in  obtaining 
the  manuscript  reports  of  Captain  Talcott  and  his  assistants,  Messrs. 
iSideil  and  Meade,  on  the  same  subjects,  and  have  caused  the  same  to 
be  entered  among  the  records  appertaining  to  the  improvement  of  the 
mouths  of  the  Mississippi. 

Respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  H.  LONG, 
Lieut   Odond  Topographical  Engineers. 

Colonel  J.  J.  Abbkt, 

ChitJ  of  Topographical  Engineers^  Washington^  2>.  (7. 


Louisville,  July  30,  1857. 

Sir  :  Agreeably  to  a  report  of  Captain  Johnson,  received  on  the  28th 
instant,  it  appears  that  the  operations  of  Messrs.  Craig  &  Rightor  at 
the  'Southwest  Pass  during  the  month  of  June  last  have  been  attended 
with  serious  discouragements  and  doubtful  success.  The  line  of  piles 
has  been  extended  south  westward  ly  only  about  300  feet  during  the 
month,  while  the  line  through  a  distan*  e  ot  about  100  feet  of  its  north- 
eastern portion  has  been  disrupted  and  driven  from  its  moorings. 

Hence  the  extent  of  the  line  still  remaining  on  the  30th  of  June  U 
only  about  3,200  feet,  while  as  yet  nothiujc  had  been  done  towards  the 
formation  of  a  counter  line  of  piles  on  the  northwesterly  side  of  the 
pass. 

Boisterous  weather  had  prevailed  during  most  of  the  month,  by 
which  not  only  the  progress  of  the  work  had  been  much  retarded, 
but  some  four  or  five  of  the  signals  for  the  triangulations  had  been 
carried  away. 

With  respect  to  the  improvement  of  the  channel,  no  favorable 
changes  are  yet  perceptible,  and  doubts  are  still  entertained  as  to  the 
efficiency  of  the  mode  of  improvement  adopted  by  the  contractors 
under  the  sanction  of  the  War  Department. 

Respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant. 

S.  H.  LONG, 
Lieutenant  Golond  Topographical  Engineers. 

Colonel  J.  J.  Abbrt, 

OAie/ Topographical  Engineers,  WowlwRqUm,  I>.  O. 
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Unttm)  8tath3  op  America, 
Slate  of  Ohio  J  CHy  of  Cincinnati : 

The  undersigned,  who  are  the  sureties  to  the  government  of  the 
United  States  for  Craig  &  Kightor,  in  their  contract  to  clear  out  the 
obstructions  at  the  Southwest  Pass  of  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi^ 
being  advised  that  said  Craig  &  Rightor  are  about  to  apply  to  the 
proper  department  of  said  government  to  extend  the  time  for  the 
completion  of  said  work  at  said  pass,  do  hereby  agree  and  covenant,  if 
further  time  is  granted,  that  their  liability  on  said  bond  shall  in  no- 
wise be  changed  or  altered,  bat  shall  remain  and  continue  just  as  if  no 
such  extension  had  been  made;  as  they  hereby  request  the  government 
to  grant  that  extension,  and  agree  to  the  same  when  granted. 

Witness  our  hands,  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  this  31st  day  of  July,  A. 
D.  1857. 

R.  M.  CORWINE. 
JOHN  A.  CORWIN. 
In  presence  of — 
(To  whom  the  same  was  acknowledged.) 

Taken  and  acknowledged  before  me,  this  first  day  of  August,  A.  D. 
1867. 

EDWARD  R.  NEWHALL, 

United  StcUes  Commtssioner. 


Southwest  Pass,  Mississippi  River, 

August  10,  1857. 

Sir:  Our  contract  with  the  government  for  deepening  two  of  the 
passes  of  the  Mississippi  river  requires  its  completion  by  the  13th  of 
September  next.  We  respectfully  solicit  an  extension  of  time  to  the 
Ist  of  January. 

In  ahking  this  indulgence  we  do  not  desire  to  be  understood  as 
intending  any  relaxation  of  our  efforts  to  finihh  the  work  within  the 
period  designated  in  the  existing  contract ;  our  exertions  will  be  as 
energetic  and  continuous  as  they  have  heretofore  been,  and  favorable 
circumstances  might  even  yet  enable  us  to  bring  our  labor  to  a  close 
by  October.  But  it  is  not  probable  that  we  shall  be  able  to  do  so,  as 
circumstances  entirely  beyond  our  control  have  retarded  operations. 
We  have  had  a  succession  of  gales  for  some  time  past,  brief  in  their 
duration  but  sufficiently  violent  to  drive  the  waters  of  the  Gulf  into 
the  Mississippi,  and  producing  so  much  disturbance  of  the  river  as  to 
stop  all  work.  The  river,  too,  has  been  unusually  high  for  a  length 
of  time,  greatly  increasing  our  labor  and  impeding  our  progress.  We 
have  had  also  unexpected  difficulties  in  obtaining  the  necessary  timber 
in  the  neighborhood.  These  combined  circumstances  have  been  much 
to  our  disadvantage,  and  as  most  of  them  could  not  have  been  fore- 
seen or  prevented  we  hope  you  will  accord  us  the  indulgence  asked. 

We  have  expended  a  large  sum  of  money  and  done  a  vast  amount 
of  work ;  our  exertions  will  be  unremitting  \  aud  Oi^^t^  di^i^^  ^^^^ 
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rience  adds  to  our  convictioo  that  the  benefits  intended  to  commerce  by 
the  act  of  Congress  will  be  accomplished  to  your  entire  satisfaction  bj 
the  successful  prosecution  of  our  work.  We  do  not  think  it  possible 
that  any  accident  whatever  can  prevent  the  completion  of  the  work  by 
the  1st  of  January.  And  we  are  quite  satisfied  that,  should  wind  and 
weather  prove  propitious,  we  shall  be  able  to  bring  it  to  a  close  before 
that  time. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

CEAIG  &  RIGHTOB. 
Hon.  J.  Floyd, 

Secretary  of  War^  Waahingion. 


Southwest  Pass,  Mississippi  Riybb, 
August  10,  1857. 

SiK :  We  beg  to  enclose  you  a  copy  of  a  communication  which  we 
have  this  day  addressed  to  the  Hon.  John  Floyd,  Secretary  of  War, 
asking  an  extension  of  time  to  complete  the  works  now  progressing 
for  the  deepening  of  the  Southwest  Pass. 

We  will  be  obliged  to  you  to  state  whether  the  facts  set  forth  in  the 
communication  referred  to  are  true,  and  also  ask  your  opinion  as  to 
the  character  of  the  work  done,  and  as  to  the  ultimate  success  of  the 
work  if  carried  out  as  contemplated  by  the  contract  with  the  govern- 
ment. 

Respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servants, 

CRAIG  &  RIGHTOB. 
Captain  William  Johnson, 

Supervisor  of  improvements  at  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi  river. 


Southwest  Pass,  August  11,  1867. 

Gentlemen  :  Your  letter  of  yesterday,  enclosing  a  copy  of  your  com- 
munication to  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  War,  requesting  an  extension  of 
time  on  your  contract,  is  now  before  me. 

I  take  great  pleasure  in  adding  my  testimony  to  the  correctness  of 
all  therein  contained.  The  facts  stated  are  in  every  respect  true,  and 
it  is  a  matter  of  regret  with  myself  that  your  works  have  been  so 
much  retarded,  on  account  of  the  unusual  prevalence  of  boisteroos 
weather  during  the  past  summer 

The  work,  as  it  at  present  stands,  is  of  a  most  solid  and  substantial 
character,  forming  a  most  complete  breakwater,  admirably  adapted  to 
the  purpose  for  which  it  is  designed. 

From  the  efiects  already  produced,  I  have  but  little  doubt  that,  if  the 
work  is  continued  to  the  point  to  which  I  understand  it  is  your  inten- 
d/on to  extend  it,  the  resuVta  piodxxc^dL  u^oil  \Xi^>i2A^\^T^^lIteud 
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greatly  to  the  benefit  of  the  commerce  of  New  Orleans,  and  will  be 
in  accordance  with  the  stipulated  terms  of  your  contract. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  JOFINdON. 
Supervisor  of  improvement  ^  mouths  of  Mississippi. 
Messrs.  Craio  &  Bightor, 
Southwest  PasSj  Louisiana, 


LoursTiLLB,  August  20,  1857. 

Sir:  Agreeably  to  a  report  of  Captain  Johnson,  dated  on  the  30th 
altimo,  and  this  day  received,  it  appears  that  the  work  of  Messrs. 
Craig  &  Rightor  had  advanced  rather  tardily  during  the  month  of 
July  last,  and  that  the  benefits  resulting  from  it  continued  doubtful  at 
that  date. 

The  line  of  piles  had  been  prolonged  southwestwardly  toward  the 
tidal  bar,  with  a  deflection  of  about  five  degrees  to  the  right,  through 
a  distance  of  about  1,100  feet,  making  the  entire  length  of  the  line, 
formed  at  the  close  of  the  month,  about  4,300  feet. 

From  the  soundings  on  the  lines  of  the  triangulations,  it  does  not 
appear  that  either  the  depth  or  the  width  of  the  main  navigable  chan- 
nels has  been  increased,  in  consequence  of  the  work  that  has  been 
done  under  the  contract,  except  in  so  far  as  relates  to  a  perceptible 
di?ergence  of  the  outflows  of  the  water  across  the  tidal  bar,  from  the 
left  to  the  right,  or  northward,  which  appears  to  have  been  occasioned 
by  the  line  of  piles. 

The  weather  appears  to  have  been  less  boisterous,  and  more  favora- 
ble for  the  prosecution  of  the  work,  during  the  month  of  July,  than 
it  had  been  during  the  preceding  month. 

Respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

8.  H.  LONG, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  T.  E. 
Col.  J.  J.  Abert, 

Chief  Topographical  Engineers^  Washington^  D.  0. 


LouisviLLB,  August  27,  1857. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  be  in  the  receipt  of  your  instructions  of 
^e  21st  instant,  requiring  a  report  on  the  application  of  Messrs. 
^^^ig  &  Rightor  for  an  extension  of  their  contract  or  contracts  for 
^^pening  and  widening  the  channels  at  the  mouths  of  the  Missis- 
Mppi.  In  compliance  therewith  I  beg  leave  to  premise,  with  a  refer- 
^ce  to  my  inspection  reports  of  the  6th  of  April  and  6th  of  May  last, 
^nd  to  my  reports  of  the  20th  of  June  and  30th  of  July  last,  and  20th 
^f  Angnst  instant,  for  various  items  of  information  in  reference  to  the 
^mmencement,  progress,  and  result  of  the  operations  of  Messrs. 
Oraig  &  Rightor,  prior  to  the  Ist  of  the  present  month.    It  should, 
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moreover,  be  premised  and  borne  in  mind  that  Messrs.  Craig  & 
Bightor  have  entered  into  two  distinct  contracts  of  the  same  date, 
(November  13,  1856,)  one  for  the  improvement  of  the  channel  at  the 
Southwest  Pass  and  the  other  for  a  similar  improvement  of  the  Pass 
a  rOutre  ;  and  that,  from  the  terms  of  the  application,  some  doubts 
exist  whether  an  extension  of  one  or  both  contracts  is  solicited  by  the 
contractors,  although  it  may  be  inferred  that  an  extension  of  both 
contracts  may  be  desired. 

The  facts  set  lorth  in  the  application,  and  corroborated  by  Captain 
Johnson  id  so  far  as  relates  to  the  actual  progress  of  the  work  of  the 
contractors  at  the  Southwest  Pass  prior  to  the  3ist  of  July  last,  appear 
to  be  in  accordance  with  the  monti  ly  reports  of  Captain  Johnson  up 
to  that  date  ;  but  it  does  not  appear  that  anything  has  yet  been  done 
by  the  contractors,  either  toward  the  formation  of  a  line  of  piles,  or 
breakwater,  on  the  northerly  side  of  the  channel  at  the  Southwest 
Pass,  or  towards  the  improvement  of  the  channel  at  Pass  a  I'Outre; 
while  irom  the  reports  of  Captain  Johnson,  prior  to  the  same  date,  it 
does  not  appear  that  any  changes  have  hitherto  occurred  in  the  width 
or  depth  oi  the  channel  acrons  the  tidal  bar  of  a  character  to  justify 
the  belief  or  expectation  that  the  object  of  the  contract  for  the  improve- 
ment ot  the  Southwest  Pass  is  likely  to  be  attained  by  the  execution 
and  completion  of  the  work  provided  for  in  the  contract. 

A  due  consideration  of  the  subject  involves  the  observance  of  a 
distinction  between  the  works  actuaVy  done  and  the  effects  produced 
thertby^  and  the  woiks  remaining  to  be  done  and  the  results  likely  to  be 
produced  theieby.  In  reference  to  the  former  the  statements  of  the 
contractors,  in  relation  to  the  progress,  hindrances,  and  cost  of  the 
works,  are  probably  correct,  while  the  beneficial  results  produced 
thereby  are  undoubtedly  questionable.  But  in  reference  to  the  latter, 
not  only  the  practicability  of  the  works,  but  the  results  likely  to  be 
obtained  are  altogether  problematical — no  sufficient  proofs  of  their 
feasibility  and  ultimate  efficiency  having  as  yet  been  exhibited. 

In  this  connexion  it  is  proper  to  observe  that  the  letter  of  Captain 
Johtjson  to  Mei^srs.  Craig  &  Bightor,  especially  in  so  far  as  relates  to 
prospective  operations  and  results,  is  not  only  extra-official,  but  that 
its  Commendations  are  not  sustained  by  the  facts  and  results  reported 
by  him  for  the  months  of  May,  June,  and  July  last. 

Nevertheless,  in  view  of  the  alleged  facts  of  the  case  as  stated  in 
the  application,  and  with  the  knowledge  that  the  lines  of  the  piles 
have  nut  yet  been  multiplied  and  extended  in  the  manner  contem* 
plated  in  the  proposals  of  Messrs.  Craig  &  Bightor,  which  have  heea 
recognized  in  their  contracts  as  part  and  parcel  of  those  instruments, 
1  deem  it  reasonable  and  proper  that  the  prayer  of  the  contractors 
for  the  extension  of  the  period  of  their  contract  for  the  improvement 
of  the  Southwest  Pass  be  granted. 

But  with  respect  to  the  contract  for  the  improvement  of  Pass  a  j 
rOutre  1  am  not  aware  that  anything  has  hitherto  been  done.  The  ^ 
contractors  may  have  made  arrangements  for  the  requisite  supply  of9 
timber  tor  this  work  ;  but  it  does  not  appear  that  any  materials  for^ 
the  work  have  as  yet  been  delivered  at  this  pass. 

With  regaid  to  the  ability  of  the  contractors  to  aocomplish  the  ol 
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jects  of  their  contracts  by  the  let  of  January  next,  by  any  means 
applicable,  in  conformity  to  contract  stipulations,  doubts  may  be  fairly 
entertained.  The  line  of  piles  already  formed  has  an  extent  of  less 
than  a  mile.  The  chart  on  which  the  proposed  lines  have  been  de- 
lineated indicates  an  aggregate  extent  of  pile  lines  or  jettees  of  some 
four  or  five  miles,  leaving  for  the  extent  of  lines  still  to  be  formed 
three  or  four  miles.  Yet  the  contractors  ''  do  not  think  it  possible 
that  any  accident  whatsoever  can  prevent  the  completion  of  the  work 
by  the  first  of  January,"  *  *  *  **  and  are  quite  satis- 
fied that,  should  winds  and  weather  prove  propitiou-",  they  will  be 
able  to  bring  it  to  a  close  before  that  time." 

In  view  of  the  whole  subject,  I  feel  constrained  to  decline  any  con- 
currence in  the  opinions  of  the  contractors,  in  so  far  as  relates  to  the 
beneficial  results  already  produced,  or  likely  hereafter  to  be  produced 
by  their  work  as  it  now  is,  or  in  the  belief  that  they  will  be  able  to 
accomplish  the  objects  of  their  contracts  by  the  means  and  appliances 
now  employed  for  that  purpose  ;  yet  I  regard  the  accomplishment  as 
a  problem  that  can  be  conclusively  solved  by  experiment  only. 

BespectfuUy  submitted. 

8.  H.  LONG, 
Lieutenant  Col.  Top.  Engineers. 

Col.  J.  J.  Abbrt, 

Chief  Top,  Engineers,  Washington^  D.  O. 

P.  S. — Agreeably  to  directions,  the  papers  sent  are  herewith  re- 
turned, to  wit : 
The  memorial  of  Messrs.  Oraig  &  Bightor. 
Extension  of  bond  given  by  Messrs  Craig  &  Bightor. 
Letter  of  Craig  &  Bightor  to  Captain  William  Johnson. 
Letter  of  Captain  William  Johnson  to  Craig  &  Bightor. 

8.  H.  LONG. 


BURBAU  OF  TOPOGRAPHIOAL  EnOINEBBS, 

WashingUm,  August  31,  1867. 

Snt :  In  reference  to  the  petition  of  Messrs.  Craig  &  Bightor,  I 
respectfully  refer  to  the  enclosed  report  from  Captain  Woodruff ;  but 
before  deciding  upon  said  petition,  reference  is  respectfully  made  to 
the  opinion  of  Mr.  Attorney  General  Taney,  pages  481,  482,  vol.  2, 
OfiScial  Opinion  of  Attorney  General,  by  B.  F.  Uall. 

While  on  this  subject,  allow  me  again  to  call  attention  to  a  recom- 
mendation in  a  report  of  the  14th  April  last,  that  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Long  be  ordered  to  Washington. 

The  objects  of  this  recommendation  are : 

Ist.  That  he  may  have  access  to  all  maps,  drawings,  surveys,  and 
reports  in  relation  to  that  work  in  this  and  other  offices. 

2d.  That,  inasmuch  as  great  interest  is  felt  in  this  measure^  and 
lar^e  appropriations  have  been  made,  a  board  tdlVj  \i^  ot^^soLViR^^  pil 
which  Lieuten&nt  Colonel  Long  should  \)e  t\iQ '^T^%\d^\i\»)  \x^  ^"ox"^^ 
H.  Ex.  Doc.  5 4 
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final  plan  of  mode  of  operating^  and  final  estimate  of  probable  ooet. 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Long,  having  had  much  experience  on  the  Mis- 
siesippi,  at  its  mouth  and  above,  would  give  proper  weight  to  the 
opinions  of  such  a  board. 

The  board  to  consist  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  S.  H.  Long,  president ; 
Captain  Humphreys,  topographical  engineers,  member ;  Captain 
Woodrufi*,  topographical  engineers,  member;  and  as  member,  re- 
corder, and  draughtsman.  Civil  Engineer  8.  T.  Abert,  at  $5  per  day, 
to  be  paid  out  of  any  appropriation  for  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi, 
upon  accounts  duly  certified  by  the  president  of  said  board. 

3d.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Long,  being  here,  can  attend  to  his  rather 
complicated  public  accounts. 

The  report  of  the  board  to  be  made  to  this  bureau. 

Respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  J.  ABERT, 
Colonel  Corps  Topographical  Engineers. 

Hon.  John  B.  Floyd, 

Secretary  of  War. 

Indorsement  on  the  above  letter. 

^*  Let  the  time  for  the  completion  of  the  contracts  be  extended  as 
asked  for. 

•^J.  B.  FLOYD, 
*^  Secretary  of  War. 
''  War  Dbpabthknt,  September  15,  1857." 


Bureau  of  Topographical  Enginebrs, 

Washington,  August  31,  1867. 

Sir:  Colonel  Long,  to  whom  was  referred  the  application  of  Messrs. 
Craig  &  Bightor  for  extension  of  their  contract  or  contracts  for  dee^ 
ening  and  widening  the  channels  at  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi, 
reports: 

First.  That  there  are  two  contracts  of  same  date,  (November  13, 
1856,)  one  for  the  improvement  of  the  channel  of  the  Southwest  Pass, 
and  the  other  for  a  similar  improvement  of  Pass  &  TOutre ;  and  that 
from  the  terms  of  the  application  some  doubts  exist  whether  an  exten- 
sion of  one  or  both  contracts  is  solicited  by  the  contractors,  although 
it  may  be  inferred  that  an  extension  of  both  contracts  may  be  desir^. 

Second.  That  it  does  not  appear  that  anything  has  been  done  by 
the  contractors,  either  towards  the  formation  of  a  line  of  piles  or 
breakwater  on  the  northerly  side  of  Southwest  Pass,  or  towards  the 
improvement  of  the  channel  at  Pass  &  T Outre. 

Third.  That  it  does  not  appear  that  any  changes  have  hitherto  oc- 
curred in  the  width  or  depth  of  the  channel  across  the  tidal  bar  of  a 
character  to  justify  the  belief  or  expectation  that  the  object  of  the 
contract  for  the  improvement  of  the  Southwest  Pass  is  likely  to  be 
fkttained  by  the  execution  and  completion  of  the  work  provided  for  in 
the  contract. 

Fourth.  That  the  letter  (^Xujgmt  W^l^^^"^  q{  C&^tain  Johnson  to 
Meaara.  Craig  &  Bightor,  eapociaWy  m  «o  itax  wT^wb\«»\ft\\Q%^w8«?i^ 
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operations  and  results,  is  not  only  extra  official,  bnt  that  its  commen- 
dations are  not  sustained  by  the  facts  and  results  reported  by  him  for 
the  months  of  May,  June,  and  July  last. 

Fifth.  That,  nevertheless,  in  view  of  the  alleged  facts  of  the  case  as 
statra  in  the  application,  and  with  knowledge  that  the  lines  of  piles 
have  not  yet  been  multiplied  and  extended  in  the  manner  contemplated 
in  the  proposals  of  Messrs.  Craig  &  Bightor,  which  have  been  re- 
cognized in  their  contracts  as  parts  and  parcel  of  these  instruments, 
it  is  reaaanahle  and  proper  that  the  prayer  of  the  contractors  for  the  eX' 
tension  of  the  period  of  their  contract  for  the  improvement  of  the  South' 
west  Pass  be  granted. 

Sixth.  That  with  respect  to  the  contract  for  the  improvement  of  Pass 
k  rOutre,  it  does  not  appear  that  anything  has  hitherto  been  done,  or 
that  any  materials  for  the  work  have  as  yet  been  delivered  at  this  pass. 

Seventh,  That  doubts  may  be  iiftirly  entertained  with  regard  to  the 
ability  of  the  contractors  to  accomplish  the  object  of  their  contract  by 
the  first  of  January  next ;  an  extent  of  less  than  one  mile  of  the  line 
of  piles  has  been  formed,  the  aggregate  extent  of  pile  lines  or  jettees 
indicated  upon  the  chart  being  some  four  or  five  miles,  leaving  for  the 
extent  of  lines  still  to  be  formed  three  or  four  miles. 

Eighth.  That  he  declines  to  concur  in  the  opinion  of  the  contractors, 
in  so  far  as  relates  to  the  beneficial  results  already  produced  or  likely 
hereafter  to  be  produced  by  their  work  as  it  now  is,  yet  he  regards  the 
accomplishment  as  a  problem  that  can  be  conclusively  solved  by  ex- 
perience only. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  WOODRUFF. 
Captain  Topographical  Engineers. 

Colonel  J.  J.  Abert, 

Bureau  Topographical  Engineers. 


BuRRAU  OF  Topographical  Engineers, 

Washington^  September  16,  1857. 
Sir:  The  decision  of  the  honorable  Secretary  of  War,  upon  the 
Craig  &  Rightor  contract  for  an  extension  of  time,  is  transmitted  for 
your  information  and  government. 

^'Let  the  time  for  the  completion  of  the  contract  be  extended  as 
asked  for. 

"J.B.FLOYD, 

'^  Secretary  of  War. 
**  War  Department,  September  15, 1857." 

BespectiuUy,  sir,  your  obedient  servant^ 

J.  J.  ABERT, 
Colonel  Corps  Topographical  Engineers 

Lieut.  Col.  8.  H.  Long, 

Corps  Topographical  Engineers^  Loui8i}i(le)  K\|« 
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HouTHWxsT  Pa8B,  November  21,  1857. 

Sir:  Inasmuch  as  we,  the  ooDtractors  for  the  improvement  of  the 
Southwest  Pass  of  the  Mississippi  river,  are  desirous  of  again  applying 
to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  War  for  a  further  extension  of  the  con- 
tract time;  and  inasmuch  as  we  believe  that  said  application  must, 
in  the  routine  of  official  business,  be  first  submitted  to  the  govern- 
ment officer  in  charge  for  his  approbation  before  the  same  can  be 
granted,  we  are  therefore  desirous  of  learning  from  you  whether,  in 
such  an  event,  your  report  would  be  favorable  to  such  extension. 

The  grounds  upon  which  we  should  ask  an  extension  are  as  follows : 

1st.  The  extraordinary  prevalence  of  boisterous  weather  during  the 
ipast  fall,  not  having  more  than  t«n  or  twelve  working  days,  thereby 
imaterially  retarding  our  operations. 

2d.  The  fact  that  the  river  has  been  unusually  low  during  the  past 
(three  months,  and,  in  consequence  thereof,  the  agency  we  depended 
upon  for  the  accomplishment  of  the  results  desired  was  not  in  ex* 
ktenoe. 

8d.  The  fact  of  the  past  and  present  commercial  crisis  having  so  lar 

{^rostrated  the  money  market  that  the  obtaining  of  the  necessary 
ands  was  an  impossibility. 

dth.  That  we  have  expended  a  large  amount  of  cash,  which  will  be 
a  total  loss  to  us  in  case  the  government  refuses  to  grant  us  a  renewed 
extension. 

5th.  That  in  order  to  facilitate  the  operation  of  the  current,  and  to 
open  the  pass  to  the  required  depth  at  the  earliest  date  practicable^ 
the  contractors  are  prepared  to  call  into  play  the  agency  of  the  rake, 
harrow,  and  scraper,  which,  they  believe,  will  accomplish  the  end 
desired  long  before  the  expiration  of  the  extension  time  applied  for. 
An  early  answer  will  much  oblige, 

Yours,  very  respectfully, 

CRAIG  &  RIGHTOR. 
Lieutenant  Colonel  S.  H.  Long, 

United  Staiea  Armff^  ScnUhweei  FaaSy  MiaeUsippi  river. 


Nbw  Oblbaks,  November  27,  1857. 

Snt:  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  submit  an  application  of  Messrs. 
draig  &  Rightor,  contractors  for  the  removal  of  obstructions  from  the 
mouths  or  outlets  of  the  Southwest  Pass  and  of  the  Pass  k  T Outre, 
soliciting  an  additional  extension  of  the  term  of  their  contracts. 

The  arguments  urged  in  favor  of  the  extension  appear  valid  and 
forcible,  and  I  take  leave  briefly  to  comment  thereon  in  the  order  of 
their  presentation  in  the  application. 

1st.  Agreeably  to  my  own  observations  and  inquiries,  and  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  reports  received  from  time  to  time  from  William 
Johnson,  esq.,  supervisor  of  the  pass,  in  my  employ,  the  statements 
in  this  item  of  the  application  appear  to  be  fully  sustained. 
2d.  The  stage  of  water  in  tho  paaB^,  dL\xtvii\£,>3ti^  Vlvm^  t!i^x!l\Ks^xl^ 
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in  this  item,  appears  also  to  have  been  correctly  stated.  No  accele- 
ration of  the  current  appears  to  have  occurred  during  the  time  men- 
tioned. 

3d.  The  late  embarrassments  in  money  affairs  are  too  well  known 
to  need  a  comment. 

4th.  The  expenditures  on  the  work  have  undoubtedly  been  very 
heavy.  I  have  been  credibly  informed  that  they  have  already 
amounted  to  at  least  $60,000. 

5th.  The  proposal  contained  in  this  item  in  reference  to  the  adop- 
tion of  the  met  nod  of  dredging  by  the  use  of  rakes,  harrows,  and 
scrapers,  in  connexion  with  the  wing  dams  contemplated  as  the  means 
of  improving  the  channels,  is,  in  ray  opinion,  not  only  acceptable,  but 
advisable.  The  combination  of  the  two  methods,  viz :  the  construc- 
tion of  the  wing  dams,  combined  with  the  process  of  dredging,  will 
be  likely  to  prove  more  efficacious  than  either  of  the  meth^s  singly 
adopted. 

It  appears  manifest  that  the  contractors  undertook  the  work  without 
due  consideration  of  the'  numerous  casualties  and  difficulties  in  the 
way  of  its  successful  prosecution.  They  seem  to  have  been  impressed 
with  the  idea  that  the  channels  could  be  improved  by  the  removal  of 
soft  mud  from  their  bottoms  and  sides,  instead  of  which  indurated 
beds  of  adhesive  clay,  called  mud  lumps,  were  the  formidable  obstruc- 
tions in  the  way  of  navigation.  They  seem  to  have  anticipated  very 
little  interruption  from  stresses  of  weather,  which  prevail  more  or  less 
violently  in  every  month  of  the  year  at  the  outlets  of  the  Mississippi 
into  the  Gulf.  No  injuries  to  the  work  appear  to  have  been  antici- 
pated from  the  surf  and  lashing  of  the  billows  of  the  Qulf,  whereas 
extensive  breaches  have  frequently  been  made  in  the  line  of  piles  by 
agencies  of  this  character.  These  and  numerous  other  incidents, 
neither  foreseen  nor  provided  for,  have  not  only  contributed  to  retard 
the  progress  of  the  work,  but  to  occasion  heavy  outlays  in  repairing 
damages  done  to  it. 

In  view  of  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  and  especially  in  con- 
sideration of  the  proposal  to  apply  harrows,  scrapers,  &c.,  for  the 
purpose  of  breaking  up  and  removing  the  mud  lumps  and  hard  bars 
that  occur  in  the  channels — a  method  of  operation  which  has  proved 
successful  and  efficient  on  a  former  occasion — I  do  not  hesitate  to  com- 
mend the  application  of  the  contractors  for  another  extension  of  their 
contracts  to  the  favorable  consideration  of  the  War  Department. 

In  regard  to  the  duration  of  the  extension  asked  for,  no  limit  has 
been  fixed  by  the  contractors ;  I  would  therefore  respectfully  suggest 
that  it  be  limited  to  the  1st  of  July  next,  which  the  contractors  regard 
as  an  ample  allowance  for  the  tulfilment  of  their  contracts. 

I  take  leave  to  signify  my  belief  that  one  of  the  stipulations  of  the 
contract  is  a  hard  one,  viz :  that  requiring  the  excavation  of  the  chan- 
nel across  the  bars  to  the  depth  of  twenty  feet.  Agreeably  to  the  best 
lights  I  can  obtain  in  reference  to  this  matter,  I  am  satisfied  that  this 
depth  cannot  be  obtained  by  any  means  whatever  without  a  considera- 
tion greatly  exceeding  that  specified  in  the  coulra/ctA,  lu  mi  YCi^\^ 
tiofl  report  of  April  laat  I  hazarded  tbe  opmioxi  t\i^\»  ^\^\a«i2l  \^^*^ 
Bbonld  be  the  maximum  depth  that  ought  to  oe  avrnftdi  «A.  Sxi  vai^xwva% 
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the  outlets  of  the  Mississippi  into  the  Galf ;  I  am  still  of  the  same 
opinion,  and  would  further  suggest  the  propriety  of  adopting  eighteen 
feet  helow  ordinary  low  tide  (instead  of  the  stipulated  twenty  feet) 
as  the  maximum  depth  practicable  across  the  tidal  bars  at  the  outlets 
of  either  of  the  passes  into  the  Gulf. 

Respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

8.  H.  LONG, 
LietU.  CoUmd  Topographical  EngWs. 

Ool     J     J     ^BBRT 

*  Chief  Top'l  EngWs,  Washington,  D.  G. 


Nbw  Orleans,  Dtcemher  3,  1867. 

Sir  :  We  are  reluctantly  compelled  to  ask  indulgence,  and  to  seek 
relief  at  your  hands,  on  our  contract  for  removing  the  obstructions  at 
the  outlets  of  the  Mississippi  river.  Events  entirely  beyond  our  con- 
trol, and  -some  of  which  no  sagacity  could  have  anticipated,  force  us 
to  seek  such  a  change  in  our  contract  as  will  secure  us  from  pecuniary 
embarrassment  little  short  of  ruin. 

By  the  terms  of  our  contract  we  were  not  to  receive  any  compensa- 
tion until  the  completion  of  the  work  at  the  Southwest  Pass,  and  its 
approval  by  the  proper  officers  of  the  government.  Down  to  this 
time  the  moneys  that  we  have  expended  have  been  out  of  our  private 
fortunes,  or  upon  the  credit  that  our  resources  have  enabled  us  to 
command.  These  means  now  fail  us.  After  an  actual  expenditure  in 
money  of  sixty- six  thousand  and  seventy- nine  dollars  and  twenty- 
seven  cents,  ($66,079  27,)  we  find  all  our  resources  cut  off,  and  our 
credit,  like  the  credit  of  everybody  else,  utterly  unavailable.  No 
prudence  could  have  protected  us  against  a  misfortune  which  is  com- 
mon to  all.  Industry,  economy,  integrity,  are  for  the  purpose  of 
raising  money  of  no  use  whatever  ;  and  unless  the  government  in  a 
liberal  and  jast  spirit  advances  us  the  amount  of  our  expenditures, 
in  order  to  furnish  us  the  facilities  for  going  on  with  the  work, 
we  can  apprehend  nothing  but  a  total  loss  from  our  past  outlay.  In 
times  like  these^  when  all  creditors  are  indulgent  to  their  debtors,  we 
respectfully  submit  that  the  government  ought,  at  least,  to  imitate 
their  justice,  and  not  press  with  vigor  contractors  who  are  and  have 
been  acting  in  entire  good  faith.  We  are  going  on  with  the  work, 
but  our  farther  progress  is  dependent  upon  the  decision  which  yon 
make  on  this  application.  Should  you  lend  a  favorable  ear  to  it,  we 
shall  be  able  to  complete  the  work  by  the  1st  of  July.  W®  purpose 
adding  scrapers  and  rakes  to  our  present  means,  as  auxiliary  to  the 
general  plan^  and  this  involves  a  heavy  expenditure  of  at  least 
$30,000.  Disappointed  by  a  low  river  from  that  acceleration  of  cur- 
rent upon  which  we  depended  for  removing  the  obstructions,  we  are 
bound  to  resort  to  artificial  means.  We  believe  that  the  additional 
power  which  we  intend  to  apply  will  haaten  the  work  to  its  completion. 
Bat  we  can  do  nothing  witnout  yoxit  aaa\«\«iXi^,  wA^^\.t\»X.ir^4q 
Oct  vainly  count  upon  it. 
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Colonel  Long  recommends  the  extension  of  time,  and  we  beg  to  refer 

yon  to  his  report.     The  other  suggestions  made  as  to  depth  of  water, 

and  so  favorably  considered  by  him,  we  beg  leave  to  urge  upon  yonr 

consideration. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

CRAIG  &  RIGHTOR. 
Hon.  John  B.  Floyd, 

Secretary  of  War^  Waahingion^  D.  C. 


BuEBAU  OF  Topographical  Enginbkrs, 

Washington^  December  16,  1857. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  your  direction  to  report  upon 
the  application  of  Messrs.  Craig  &  Rightor  on  the  3d  instant,  referred 
to  this  bureau,  for  relief  from  the  obligations  of  their  contracts  for 
removal  of  obstructions  at  the  passes  of  the  Mississippi  river. 

Two  contracts  of  the  same  date  (November  13,  1856)  were  entered 
into  by  the  contractors,  one  for  the  improvement  of  the  channel  of 
Southwest  Pass,  and  the  other  for  a  similar  improvement  of  Pass  i 
rOutre. 

By  the  terms  of  the  contracts  the  works  were  to  be  completed  on  or 
before  the  13th  of  September,  1857. 

On  the  10th  of  August,  1857,  the  contractors  solicited  an  extension 
of  time  to  the  1st  of  January  next,  for  the  ful61ment  of  their  con- 
tracts. The  application  was  referred  to  Lieut.  Colonel  Long,  the  en- 
gineer officer  in  charge,  who  recommended  the  exteusion.  Lieut. 
Colonel  Lonsc  remarks  :  '^  With  regard  to  the  ability  of  the  contractors 
to  accomplish  the  objects  of  their  contracts  by  the  1st  of  January  next, 
by  any  means  applicable  in  conformity  to  contract  stipulations,  doubts 
may  be  fairly  entertained.  The  line  of  piles  already  formed  has  an 
extent  of  less  than  a  mile.  The  chart  on  which  the  proposed  lines 
have  been  delineated  indicate  an  aggregate  extent  of  pile  lines  or 
jettees  of  some  4  or  5  miles,  leaving  for  the  extent  of  lines  still  to  be 
formed  3  or  4  miles  ;  yet  the  contractors  do  not  think  it  possible  that 
any  accident  whatever  can  prevent  the  completion  of  the  work  by  the 
1st  of  January,"  ♦  ♦  *  <«  and  are  quite  satisfied  that,  should  winds 
and  weather  prove  propitious,  they  will  be  able  to  bring  it  to  a  close 
before  that  time."  In  view  of  the  whole  subject,  I  feel  constrained  to 
decline  any  concurrence  in  the  opinions  of  the  contractors,  in  so  far  as 
relates  to  the  beneficial  results  already  produced  or  likely  hereafter 
to  be  produced  by  their  work  as  it  now  is,  or  in  the  belief  that  they 
will  be  able  to  accomplish  the  objects  of  their  contracts  by  the  means 
and  appliances  now  employed  for  that  purpose  ;  yet  I  regard  the  ac- 
complishment as  a  problem  that  can  be  conclusively  solved  by  experi- 
ment only. 

The  extension  of  time  was  granted  by  the  Secretary  of  War  on  the 
15th  of  September  last. 

On  the  27th  of  November  Lieut.  Colonel  lion^  %\iJaxa\\A  «ji«b^^v»*- 
OD  of  the  contractors  for  a  further  extension  ot  \.\mft,  'vWOcLSax^^wsir 
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mended  by  LieutenaDt  Colonel  Long,  and  that  it  be  limited  to  the  Ist 
day  of  July  next.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Long  suggests  also  a  modifi- 
cation of  the  contract  as  regards  the  depth  of  the  channel  from  twenfy 
to  eighteen  feet. 

Tl'e  following  indorsement  was  made  thereupon  : 

'^  Respectfully  submitted.  I  do  not  recommend  an  agreement  with 
the  suggestions  ot  Lieutenant  Colonel  Long. — (See  Opinions  of  Attor- 
neys General,  vol.  2,  pages  481-'82. 

"J.  J.  ABERT, 
**  Colonel  Corps  Topographical  Engineers.*' 

The  above  application  was  submitted  to  the  War  Department  on  the 
4th  instant. 

The  contractors  now  solicit  relief  from  the  terms  of  the  contract, 
and  ask  the  government  to  advance  the  amount  of  their  expenditures 
(namely,  $66,079  27)  to  enable  them  to  prosecute  the  contract.  The 
4th  article  of  the  contract  provides  for  this  very  contingency  in  these 
words  :  '^  But,  on  the  other  hand,  it  it  shall  be  found  that  the  work 
has  not  been  completed  agreeably  to  this  contract,  then  the  said  Craig 
&  Rightor  shall  have  no  right  to  demand  any  portion  of  the  above 
sum,  or  have  any  claim  or  demand  upon  the  government,  whether  for 
compensation  for  woik  done  or  for  damages  or  losses  sustained  or 
expenses  incurred  by  them." 

By  the  decision  of  the  Attorney  General,  above  referred  to,  the 
rights  of  the  United  States  become  vested  according  to  the  terms  of 
the  contract,  and  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  agents  to  release  or  modify 
them,  nor  can  relief  be  given  by  the  executive  departments  ;  recourse 
must  be  had  to  Congress. 

Respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  J.  ABERT, 
Colonel  Corps  Topographical  Engineers. 

Hon.  John  B.  ^loyd. 

Secretary  of  War. 

Indorsement  on  the  above. 

^'Let  the  time  for  the  completion  of  the  contracts  be  further 
extended  to  July  1,  1858,  and  the  contract  in  regard  to  the  depth  of 
the  channel  from  twenty  to  eighteen  feet  be  modified  as  recommended 
by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Long. 

"J.  B.  FLOYD,  Secretary  of  War. 

**  Wak  Dbpartmbnt,  January  4, 1858." 


mSSISSIFPI  SIYEB,   ETC.  57 

hspedion  report  of  Lieutenant  OoiUmd  8.  H.  Long  in  reference  to  the 
removal  of  obstructions  from  the  Southwest  Pass  of  the  Mississippi. 
Rendered  December  31,  1857. 

LouiBViLLB,  December  31,  1857. 
Sm:  Pnrsnant  to  jour  instrnctions  of  the  31st  October  last,  I  visited 
the  Southwest  Pass  of  the  Mississippi  on  the  19th  of  the  ensuing  Novem- 
ber, and  on  the  2d  of  December  following  engaged  in  examinations  and 
iBopiries  in  relation  to  the  operations  in  progress  for  the  improvement 
of  Ked  river  at  and  near  the  raft,  and  I  now  nave  the  honor  to  submit 
my  views  and  the  results  of  my  observations  and  inquiries  in  refierence 
to  the  works  in  progress  at  these  two  localities. 

Southwest  Pass. 

The  operations  of  Messrs.  Craig  &  Bightor,  contractors  for  the  im- 

trovement  of  the  Southwest  Pass  and  of  the  Pass  a  T  Outre,  have 
itherto  been  confined  exclusively  to  the  improvement  of  the  former, 
nothing  having  yet  been  done  toward  the  improvement  of  the  latter 
pass. 

The  work  done  in  the  Southwest  Pass  consists  in  the  formation  of  a 
single  line  of  wing  dam  6,733  feet  long,  composed  of  square  and  plank 
piles  driven  firmly  into  the  bed  of  the  pass,  and  strongly  banded  to- 
gether at  and  near  the  surface  of  the  water  by  means  of  streamers  or 
ribands,  iron  spikes  and  bolts,  in  the  manner  heretofore  explained  in 
my  inspection  report  of  the  6th  of  April  last.  The  general  direction 
of  the  dam  is  about  north  40^  east  or  south  40^  west. 

At  the  upper  or  northerly  extremity  of  the  dam  the  water  does  not 
exceed  three  ieet  in  depth  ;  as  we  descend  along  the  line  of  the  dam 
the  depth  gradually  increases  to  about  twelve  feet,  which  is  the  depth 
at  the  lower  end  of  the  dam. 

Through  a  distance  of  about  1,600  feet,  on  the  upper  portion  of  the 
dam,  indurated  beds  of  sand  and  clay  occurred  at  the  depth  of  six  to 
eight  feet  below  the  water  surface.  On  being  penetrated  by  the  piles, 
these  beds  thus  disturbed  resolve  themselves  into  a  sort  of  quicksand, 
too  yielding  to  afford  the  requisite  stability  to  the  piles.  In  conse* 
qnence,  and  on  the  occurrence  of  protracted  boisterous  weather,  soon 
after  this  portion  of  the  dam  was  built,  the  line  of  piles  was  ruptured 
in  many  places,  and  in  some  instances  thorough  breaches  of  greater  or 
less  extent  were  found  in  it. 

The  residue  of  the  dam  being  strongly  fortified  by  substantial  square 

J)ile8  driven  on  both  sides  of  the  plank  piling,  and  at  intervals  of  only 
bur  or  five  feet  asunder,  successfully  withstood  the  buffetings  of  the 
storms,  and  the  surf  produced  thereby,  and  still  remains  erect  and 
stable. 

The  construction  of  the  line  of  piles  above  considered  comprises  all 
the  work  done  by  the  contractors  prior  to  the  date  of  my  inspection. 
The  wing  dam  contemplated  to  be  formed  on  the  northwesterly  side 
of  the  pass  remains  to  be  constructed,  which  ia  alao  tn<^  ol  \}qa  ^^^^^^^ 
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traverse  dams  across  the  heads  of  outlets  on  both  sides  of  the  pass, 
which  were  conditionally  provided  for  in  the  contract,  all  these  sab- 
sidiary  works,  together  with  an  ad  Jitional  prolongation  of  the  line  of 
the  dam  already  built  remaining  to  be  formed. 

The  materials  used  in  the  formation  of  the  dam,  exclusive  of  a  large 
quantity  driven  away  and  lost  in  storms,  amount  to  about  2,000,000 
superficial  feet  of  yellow  pine  and  cypress  lumber,  and  five  tons  of 
iron  in  bolts  and  spikes. 

The  materials  on  hand,  and  applicable  to  the  further  prosecution  of 
the  work  in  the  Southwest  Pass,  consists  of  160,000  feet,  board  measure, 
of  plank  piles,  varying  in  length  from  twelve  to  thirty-five  feet,  of  aboat 
500  square  piles,  twenty-five  to  forty-five  feet  long,  and  of  about  four 
tons  of  iron  in  bolts,  bars,  and  8;'iikes,  all  on  hand  and  ready  for  use. 

The  craft  employed  on  the  work  includes  the  steamer  Fanny  Fern, 
fitted  up  with  a  double  pile  engine,  worked  by  steam  power  ;  also  of  a 
pile  boat,  called  the  Little  Fanny,  fitted  up  with  a  similar  pile  en«^ine, 
worked  by  steam,  together  with  sundry  fiatboats,  yawls,  skiffs^  &c/ 

The  force  in  the  service  consists  of  two  captains,  two  steam  engi- 
neers, two  foremen,  one  blacksmith,  one  striker,  two  cooks,  and 
twenty-three  laborers— in  all,  thirty-three  individuals. 

Owing  to  the  unusual  prevalence  of  boisterous  and  stormy  weather, 
during  the  last  three  n^onths,  the  work  of  the  contractors  has  been 
greatly  retarded.  From  reliable  information,  it  appears  that  during 
the  period  just  mentioned  only  eight  or  ten  working  days  have 
occurred,  in  which  the  work  could  be  prosecuted  to  any  considerable 
advantage. 

In  consideration  of  these  interruptions  and  delays,  and  in  view  of 
the  utter  impracticability  of  accomplishing  the  works  of  their  con- 
tracts within  the  period  of  their  late  extension,  viz:  to  the  1st  Jan- 
uary next,  the  contractors  have  applied  for  another  extension  of  the 
term  of  their  contracts,  to  the  Ist  of  July  next. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  application  alluded  to,  viz  : 

Southwest  Pass,  November  21,  1857. 

Sir  :  Inasmuch  as  we,  the  contractors  for  the  improvement  of  the 
Southwest  Pass  of  the  Mississippi  river,  are  desirous  of  again  applying 
to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  War  for  a  further  extension  of  the  con- 
tract time  ;  and  inasmuch  as  we  believe  that  said  application  must,  in 
the  routine  of  official  business,  be  submitted  to  the  government  officer 
in  charge,  for  his  approbation,  before  the  same  can  be  grants,  we  are 
therefore  desirous  of  learning  from  you,  whether  in  such  an  event,  your 
report  would  be  favorable  to  such  extension. 

The  grounds  upon  which  we  should  ask  an  extension  are  as  follows : 

1.  The  extraordinary  prevalence  of  boisterous  weather  during  the 
past  fall,  not  leaving  more  than  ten  or  twelve  working  days,  thereby 
materially  retarding  our  operations. 

2.  The  fact  that  the  river  has  been  unusually  low  during  the  past 
three  months,  and  in  consequence  thereof  the  agency  we  depended 
apoD  for  the  accomplishment  of  tVi^  i^Exilta  desired  was  not  in  ex- 

istence. 
3.  The  fact  of  the  past  and  present  ^mTCkBt^\^  ^^xxAaVwycl^^s^  ^sat 


MI88I8SIPPI  BIVER,    ETC.  59 

(trated  the  mooey  market^  that  the  obtaining  of  the  necessary  funds 

an  impossibility. 

.  That  we  have  expended  a  large  amount  of  cash,  which  will  be  a 

1  loss  to  us,  in  case  the  government  refuse  to  grant  us  a  renewed 

msion. 

.  That  in  order  to  facilitate  the  operation  of  the  current,  and  to 

n  the  pass  to  the  required  depth,  at  the  earliest  date  practicable, 

contractors  are  prepared  to  call  into  play  the  agency  of  the  rake, 

row,  and  scraper,  which  they  believe  will    accomplish  the  end 

[red,  long  before  the  expiration  of  the  extension  time  applied  for. 

in  early  answer  will  much  oblige,  yours,  very  respectfully, 

CRAIG  &  RIGHTOR 
iieut.  Col.  8.  H.  Long, 

27.  S.  Armtfy  Southwest  PasSj  MisMsaippi  river. 

Do  the  foregoing  application  the  following  reply  was  given  : 

New  Orleans,  November  27,  1857. 
Gentlemen  :  Your  application  for  a  renewed  extension  of  your  con- 
cts,  in  relation  to  the  *'  removal  of  obstructions  from  the  mouth  of 
Mississippi,"  has  been  received. 

n  reply,  I  take  leave  to  inform  you  that  the  application  will  be  at 
!e  forwarded  to  the  Topographical  bureau,  accompanied  by  a  report 
Teon,  setting  forth  my  views  in  reference  to  the  propriety  of  grant- 
;  the  indulgence  solicited. 

i  copy  of  my  report  as  above  is  herewith  submitt^  for  your  use 
1  iuformation. 
Respectfully,  gentlemen,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  H.  LONG, 
LieaL  Col.  U.  8.  A. 
tlessrs.  Craio  &  Rightor, 

Contraciora  for  Improvementa  of  F asses ^  New  Orleans ^  La. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  my  report  on  the  application  made  as 
»ve  to  my  address: 

New  Orleans,  November  27,  1858. 

liR  :  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  submit  an  application  of  Messrs. 
ig  &  Rightor,  contractors  for  the  removal  of  obstructions  from  the 
iths  or  outlets  of  the  Southwest  Pass,  and  of  the  Pass  Sl  TOutre, 
citing  an  additional  extension  of  the  term  or  period  of  their  con- 
Jts. 

*he  arguments  urged  in  favor  of  the  extension  appear  valid  and 
3ible ;  and  I  take  Jeave,  briefly,  to  comment  thereon  in  the  order 
heir  presentation  in  the  application. 

.  Agreeably  to  my  own  observations  and  inquiries,  and  according 
he  report  received  of  William  Johnson,  esq.,  supervisor  of  the 
i,  in  my  employ,  the  statements  in  this  item  of  the  application 
ear  to  be  fully  sustained. 
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2.  The  stage  of  the  water  in  the  passes  dnring  the  time  mentioned 
in  this  item  appears  also  to  have  been  correctly  represented — ^no  ac- 
celeration of  the  currents  appears  to  have  occurred  during  that  time. 

3.  The  late  embarrassments  in  money  affistirs  are  too  well  known 
to  need  any  comments. 

4.  The  expenditures  on  the  work  have  undoubtedly  been  very  heavy. 
I  have  been  credibly  informed  that  they  have  already  amounted  to  at 
least  $60,000. 

6.  The  proposal  contained  in  this  item,  in  reference  to  the  adoption 
of  the  method  of  dredging  by  the  use  of  the  rake,  harrow,  and  scraper, 
in  connexion  with  wing  dams,  contemplated  as  the  means  of  improv- 
ing  the  channel,  is,  in  my  opinion,  not  only  acceptable,  but  advisable. 
The  combination  of  the  two  methods,  viz:  the  construction  of  wing 
dams  combined  with  the  process  of  dredging,  will  be  likely  to  prove 
more  efficacious  than  either  of  the  methods  singly  applied. 

It  appears  manifest  that  the  contractors  undertook  the  work  with- 
out due  consideration  of  the  numerous  casualties  and  difficulties  in 
the  way  of  its  successful  prosecution.  They  seem  to  have  been  im- 
pressed with  the  idea  that  the  channels  could  be  improved  by  the 
removal  of  soft  mud  from  their  bottoms  and  sides;  instead  of  which, 
indurated  beds  of  adhesive  clay,  called  mud  lumps,  were  the  formidable 
obstructions  in  the  way  of  navigation. 

They  seem  to  have  anticipated  very  little  interruption  from  stresses 
of  weather,  which  prevail  more  or  less  violently  in  every  month  of  the 
year  at  the  outlets  of  the  Mississippi  into  the  Gulf.  No  injuries  to 
the  work  appear  to  have  been  anticipated  from  the  lashings  of  the  surf 
and  billows  or  the  Gulf,  whereas  extensive  breaches  have  frequently 
been  made  in  the  line  of  piles  by  agencies  of  this  character. 

These  and  numerous  other  uniiavorable  incidents,  neither  foreseen  nor 
provided  for,  have  not  only  contributed  to  retard  the  progress  of  the 
work,  but  to  occasion  heavy  outlays  in  repairing  damages  done  to  it. 

In  view  of  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  and  especially  in  con- 
sideration of  the  proposal  to  apply  harrows,  scrapers,  &c.,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  breaking  up  and  removing  the  mud  lumps  and  hard  bars  that 
occur  in  the  channels,  a  method  of  operation  which  has  proved  sno- 
cessful  and  efficient  on  a  former  occasion,  I  do  not  hesitate  to  commend 
the  application  of  the  contractors  for  another  extension  of  their  con- 
tracts to  the  favorable  consideration  of  the  War  Department. 

In  regard  to  the  duration  of  the  extension  asked  for,  no  limit  has 
been  fixed  by  the  contractors,  I  would  therefore  respectfully  suggest 
that  it  be  limited  to  the  first  of  July  next,  which  the  contractors  re- 
gard as  an  ample  allowance  of  time  for  the  fulfilment  of  the  contracts. 

I  take  leave  to  signify  my  belief  that  one  of  the  stipulations  of  the 
contract  is  a  hard  one,  viz:  that  requiring  the  excavation  of  the  chan- 
nels across  the  bars  to  the  depth  of  20  feet.  Agreeably  to  the  best 
lights  I  can  obtain  in  reference  to  this  subject,  I  am  satisfied  that  this 
depth  cannot  be  obtained,  by  any  means  whatever,  without  a  consid- 
eration greatly  exceeding  that  specified  in  the  contract.  In  my  in- 
spection  report  of  April  last  I  hazarded  the  opinion  that  18  feet  should 
be  the  maximum  depth  that  o\x^\.  V>\»«vT£i^^\.\\Lv\ss.^^^ 
oatlets  of  the  Mississippi  into  t\ie  Qcxx\^.  ^  ^^  ^^•'^  ^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^\ssNa^^ 
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i  woald  farther  suggest  the  propriety  of  adopting  18  feet  below 
linary  low  tide,  (inst^  of  the  stipulated  20  feet,)  as  the  maximum 
pth  practicable  across  the  tidal  bars  at  the  outlets  of  either  of  the 
sees  into  the  Gulf. 

Bespectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  H.  LONG, 
Lieut.  Ool.  Top.  Engineers. 
Go\.  J.  J.  Abbrt, 

Top.  EngineerSy  Wdshingiony  D.  0. 

With  regard  to  the  stipulation  specially  noticed  in  the  concluding 
ragraph  of  the  foregoing  report,  it  is  proper  to  advert  to  some  of 
B  bids  exemplifying  the  estimated  probable  cost  of  improving  the 
annels  of  the  Southwest  Pass  and  of  Pass  &  I'Outre,  by  different 
mpetitors  for  the  contract.  The  proposals  of  the  inexpert  firm  of 
aig  &  Bightor  for  opening  the  two  passes,  made  in  1866,  compared 
th  those  of  the  New  Orleans  Towboat  Company,  in  the  same  year, 
d  for  the  same  work,  (the  latter  having  had  great  experience  both 
the  navigation  and  in  the  improvement  of  the  channels,)  exhibit  a 
*ikin^  contrast  in  their  prospective  views  of  the  probable  cost  of  the 
terprise. 

nnpariaon  of  the  tw6  sets  of  proposals  for  opening  cluinnels  300  feet 
wide  of  different  depths  in  the  passes. 


Propoialfl. 

By  New  Or- 
leans Tow- 
boat  Asso- 
ciation. 

r  channel?  lA  feet  deep,  Ronthwest  Pam,.-, ^, 

$126,000 
126,000 
126,000 
126,000 
260,000 

$200, 000 

r  channels  20  feet  deep,  Southwest  Pft88 

326, 000 

rcdiannel  18  feet  deep,  Pass  li  rOatre..... 

126, 000 

r  ohiinrM»1  20  feet  deeD.  PsMi  li  I'Ontre ................ 

260,000 
676,000 

r  chfuinel  20  feet  deep,  in  both  Doancs ........i........ 

Hence  it  appears  that  no  discrimination,  on  account  of  different 
^pths  of  channel  was  made  by  Messrs.  Craig  &  Bightor  in  either  of 
le  passes,  while  their  more  experienced  competitors  provided  for  a 
ifference  of  $126,000  between  the  probable  cost  of  opening  a  channel 
i  feet  deep,  and  that  of  opening  a  channel  20  feet  deep  in  both  of 
le  passes. 

The  accompanying  *' sketch,"  drawn  bjmj  civil  assistant,  H.  C. 
long,  will  show  the  relative  positions  of  the  wing  dam,  the  lines  of 
riangulations,  sundry  soundings  at  and  near  the  mouth  of  the  South- 
west Pass,  and  various  other  objects  embraced  within  the  limits  of 
lie  sketch,  and  including  several  bayous,  swamps,  numerous  mud 
imps,  &c. 

In  further  explanation  of  the  sketch,  the  following  partlcwlax^  %\iq\3\.\ 
6  distinctly  noticed^  viz: 

The  scale  of  projection  is  ^  inches  to  the  mile. 
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A  B.  The  prime  base,  1,000  feet  long,  as  measared  along  the  lioe 
of  piles,  and  embracing  nearly  the  entire  length  of  the  dam,  as  it  ex- 
isted at  the  time  of  the  survey. 

B  C.  The  secondary  base,  f  ,800  feet  long,  extending  from  the  lower 
end  of  the  prime  base  A  B,  across  the  channel  of  the  pass,  to  the 
light-house  at  C. 

The  other  stations  of  the  triangulations,  several  of  which  were 
planted  on  mere  mud  lumps^  rising  8  or  10  feet  above  the  snr&oe  of 
the  water,  and  some  of  which,  as  at  G,  I,  and  K,  have  been  since 
washed  away,  are  indicated  with  sufficient  clearness  on  the  sketdi. 
The  distances  on  the  lines  were  for  the  most  part  completed  by  loga- 
rithms, while  the  residue  were  determined  geometrically. 

With  the  exception  of  the  prime  base,  all  other  lines  of  the  trian- 
gulations are  indicated  on  the  sketch  by  broken  right  lines. 

The  principal  lines  of  soundings  are  those  leading  across  the  mm 
channel  of  the  pass,  on  which  the  soundings  were  repeated  as  often  ai 
the  weather  would  permit,  and  are  represented  in  the  sketch  by  the 
lines  BC,  BE,  BF,  FE,  EG,  GH,  HI,  HK,  and  JK,  the  compnted 
lengths  of  which  are  exhibited  in  the  tabulation,  under  the  title  of 
the  sketch. 

The  soundings  recorded  along  the  lines  above  mentioned,  as  also 
those  scattered  over  other  parts  of  the  sketch,  indicate  the  depths  in 
feet  below  the  surface  of  ordinary  low  tide. 

The  light  wavy  lines  ab  and  cd  represent  the  boundaries  of  the 
deepest  channel  across  the  tidal  bar,  the  depths  of  which  are  indi- 
cated by  a  series  of  soundings  in  the  direction  of  the  channel,  from 
the  depth  of  20  feet  at  the  upper  margin  of  the  bar  to  the  deep  water  i 
of  the  Gulf.  This  channel  is  divided  into  two  subordinate  coanneli 
near  the  Gulf  by  a  narrow  spit  of  indurated  mud,  called  the  Middle 
Ground,  as  indicated  by  the  dotted  lines  e/,  over  which  the  water  hat  i 
a  depth  ot  only  13  feet. 

A  similar  spit  or  middle  ground  of  the  same  depth  below  the  water 
surface,  but  of  much  greater  extent,  occurs  at  the  can  buoy,  whicb 
serves  as  a  beacon  to  mark  its  locality.  A  formidable  mud  lamp, 
called  the  East  Breaker,  occurs  at  the  immediate  outlet  of  the  east- 
erly channel  into  the  Gulf,  and  has  a  low  tide  depth  of  only  about  7 
feet  upon  it.  Several  other  shoals  are  indicated  on  other  parts  of  the 
sketch  by  dotted  wavy  lines,  and  the  depths  of  water  upon  them  are 
indicated  by  figures  inscribed  along  and  within  the  lines. 

The  new  channel  to  be  opened  is  expected  to  be  formed  in  the  apace 
situated  between  the  wavy  lines  iic  and  bd^  before  mentioned,  the  ex-  p 
cavations  for  which  must  be  carried  through  a  distance  of  about  2^  ft 
miles.  The  quantity  of  silt,  including  hard  and  soft  mud,  that  moat  ir 
be  removed,  in  order  to  open  a  channel  300  feet  wide  and  20  feet  deep,  .: 
will  amount  to  about  460,000  cubic  yards;  whereas  if  the  depth  he  [ 
limited  to  18  feet,  the  quantity  to  be  removed  will  be  about  175,000  c 
cubic  yards,  the  length  of  the  excavation  being  about  2^  miles  in  the  <^ 
former,  and  only  1^  mile  in  the  latter  case. 

In  all  other  respects  the  representations  on  the  sketch  are  sufficiently  > 
iDtelligihle  without  furtViet  exp\wi%X\oxi»  t 

Moreover^  in  additioa  to  ttie  «kftV.^^  Vsio  wXa  ^l  ^\^'^x»2ca%  ^j»  Wfr 
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with  submitted,  one  of  which  exhibits  monthly  soundings  on  the  line 
of  the  secondary  base,  leading  from  a  point  about  midway  of  the  dam, 
across  the  main  channel  of  the  pass,  to  the  Iis:ht-house,  and  the  other 
from  the  same  point  obliquely  downward  to  the  can  buoy,  and  thence 
to  Stake  Island,  crossing  the  main  channel  as  above,  at  a  point  about 
1^  mile  below  the  intersection  of  the  channel,  by  the  line  first  men- 
tioned. 

Among  the  numerous  soundings  that  have  been  made  in  connexion 
with  the  lines  of  the  triangulation,  and  at  other  places,  I  have  selected 
the  sets  mentioned  as  better  adapted  to  illustrate  the  changes  that 
have  taken  place  in  the  bed  of  the  pass  during  the  months  to  which 
they  relate,  than  any  other  selection  that  could  be  made.  In  further 
vindication  of  the  selection,  it  should  be  observed,  the  line  first  men- 
tioned crosses  the  channel  at  a  point  where  the  dam  could  not  be  ex- 
pected to  have  any  influence  upon  the  channel,  while  the  other  line 
crosses  the  channel  at  a  point  where  the  influence  of  the  dam  would 
be  likely  to  have  a  more  sensible  effect  upon  the  channel  than  at  any 
other  point. 

An  inspection  of  the  diagrams  will  show  that  the  changes  that  have 
taken  place  in  the  channel,  during  the  eight  months  to  which  the  dia- 
grams relate^  are  very  inconsiderable,  especially  in  so  far  as  they  re- 
late to  the  volume  and  depth  of  the  water  ;  and  the  slight  changes 
observable  may  be  attributed  to  the  influence  of  violent  winds  and 
storms,  and  other  accidents,  rather  than  to  that  of  the  structure 
termed  for  the  improvement  of  the  channel. 

In  reference  to  the  diagrams,  it  should  be  remarked  that  the  origi- 
nals were  prepared  by  William  Johnson,  esq.,  employed  as  a  super- 
visor of  the  pass,  and  that  the  same  were  transcribed  by  ray  assistant, 
H.  C.  Long  ;  also,  that  owing  mainly  to  the  great  irregularity  of  the 
ebbing  and  flowing  of  the  tides,  (which  occur  only  once  a  day,)  no 
minute  discrimination  has  been  made  with  respect  to  the  particular 
stages  at  which  the  particular  soundings  were  made. 

With  respect  to  the  tides  at  the  mouths  of  the  Mississippi,  they  are 
very  irregular  and  quite  anomalous.  Their  daily  ebb  and  flow  occur 
only  once  in  about  25  hours  and  19  minutes.  Their  ordinary  range 
from  low  to  high  tide,  in  continued  still  weather,  varies  from  15  to  18 
inches.  Their  extreme  range  from  the  lowest  to  the  highest  tides,  in 
stormy  or  windy  weather,  is  about  4  feet,  the  range  being  increased 
according  to  the  violence  of  the  winds  as  they  alternately  blow  from 
the  northward  or  from  the  southward.  According  to  the  best  infor- 
mation that  can  be  obtained,  the  elevation  of  the  surface  at  ''  ordinary 
low  water  "  is  nearly  or  quite  coincident  with  that  of  mean  tide,  the 
low  water  ranges  rising  above  this  stage  of  tide  about  as  often  as  it 
falls  below  the  same  stage. 

The  report  of  Mr.  Johnson,  explanatory  of  his  proceedings  at  the 
Southwest  Pass,  under  my  directions,  contains  his  views  in  reference 
to  the  progress  and  condition  of  the  work  of  Messrs.  Craig  &  Bigh- 
tor ;  to  the  difficulties  and  delays  attending  to  its  prosecution  ;  and  to 
the  changes  that  have  occurred  in  the  bed  and  channels  of  the  pass 
daring  the  period  of  his  supervision. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  report : 
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Southwest  Pass,  December  10, 1857. 

Sir :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  since  the  13th  of  April  last  I 
have  remained  at  this  pass,  in  the  supervision  of  the  operations  of 
Messrs.  Craig  &  Bightor,  and  of  the  effects  produced  by  them  upon 
the  tidal  bar  of  the  pass,  in  pursuance  of  the  instructions  contained 
in  your  letter  to  me  ot  the  date  above  mentioned. 

The  scheme  of  triangulations  prescribed  by  you  I  have  endeavored 
to  carry  out  to  the  fullest  extent  practicable  with  the  limited  facilities 
that  were  at  hand ;  a  base  line  of  1,000  feet  waa  measured  upon 
the  jettee  dam  of  the  contractors,  from  which  I  was  enabled  to  form  a 
secondary  base  of  over  1^  mile,  with  a  direction  entirely  across  the 
pass,  and  upon  which  my  subsequent  triangulations  were  based.  In 
running  these  lines  with  a  sextant  corrected  by  a  theodolite,  I  took  care 
to  locate  them  in  such  a  manner  that  their  general  direction  was 
across  the  current  and  line  of  the  pass,  and  so  that  the  whole  scope  of 
the  tidal  bar  was  embraced  within  their  limits. 

It  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  detail  the  different  lines,  &c. ,  as  tiie 
same  are  all  located  and  designated  upon  the  plot  of  triangulaied 
sounding  lines  now  in  your  possession. 

These  various  lines  whicn  cross  the  main  ship  channels  in  many 
different  places  it  has  been  my  duty,  under  your  orders  of  April  13, 
to  sound  constantly  during  the  past  summer  and  fall ;  to  plot  the 
soundings  thus  taken  upon  cross  section  profiles,  and  to  report  to  yon 
any  change  or  alteration  in  the  bed  of  the  river,  which  could  be  at* 
tributed  to  the  direct  agency  of  the  contractors'  works.  I  have  the 
honor  to  inform  you,  in  relation  to  the  frequency  of  sounding,  that  I 
have  executed  the  same  as  often  as  practicable  under  the  existing  cir- 
cumstances, but  I  have  been  much  hindered  and  retarded  in  the 
execution  of  this  duty  during  the  spring  by  dense  fogs,  and  during 
the  latter  summer  and  fall  months  by  the  frequent  occurrence  of  heavy 
squalls  and  gales  of  wind. 

In  relation  to  any  changes  deyeloped  by  these  soundings  that  have 
taken  place  on  the  tidal  bar  of  this  pass,  attributable  as  an  effect  of 
the  works  erected  by  Messrs.  Craig  &  Bightor,  I  am  sorry  to  inform 
you  that  as  far  as  the  ship  channels  are  concerned  no  beneficial  resolti 
are  observable.  True  it  is  that  changes  have  taken  place  both  in  depth 
of  water  and  in  direction  of  current  at  various  points ;  but  these  have 
in  no  way  affected  the  ordinary  channels  of  navigation. 

The  bottom  of  the  river  upon  the  line  B  F  has  been  gradually  wear- 
ing away,  and  the  water  has  consequently  deepened  upon  botk  sides 
of  the  island  upon  which  the  point  E  is  located  ;  small  channels  with 
eleven  feet  of  water,  (where  there  used  to  be  only  two  feet,)  running 
thence  in  a  due  west  direction,  have  made  their  appearance.  AnoUier 
fact  worthy  of  mention,  which  has  been  developed  since  the  constrao- 
tion  of  the  jettee  dam,  and  in  my  opinion  attributable  to  its  influences, 
is  the  strongly  increased  current  with  a  westerly  direction  acrcMS  the 
bar. 

So  strong  has  been  this  current  that  it  has  formed  a  subject  of 

complaint  with  pilots,  tow-bo^tm^ii^  ^AidLoOi^ra  engaged  in  the  navi* 

gation  of  the  bar,  who  lemaxVL  \iL^\i\X3L^^^N»^^^xiS.V3  ^1  V^^ui^ 
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inward  bound  ships  in  the  proper  ehannels.  This  change  in  current 
is,  in  my  opinion,  attributable  to  the  inclination  and  direction  the 
water  receives  after  coming  in  contact  with  the  jettee  dam^  and  I 
further  believe  that  after  a  corresponding  work  is  erected  upon  the 
west  shore,  as  contemplated  by  the  contractors,  the  current  will  again 
resume  its  proper  course. 

Behind  the  dam,  and  until  the  islands  to  the  eastward  are  passed, 
no  current  of  any  description  is  to  be  found ;  the  water  is  perfectly 
stagnant,  and,  in  consequence,  precipitation  is  rapidly  going  on,  the 
water  having  shoaled  nearly  two  feet  since  my  residence  here. 

The  difference  of  level  between  the  water  on  the  north  and  south 
side  of  the  structure  at  dead  low  ebb-tide,  during  calm  weather,  is 
equal  to  about  three  inches ;  at  full  flood-tide  and  low  river,  no 
dmerence  is  perceptible. 

These  are  the  only  changes  and  effects,  attributable  to  the  contractor's 
operations,  which  have  come  under  my  notice  during  the  past  seven 
months. 

In  regard  to  the  works  themselves,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you 
that  since  the  date  of  your  last  inspection  in  April  last  the  strength 
and  stability  of  the  dam  has  been  much  augmented  by  the  placing  of 
strong  pieces  and  supporting  piles  on  the  north  side  of  the  structure 
as  well  as  upon  the  south. 

There  is  a  slight  difference  in  the  manner  of  driving  the  up  river 
posts  from  that  of  the  down  stream  piles ;  thoy  are  set  at  an  angle, 
outward  on  the  bottom,  of  about  5^,  and  the  sharp  end  twirled  (?)  in 
such  a  manner  that  when  driven  the  head  of  the  pile  sets  firmly 
against  the  string  piece,  and  is  then  firmly  bolted  through. 

By  this  means  the  strength  of  the  dam  is  nearly  doubled.  I  am 
happy  to  inform  you  that  all  that  portion  of  the  work  that  was  origi- 
nally constructed  in  this  manner  has  stood  unshaken  all  the  heavy 
gales  that  have  prevailed  during  the  fall. 

The  contractors  have  been  much  troubled  in  the  driving  any  per- 
manent work  at  the  north  or  upper  end  of  the  dam.  For  about  1,600 
feet  from  the  marsh,  the  bottom  is  composed  of  yellow  sand  indurated 
with  clay,  and  in  some  spots  of  sand  alone.  The  driving  of  the  pile  in 
these  places  is  a  matter  of  great  difficulty,  and  when  driven  they 
have  a  tendency  to  work  up  and  out  of  place,  and  upon  the  smallest 
aperture  or  opening  being  developed,  the  current  immediately  com- 
mences to  wash  away  the  surrounding  sand,  and  in  an  incredibly 
short  space  of  time  it  will  excavate  below  the  bottom  of  the  piles  in 
the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  old  cranny,  and  the  work  thus  affected 
will,  during  the  first  gale  thereafter,  wash  up  and  be  drifted  out  to 
sea. 

In  this  section  of  the  work  I  have  known  the  current  at  one  of  these 
apertures  to  excavate  from  2  to  16  feet  in  48  hours. 

Several  breaches  of  this  character  have  occurred  during  the  last  six 
months — have  been  as  often  repaired,  and  spite  of  every  precaution, 
still  continue  to  break  out  anew.     With  the  exception  of  this  division 
of  the  line,  the  balance  of  the  dam,  over  4,000  feet,  (the  vrUoV^  Xio^Ti^fXi 
of  the  dam  being  6^733  feet,)  ia  driven  in  a  blue  cVay  \io\.V>m,  Vwcl  ^ 
depth  of  from  7  to  IS  feet,  below  which  au  mdutafce3L\>^  ol  ^\i\V» 
H.  Ex.  Doc.  6 5 
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sand  is  foand,  with  an  average  thickness  of  some  10  feet,  below  which 
again  lies  a  stratum  of  yellow  clay  to  an  indefinite  depth.  The  work 
driven  in  this  bottom  is  now  standing  in  perfect  order  ;  has  remained 
so  since  the  date  of  its  construction  ;  is  unshaken,  and,  in  my  opinion, 
is  unshakable,  except  by  the  power  of  some  irresistible  tornado,  or 
the  more  insidious  effect  of  the  Gulf  worm.  I  am  happy  to  inform 
you,  however,  that  I  have  in  vain  sought  for  some  trace  of  this  ani- 
mal in  wood  planted  in  the  water  last  February,  and  which  has  been 
submerged  ever  since  up  to  this  date. 

During  the  past  six  months  the  contractors  have  had  two  pile-drivers 
in  operation  for  the  majority  of  the  time,  with  an  effective  force  of 
from  16  to  30  men.  They  have,  however,  during  the  past  three  months, 
been  much  retarded  in  their  operations  by  the  unusual  prevalence  of 
heavy  gales,  which,  exposed  as  they  are  to  the  force  of  the  Gulf  wave, 
rendered  such  a  thing  as  active  work  an  impossibility.  I  feel  myself 
sate  in  asserting  that  during  the  time  referred  to  they  have  not  been 
enabled  to  work  their  boats  to  any  advantage  more  than  three  weeks. 

In  pursuance  of  your  orders,  I  also  instituted  a  course  of  tidal  ob- 
servations, with  a  view  to  determine  the  level  of  ordinary  or  mean  Inw 
tide  at  this  pass.  I  caused  three  tide  gauges  to  be  constructed,  and 
located  the  same  at  different  points  on  the  bar  and  above  ;  the  water 
recorded  upon  each  was  daily  noted,  together  with  the  direction  of  the 
wind  during  the  past  twenty-four  hours,  and  its  approximate  velocity. 
By  taking  the  sum  of  these  observations,  and  dividing  by  the  number  of 
observations  made,  I  obtained  the  mean  of  low  water  i'of  the  past  six 
months,  which  level  I  have  permanently  located  upon  a  solid  six-inch 
mark  on  the  west  shore,  some  distance  above  the  bar. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  &c., 

WILLIAM  JOHNSON,  j 

Sup€rvi9or.       \ 

Lieut.  Col.  S.  H.  Long,  U.  S.  A. 

Hence  it  appears,  from  my  own  personal  inspections  as  well  as  from 
the  observations  and  statements  of  Mr.  Johnson,  that  the  operations 
of  Messrs.  Craig  &  Rightor  have  hitherto  produced  no  favorable  re- 
sults, in  so  far  as  relates  to  the  widening  and  deepening  of  the  channel 
of  navigation  across  the  bar  at  the  mouth  of  the  Southwest  Pass. 

The  agency  that  appears  to  have  been  relied  on  by  the  contractors 
as  the  means  of  accomplishing  their  contract  seems  to  consist  mainly, 
if  not  exclusively,  in  the  production  of  an  accelerated  current  of  suffi- 
cient speed  and  force  to  remove  the  obstructions  and  sweep  out  a  chan- 
nel of  the  required  width  and  depth. 

The  accomplishment  of  the  object  in  this  way  seems  to  involve  nu- 
merous insurmountable  difBculties,  many  of  which  have  already  been 
noticed  on  this  and  former  occasions.  One  of  the  difficulties,  how- 
ever, which  has  not  yet  been  mentioned,  is  entitled  to  some  considerar 
tion  at  this  time,  and  will  be  treated  in  the  following  manner: 

No  acceleration  of  the  currents  can  be  produced  without  an  increased 

elevation  of  the  surface  of  the  pool  from  which  they  flow.    Any  eleva- 

tioB  of  the  surface  of  the  -pooV  fotm^  tfwyq^  \!^^  ^wsxs^  or  jettees,  con- 

Btructed  at  or  near  tlie  moutYi  oi  tV^  -^^a^,  V-^  w\L\.T^Ti\a  \^  ^c^v^ 
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iDcreased  eleyation  of  the  surface  of  the  pass  at  all  points  between  its 
mouth  and  its  head,  diminishing,  of  course,  as  we  recede  from  the 
pool  mentioned,  towards  the  head  of  the  pass.  Accordingly  an  in- 
creased elevation  would  be  imparted  to  the  entire  water  surface  of  the 
pass,  and  this  would  contribute  to  increase  the  outflow,  not  only 
through  all  the  bayous  on  both  sides  of  the  pass,  but  through  all  the 
more  easterly  passes  themselves,  while  it  would  also  contribute  to  reduce 
the  volume  of  water  that  would  otherwise  flow  into  the  Gulf  below  the 
pool.  Hence  the  means  in  question  would  not  only  prove  futile,  but 
would  eventually  contribute  to  increase  the  evil  which  it  is  designed 
to  cure. 

The  difficulty  above  considered  may  be  readily  obviated  by  adopting 
and  applying  the  process  of  dredging  the  channel  across  the  bar, 
which  would  have  a  tendency  not  only  to  enlarge  the  volume  of  water, 
bbt  to  accelerate  its  speed  in  its  passage  through  the  channel  to  the 
Gnlf. 

In  conclusion,  I  take  leave  to  advert  to  the  inadequacy  of  the  present 
light-house,  at  C  on  the  sketch,  to  subserve  the  purposes  for  which  it 
was  intended.  Without  attempting  to  enlarge  on  the  defects  of  its  po- 
sition or  structure^  I  venture  to  suggest  a  substitute  which  would  cost 
less  and  answer  better  purposes.  Instead  of  the  single  light-house,  I 
would  propose  the  construction  of  two  light-boats,  with  a  light  on  each, 
elevated  some  30  or  40  feet  above  their  decks.  One  of  the  boats  should 
be  suitably  anchored  near  or  a  little  above  the  can  buoy,  and  the 
other  about  a  mile  further  up  the  pass,  and  in  such  a  position  that  a 
right  line  passing  from  its  light  to  the  main  outlet  of  the  pass  into 
the  Gulf  will  also  pass  through  the  light  of  the  first  or  lower  boat. 
The  lights  being  thus  situated,  a  vessel  in  the  Gulf  bound  into  the 
mouth  of  the  pass  may  pursue  her  course  till  she  arrives  at  the  range 
line  of  the  lights,  when  she  may  shift  her  course  and  pursue  her 
Toyage  in  safety  along  the  line,  and  across  the  bar,  till  she  reaches 
safe  anchorage  in  the  pass.  Should  the  channel  undergo  a  change, 
(and  such  a  change  is  continually  in  progress,)  a  corresponding  change 
may  readily  be  made  in  the  relative  positions  of  the  lights  by  chang- 
ing the  anchorage  of  the  boats^  and  thus  the  lights  may  be  made  to 
serve  as  safe  and  sure  guides  to  vessels,  and  especially  to  steamers, 
desirous  of  entering  the  pass  by  night,  whenever  the  lights  are  visible 
from  on  board. 
Bespectfully  submitted. 

8.  H.  LONG, 
Lieut.  Od.  Ibp'l  Eng'rs. 
Colonel  J.  J.  Abbrt, 

Chief  Ibp'l  Eng'rsy  Washingixm,  D.  0. 

P.  8. — My  inspection  report  on  the  Red  river  raft,  &c.,  with  a 
topographical  sketchy  showing  the  position  of  the  raft  and  the  fea- 
tures of  the  country  in  its  vicinity,  will  be  prepared  and  forwarded 
IS  early  as  practicable. 

8.  H.  LONG,  Lieiit.  Cd. 
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Bureau  of  TopoaBAPHicAL  Enqihebbs, 

Washington^  January  6,  1858. 

Sib:  I  transmit  herewith,  for  your  information  and  government,  a 
copy  of  a  report  from  this  office  to  the  War  Department  of  the  16th 
ultimo,  relative  to  an  extension  of  the  time  for  the  fulfilment  of  the 
contracts  of  Messrs.  Craig  &  Bightor  for  the  removal  of  obstructions 
at  the  outlets  of  the  Mississippi  river,  with  a  copy  of  the  indorsement 
of  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  War  thereon. 

BespectfuUy,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  J.  ABERT, 
Cd.  Corps  Topographical  Eng^rs. 
Lieut.  Col.  S.  H.  Long, 

Corps  Topographical  Eng'rs^  Louisville^  Ky. 


LouisviLLB,  January  11,  1858. 

Sib  :  Your  instructions  of  the  6th  instant,  in  relation  to  the  renewed 
extension,  &c.,  of  the  contracts  of  Messrs.  Craig  &  Bightor,  hare 
been  received. 

In  conformity  thereto,  I  have  notified  the  contractors  of  the  indul- 
gence thus  extended,  and  desired  them  to  prosecute  the  work  with  all 
practicable  despatch^  energy,  and  efficiency ;  and  have  also  enjoined 
upon  them  the  adoption  of  the  prodess  of  dredging,  in  connexion 
with  their  previous  plan  of  operations,  as  proposed  in  their  late  appli- 
cation for  tne  extension. 

Bespectflilly,  sir^  your  obedient  servant, 

8.  H.  LONG, 
lAeut.  Cd.  Topographical  Eng*r8. 
Colonel  J.  J.  Abbbt, 

Chief  Topographical  Eng'rSy  Washington^  D.  C. 


Louibvillb,  February  9, 1858. 

Sib  :  By  a  letter  this  day  received  from  William  Johnson,  esq.,  mj 
supervisor  at  the  Southwest  Pass,  I  am  informed  that  Messrs.  Craig  & 
Bightor,  the  contractors,  have  concluded  an  arrangement  with  a  gen- 
tleman by  the  name  of  George  Kimball,  of  Brooklyn,  New  York,  an 
experienced  operator  in  dredging  and  deepening  marine  estuaries, 
agreeably  to  which  Mr.  Kimball  has  engaged  to  furnish  a  suitable 
dredee  boat  and  other  needful  apparatus  to  be  employed  in  dredging 
the  (mannel  of  the  Southwest  Pass,  and  that  he  is  to  commence  opera- 
tions in  the  pass  on  or  before  the  close  of  the  present  month. 

I  am  also  informed  through  the  same  channel  that  the  oontractors 
ave  Actively  engaged  in  operations  for  the  purpose  of  resuming  tiie 
conBtrnction  of  wmg  dama  for  t\ie  ^mt^^q^a  q^  couoentrating  the  cor- 
renta  of  the  pass  into  the  mam  cYiwiTi^v  ««tow^>i!si^  >k^aJL\»x. 
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In  view  of  the  adoption  and  application  of  the  combined  measures 
above  mentioned,  viz:  the  co-operation  of  win ^  dams  and  suitable 
dredging  machinery,  strong  hopes  are  entertamed  that  a  valuable 
improvement  of  the  pass  may  be  effected. 

Respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

8.  H.  LONG, 
Lieut.  Cd.  Topographical  Eng'ra. 
C!olonel  J.  J.  Abert, 

Chief  Topographical  Eng'rs^  Washington^  D.  C. 


BuRBAU  OF  Topographical  Engineers, 

Washington,  February  20,  1858. 

Sib:  I  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  chairman  of  tho 
Committee  on  Commerce  of  the  Senate,  with  a  copy  of  a  joint  resolu- 
tion to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  War  to  modify  the  contracts  made 
with  Messrs.  Craig  &  Bightor  for  the  removal  of  obstructions  at  the 
month  of  the  Mississippi  river. 

You  will  please  report  your  opinion  in  regard  to  such  a  modification 
of  the  contracts  as  would  enable  the  War  Department  to  pay  to  the 
contractors  the  amount  expended  by  them,  and  to  pay  for  the  works  as 
it  progresses,  reserving  the  usual  percentage  for  the  fulfilment  of  the 
contracts. 

Respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  WOODRUFF, 
Captain  Top'l  JEng*s^  Assistant,  in  charge, 

Lieut.  Col.  S.  H.  Long, 

Corps  Topographical  Engineers^  LouistnUe,  Ky. 


LouiBViLLB,  Februai^  26,  1858. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  several 
communications  of  the  20th  instant,  all  relating  to  a  modification  of 
the  contracts  of  Messrs.  Craig  &  Rightor,  having  for  its  object  par- 
tial payments  for  work  done  under  their  contract  for  removing  ob- 
structions from  the  channel  of  the  Southwest  Pass,  and  requiring  my 
'^  opinion  in  regard  to  such  modification  of  the  contracts  as  would 
enable  the  War  Department  to  pay  to  the  contractors  the  amount  ex- 
pended by  them,  and  to  pay  for  the  work  as  it  progresses,  reserving 
the  usual  percentage  as  security  for  the  fulfilment  of  the  contracts." 

The  communications  are  the  following,  viz : 

1st.  A  letter  from  the  Topographical  bureau,  dated  on  the  20th 
instant ; 

2d.  Copy  of  h  petition  of  Measra.  Craig  &  "RigVitot,  a^vu^  \^\i^ 
indulged  with  said  modi£catiou,  dated  December  3,  IftSl  \ 
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3d.  Copy  of  a  joint  resolution  of  both  hooses  of  Congress,  relating 
to  authority  for  allowing  the  indulgence  ;  and — 

4th.  Copy  of  a  letter  from  the  chairman  of  the  Senate  Committee 
on  Commerce  to  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  War,  asking  for  information 
respecting  said  resolution. 

My  opinions  in  reference  to  the  eflSciency  and  utility  of  the  work 
done  under  the  contract  of  Messrs.  Craig  &  Bightor  during  the  last 
year  (1867)  may  readily  he  inferred  from  my  inspection  reports,  dated 
April  6th  and  May  5th,  also  on  December  31st  of  that  year;  the  two 
former  of  which  have  been  published  in  the  "  report  of  the  chief 
,  topographical  engineer,  accompanying  annual  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  War,  1857,"  (see  pp.  42  to  54,  inclusive,)  while  my  report  of  the 
Slst  of  December  remains  unpublished — probably  on  the  files  of  the 
bureau.     From  these  reports  it  may  be  seen  that  no  perceptible  im- 

Srovement  had  been  produced  by  the  operations  of  the  contractors 
uring  the  year. 

From  the  report  last  mentioned  it  may  be  seen  that  the  contractors 
had  applied  for  an  extension  of  the  period  of  their  contracts  from 
September  15  to  December  31,  1857,  and  were  indulged  with  the  ex- 
tension ;  also,  that  in  the  month  last  mentioned  they  again  applied 
for  a  renewed  extension  from  January  1st  to  July  1st  of  the  current 
Tear,  which  was  also  granted,  their  showings  in  both  cases  having 
been  regarded  as  sufficient  reasons  for  granting  the  indulgences. 

In  view  of  the  whole  case  as  reported,  it  is  manifest  that  the  con- 
tractors embarked  in  their  enterprise  of  improving  the  mouths  of  the 
Mississippi  without  proper  knowledge  of  the  nature  and  magnitude 
of  the  undertaking,  and  with  a  reliance  on  the  efficiency  of  their  in- 
tended mode  of  operation  far  too  sanguine.  Also,  that  they  have 
nobody  but  themselves  to  blame  for  any  want  of  foresight  or  discretion 
in  arranging  and  concluding  their  contracts. 

Nevertheless,  under  existing  circumstances,  an  important  national 
work  appears  to  be  in  danger  of  being  seriously  obstructed,  if  not 
defeated,  for  want  of  means  in  the  hands  of  the  contractors  adequate 
to  its  further  prosecution.  It  appears  that  upwards  of  $66,000  have 
already  been  expended  out  of  their  private  resources,  without  any  re- 
muneration to  themselves  or  perceptible  benefit  to  the  public. 

They  now  propose  to  change  their  mode  of  operation,  and  avail 
themselves  of  the  process  of  dredging  in  connexion  with  the  formation 
of  wing  dams,  as  a  more  effectual  means  of  opening  channels  acrotf 
the  tidal  bar  into  the  Gulf.  I  am  decidedly  of  the  opinion  that,  by 
the  use  of  suitable  dredging  machinery,  consisting  of  powerful  steam 
tugs  and  other  proper  and  needful  appliances,  especially  when  em- 
ployed in  connexion  with  jettees  or  wing  dams,  will  contribute  to  the 
successful  accomplishment  of  the  work  as  now  re<]^uired  to  be  done. 

The  case  seems  to  present  two  leading  alternatives,  viz :  either  the 
abandonment  of  the  contracts  at  the  great  loss,  if  not  inevitable  rniB) 
of  the  contractors,  or  the  reimbursement  of  their  expenditures,  in 
whole  or  in  part,  in  order  to  enable  them  to  prosecute  their  work  to 
its  completion.  I  regard  the  latter  as  the  more  humane  and  prndent 
course,  while  its  adoption  w\\\  \)e  V^'aX^  \»  ws^\.T^\i\feXkat.only  to  the 
opening  of  the  requisite  na^igaWe  O^iWitL^  wstow^  VJci^  >BL^s^\«t>^ 
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to  the  keeping  of  them  open  during  a  period  of  four  and  a  half  years 
from  and  after  they  shall  have  once  been  opened  as  stipulated  in  the 
contracts  ;  the  terms  on  which  the  contractors  have  stipulated  to  keep 
the  channels  open  during  the  period  mentioned  being  more  favorable 
than  any  others  that  have  hitherto  been  offered  for  the  same  service. 

In  order  to  illustrate  this  last  consideration,  viz :  the  keeping  open 
of  each  channel  for  a  period  of  four  and  a  half  years,  it  should  be 
observed  that  the  contracts  of  Messrs.  Oraig  &  Bightor  provide  for  an 
annual  charge  of  $8,000  for  each,  or  of  $16,000  for  both  channels — 
equivalent  to  $72,000  for  a  period  of  four  and  a  half  years  ;  whereas 
the  lowest  offer  made  by  others  for  the  same  service  was  $62,000  per 
year  for  each  channel,  or  $124,000  per  year  for  both  channels — equiv- 
alent to  $558,000  for  a  period  of  four  and  a  half  years.  The  differ- 
ence of  the  total  cost,  as  above,  being  $486,000  in  favor  of  Craig  & 
Bightor's  contracts. 

In  view  of  all  the  circumstances  and  relations  of  the  case,  I  take 
leave  to  suggest,  as  ^  safe  and  proper  measure  of  relief  to  be  extended 
to  the  contractors,  an  indulgence  of  the  following  import,  viz :  when- 
ever it  shall  be  made  to  appear  that  the  contractors  shall  have  pro- 
cured a  good,  substantial,  and  sufficiently  powerful  steam  dredge,  tug, 
or  tow-boat,  with  such  other  craft,  scrapers,  appliances,  and  machinery 
of  all  kinds,  as  are  suitable  and  proper  for  dredging  the  channels 
across  the  tidal  bar,  and  shall  have  tested  the  efficiency  of  the  same 
by  at  least  one  week's  successful  operation  thereof  in  the  Southwest 
Pass,  the  sum  of  $36,000  shall  be  paid  to  the  contractors  as  a  partial 
remuneration  for  outlays  actually  incurred  ;  and  when  the  contractors 
shall  have  operated  successfully  with  said  steam  dredge,  craft,  ma- 
chinery, &c.,  in  said  Southwest  Pass,  during  a  period  of  at  least  two 
months  from  the  time  of  first  applying  the  same  successfully,  the  sum 
of  $30,000  more  shall  be  paid  in  like  manner  to  the  contractors,  both 
of  these  payments  being  regarded  as  payments,  in  part,  on  account  of 
their  contracts.  Also,  that  no  other  payments  shall  be  made  to  the 
contractors  otherwise  than  in  strict  accordance  with  the  stipulations 
of  their  contracts,  due  allowance  being  made  in  all  cases  for  indul- 

fences  duly  authorized  and  extended  to  the  contractors  by  the  War 
department. 

The  difficulty,  if  not  utter  impracticability,  of  determining  the  pro- 
portional quantum  of  work  done,  or  rather  of  effect  produced  from 
time  to  time,  seems  to  preclude  any  reliable  computation  or  estimates 
for  periodical  payments  proper  to  be  made  as  the  work  progresses. 
Accordingly,  and  in  conu)rmity  to  the  original  design  of  putting  the 
work  under  contract,  I  would  advise  that  no  payments  be  made  on 
account  of  the  same,  except  those  hereinbefore  suggested. 
BespectfuUy  submitted. 

S.  H.  LONG, 
Lieutefiumt  Cdond  Topographical  JSngineera. 
Colonel  J.  J.  Abert, 

Chief  Topographical  Engineers,  WaahingtoUj  2).  0. 
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LouisviLLB,  April  5,  1858. 

Sir  :  By  a  telegraphic  despatch ,  made  at  the  instance  of  Messrs. 
Craig  &  Rightor,  I  am  just  informed  that  they  are  likely  to  be  ready 
for  an  inspection  of  their  work  in  the  Southwest  Pass  in  about  two 
weeks  from  this  time. 

Accordingly,  I  take  leave  to  reques);  that  I  may  be  authorized  to 
proceed  to  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi,  for  the  purpose  of  making 
the  requisite  inspection,  on  or  about  the  close  of  the  current  month. 
Respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  H.  LONG, 
Lieut.  Cd.  Topographical  Eng*r8. 
Colonel  J.  J.  Abbot, 

Chief  Top.  Eng'rs,  Washington,  D.  C. 

P.  S. — Please  answer  this  requisition  by  a  communication  to  mj 
address,  at  St.  Louis. 


Bureau  of  Topographical  Engineers, 

Washington,  April  10,  1868. 

Sir  :  Your  letters  of  the  15th  instant  have  been  received.     By  direc- 
tion of  the  Secretary  of  War,  you  are  authorized  to  proceed  to  the 
mouth  of  the  Mississippi  river,  for  the  purpose  of  inspecting  the  work 
of  Messrs.  Craig  &  Rightor,  in  the  Southwest  Pass. 
Respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  J.  ABERT, 
Colonel  Corps  Topographical  Eng*rB. 
Lieut.  Colonel  S.  H.  Long, 

Corps  Top.  Eng'rSy  St.  Louis,  Missouri. 


Southwest  Pass,  May  7, 1858. 

Sir  :  Having  very  recently  inspected  the  works  done  at  this  paas, 
under  the  modified  contract  of  Messrs.  Craig  &  Rightor,  for  the 
removal  of  obstructions  therefrom,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  briefly 
thereon,  as  follows,  viz: 

The  dredge  boat  Downs,  previously  used  as  a  towboat  on  the  Mis- 
sissippi, below  New  Orleans,  was  procured,  and  furnished  with  appro- 
priate dredging  apparatus,  consisting  of  harrows,  scrapers,  rakes,  &c., 
&c. ,  all  of  approved  dimensions  and  construction,  in  the  months  of 
February  and  March  last. 

The  outfit,  as  above,  having  been  completed,  the  boat  commenced 
operations  on  the  tidal  bar  on  the  22d  day  of  March,  and  continued 
to  operate  succesfuUy  during  a  period  of  about  three  weeks,  with 
occasional  interruptions  andSmdYaiLceft\yj\iQ\^\«tw3A^eatber. 
The  operations  have  been  contmwed  V\\)a.  raxiA^x  ^\xk^^^^^\A^^^^ 
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to  greater  advantage  than  had  heen  anticipated,  to  the  present  time, 
the  interruptions  and  hindrances  hy  stress  of  weather  having  been 
more  frequent  and  formidable  than  before  during  the  last  three  weeks. 
In  addition  to  the  employment  of  the  boat  and  dredging  apparatus, 
as  above,  the  blasting  of  the  mud  lumps  at  the  bottom  of  the  channel 
with  heavy  charges  of  powder  has  been  successfully  tried,  and  the 
results  produced  thereby  are  highly  satisfactory. 

In  view  of  the  whole  case,  I  am  decidedly  of  the  opinion  that  the 
measure  of  relief  contemplated  in  my  report  to  the  bureau  of  the  25th 
of  February  last  may  be  fairly  extended  to  the  contractors,  to  wit :  the 
ptyment  of  $30,000  as  the  first  instalment  therein  contemplated  to  be 
paid  ;  and  although  the  time  for  the  payment  of  the  second  instalment 
cf  $36,000  has  not  yet  elapsed,  I  am,  moreover,  of  the  opinion,  in  view 
of  the  advancement  made  towards  the  fulfilment  of  the  first  branch 
of  the  contract,  viz :  the  opening  of  the  channel,  that  this  instalment 
nay  also  be  paid  without  aetriment  to  the  United  States. 
Kespectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  H.  LONG, 
LietU.  Colonel  Topographical  EngWa. 
Colonel  J.  J.  Abbrt, 

Chief  Tap.  Eng'ra,  WaahingUm,  D.  C. 

P.  S. — It  is  expected  that  the  work  under  the  first  branch  of  the 
contract  for  the  Southwest  Pass,  or  the  preliminary  stipulations  re- 
lating to  the  opening  of  the  channel  in  this  pass,  will  be  ready  for 
final  inspection  in  the  course  of  a  few  weeks,  the  weather  continuing 
favorable. 

8.  H.  LONG,  U.  S.  A. 


Telegraphic  Despatch. 


Bureau  of  Topographical  Enoinbkrs, 

WaahingUmy  May  22,  1858. 

The  Secretary  of  War  directs  that  you  remain  at  the  pass  until  the 
^ork  has  so  progressed  that  you  recommend  the  payment  of  thirty-six 
thonsand  dollars  on  account  of  the  contract.     Acknowledge  receipt. 

J.  C.  WOODRUFF, 
CapL  Top.  Eng'ra^  Aaaiatant  in  Bureau. 
Colonel  Long, 

U.  S.  A.J  New  Orleans. 


[By  Telegnph.] 


New  Orleans,  May  22, 1858. 
Tour  despatch  of  this  date  is  received.    I  remain  accordingly. 


Captain  J.  C.  Woodruff. 


8.  H.  LONG. 
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[By  Telegraph.] 

Southwest  Pass,  May  25,  1858. 

Received  at  Washington,  May  25,  1858. 

Both  instalments  proposed  in  my  report  of  25th  of  February  last 
are  now  fairly  payable  to  the  contractors;  particulars  to  be  reported. 

S.  H.  LONG, 
Corps  Topographical  Engineers, 
Captain  J.  C.  Woodruff, 

Topographical  Burean. 


[By  Telegraph.] 


BuRBAU  Topographical  Enginebrs, 

May  26,  1858. 

The  Secretary  of  War  desires  to  know  if  you  sent  a  despatch  yester- 
day recommending  that  both  instalments,  proposed  in  your  report  of 
25th  of  February  last,  be  now  paid  to  the  contractors.  Reply  by 
telegraph. 

J.  C.  WOODRUFF. 
Captain  Topographical  Engineers, 
Lieut.  Colonel  Long,  United  Stales  Armyy 

New  OrleanSy  Louisiana. 


Southwest  Pass,  May  27, 1868. 

Received  at  Washington,  May  27,  1858,  11  o'clock  —  min.  p.  m. 

I  sent  a  despatch  on  the  25th  instant,  recommending  the  payment 
of  both  instalments,  proposed  in  my  report  of  25th  of  February  last, 
be  now  paid  to  the  contractors. 

S.  H.  LONG. 

Captain  J.  C.  Woodruff. 


BuRBAU  OF  Topographical  Engineers, 

Washington^  May  22,  1858. 

Sir:  Tour  letter  of  the  7th  instant  has  been  received  and  submitted 
to  the  War  Department. 

Are  you  not  laboring  under  a  misapprehension  about  the  contract 
having  been  modified  ?    Such  is  the  impression  of  the  bureau. 
Respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  J.  ABERT, 
Cdond  Corps  Topographical  Engineers. 
Lieut.  Colonel  S.  H.  Long, 

Corps  Topographical  Engineers,  New  OrVaw^ 
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BUBBAU  OP  TOPOORAPHICAL  ENGINEERS, 

Washington,  May  26,  1858. 
Sir:  I  send  enclosed  despatch  from  Lieutenant  Colonel  S.  H.  Long. 
As  I  doubt  its  genuineness,  I  respectfully  recommend  the  waiting  for 
the  "  particulars  to  be  reported." 

BespectfuUy,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  J.  ABERT, 
Colonel  Corps  Topographical  Engineers. 
Hon.  John  B.  Floyd, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Bureau  op  Topographical  Engineers, 

Washington,  May  26,  1858. 

Sir:  I  send  you  a  copy  of  a  telegraphic  despatch  and  of  the  report 
thereon  to  the  War  Department. 

Respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  J.  ABERT, 
Colonel  Corps  Topographical  Engineers. 
Major  S.  H.  Long, 

Corps  Top.  Eng.y  Bvt.  LietU.  Col.  U.  8.  -4., 

New  Orleans  J  Louisiana. 


New  Orleans,  May  29,  1858. 

Sir:  Two  telegraphic  despatches  (one  of  which  is  in  duplicate)  have 
been  received  from  the  Topographical  bureau,  one  dated  on  the  22d 
and  the  other  on  the  26th  instant,  both  relating  to  the  payment  of 
the  instalments  proposed  in  my  report  of  the  25th  February  last;  the 
receipt  of  both  has  been  duly  acknowledged. 

I  have  the  honor  now  to  report  that  on  a  thorough  inspection  of  the 
channel,  and  of  the  work  done  under  the  modified  contract  of  Messrs. 
Craig  &  Rightor  for  the  removal  of  obstructions  from  the  Southwest 
Pass,  made  and  concluded  on  the  28th  instant,  a  straight  channel 
has  been  opened  entirely  across  the  tidal  bar,  having  a  width  of  at 
least  300  feet,  and  a  depth  of  18  to  22  feet.  The  direction  of  the 
channel  from  its  head,  near  the  can  buoy,  to  its  entrance  into  the  deep 
water  of  the  gulf,  is  south  25^  west. 

The  opening  of  the  channel  has  undoubtedly  been  effected  in  part 
by  the  work  that  has  been  done  under  the  contracts,  and  in  part  by 
the  agency  of  the  water  currents  in  the  pass,  and  by  other  natural 
causes;  hence,  in  accordance  with  the  stipulations  of  the  modified 
contract  in  so  far  as  they  relate  to  the  opening  of  the  channel  in  the 
Southwest  Pass,  the  compensation  to  be  made  for  the  opening  thereof, 
viz:  ($125,000)  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  thousand  dollars^  all 
payments  being  iBcluded,  is  now  payable  to  tVie  eoiL\>T«AWt^« 

Moreover,  the  £rat  branch  of  the  contract  \>dTi%  ix3\?X\ft^^  %a  ^Cwsh^^ 
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the  stipulations  for  keqnng  open  the  channel,  as  provided  for  in  the 
same  contract,  will  go  into  operation,  and  remain  binding  on  the 
contractors,  from  and  after  the  28th  day  of  May,  1858. 

All  necessary  details  relating  not  only  to  the  improvement  of  the 
Southwest  Pass  but  to  that  of  the  Pass  Sl  TOutre  also,  will  be  pre- 
sented in  my  inspection  report,  which  will  bo  prepared  and  forwarded 
as  soon  as  practicable. 

Respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  H.  LONG, 
Lieut.  Colonel  Topographical  Engineers. 
Colonel  J.  J.  Abbrt, 

Chief  Topographical  Engineers^  Washingtony  D.  C. 


Bureau  of  Topographical  Enoinbrrs, 
Waahingtony  November  26,  1860. 

Sir:  In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  16th  April  last,  calling  for  a  report  of  the  entire  action  of  the 
War  Department,  under  the  act  of  February  8,  1856,  entitled  ''An 
act  to  remove  obstructions  to  navigation  in  the  mouth  of  the  Missis- 
sippi river,  at  the  Southwest  Pass  and  Pass  Sl  T Outre,"  I  have  the 
honor  of  transmitting  herewith  a  copy  of  Ex.  Doc.  No.  139,  Ist  ses- 
sion 35th  Congress,  with  copies  of  the  contracts  subsequently  made, 
and  the  correspondence  connected  therewith,  which  it  is  believed 
will  furnish  all  the  information  required  by  the  resolution. 
Respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  J.  ABERT, 
Colonel  Corps  Topographical  Engineers. 
Hon.  John  B.  Floyd, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Bureau  of  Topograhical  Enoinbbrs, 

Washington^  May  14,  1858. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  a  copy  of  the  last  report  of  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  Long,  in  relation  to  the  work  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Mississippi  inspected  by  him. 

Respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  J.  ABERT, 
Oolond  Corps  Topographical  Engineers. 
Hon.  John  B.  Floyd, 

Secretary  of  War. 

[Indoraement  ] 

Upon  the  report  of  the  progress  of  the  work,  and  the  recommenda- 
tion of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Long,  the  engineer  in  charge,  I  direct  the 
payment  of  $30,000  to  Messrs.  Craig  &  Bightor. 

J.  B.  FLOYD, 
Secretary  of  War. 
War  Department,  May  20, 1&&S. 
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Bureau  of  Topographical  Enqixeers, 

Washingtany  May  28,  1858. 

Sm :  I  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  herewith,  for  the  information 
of  the  War  Department,  a  telegraphic  despatch  just  received  from 
Lieutenant  Colonel  S.  H.  Long. 

BespectfuUj^  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  WOODRUFF, 
Capt.  Top.  Eng*r8j  Asst.  to  Bureau. 
Hon.  John  B.  Floyd, 

Secretary  of  War. 

[ladoTBement.] 

Upon  the  recommendation  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Long,  the  engineer 
in  charge,  I  direct  the  further  payment  of  $36,000  to  Messrs.  Craig  & 
Bightor. 

J.  B.  FLOYD, 
Secretary  of  War. 
^KBi  Department,  May  28,  1858. 


New  Orleans,  May  31,  1858. 

Sir  :  I  herewith  enclose  the  copy  of  an  appplication  this  day  made 
by  Messrs.  Craig  &  Bightor  for  a  further  extension  of  their  modified 
contract  for  the  removal  of  obstructions  from  the  mouth  of  Pass  ^ 
r  Outre,  and  of  my  replv  to  said  application,  both  dated  on  this  day. 
Being  satisfied  that  the  work  required  to  be  done  for  the  improve- 
ment of  this  pass  cannot  be  accomplished  within  the  period  stipulated 
in  said  contract,  viz :  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  July  next,  I  cheer- 
fally  commend  the  application  to  the  favorable  consideration  of  the 
War  Department. 

Bespectfnlly  submitted. 

8.  H.  LONG, 
Lieut.  Cd.  Top.  Engineers. 
Colonel  J.  J.  Abert, 

Ghief  Top.  Eng'rs,  Washington,  D.  0. 


Approved. 


[ladoraement.] 


J.  B.  FLOYD, 
Secretary  of  War. 
War  Department,  June  21, 1858. 


New  Orleans,  May  31, 1868. 

Dear  Sir  :  In  consequence  of  all  our  energies  having  been  directed 
to  the  opening  of  the  Southwest  Pass,  at  the  mo\it\ioi  \i\!L<^'^\^\^^\\v^ 
rirer,  we  have  not  progressed  with  tbe  woxk  a\>¥8i»&  ^YQxiVt^  ^s^^^ 
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confidently  expected ;  and  as  the  time  of  contract  for  the  Pass  i 
r  Outre  will  expire  on  the  first  of  Jaly  next,  we  have  made  applica- 
tion to  the  War  Department  for  an  extension  of  time  of  said  contract, 
until  June  1,  1859,  confidently  believing  that  we  will  be  enabled  to 
finish  the  work  at  an  earlier  date. 

We  will  be  glad  to  know  whether  the  extension  asked  for  by  m 
meets  your  approval. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

CRAIG  &  BIGHTOR. 

Colonel  S.  H.  Long. 

A  true  copy. 

WM.  JOHNSON,  Copyist. 


New  Orleans,  May  31,  1858. 
Sir  :  In  consequence  of  all  of  our  exertions  and  energies  having 
been  directed  to  the  opening  of  the  Southwest  Pass,  Mississippi  ri?er, 
we  have  not  progressed  wim  the  work  at  Pass  H  T Outre  as  we  confi- 
dently expected  ;  and  as  the  time  of  contract  for  the  Pass  Sl  TOntre 
will  expire  on  the  first  of  July  next,  we  now  ask  an  extension  of 
said  contract  until  June  1,  1859,  next,  confidently  believing  that  we 
will  be  enabled  to  finish  the  work  at  an  earlier  date. 

We  beg  to  refer  you  to  Colonel  Long's  recommendation  to  extend 
the  time  asked  for. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

CRAIG  &  RIGHTOR. 
Hon.  J.  B.  Floyd,  Secretary  of  War. 


New  Orleans,  May  31,  1858. 
Genilemen  :  I  am  in  receipt  of  your  application  of  this  date  for 
a  further  extension  of  the  period  of  your  modified  contract  lor  the 
removal  of  obstructions  from  the  channel  across  the  tidal  bar  at  the 
mouth  of  Pass  Sl  TOutre  from  the  1st  July  next  to  the  1st  June,  1839. 
Being  fully  convinced  that  the  work  provided  for  in  said  contract 
cannot  be  accomplished  within  the  period  of  the  last  extension  granted, 
viz :  to  the  1st  July  next,  I  cheerfully  commend  the  application  made, 
as  above,  to  the  favorable  consfderation  of  the  War  Department. 
Respectfully,  gentlemen,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  H.  LONG, 
Lieut.  Ocl.  Top.  Engineers. 
Messrs.  Craig  &  Riqhtor, 

Contractors  for  Pass  a  V  Outre ^  New  Orleans^  La. 

Attest :  A  true  copy. 

WM.  JOHNSON,  Shperviaor. 
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St.  LouiSi  Junt  6^  1868. 

Bib  :  A  telegraph  despatch  was  received  at  this  ofSce  to-day  of  the 
following  import^  viz : 

"  Washington,  Junt  4, 1858. 

"  The  Secretary  of  War  directs  that  you  report  to  Washington  city 
without  delay. 

"J.  C.  WOODRUFF, 
'^  Captain  Topographical  Engineers. 
"Lieut.  Col.  Long,  U.  8.  A." 

A  letter  just  received  from  Colonel  Long,  dated  at  New  Orleans, 
May  29,  1858,  informs  me  that  he  will  leave  for  this  city  on  the  4th 
or  5th  instant. 
Respectfully,  sir,  your  ohedient  servant, 

H.  C.  LONG, 
Asst.  OivU  Engineer  in  charge  of  office. 
Colonel  J.  J.  Abrrt, 

Chi^f  Topographical  Engineers^  Washington^  D.  C, 


Bureau  of  Topographical  Engineers, 

Washington,  June  5,  1858. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter 
from  Lieut.  Col.  S.  H.  Long,  ()ated  29th  ultimo,  reporting  the  pro- 
gress of  operations  by  Messrs.  Craig  &  Rightor,  under  their  contracts 
for  improving  the  navigation  at  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi  river. 
Respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  WOODRUFF, 
Capt.  Top*l  Engineers,  Asst.  to  Bureau,  in  charge. 

Hon.  John  B.  Floyd, 

Secretary  of  War. 


[iDdorsement.] 

War  Department,  June  18,  1858. 

Upon  the  within  report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Long,  topographical  engi- 
neers, of  the  completion  of  the  work  at  the  Southwest  Pass  of  the 
Mississippi  river,  I  direct  the  further  payment  to  Messrs.  Craig  & 
Righton  of  $59,000,  the  balance  due  them  per  contract  for  said  work, 
$66,000  having  been  previously  paid  on  the  same  account. 

J.  B.  FLOYD, 
Secretary  of  War. 
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Washinoton,  June  15, 1858. 
Sir  :  As  one  of  the  sureties  on  the  bond  entered  into  by  Craig  & 
Bightor  for  the  opening,  and  keeping  open,  the  mouths  of  the  Missis- 
sippi river  at  the  Southwest  Pass  and  Pclss  d  V  Outre j  and  as  the 
representative  of  the  two  other  sureties,  Bichard  M.  Oorwine  and 
William  Wis  well,  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  I  do  hereby  protest  against 
the  payment  of  any  moneys  on  said  contract  to  Craig  &  Bightor,  or 
to  any  of  their  agents,  without  the  express  consent  of  said  sureties. 
Very  respectfully, 

JOHN  A.  COB  WIN, 
For  sdf  and  co-aurdies. 
Hon.  John  B.  Floyd, 

Secretary  of  War. 


BuBRAU  of  Topographical  Enoinebbs, 

Washington^  June  26,  1858. 

Sia :  Tour  letter  of  the  31st  ultimo,  enclosing  the  application  of 
Messrs.  Craig  &  Bightor  for  an  extension  of  time  for  the  fulfilment 
of  their  contract  for  the  removal  of  obstructions  from  Pass  4  I'Oatre, 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi  river,  and  recommending  it  to  &vo^ 
able  consideration,  has  been  submitted  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of 
War,  and  has  been  approved  by  him. 
BespectfuUy,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  J.  ABEBT, 
Colonel  Corps  Topographical  Engineers. 
Lieut.  Colonel  S.  H.  Long, 

Corps  Topographical  Engineers^  St.  LoutSy  Mo. 


BuRBAU  of  Topographical  Enginbkrs, 

Waahingtony  July  14,  1858. 
Sir  :  Your  letter  of  10th  instant  has  been  received,  and  submitted 
to  the  War  Department  with  a  report  from  this  bureau,  of  which  the 
enclosed  is  a  copy. 

BespectfuUy,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  J.  ABEBT, 
Colond  Corps  Topographical  Engineers. 
Lieut.  Col.  S.  H.  Long, 

Corps  Topographidd  Engineers^  St.  Louis,  Mo. 


BuRBAU  OF  Topographical  Enginrrbs, 

Washington^  August  28,  1868. 
You  were  this  day  informed  by  telegraph  that  the  work  at  Pass  i 
r Outre  18  reported  to  be  ready  for  Vii«i^Q\»\oTi)^^^>iici^x»^^  ^it^TiVx^f^Xi:^^ 
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will  have  a  steamboat  ready  to  meet  yon  at  New  Orleans  at  snch  time 
as  yon  may  designate. 

I  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  W.  E.  Starke,  esq., 
npon  the  subject. 

Bespectfally,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  0.  WOODRUFF, 
Capt.  Top.  Engs. ,  Asat.  to  Bureau^  in  charge, 
Lieut.  Gol.  S.  H.  Long, 

Corps  Topographical  Engineers^  8t.  Louia^  Mo. 


Washington,  August  28,  1858. 

Sib:  We  beg  to  inform  you  that  the  work  for  opening  Pass  & 
r  Outre,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi  river,  being  now  completed 
and  ready  for  inspection,  we  ask  that  an  o£Scer  be  appointed  to  inspect 
the  work  and  report  on  the  same. 

The  prevalence  of  yellow  fever  at  New  Orleans  may  be  an  objection 
on  the  part  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Long,  the  o£Scer  now  in  charge  of 
the  work,  to  visiting  Pass  &  TOntre  at  this  time,  in  which  event  we 
beg  to  suggest  the  appointment  of  some  o£Scer  who  is  acclimated  in 
his  place. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

CRAIG  &  RIGHTOB, 
Per  W.  E.  STARKE. 
Hon.  John  B.  Floyd, 

Secretary  of  War. 


[By  telegraph  ] 

WASHiNaTON,  August  28,  1858. 
The  work  at  Pass  &  1' Outre  is  reported  ready  for  inspection.     The 
contractors  will  direct  the  "  Downs  "  to  meet  you  at  New  Orleans  on 
the  day  you  may  designate.     Please  answer  promptly. 

J.  J.  ABERT, 
Colonel  Corps  Topographicnl  Engineers. 
Lieut.  Col.  8.  H.  Long, 

United  States  Army^  St.  Louis^  Missouri. 


United  States  Topographical  Office, 

St.  Louis y  September  1,  1858. 

Colonel:  Your  despatch  (telegram)  of  the  28th  ultimo  is  this 
foment  received.  Colonel  Long  will  leave  for  New  Orleans  on  the 
^d  instant. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  C.  LONG, 

Assistant  J  in  charge. 
Colonel  J.  J.  Abbrt, 

Chi^  Typographical  Engineers ^  WashingUm^  D*  C. 

n.  Ex.  Doc.  6 6 
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Bureau  of  Topographical  Engineers, 

Waahi^gUmy  September  6,  1858. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  yoar  direction  to  report  apoD 
a  letter  from  Messrs.  Craig  &  Bightor,  stating  that  the  work  of  open- 
ing Pass  k  r Outre,  at  the  month  of  the  Mississippi  river,  has  been 
completed,  and  asking  that  an  ofScer  be  appointed  to  inspect  it. 

I  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  a  telegrapnic  despatch  of  the  28th 
ultimo,  to  Lieutenant  Colonel  Long,  the  omcer  in  charge  of  the  work, 
and  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  H.  C.  Long,  esq.,  his  assistant,  from  which 
it  appears  that  Lieutenant  Colonel  Long  was  to  leave  St.  Louis  for 
New  Orleans  on  the  3d  instant. 

Respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  J.  ABERT, 
Colonel  Corps  Topographical  Engineers, 
Hon.  John  B.  Floyd, 

Secretary  of  War. 


New  Orleans,  September  11,  1858. 

Sir  :  In  ohedience  to  instructions  from  the  War  Department,  dated 
on  the  28th,  and  received  on  the  81st  of  August  last,  I  proceeded  to 
Pass  a  r  Outre,  for  the  purpose  of  inspecting  the  work  done  at  said 
pass  under  the  modified  contract  of  Messrs.  Craig  &  Bightor,  for  the 
removal  of  obstructions  from  the  mouth  thereof,  especially  in  so  far 
as  relates  to  the  first  branch  or  object  of  said  contract,  viz :  to  the 
opening  of  a  channel,  three  hundred  feet  wide  and  eighteen  feet  deep, 
entirely  across  the  tidal  bar  to  the  deep  water  of  the  open  Oulf. 

1  now  have  the  honor  to  report,  briefly  and  summarily,  the  results 
of  my  investigations,  measurements,  &c.,  in  reference  to  the  subjects 
proposed,  and  the  conclusions  to  which  I  have  arrived. 

A  straight  channel,  leading  in  a  direction  about  S.  85^  E.,  or  N. 
86^  W.,  having  a  width  nowhere  less  than  three  hundred  feet,  (3O0,) 
and  a  depth  of  at  least  eighteen  (18)  feet  below  the  surface  of  ordioarj 
low  water,  has  been  opened  and  now  exists  at  and  entirely  across  said 
tidal  bar,  as  provided  tor  in  said  contract. 

The  opening  of  the  channel  at  Pass  &  TOutre,  and  the  inspectioa 
thereof,  as  above,  were  accomplished  on  the  10th  day  of  September, 
1858. 

Hence  the  contract  price,  viz :  $126,000,  stipulated  to  he  paid  for 
the  opening  of  the  channel,  is  now  fairly  due  and  payable  to  the  con- 
tractors, or  their  legal  representatives,  on  account  of  the  work  done 
by  them  at  and  near  the  mouth  of  the  Pass  4  TOutre. 

Hence,  also,  the  first  branch  or  object  of  the  contract,  viz :  the 
opening  of  the  channel,  having  been  accomplished,  inspected,  and 
ready  lor  acceptance  on  the  10th  day  of  September,  1858,  the  second 
branch  or  object  of  the  same  contract,  viz :  the  keeping  open  of  9x1^ 
channel,  will  take  effect  and  be  in  force  from  and  after  the  same  date, 
viz:  the  10th  day  of  September,  1858. 
All  needful  and  proper  detaWE,  \io\.  qt\^  Vsi  T^S.^\^\i<(^  \a  Pass  * 
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r  Outre  but  to  the  Southwest  Pass,  which  I  have  also  inspected  on  my 
late  tour  of  inspection,  will  be  exhibited  as  early  as  practicable  in  a 
subsequent  report. 

Respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  H.  LONG, 
Lieut.  Colonel  Topographical  Engineers. 
Colonel  J.  J.  Abkrt, 

Chief  Topographical  Engineers^  Washington^  D.  C. 

P.  S.     I  propose  to  return  to  St.  Louis  by  the  first  favorable  oppor- 
tunity, 

S.  H.  LONG, 
United  States  Army. 


Bureau  op  Topographical  Enginbbrs, 

Washington,  September  18,  1858. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  a  copy  of  a  report  from  Colonel 
Long,  of  the  11th  instant,  to  the  effect  that  the  channel  at  Pass  & 
rOutre  has  been  opened  by  Messrs.  Craig  &  Bightor,  in  accordance 
with  the  terms  of  the  modified  contract,  and  that  the  payment  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty-five  thousand  dollars  ($125,000)  is  now  fairly 
due  to  the  contractors. 

Bespectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  J.  ABERT, 
Colonel  Corps  Topographical  Engineers. 
Hon.  John  B.  Floyd, 

Secretary  of  War. 

Indorsement. 

Let  the  money  be  paid  in  accordance  with  the  report  of  the  engi- 
neer and  recommendation  of  the  colonel  of  the  corps. 

J.  B.  FLOYD, 

Secretary  of  War. 
War  Department,  September  18,  1858. 


XJNnED  States  Topographical  Office, 

St.  Louisy  September  23,  1868. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  submit  my  report  on  the  inspec- 
tions recently  made  by  me  at  the  mouths  of  the  Mississippi,  in  Pass 
cl  rOatre  and  Southwest  Pass. 

Agreeably  to  instructions  heretofore  issued  from  the  bureau,  I  shall 
endeavor  to  prepare  my  forthcoming  annual  report  in  duplicate,  unlesa 
otherwise  directed  by  the  bureau. 

Respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  H.  LONG, 
Lieutenant  CcHond  Topographical  JE?agva«enr%« 
Colonel  J.  J.  Abert, 

OAte/ Topoffraphical  Engineers^  TToafctngton,  D.  C, 
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Untikd  States  Topographical  Office, 
St.  Louis,  September  23,  1868. 

Sir:  Pursuant  to  your  instructions  of  the  28th  ultimo,  received  at 
this  place  on  the  31st  of  the  same  month,  I  embarked  for  the  moaths 
of  the  Mississippi  on  the  2d  instant,  and  arrived  at  Pass  tl  TOatre 
on  the  10th  instant,  and  engaged  at  once  in  the  inspection  of  the 
work  done  under  the  contract  of  Messrs.  Craig  &  Bi^htor  for  the 
improvement  of  the  channel  across  the  tidal  bar  at  this  pass.  The 
proceedings  had  in  reference  to  the  examinations  and  inspection  of 
the  pass  are  briefly  as  follows,  viz : 

1.  A  double  series  of  line  soundings  extending  entirely  across  the 
tidal  bar  (about  2,200  yards)  to  the  open  Gulf  and  back  affain  was 
made  along  the  improved  channel  at,  near,  and  within  the  limits  to 
which  it  had  been  opened ;  more  than  260  soundings  in  feet  were 
made  on  this  trip. 

The  following  is  a  synopsis  of  this  double  series : 

First  trip  (  20,  20, 19, 18, 19, 18, 19, 18, 18, 18, 18,  18,  18,  18, 18. 
outward.  I  20, 19,  20, 18, 18, 18, 18, 18, 18, 18, 18,  18,  18,  18, 18. 
First  trip  <  18, 18, 17, 18, 18, 18, 18, 18, 18, 18, 18, 18, 18, 18, 18, 17,17. 
outward.  \  18,18,18,18,18,18,18, 18, 18, 17, 18, 17, 18, 18,18,18,18. 

18, 17, 17,  18,  17,  17,  16,  17, 17,  17,  17,  18,  17,  17, 18, 
First  trip  I      18,  20,  20,  21,  22. 
outward.  1  17,  17,  16,  17,  16,  17,  16, 16, 16,  16,  16,  16,  15, 16,  17, 

17,  21,  22,  25,  22. 

N.  6. — The  soundings  less  than  18  feet  in  depth  were  all  outside  of 
the  channel  way,  while  many  above  and  below  the  bar,  exceeding  18 
feet  in  depth,  are  omitted  in  the  synopsis. 

Beturnmg  on  the  same  trip  from  the  Gulf  to  the  inner  margin  of 
the  bar,  the  double  series  of  soundings  were  as  follows : 

[  22,  21.  20,  19,  18,  18,  18,  18,  18,  18,  19,  19,  18,  18, 18, 
First  trip  J      18,  19,  19,  19. 
return.    1  22,  21,  20,  19,  20,  19,  19,  18,  18,  19,  19,  18,  19, 19, 19, 

18,  18,  19,  19. 

First  trip  (  19, 19, 19, 19, 19, 19, 19, 18, 19, 19, 19, 18, 18,  19, 18, 19. 

return.  {  19, 19, 19, 19, 19, 19, 19, 19, 19, 19,  20, 19, 19, 19, 19, 19. 
First  trip  (  18, 18, 19, 19, 19, 19,  20,  20, 18, 19, 19, 18, 18, 19, 19, 19. 

return.  )  19, 19, 19, 19, 19,  20,  20, 19,  20,  20,  19, 19, 19,  19, 19, 19. 
First  trip  (  19,  19,  19,  19,  19,  19,  19,  19,  19,  19,  19,  19,  19,  20. 

return.    \  19,  19,  19,  19,  19,  20,  20,  20,  19,  19,  19,  19,  20,  21. 

Note. — The  outward  and  return  soundings  recorded  in  the  fore- 
going svnopsis  were  made  when  the  surface  water  of  the  pass  ^ 
about  three  inches  below  ordinary  low  water. 

Our  second  trip  embraced  a  double  series  of  zigzag  souDdingS) 
carried  alternately  to  the  north  and  south  sides  of  the  new  channel, 
and  extending,  as  before,  entirely  across  the  tidal  bar,  the  number  of 
Boundinga  m^e  being  about  400, 
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The  following  synopsis  exhibits  the  soundings  made  on  this  trip, 
taken  zigzag  or  from  side  to  side  of  the  channel  in  both  directions, 
oatward  and  retarn : 

Second  trip  (  20, 18, 18, 19, 19, 18, 18, 18, 18, 18, 18, 18, 18, 17, 17, 18. 
outward.    {  20, 18, 18, 18, 18, 18, 18, 18,18, 18, 18, 17, 18, 17, 16, 16. 


Second  trip 
outward. 


Second  trip 
outward. 


Second  trip 
outward. 


17, 18,  18,  18,  19, 19, 19,  19, 18, 18, 18, 17, 16, 16, 17, 
17  17   18. 

17,  17,  18,  18,  18,  19,  19,  18, 16, 17, 16, 15, 15,  15, 16, 
16,  18,  18. 

18,  18,  18,  18,  18,  18,  18,  18,  18, 18, 18, 18, 18, 18, 18, 
18,  18.    • 

18,  18,  17, 18,  18,  18,  17,  17,  18, 18, 17, 17, 17, 16, 16, 
16,  17. 

18,  18,  18,  18,  18,  18,  17,  18, 17, 18, 18, 17, 18, 19, 18, 

18,  19,  18. 
17,  17,  17,  17,  17,  16,  16,  16, 17, 17, 17, 17, 18, 19, 18, 

18,  18,  18. 


Second  trip «  18,  18,  17,  18,  22,  22,  20,  23,  21,  27. 
outward.    {  17,  17,  19,  19,  22,  18,  19,  22,  24,  27. 

Second  trip  J  19,22,21,24,24,23,21,23,22,21,23,18,18,19,20,21. 

return.      {  19, 20, 22, 23, 22, 22, 22, 22, 22,  21, 23, 18, 19, 19, 22, 18. 

Second  trip  (  22, 21, 19, 19, 19, 18, 19, 19, 19, 19, 19, 18, 18, 18, 18, 18. 

return.      {  22, 18, 19, 19, 18, 19, 19, 19, 19, 19, 18, 19, 17, 16, 15, 16. 

Second  trip  f  18,  18,  17,  18,  18,  19,  19,  19, 19, 19,  20,  20,  20, 19,  19, 

return.      I      18,  17. 

)  17,  18,  18,  19,  17,  18,  18,  19,  20, 19, 19,  20, 18, 19, 18, 
i     18,  17. 

17,  17, 18,  18,  19, 18, 18,  18,  19, 19,  20, 19, 19,  20, 19, 

19,  19. 
17,  17,  17, 18,  18,  18, 18, 19,  19, 19, 19, 19, 21, 19, 19, 

19,  19. 

19,  19,  19,  18,  18,  17, 19,  19,  19, 19, 18, 18, 18, 18, 19, 

19,  19. 
19,  19, 18,  18,  18, 18,  18, 19, 19, 18, 18, 18, 18, 19, 19, 

20,  21. 

Second  trip  (  19,  19, 19, 19, 19, 19, 19,  18,  18, 17, 17, 18, 18, 18, 18. 

return.  I  21,  19,  19,  19,  19,  19,  18,  18,  17, 17, 17, 18, 18, 18, 18. 
Second  trip  \  18,  19,  18,  20,  20,  20,  21,  22. 

return.     {  18,  19,  19,  20,  20,  20,  22,  22. 

The  soundings  in  this  synopsis  may  be  regarded  as  random  sound- 
ings obliquely  across  the  channel,  between  the  north  and  south  margins 
thereof. 

The  third  trip  also  embraced  a  double  series  of  line  soundings,  each 
series  having  been  made  as  nearly  as  practicable  in  coincidence  with 
the  lines  bounding  the  sides  of  the  channel,  one  oi  XNie  «erv»&\)KAXi'^ 
run  approximately  along  the  northerly  side,  and  l^e  ol^vc  «N!am%^^ 


Second  trip 
return. 


Second  trip 
return. 
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southerly^  side  of  the  channel.     These  soundings  in  both  directioas 
are  exhibited  in  the  following  synopsis : 

'  19,  19,  19,  18,  18,  18,  19,  18,  18,  18,  18,  18,  18,  18, 18, 
Third  trip  I      18,19,18,18. 

outward.  ]  20,  19,  19,  18,  19,  18,  18,  18,  18,  18,  18,  19,  19,  18, 18, 
18,  18,  i8,  18. 

'  18,  18,  18,  18,  18,  18,  18, 18,  18,  19,  18,  18,  18,  18, 18, 
Third  trip  J      18,18,18,18,18. 

outward.  1  18,  18,  18,  18,  18,  18,  18,  18,  18,  18,  18,  18,  18,  18, 18, 
18,  18,  18,  18,  18. 

'  18,  18,  18,  18,  18,  18,  18,  18,  18,  18,  18,  18,  18,  18, 18, 
Third  trip!      18,  21,  19,  23,  23. 

outward.  1  18,  18,  18,  18,  18,  18,  18,  18,  18,  18,  18,  18,  18,  18, 18, 
18,  19,  22,  22,  22. 

r  19,  18,  19,  19,  19,  18,  18,  18,  18,  18,  18,  18,  18,  18, 18, 
Third  trip  J      18,  18,  18,  18. 
return.    1  19,  19,  19,  19,  18,  18,  18,  18,  19,  18,  18,  18,  18,  18, 18, 
18,  18,  18,  18. 

'  18,  18,  18,  18,  18,  18,  18,  18,  18,  18,  18,  18,  18,  IS,  18, 
Third  trip  J      18,  18,  18,18. 
return.     1  18,  18,  18,  18,  18,  18,  18,  18,  18,  18,  18,  18,  18,  18, 18,^ 
18,  18,  18,  18. 

Third  trip  C  18, 18, 18, 18, 18, 18, 18, 18, 18, 18, 18, 19, 19, 19, 19, 19. 
return.     {  18, 18, 18, 18, 18, 18, 18, 19, 19, 18, 18, 19, 19, 19, 19, 20. 

The  soundings  recorded  in  this  synopsis  were  made  on  lines  fuUj 
300  feet  apart  at  all  points,  tho  distances  between  the  lines  pretty 
generally  being  considerably  greater  than  that  just  mentioned. 

In  order  to  determine  the  least  distance  between  the  lines  men- 
tioned, or,  in  other  words,  the  width  of  the  improved  channel  at  its 
narrowest  part,  a  fourth  trip  was  made  across  the  bar  and  back  again, 
and  careful  measurement  was  made  across  the  channel  at  a  point 
where  its  width  was  obviously  less  than  at  any  other  point.  This 
measurement  was  effected  by  means  of  small  lines  stretched  across 
the  channel  from  the  steamer  Downs,  which  was  anchored  midway  of 
the  channel,  the  lines  being  extended  to  buoys  placed  on  each  side  of 
the  channel  near  its  margins.  The  measurement  gave  for  the  width 
of  the  channel  at  its  narrowest  part  at  least  326  feet. 

From  the  soundings  of  the  third  trip  it  may  be  inferred  that  the 
average  depth  of  the  newly-opened  channel  is  considerably  more  than 
18  feet;  whereas  the  average  depth  of  the  same  channel,  as  inferred 
from  the  soundings  recorded  in  my  inspection  report  of  June  last,  is 
about  16  feet. 

This  astonishing  and  almost  incredible  change  has  been  effected  by 
the  submarine  blasting  of  74  torpedoes,  and  the  consumption  of  nearly 
8,000  pounds,  or  four  net  tons,  of  gunpowder. 

The  torpedoes  employed,  one  only  of  iron  being  excepted,  were 
made  of  tin  in  the  form  of  caniftteift^aTA^^T^of  three  different  sizes; 
the  largest  containing  156pouiida,li^i^TCL^^\xaxi\V^Y^^MA&^^\A 
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smallest  78  pounds  each.  Of  the  first  or  largest  class,  12  were  blasted; 
of  the  second  or  mediam  class,  32  ;  and  of  the  third  or  smallest  class, 
30  were  blasted  ;  the  whole  qaantity  of  powder  consamed  being  aboat 
8,000  poonds,  as  before  stated. 

The  torpedoes  were  deposited  and  blasted  in  depths  yarving  from  7 
to  20  feet  below  the  water  sorface.  Their  explosion  proauced  basin- 
shaped  cavities  at  the  bottom  of  the  pass,  of  greater  or  less  dimen- 
flioDs,  according  to  the  depth  of  the  water  and  the  size  of  the  charge 
exploded.  The  more  conspicuous  the  effect,  and  the  louder  the  report 
of  the  explosion  above  water,  the  less  considerable  the  effect  produced 
at  the  bottom  of  the  pass. 

The  skilful  and  successful  management  of  the  blasting  was  executed 
bj  Mr.  George  L  Baker,  who  fired  the  first  torpedo  on  the  Pot  Ilock 
at  Hurl  Gate,  under  the  direction  of  Benjamin  Maillefert,  esq.,  and 
bag  served  conspicuously  and  successfully  in  the  operations  of  that 
gentleman  at  that  and  various  other  points  since  the  date  of  that 
memorable  achievement. 

The  effect  of  the  blasting  on  the  indurated  bottom  of  the  pass 
consists  not  only  in  the  formation  of  basin-shaped  cavities,  but  in  the 
converting  of  the  indurated  and  crusty  clay  bed  at  the  bottom  of  the 
channel  into  a  pasty  and  yi*^lding  consistency,  whereby  the  levigated 
materials  of  which  it  is  composed  are  disintegrated,  set  at  liberty, 
iud  wafted  away  by  the  water  currents.  By  the  same  operation,  the 
^rust  at  the  bottom  being  extensively  ruptured,  the  gasses,  &c.,  be- 
leath  it  aie  allowed  to  escape,  producing  violent  ebullitions  at  the 
surface  of  the  water,  and  a  subsequent  settling  or  sinking  of  the  in- 
lurated  bottom  remaining  undisturbed  by  the  blast  near  and  for  a 
greater  or  less  distance  around  the  point  of  explosion. 

The  washing  away  of  the  detritus  thus  produced  is  further  promoted 
ini  accelerated  by  the  use  of  massive  harrows  or  scrapers  dragged 
Jong  the  bottom  after  the  explosions  have  been  made. 

Having  completed  my  inspection  of  this  pass,  I  prepared  a  brief 
^mmary  report  in  relation  to  the  same,  of  which  the  following  is 
Loopy: 

*'New  Orleans,  September  11,  1858. 

^^  Sir  :  In  obedience  to  instructions  from  the  War  Depatment,  dated 
m  the  28th  and  received  at  St.  Louis  on  the  31st  of  August  last,  I 
proceeded  to  Pass  &  1' Outre  for  the  purpose  of  inspecting  the  work 
lone  under  the  modified  contract  of  Messrs.  Craig  &  High  tor  for  the 
"emoval  of  obstructions  from  the  mouth  thereof,  especially  in  so  far 
IS  relates  to  the  first  branch  or  object  of  said  contract,  viz :  to  the 
fpening  of  a  straight  channel^  300  feet  wide  and  18  feet  deep,  entirely 
icross  the  tidal  bar,  to  the  deep  water  of  the  Gulf. 

'^  I  now  have  the  honor  to  report,  briefly  and  summarily,  the  results 
>f  my  investigations^  measurements,  &c.,  in  reference  to  the  subjects 
proposed^  and  to  the  conclusions  to  which  I  have  arrived. 

*' A  straight  channel  leading  in  a  direction  about  S.  85^  E.  or  N.  85^ 
W.,  having  a  width  nowhere  less  than  three  hundred  (300)  feet,  and 
a  depth  of  at  least  eighteen  (18)  feet  below  the  surface  of  ordinary 
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low  water,  has  been  opened  and  now  exists  at  and  entirely  across  the 
said  tidal  bar,  as  provided  for  by  said  contract. 

''  The  opening  of  the  channel  at  Pass  i,  TOutre,  and  the  inspection 
thereof,  as  above,  were  accomplished  on  the  10th  day  of  September, 
1858. 

^'  Hence  the  contract  price,  viz :  $125,000,  stipulated  to  be  paid  for 
the  opening  of  the  channel  is  now  fairly  due,  and  payable  to  the  con- 
tractors or  their  legal  representatives,  on  account  of  the  work  done  by 
them  at  and  near  the  mouth  of  Pass  4  TOutre. 

'^  Hence,  also,  the  first  branch  or  object  of  said  contract,  viz:  the 
opening  of  the  channel^  having  been  accomplished,  inspected,  and  ready 
for  acceptance  on  the  10th  of  September,  1858,  the  second  branch  or 
object  of  the  same  contract,  viz :  the  keeping  open  of  said  channel,  will 
take  effect  and  be  in  force  from  and  after  the  same  date,  viz :  the  10th 
day  of  September,  1858. 

'^  All  neediul  and  proper  details  and  explanations,  not  only  in  refer- 
ence to  Pass  &  rOutre,  but  to  the  Southwest  Pass,  which  I  have 
also  inspected  on  my  late  tour  for  these  purposes,  will  be  exhibited 
as  early  as  practicable  in  a  subsequent  report. 
^'  Respectfully,  sir,  &c., 

*'  S.  H.  LONG, 
^^  Lieut.  Col.  Top.  Engineers. 

'*  Colonel  J.  J.  Abert, 

''  Chief  Top.  Engineers,  Washington,  D.  C." 

The  torpedoes  first  used  were  of  boiler  iron,  heavy,  unwieldy,  and 
in  other  respects  difficult  to  manage.  They  were  sunk  by  the  side  of 
a  guide  pile  driven  vertically  into  the  mud  lump  that  was  to  be  blasted. 
A  perforation  was  made  in  the  same  lump  at  the  side  of  the  driven 
pile,  by  means  of  another  similar  pile^  for  the  reception  of  the  torpedo 
into  the  substance  of  the  lump.  Their  ignition  was  effected  by  means 
of  an  iron  tube  screwed  to  the  torpedo,  and  rising  perpendicularly 
from  the  torpedo  a  little  above  the  surface  of  the  water.  A  hammer, 
consisting  of  a  bar  of  iron  ten  inches  long  and  three-fourths  of  an  inch 
square,  pierced  with  a  key-hole  for  the  reception  of  a  spring  key,  with 
a  bow  or  eyelet  at  the  folded  end,  to  which  a  long  slender  line  wm 
attached,  was  so  adjusted  as  to  pass  freely  down  and  within  the  tube 
on  the  withdrawal  of  the  key  by  means  of  the  line.  When  dropped, 
the  hammer  fell  freely  through  the  tube,  and  its  lower  extremity  hit 
upon  one  or  more  percussion  caps  in  the  upper  end  of  the  torpedo, 
and  the  explosion  instantly  followed. 

Of  this  description  of  torpedo,  five  only  were  blasted,  when  the  tor- 
pedoes of  tin,  and  Mr.  Baker,  their  expert  operator,  were  introduced. 
The  form  and  size  of  these  torpedoes  have  already  been  sufiiciently 
described.  They  were  sunk  and  anchored  at  the  bottom,  wherever 
blasts  were  required,  by  means  of  suitable  weights,  in  the  form  of  small 
bags  filled  with  sand,  attached.  They  were  ignited  by  means  of  long 
flexible  electric  conductors  attached  to  them  prior  to  their  being  sub- 
merged. The  electricity  by  which  they  were  exploded  was  generated 
bjr  means  of  a  small  galvanioYraAitAi^^rnVJciXi^^iit^-^Qven  plates,  six 
and  a  half  inches  square. 
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Operations  witli  the  iron  torpedoes  are  obTionslr  far  more  dangerous 
and  expensive,  and  far  less  expeditions  than  those  with  the  tin  torpe- 
does. The  delays  and  interrnptions  attending  the  former,  especially 
in  stresses  of  weather,  are  far  more  frequent  and  protracted  than  those 
attending  the  latter  in  almost  any  state  of  hit  weather. 

It  is  believed  that  ten  or  twelve  tin  torpedoes  may  be  deposited  and 
exploded  in  the  time  required  to  set  and  explode  a  single  iron  torpedo; 
while  the  effect  produced  by  each  of  the  former  is  quite  as  useful  and 
efiScient  as  that  produced  by  the  latter. 

With  regard  to  the  pile  work  done  at  this  pass,  the  line  of  piles 
has  been  formed  and  extended  downward  from  its  head  about  three 
hundred  yards  below  the  light-house,  through  a  distance  of  thirteen 
hundred  teet.  The  materials  on  hand,  applicable  to  its  further  exten- 
sion, consist  of  fifty  square  piles,  sixty  feet  long  and  about  one  foot 
square ;  thirty  thousand  feet,  board  measure,  of  plank  piles^  battens, 
ribands,  &c.j  and  a  considerable  quantity  of  iron  in  bars,  bolts,  and 
spikes.  The  water  craflt,  pile-drivers,  and  other  appliances  employed 
on  the  work,  remain  as  stated  in  my  inspection  report  of  June  last. 

The  useful  effect  of  this  method  of  improvement,  via:  the  construc- 
tion of  pile  dams,  remains  questionable  The  sedimentary  deposits 
accumulated  in  their  wake  are  very  considerable,  but  their  influence 
upon  the  channel  across  the  bar  is  scarcely,  if  at  all,  perceptible.  At 
any  rate,  it  is  hardly  worthy  of  consideration  in  comparison  with  the 
astonishing  effects  produced  by  the  explosion  of  torpedoes. 

Having  Gompleted  my  exatni  nations  and  inspections  at  Pass  k  T  Ou- 
tre, I  proceeded  to  the  Southwest  Pass  on  the  11th  of  September, 
tor  the  purpose  of  inspecting  the  condition  of  the  channel  across  the 
tidal  bar  at  this  pass,  that  bad  been  opened,  inspected,  and  accepted, 
on  the  2Sth  day  of  May  last. 

A  careful  examination  of  this  pass  bad  been  made  by  Captain  John- 
son on  the  18th,  19th,  20th,  and  21st  of  July  last,  on  which  about 
seven  hundred  random  soundings  were  made  within  and  near  the 
opened  channel,  from  the  can  buoy  downward  to  the  open  Gkilf ;  about 
five  hundred  of  the  soundings  having  been  made  between  the  crest  of 
the  bar  and  the  Oulf.  The  results  showed  that  the  dnannel  had  con- 
tinued open  from  the  date  of  its  final  inspection  in  May  till  the  dates 
in  July,  at  which  his  examinations  were  made.  The  following  ex- 
tract from  the  report  of  Captain  Johnson  will  show  the  condition  and 
capacity  of  the  opened  channel  at  the  time  of  his  examinations : 

<'  New  Oriaans,  July  28,  18&8. 
"Sir  :  *  *  ♦  *  *  Upon  the  15th,  16tb,  17th,  and  18th 
(July)  my  tinve  was  devoted  t^  sounding  out  the  improved  new  chan- 
nel (which,  for  the  sake  of  perspicuity,  I  will  denominate  Kimball's 
channel,)  of  the  Southwest  Pass  and  across  its  tidal  bar,  and  in  the 
course  of  those  above  mentioned  days  made  some  seven  hundred 
random  soundings  within  the  limits  of  the  improved  channel  accepted 
by  you  in  May  last :  finding  on  each  of  those  days,  due  allowance 
being  made  for  tide,  the  depth  varying  from  eighteen  to  twenty-seven 
feet.  The  soundings  made  above  in  the  channeY)  Biao^^  ^V^Vva  1^"^ 
report  ia  deoomioated  '  the  crest  of  the  l^ax^'  vnAica^  ^  ^tai^l  ^^^ 
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Eermaoent  increafle  of  one  foot  or  more  the  whole  way  from  the  can- 
aoy  seaward  to  the  creet. 

"  From  the  crest  to  the  open  water  of  the  Gulf,  within  the  '  mud 
lump  region/  the  channel  maintains  its  depth  and  width  and  direc- 
tion, without  any  perceptible  difference  from  its  condition  on  May  28. 
The  mud  lump  on  the  west  side  of  the  channel,  which  formerly  had  a 
depth  of  six  and  a  half  feet  at  mean  low  water  upon  its  summit, 
eeems  to  be  rising,  as  my  soundings  now  indicate  a  depth  of  only  fi?e 
feet  at  the  same  stage  of  tide.  The  base  of  the  lump  seems,  however, 
not  to  be  extending.  The  eastern  lump  of  the  channel  remains  with- 
out perceptible  change  of  any  kind.  The  topography  of  the  lump 
above  water  remains  the  same  as  at  the  time  of  your  last  inspection. 
Within  the  last  two  months  a  remarkable  change  has  taken  place 
in  the  condition  of  the  old  west  channel,  which  is  shoaled  so  much 
that  now  only  fourteen  feet  of  water  can  be  found  thereon.  Those 
engaged  in  navigation  have  entirely  abandoned  the  use  of  this  old 
outlet,  and  vessels  are  now  passed  entirely  through  the  new  or  Kim- 
ball's  channel. 

^^  The  pile  dam  remains  in  the  same  condition  as  when  inspected  by 
you  in  May. 

*' WM.  JOHNSON,  Supervisor. 
**  Lieut.  Ool.  Long,  United  Staiee  Army." 

The  soundings  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  extract  are  said  to  have 
been  made  at  a  stage  at  least  six  inches  below  mean  tide  or  ordinarf 
low  water. 

My  personal  examinations,  soundings,  &c.,  made  on  the  11th  Sep- 
tember instant,  were  performed  when  the  water  was  at  a  stage  a  little 
above  ordinary  low  water,  and  the  soundings  called  and  recorded  in 
the  subjoined  synopsis,  especially  those  recorded  18  feet,  were  cried 
out  with  the  addition  of  large  or  kalf  to  the  depth  recorded. 

The  soundings  were  made  in  a  double  series  on  the  larboard  and 
starboard  sides  of  the  steamer  Downs,  from  the  can  buoy  to  the  deep 
water  of  the  Gulf,  along  the  southeasterly  side  of  the  new  channel, 
and  back  again  to  the  can  buoy  on  the  northwesterly  side  of  the 
channel. 

Synopttis  of  foundings  cU  the  sides  cf  the  neto  channel  in  Southwest  Pan* 

Outward  (  19,  19,  18, 18, 18, 18, 19, 19, 19, 19,  19,  19, 19, 19, 18, 18. 

trip.  I  19,  18,  18, 18,  18, 19, 18,  19,  19,  19, 18, 19, 18,  19, 19, 19. 
Outward  (  19,  19,  18,  19,  18,  18,  18,  19,  19,  19,  19,  18,  19,  18, 18. 

trip.     I  18,  18,  18,  18,  18,  18,  18,  19,  19,  18,  18,  18,  18,  18,  18. 
Outward  (  18,  18,  18,  19,  18,  18,  18,  18,  18,  18,  18,  19,  19,  21. 

trip.     I  18,  18,  18,  18,  18,  18,  18,  18,  18,  18,  18,  19,  20,  22. 

Return  «  21,  23,  22,  21,  22,  21,  23,  20,  19,  18,  18,  19,  19,  18, 19. 
trip.    I  22,  20,  22,  22,  21,  18,  18,  19,  19,  18,  18,  18,  18,  18,  18. 

Beturn  j  19,  18,  18,  18,  19, 19,  18, 19,  19,  18,  18,  19, 19, 18, 18, 18. 
trip.    119,  IS,  18, 19, 19, 18,\ft,  \%,\%,\^A^A^A^.1S,18J8. 
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Beturn  (  18,18,18, 18, 18, 18, 18, 18, 18, 18, 18, 18, 18, 18, 18, 18, 18, 18. 
trip.    I  18,18,18, 18, 19, 18, 18, 18, 19, 18, 18, 18, 18, 18, 18, 18, 18, 18. 

Beturn  {  18, 18, 18, 18, 19, 19, 18, 19, 19, 19, 18, 19, 19, 19, 19, 20, 20. 
trip.    I  18, 19, 18, 18, 18, 19, 19, 19, 19, 19, 18, 19, 19, 19, 19, 19, 20. 

From  the  soundings  recorded  in  this  synopsis,  and  from  those  taken 
1)7  Captain  Johnson  in  the  month  of  July  last,  as  stated  in  his  report 
before  cited,  it  is  quite  evident  that  the  channel  across  the  tidal  bar 
at  the  Southwest  Pass,  as  opened  and  accepted  on  the  28th  of  May 
last,  has  continued  open  to  the  width  and  depth  required  by  the 
modified  contract  from  the  date  last  mentioned  to  the  date  of  my  late 
inspection  of  said  Southwest  Pass. 

With  respect  to  the  pile  wing  dam  constructed  by  Messrs.  Craig  & 
Rightor  at  this  pass,  its  condition  is  still  similar  to  what  it  was  repre- 
sented to  be  in  my  inspection  report  of  the  3d  of  June  last.  The  only 
change  observed  consists  in  the  enlargement  of  its  breaches,  and  other 
indications  of  its  instability  and  deterioration.  This  structure  has,  no 
doubt,  contributed  in  some  degree  to  the  improvement  of  the  pass,  but 
it  has  never  been  regarded  by  me  as  essential  either  to  the  opening  of 
the  channel  or  to  the  keeping  of  it  open,  and  my  repeated  observa- 
tions have  contributed  to  strengthen  and  confirm  that  opinion. 

I  am  now  satisfied  that  the  blasting  of  torpedoes  at  the  bottom  and 
sides  of  the  channel  across  the  tidal  bars  is  the  surest  and  most 
effectual  means  within  my  knowledge  not  only  of  openiwgr  but  of  keep- 
ing  open  the  channels  both  of  the  Southwest  Pass  and  of  the  Pass 
a  1  Outre  ;  and  whatever  may  be  the  specific  terms  of  the  contracts 
made  for  these  purposes,  I  am  decidedly  of  the  opinion  that  the  actual 
accomplishment  of  the  objects  io  view  by  any  means  whatever  should 
be  regarded  as  the  legitimate  fulfilment  of  the  contracts. 

In  conclusion,  it  is  fair  and  proper  to  remark  that  the  mode  of 
operation  that  has  proved  so  eminently  successful  in  opening  the 
channels  across  the  tidal  bars  has  been  borrowed  from  that  adopted 
bfBfDJamin  Maillefert,  esq.,  in  his  memorable  operations  at  Hurl 
(^ate,  while  engaged  in  blasting  and  removing  submarine  rocks  at 
^hat  once  formidable  pass.  A  device  so  ingenious,  and  at  the  same 
^ni^e  so  magnificent,  is  entitled  not  only  to  respectful  notice,  but  to  a 
S^nerous  reward. 

Respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  H.  LONG, 
LietU.  Ool.  Topographical  Engineers. 
Colonel  J.  J.  Abbrt, 

Chie/  Topographical  Engineers,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Washington,  October  8, 1858. 

Sir  :  Having  completed  the  contract  for  opening  the  Southwest  Pass 
!^^d  Pass  a  TOutre,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi  river,  the  same 
^^^ving  been  duly  accepted  by  the  department,  we  now  ask  an  altera* 
^^f^n  or  modification  of  the  terms  for  keeping  open  said  passes. 
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When  the  coDtracts  were  entered  into  for  ^'opening  and  keeping 
open  the  passes,"  the  Secretary  of  War,  Colonel  Davis,  retained  the 
snm  of  eighty-three  thonsand  dollars  for  keeping  open  these  passes — 
estimating  eight  thousand  per  year  as  sufficient  to  keep  them  open, 
for  four  years,  by  the  operation  of  the  force  of  water,  or  scouring  pro- 
cess, produced  by  the  concentration  of  the  currents  by  the  wing  dams, 
or  jettees,  constructed  for  that  purpose. 

The  contractors,  however,  discovered,  after  nearly  twelve  months 
of  constant  labor  in  constructing  these  wing  dams,  that  the  nature  of 
the  mud  lumps  in  the  channels,  and  the  tenacious  nature  of  the  mad 
forming  the  bars  across  the  channels^  was  sach  that  other  and  very 
expensive  means  had  to  be  resorted  to  in  addition  ;  and  not  until  the 
torpedoes  and  extensive  blastings,  together  with  the  aid  of  large 
scrapers  and  harrows  attached  to  a  powerful  steamboat,  was  put  in 
operation  could  the  successful  opening  of  these  passes  be  properly  ao 
complished ;  and  it  will  now  require  the  continuaoce  of  constant 
blasting,  harrows,  and  scraping,  to  keep  these  channels  open,  the 
compensation  for  which  is  entirely  inadequate,  and  we  ask  the  sum  of 
seventeen  thousand  dollars  per  annum  tor  each  pass  be  allowed  for 
keeping  open,  for  two  years  from  the  date  of  opening  each  pass,  which 
amount  is  scarcely  adequate  to  defray  the  actual  expenses  necessary 
for  that  purpose. 

We  beg  to  refer  you  to  the  Hon.  Jefferson  Davis,  formerly  Secretary 
of  War,  for  his  views  at  the  time  the  contracts  were  entered  into  with 
the  department,  and  particularly  as  to  the  sum  retained  for  keeping 
open  the  channels  referred  to,  as  it  was  confidently  believed  at  the 
time  that  the  scouring  process  promoted  by  the  wing  dams  would  ac- 
complish the  object. 

The  sum  of  seventy-two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  still  remains 
of  the  appropriation  for  opening  and  keeping  open  the  Southwest  Pass 
and  Pass  i  1' Outre. 

Bespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CBAIG  &  RIGHTOR. 
Per  W.  E.  STARKE. 

Hon.  John  B.  Flotd, 

Secrttary  of  War. 


Bureau  of  Topographical  Engineers, 

Waahififfton,  October  9, 1858. 

Sir  :  I  transmit  herewith  for  report  a  letter  from  Messrs.  Craig  & 
Bightor,  asking  a  modification  of  the  conditions  of  their  oontractfl  for 
keeping  open  the  passes  at  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi  river. 

Please  return  the  letter  of.  Messrs.  Craig  &  Bightor  with  your 
report. 

Bespectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  J.  ABERT, 
Golouel  Corps  o/  Tiygoqiraghical  Engineers. 
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Unitkd  Statbs  Topographical  Office, 

8t.  Louis,  October  14,  1858. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  be  in  receipt  of  your  instructions  of  the 
9th  instant,  in  relation  to  an  application  in  behalf  of  Messrs.  Craig 
&  Riehtor,  signed  by  W.  E.  Starke,  soliciting  another  alteration  or 
modification  of  their  contracts  for  the  removal  of  obstractions  from 
the  months  of  the  Sonthwest  Pass  and  Pass  a  TOotre. 

In  reply,  I  beg  leave  to  state,  briefly  and  summarily,  that  I  can  per- 
ceive no  reasonable  grounds  either  for  asking  or  granting  the  indul^ 
gence  solicited  in  the  application.  The  cost  of  keeping  open  the 
channel  has  never  as  yet  been  adequately  tested.  At  the  date  of  my 
late  inspections  on  the  10th  and  11th  of  September  last,  little  or 
nothing  had  been  done  in  the  way  of  keeping  open  either  of  the  chan* 
nels,  and  the  trouble  and  expense  of  doing  so  remain  to  be  shown. 

The  time  occupied  in  opening  the  channel  in  Pass  a  TOutre  to  the 
requisite  width  and  depth,  and  through  a  distance  of  more  than  a 
mile,  was  only  about  one  month.  The  effectual  accomplishment  of 
this  object  in  so  short  a  time,  by  blasting  torpedoes  at  the  bottom  of 
the  channel,  was  truly  astonishing,  and  greatly  exceeded  my  expecta- 
tions. The  keeping  open  of  the  channel  by  the  use  of  similar  means 
and  appliances  is  likely  to  prove  equally  expeditious  and  efficacious ; 
and  I  am  inclined  to  believe  that  by  substituting  a  propeller  of  suitable 
power,  and  with  proper  equipments,  (which  1  have  been  led  to  sup- 
pose will  be  done  by  the  present  manager  of  the  work,)  instead  of  the 
steamer  Downs,  which  is  old  and  nearly  worn  out,  a  single  steamer, 
properly  officered  and  manned,  will  be  sufficient  to  keep  open  the 
channels  of  both  passes  ;  also,  that  the  cost  of  this  operation  in  both 
channels,  with  judicious  and  proper  management,  will  not  exceed 
$16,000  per  year  for  both  channels. 

The  supervision  of  the  works  under  the  contracts  of  Craig  &  Righ- 
tor  is  now  in  charge  of  C.  A.  Fuller,  esq.,  late  United  States  agent 
for  the  improvement  of  Bed  river  at  and  near  the  raft,  whose  ability, 
competency,  and  long  experience  in  public  service,  render  him  emi- 
nently qualified  for  this  duty.  This  officer  will  be  directed  to  attend 
specially  and  personally  on  all  operations  at  the  passes,  and  in  so  far 
as  they  relate  to  the  keeping  open  of  the  channels  thereat ;  and  to 
observe  carefully  all  circumstances  and  occurrences  affecting  the  pro- 
gress and  cost,  as  well  as  the  prompt  and  faithful  fulfilment  of  the 
contract  in  all  respects. 

Should  it  appear  satisfactorily  and  conclusively,  at  the  time  when 
the  first  instalments  become  due  for  keeping  open  the  channels,  that 
the  contractors  are  not  likely  to  be  amply  remunerated  for  their  ser- 
vices, then,  and  not  till  then,  will  be  the  proper  time  for  a  careful 
consideration  of  their  case  in  all  its  bearings,  and  to  afford  such 
measure  of  relief  as  the  exigencies  of  the  case  may  appear  to  require, 
and  then  I  shall  be  able  to  show  more  clearlv  and  conclusively  the 
nature  and  extent  of  the  indulgence  that  ought  in  fairness  to  be  ac- 
corded. 

In  conclusion,  I  take  occasion  to  remark  tViatl\iW^TiQ\.i^V.\i«K^ 
apprised  in  due  form  that  Mr.  Starke  is  the  aoote^tedi  ^\|,^Ti\>  Qi^^»«t^« 
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Craig  &  Rightor,  otherwise  than  hy  the  fact  that  he  appears  to  have 
been  recognized  as  such  by  the  official  reference  of  his  application  to 
me  for  a  report  thereon. 
Respectfully  .submitted. 

S.  H.  LONG, 
Lieuienani  Colonel  Topographical  Engineers. 
Col.  J.  J.  Abert, 

Chief  Topographical  Engineers^  Washingtony  /?.  C. 

P.  S. — The  application  of  Mr.  Starke  is  herewith  retarned,  as  di- 
fee  ted 

8.  H.  LONG,  United  States  Army. 


BuRBAU  OF  Topographical  Enoineers, 

Washington^  October  22,  1858. 

Sir  :  The  letter  of  Messrs.  Craig  &  Rightor  of  the  8th  instant, 
asking  a  modification  of  their  contracts  for  keeping  open  the  passes  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi  river,  having  been  referred  to  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Long,  I  have  now  the  honor  of  submitting  his  report  upon 
the  subject^  and  to  state  that  this  bureau  fully  concurs  in  the  views 
presented  by  him. 

Respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  J.  ABERT, 
Colond  Corps  Topographical  Engineers. 
Hon.  John  B.  Floyd, 

Secretary  of  War. 


United  States  Topographical  Office, 

St.  Louisj  November  10,  1858. 

Sir  :  In  the  performance  of  your  duties  as  supervisor  of  the  works 
remaining  to  be  done  under  the  contracts  of  Messrs.  Craig  &  Rightor, 
for  the  removal  of  obstructions  from  the  mouths  of  the  Southwest  Pass 
and  of  the  Pass  &  TOutre,  at  and  near  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  your  atten- 
tion is  directed  to  the  following  particulars,  viz : 

Ist.  The  opening  of  the  channel  of  the  Southwest  Pass  was  effected, 
inspected,  and  accepted  on  the  28th  day  of  May  last,  from  which  date 
the  keeping  open  of  the  said  channel  is  to  continue  through  a  term  or 
period  of  four  and  a  half  years.  The  course  of  this  channel,  from  its 
head  near  the  can  buoy  to  the  open  Gulf,  is  about  S.  26^  W. 

2d.  The  opening  of  the  channel  of  the  Pass  cL  TOutre  was  effected, 
inspected,  and  accepted  on  the  10th  of  September,  1858,  from  which 
date  the  keeping  open  of  said  channel  is  to  continue  through  a  term 
or  period  of  four  and  a  half  years  also.  The  course  of  this  channel 
from  its  head,  a  little  below  the  lower  point  of  the  middle  ground  on 
which  the  light-house  stands,  to  ihe  o^^u  Gulf^  is  about  S.  85°  E. 

3d.  Prior  to  the  acceptance  ot  t\i^  ^oiV  qI  o^Ts^.\i%>iJciRvOii^Tv\i^V^ 
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both  passes,  suDdrj  extensions  and  modifications,  affecting  certain 
stipulations  of  the  contracts,  had  been  made  and  sanctioned  by  the 
War  Department      The  alterations  were  as  follows : 

4th.  The  time  of  fulfilling  the  contracts  was  extended  from  the  dates 
at  which  they  were  to  have  been  fulfilled  by  contract  stipulation  till 
the  Ist  of  January,  1858. 

6th.  A  second  extension  in  both  cases  was  also  granted  by  the  same 
authority,  by  which  the  fulfilment  of  the  contracts  was  postponed  to 
thelstof  July,  1858. 

6th.  By  the  same  authority,  the  contracts  were  so  modified  that, 
while  the  width  of  the  channels  remained  as  provided  for  in  the  con- 
tracts, their  required  depths  were  reduced  from  twenty  feet,  provided 
for  in  the  contracts,  to  eighteen  feet,  as  required  by  the  modification. 

7th.  In  reference  to  the  Pass  &  TOutre,  still  another  extension  was 
granted,  which  allowed  the  fulfilment  of  this  contract  to  be  postponed 
one  year  longer,  viz:  from  the  Ist  of  July,  1858,  to  the  1st  of  July, 
1869. 

8th.  The  work  now  remaining  to  be  done  relates  to  the.  keeping 
open  of  the  channels  in  straight  directions  in  both  passes,  respectively, 
to  the  width  of  three  hundred  feet,  and  to  the  depth  of  eighteen  feet 
below  ordinary  low  water  in  each  pass.  The  direction  in  the  South- 
west Pass  being  approximately  8.  26°  W.,  or  N.  26°  E.,  and  in  Pass 
Sl  rOutre  approximately  8.  85°  E.  or  N.  85°  W. 

9th.  With  regard  to  the  surface  of  ordinary  low  water,  below  which 
the  channel  depths  are  to  be  measured,  it  is  nearly  or  quite  coincident 
with  the  surface  of  mean  tide  in  calm  weather,  such  being  the  result 
derived  from  a  multiplicity  of  tidal  observations  heretofore  made  for 
the  purpose  of  determining  the  elevation  of  ordinary  low  water. 

10th.  The  channel  depths  must  be  determined  by  means  of  sounding 
leads  with  small  lines  accurately  measured  and  marked,  the  eighteen 
feet  maik  being  a  red  patch  much  larger  than  the  other  marks,  in 
order  to  be  distinctly  visible  to  the  supervi8or.  The  soundings  must 
be  made  by  experienced  leadsmen,  and  due  allowance  made  for  the 
different  stages  of  tide  when  the  soundings  are  made,  the  sounding 
craft  moving  at  a  moderate  speed  through  the  water,  or  floating  with 
the  current. 

11th.  The  width  of  the  channel  may  be  determined  by  anchoring  a 
boat  in  the  middle  of  the  narrowest  part  or  pass,  and  stretching  a 
small  line  300  feet  long  across  the  anchored  boat  to  the  margin  or  sides 
of  the  channel.  If  it  is  found  to  be  300  feet  wide  at  its  narrowest  pass, 
it  is  obvious  that  it  will  have  the  requisite  width  elsewhere. 

12th.  The  means  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  supervision  and  in- 
spection are  apparently  far  too  limited  to  justify  the  employment  of  a 
constant  force  for  these  purposes.  Due  economy  will  require  that  no 
larger  force  than  that  heretofore  employed,  consisting  only  of  two  or 
at  most  three  boatmen  with  skiff,  oars,  and  sail  complete,  should  be 
engaged  in  this  service  and  continued  casually,  and  for  periods  not 
exceeding  a  week  at  a  time,  according  to  the  exigencies  of  the  service 
for  which  their  labors  are  wanted. 

13th.  The  dates  at  which  inspections  are  to  be  made  ei\A  '^e.^xs^s^ 
will  become  due,  agreeably  to  the  contract  iot  ttie  Sox&Vwe'iX.^ejfea^ejt^ 
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as  follows,  viz:  November  28,  1859,  May  28^  1861,  and  November  28, 
1862. 

14th.  In  like  manner  the  dates  at  which  the  inspections  are  to  be 
made  and  pajrmente  will  become  dne,  agreeably  to  the  contract  for 
Pass  k  rOatre,  are  as  follows,  viz:  March  10,  1860,  September  10, 
1861,  and  March  10,  1863. 

15th.  It  is  expected  that  the  inspection  as  above  and  the  decisiooi 
made  thereapon  with  respect  to  the  fulfilment  of  the  contracts  will  be 
passed  and  reported,  with  the  aid  of  the  supervisor,  either  by  the  un- 
dersigned or  by  some  other  officer  duly  appointed  by  the  War  Depart- 
ment for  that  purpose. 

16th.  Whoever  may  represent  the  contractors  in  prosecuting  the 
work  of  their  contracts,  Uraig  &  Bightor  are  still  to  be  regarded  as 
the  legitimate  contractors,  and  will  be  held  responsible  for  the  faithfal 
fulfilment  of  their  contracts  for  the  removal  of  obstructions  from  the 
mouths  of  the  Southwest  Pass  and  Pass  i  I'Outre  till  relieved  by  ade- 
quate instructions  from  the  War  Department. 

17th.  George  Kimball,  es(|.,  late  representative  of  the  contractors 
and  still  continuing  to  serve  m  that  capacity,  has  given  notice  that  be 
will  resume  operations  at  the  passes  at  an  early  date,  for  the  purpose  of 
keeping  open  the  channels  at  both  of  the  passes,  said  operations  having 
been  interrupted  and  for  the  most  part  suspended  during  the  late 

f prevalence  of  the  yellow  fever  at  and  around  New  Orleans,  the  Ba- 
ize, &c.,  &c. 

18th.  On  the  resumption  of  the  work,  it  is  expected  that  the  tow- 
boat  Downs  will  be  asrain  employed  till  a  new  steam  propeller,  better 
adapted  to  the  service,  can  be  obtained.  It  will  be  advisable  that  you 
procure  accommodations  at  your  own  private  cost,  on  one  or  both  of 
these  boats,  on  such  terms  as  may  be  mutually  agreed  upon  by  all  the 
parties  concerned. 

19th.  Copies  of  the  contracts,  the  same  as  delivered  to  you  by 
Oai)tain  Johnson  at  the  time  when  he  was  relieved  by  you  from  his 
duties  as  supervisor,  will  remain  in  your  possession  for  your  informa- 
tion and  guidance  in  all  matters  relating  to  the  supervision  of  the 
work  remaining  to  be  done. 

20th.  Sundry  instructions  heretofore  given  to  Captain  William 
Johnson,  and  relating  to  the  operations  in  fulfilment  of  the  contracts 
of  Craig  &  Rightor,  contain  much  information  on  the  nature  and 
manner  of  supervising  the  work  done  under  the  contracts.  The  in- 
structions alluded  to  are  exhibited  in  a  series  of  papers,  numbered 
from  one  to  twelve,  inclusive,  which  are  herewith  furnished  for  yoor 
information  and  guidance. 

21st.  You  are  desired  to  report  monthly,  on  or  about  the  end  of 
each  month,  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  work  done  under  the  con* 
tracts  towards  the  keeping  open  of  the  channels,  and  the  particular 
benefits,  or  otherwise,  resulting  therefrom  during  the  preceding 
month. 

22d.  You  are,  moreover,  particularly  desired  to  ascertain  as  nearly 
as  practicable  the  monthly  cost  of  all  operations,  means,  appli- 
ances, repairs,  losses,  &o.,  Including  outlays  of  all  sorts  and  descrip- 
tioDs,  with  a  view  to  a  full  andfm  t^m\vxi^x%&Q\i\A>(^^^\L^^ 
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at  the  discretioD  of  the  War  Departmeut,  sufficient  to  indemnify  them 
for  losses  actually  sustained. 

23d.  You  are  desired  to  keep  a  journal  of  all  proceedings  relating 
to  the  work,  so  far  as  they  come  under  your  observation,  and  transfer 
the  same  to  this  office  when  desired. 

24th.  All  accounts  of  expenditures  incurred  under  and  on  account 
of  your  supervision  will  be  rendered  monthly  to  this  office,  and  pay- 
ments will  be  made  therefor  on  the  receipt  of  vouchers  duly  exe- 
cuted. 

25tb.  Your  skill  and  experience  in  works  of  engineering  establish 
the  belief  that  the  progress  of  the  work  now  intrusted  to  your  super- 
vision will  be  carefully  watched  and  faithfully  reported  till  it  shall 
have  been  fully,  finally,  and  faithfully  accomplished. 

26th.  On  or  about  the  16th  instant  you  are  desired  to  take  your 
departure  hence,  and  repair  as  soon  as  practicable  to  the  Gulf  of  Mex- 
ico, and  there  prosecute  the  duties  of  your  supervision  with  all  proper 
diligence  and  economy. 

S.  H.  LONG, 
Lieut.  Ccl.  Top.  Engineers. 


Nbw  Orlbans,  December  22,  1868. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  on  the  pres- 
ent state  of  the  works  for  the  removal  of  obstructions  from  the  mouths 
of  the  Mississippi  at  Southwest  Pass  and  at  Pass  &  T  Outre,  the  con- 
dition of  the  channels  at  the  two  passes,  and  the  steps  taken  by  the 
contractors  towards  the  fulfilment  of  their  obligations  to  keep  open 
ttid  channel  during  the  period  of  four  and  a  half  years  from  the  date 
of  acceptance  of  their  works. 

The  examinations  on  which  this  report  is  based  were  made  princi- 
pally between  the  16th  and  18th  instant,  were  conducted  by  myself  in 
person  with  great  care,  and  with  every  desire  on  my  part  to  do  full 
Jiutice  to  all  parties  concerned. 

Of  the  works y  c£c.,  at  Southwest  Pass. 

Nothing  has  been  done  towards  keeping  open  the  channel  at  this 
pass  since  the  28th  day  of  May  last,  at  which  time  the  work  was  in- 
spected and  accepted.     Since  that  date  a  portion  of  the  pile  dam  near 
its  upper  end  has  been  swept  away,  leaving  a  clear  and  continuous 
breacn  of  about  nine  hundred  feet  in  length.     The  remaining  portion 
of  the  dam,  with  the  exception  of  several  breaches  which  are  not  of 
recent  formation,  appeared  to  stand  well.     In  examining  this  dam  in 
a  light  skiff  I  was  obliged  to  keep  on  its  channel  side,  there  being  but 
a  few  inches  of  water  on  its  easterly  side,  the  sand  being  compact  and 
hard  against  the  dam. 

The  channel  remains  nearly  straight,  and  in  the  same  direction^ 
viz  :  N.  26^  E.,  (about,)  ascending  till  within  two  hundred  yards  of 

H.  Ex.  Doc.  5 7 
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the  can  buoy,  where  it  gradually  trends  to  the  westward,  leaving  the 
can  buoy  about  one  hundred  yards  to  the  eastward.  In  sounding  the 
channel  from  a  yawl,  I  descended  it  rather  to  the  westward  of  its  mid- 
dle, and  in  ascending  I  followed  the  best  water,  which  is  found  as 
above  stated.  Random  soundings  were  taken,  which  satisfied  me 
that  the  depths  obtained  on  ascending  this  channel  were  the  greatest 
that  could  be  found  at  this  pass. 

The  following  are  the  channel  soundings  from  the  spar  buoy  below 
the  bar  to  a  short  distance  above  the  can  buoy,  in  a  direction  about 
N.  26^  E.  till  within  200  yards  of  the  latter  buoy,  where  the  course 
changes  more  to  the  west,  as  above.  They  were  carefully  measured 
with  a  line  made  by  myself,  and  are  correct  for  mean  tide  : 

Soundings  in  feet, 

25,  16,  n*,  18i,  18,  18, 19,  18, 19, 18^,  19, 19, 19J,  18^,  18^,  \% 
15i,  15i,  16|,  n|,  \n\,  18,  17i,  17i  18,  18,  lY},  18^,  ITf,  18,  17i, 
17i,  17,  17,  17,  17i,  16i,  17,  17,  18,  17i,  18,  19,  19,  17^,  17^,  17J, 
Ui,  17,  17i,  17i,  16i,  16i,  16i,  17i,  17,  17,  Hf,  17},  17*,  17,  \% 
17,  17i,  17,  17,  16},  17i,  16},  17,  17i,  17^,  18,  17^,  17},  18,  ITJ, 
17,  174,  18,  18,  18,  19},  18,  18*,  18,  17*,  17*,  18,  18,  18,  18, 18^ 
18, 18,  18,  17*,  17*,  17,  17*,  17,  17,  17},  17*,  17,  17,  17*,  17*,  17i, 


17*,  17*,  17*,  17*,  17*,  17,  17*,  18,  18,  18,  18, 17*,  18,  18*,  18, 18, 
17},  18,  17*,  17*,  18,  17},  18,  18,  18,  17},  17},  17},  18J,  18,  ITJ, 
17},  17},  18,  18,  17},  18,  18*,  17},  17*,  17},  18,  18*,  18,  18},  17i, 


18,  17*,  17},  18,  18,  18,  17,  17*,  17,  17,  17},  17, 16*,  16*,  16*,  15}, 
16},  15},  15*,  16,  16},  16},  16,  15*,  16,  15*,  16,  17,  16*,  16*,  ICJ, 
16,  16,  16,  16,  16,  16*,  16*,  17,  17*,  16},  17*,  18,  18,  17*,  18, 18, 
17*,  17*,  18*,  18,  18,  18*,  (300  feet  west  of  can  buoy,)  18,  18*,  18, 
17*,  17*,  17},  18,  17*,  17,  16,  17,  17*,  17*,  18,18*  18, 18*,  19,181, 
18,  19,  19 — amounting  in  all  to  233  casts  ot  the  lead,  which  maybe 
classified  as  follows : 

Number  of  soundings  of  18  feet  and  upwards .4 88 

Number  of  soundings  of  17  to  18  feet .' 106 

Number  of  soundings  of  16  to  17  feet 31 

Number  of  soundings  of  15  to  16  feet , 8 

Total 233 


Showing  that  nearly  two-thirds  of  the  soundings  gave  less  water 
than  the  contract  depth,  or  eighteen  feet. 

It  is  the  present  intention  of  the  contractors  to  operate  only  with 
torpedoes  at  this  pass,  in  the  hope  that,  after  breaking  up  the  bottom 
with  gunpowder,  the  action  of  the  current  and  the  dragging  over  the 
Dar  of  heavily-laden  vessels  by  the  tow-boats  may  give  the  required 
depth  in  the  channel.  They  have  not  as  yet  commenced  operations, 
but  they  inform  me  they  will  at  once  begin  their  experiments.  The 
Bteamer  purchased  by  them  in  place  of  the  Downs,  which  is  now  un- 
dergoing  repairs  in  the  dock,  m\\  \^o\.  \ifc  ^\xi^«^^  otL^X^a  work  ft^ 
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t.  Their  force  will  consist  of  one  captain,  one  blaster,  (Mr. 
,)  and  five  hands.  A  yawl  and  skiff  will  be  used  in  place  of 
lamer. 

Pass  d  V  Outre. 

this  place  the  soundings  were  made  at  flood  tide,  rather  above 
and  a  fresh  breeze  blowing  from  the  northeast,  which  sent  a 
n  over  the  bar.  After  making  preliminary  examinations  in  a 
ncluding  channel  and  random  soundings,  I  went  on  board  the 
is  Hanger/'  and  sounded  with  starboard  and  port  leads,  from 
te  head  of  pile  dam  down  to  open  Gulf  at  the  spar  buoy;  after 
ng  to,  I  sounded  up  the  channel  to  the  place  of  beginning, 
channel  is  nearly  straight,  ranging  about  S.  85°  E  ,  or  N.  85° 
[  have  selected  the  down  channel  soundings  as  being  the  most 
ble;  they  are  as  follows: 

board.— 20^,  22^,  20J,  19^,  19^,  19,  19J  19,  off  foot  of  dam. 
board.— 20,  21,  21,  20,  20^,  19^,  19,  19,  off  foot  of  dam. 
l)oard.— 18i,  18i,  19,  ISJ,  18,  17^,  Uf,  HJ,  HJ,  17,  17,  16*, 
6i,  16i. 

board.— 19,  19, 19J,  18^,  18,  18^,  18,  17i,  17^,  17,  17,  17,  17, 
6^. 


board.— 16i,  16,  lej,  15^,  16J,  16^,  16^,  16A,  16,  16J,  16. 
■        ■      "1   ".  '1    ■    :    --   --;    "    ],  16f,  16i,  16i,  16. 
board.— 16J,  16,  16J,  15^,  16,  15J,  ISJ,  16^,  16,  15^,  15^,  15^. 


board.— 16i,  16,  16^,  16^,  16,  16^,  16J,  16^,  16^ 

board.- 16J,  16,  16J,  15^,  16,  15J,  ISJ,  16^,  16,  1 

board.— 16i,  15i,  16^,  16,  17,  16,  16,  16,  15^,  16,  15^,  i5J. 

board.— 15J,  15i,  15^,  14^,  14^,  15,  15J,  15,  14^,  15i,  15,  14*. 

board.— 15i,  15^,  16, 14^,  14i,  15^,  15^,  14i,  14},  15, 144, 144. 

board.— 15,  16,  17,  16},  17},  18},  19. 

board.— 15i,  16^,  17,  16},  18,  20,  20. 

board,  total,  65;  starboard,  total,  65;  or,  130  soundings,  which 

B  classified  as  follows: 

Larboard.    Starboard. 

soundings  of  18  feet  and  upward 16  18 

soundings  of  17  to  18  feet 8  8 

soundings  of  16  to  17  feet........ 22  22 

soundings  of  15  to  16  feet 16  11 

soundings  of  14  to  16  feet 4  5 

65  65 


B^ing  that  about  three-fourths  of  the  soundings  gave  less  water 
he  contract  depht  of  18  feet. 

dam  at  this  pass  is  in  very  good  condition,  no  breaches  having 
lade  in  it.  As  far  as  it  goes,  it  appears  to  answer  the  purpose 
lich  it  was  built;  the  river  in  its  immediate  rear,  or  northerly 
>eing  dry  at  low  water.  From  the  foot  of  the  dam  &  &\iQ«i 
Is  about  three-fourths  o(  a  mile  in  an  eaaietVy  dAt^^Wcvti^Vi^^Tv. 
The  coDtractoTB  say  that  it  is  theit  iuteiiWoTL,  ^\v^\iL  >Jtkfti 
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resume  work  here,  to  extend  the  dam  along  the  shoal  to  the  island, 
not  only  for  the  pnrpose  of  diverting  the  water^  hut  also  to  prevent 
the  northerly  winds  from  sweeping  across  this  shoal  and  filling  the 
channel  up  with  sand.  This  pro^bly  might  have  been  the  desired 
effect. 

The  contractors  are  taking  no  steps  towards  the  immediate  resnmp- 
tion  of  work  at  this  pass,  nor  do  they  intend  to  do  so  at  present. 

From  the  above  results  of  my  examinations  it  would  appear  that  at 
this  time  there  is  not  the  depth  of  water  required  by  the  contract  at 
either  of  the  passes,  and  that  prompt  and  vigorous  measures  should 
be  taken  at  once  by  the  contractors,  if  they  intend  to  comply  with 
their  obligation,  to  keep  open  said  passes  during  the  time  required  bj 
the  stipulations  of  the  contract.  There  is  evidently  a  large  amonnt 
of  work  to  be  done  at  both  passes,  and  no  time  should  be  lost  in  com- 
mencing and  prosecuting  it  to  completion. 

BespectfuUy  submitted. 

CHARLES  A.  FULLER, 
Superintendent  Fassesy  Mouths  of  Miaaiasippi. 


New  Orleans,  December  23,  1858. 
Sir:  That  the  contractors  or  their  attorney  in  fact  should  not  plead 
ienorance  of  the  present  condition  of  the  channels  at  the  mouths  of 
the  Mississippi,  although  verbally  notified  of  the  fact  already,  I  hare 
thought  proper  to  address  them  a  communication,  of  which  the  follow- 
ing is  a  copy: 

"  Nbw  Orleans,  December  22, 1868. 

^'  Sir  :  I  take  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  the  present  condition  of 
the  channels  of  the  Southwest  Pass  and  at  Pass  a  T  Outre  as  exhibited  in 
my  late  examination  of  these  passes,  and  to  suggest  the  propriety  of 
prompt  and  vigorous  measures  being  taken  on  your  part  to  insare  the 
depth  of  water  stipulated  to  be  maintained  at  both  these  localities 
during  the  period  of  four  and  a  half  years  from  the  dates  of  inspection 
and  acceptance  of  the  respective  works. 

^'  The  examinations  referred  to  showed  that  at  the  Southwest  Pass 
about  two-thirds  of  the  soundings  gave  less  than  the  contract  depth 
of  18  feet,  and  that  the  minimum  depth  of  water  in  the  channel  was 
15^  feet. 

^^  At  Pass  &  r Outre  about  three-fourths  of  the  soundings  gave  to 
than  18  feet,  and  the  minimum  depth  of  water  in  the  channel  was  1^ 
feet. 

**  Respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

*' CHARLES  A,  FULLER, 
'^  Superintendent  Passes,  Mouths  of  Missisippi  River* 
'^W.E.  Starke,  Esq., 

^^  Attorney  for  Craig  &  RlgUw^  Kcu)  OrUaw^La:' 
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I  am  informed  that  Mr.  Baker,  (the  hlaster,^  with  two  or  three  men 
and  some  gunpowder,  left  here  last  night  m  a  yawl  to  commence 
operations  at  the  Southwest  Pass. 

Bespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  A.  FULLER, 
Superintendent  Faesesy  Mouths  of  Mississippi. 
Lieut.  Colonel  S.  H.  Long, 

U.  8.  Army,  AUon,  Illinois. 


United  Statbs  Topographical  Oppicb, 

Alton,  Illinois,  January  3,  1869. 

Sir  :  I  take  leave  to  inform  the  Topographical  bureau  that  recent 
advices  from  C.  A.  Fuller,  esq.,  supervisor  of  the  work  under  the 
contracts  of  Messrs.  Craig  &  Rigntor,  show  conclusively  that  the  con- 
tractors have  failed  to  keep  open  the  channels  across  the  tidal  bars  at 
the  mouths  of  the  Southwest  Pass  and  Pass  &  T  Outre  according  to  the 
stipulations  of  said  contracts,  from  and  after  the  dates  on  which  the 
said  channels  were  respectively  reported  as  having  been  respectively 
opened  and  ready  for  acceptance,  viz:  from  and  after  the  28th  May 
last  for  the  former,  and  from  and  after  the  10th  Septeml)er  last  for  the 
latter  pass. 

I  herewith  enclose  a  copy  of  a  report  of  the  supervisor,  dated  on  the 
22d  ultimo,  which  contains  all  the  details  of  intelligence  I  now  have 
to  communicate  in  reference  to  the  failure  alluded  to. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  H.  LONG, 
Lieutenant  Gdonel  Topographical  Engineers. 
Colonel  J.  J.  Abbrt, 

Chief  Top.  Engineers,  Washington,  D.  C. 


United  States  Topographical  Offiob, 

AUon,  Illinois,  January  4,  1859. 

Sir:  In  addition  to  the  information  communicated  on  the  3d  instant, 
I  take  leave  to  forward  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  C.  A.  Fuller,  esq., 
supervisor  of  the  operations  at  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi,  to  Wm. 
E.  Starke,  esq.,  attorney  for  Messrs.  Craig  &  Rightor,  showing  the 
condition  of  the  channels  of  the  Southwest  Pass  and  Pass  k  T  Outre  at 
the  date  of  his  recent  examinations. 
The  enclosed  is  a  copy  of  the  letter  alluded  to. 

Respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant^ 

S.  H.  LONG, 
lAeutenard  Colonel  Topographical  Engineers. 
Colonel  J.  J.  Abbrt, 

Chief  Topographical  Engineers,  Washington^  D,  C. 


102  MISSISSIPPI  BIV£R«  ETC. 

Bureau  of  Topographical  Enginsbrs^ 

Washingionj  January  8,  1859. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  herewith,  for  the  information 
and  action  of  the  War  Department,  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  LieuteDant 
Colonel  S.  H.  Long  of  the  3d  instant,  enclosing  a  copy  of  a  report 
from  Charles  A.  Fuller,  esq.,  supervisor  of  the  work  under  the  wo- 
tracts  of  Messrs.  Craig  &  Rightor,  showing  the  failure  of  the  con- 
tractors to  keep  open  the  channels  across  the  tidal  bars  at  the  months 
of  the  Mississippi  river,  as  stipulated  in  their  contracts. 
Kespectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  J.  ABERT, 
Colond  Corps  Topographical  Engineers. 
Hon.  John  B.  Floyd, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Bureau  of  Topographical  Enginsbrs, 

Washington^  January  14,  1859. 

Sir:  In  addition  to  the  information  furnished  by  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Long  in  his  letter  of  the  3d  instant  relative  to  the  failure  of  Messrs. 
Craig  &  Rightor,  contractors  to  keep  open  the  passes  at  the  months 
of  the  Mississippi  river,  as  stipulated  in  their  contracts,  I  have  the 
honor  of  transmitting  herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Long  of  the  4th  instant,  enclosing  a  copy  one  from  C.  A. 
Fuller,  esq.,  supervisor  of  the  work,  to  Mr.  W.  E.  Starke,  attorney 
of  the  contractors,  calling  his  attention  to  the  matter. 
Respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  J.  ABERT, 
Colonel  Corps  Topographical  Engineers. 
Hon.  John  B.  Floyd, 

Secretary  of  War. 


New  Orleans,  January  24, 1869. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  on  the  state 
of  the  works  for  the  improvement  of  the  passes  at  the  mouths  of  the 
Mississippi,  the  present  condition  of  the  channels,  and  of  the  work  done 
by  the  contractors  since  the  date  of  my  last  report,  December  22d 
ultimo. 

My  examination,  on  which  I  base  this  report,  were  made  principally 
between  the  17th  and  22d  instant ;  the  stage  of  water  in  the  river 
at  New  Orleans  during  that  period  being  3^  feet  below  high-water 
mark,  and  at  a  stand. 

0/  the  works f  dc.y  at  Southwest  Pass. 

The  channel  at  this  pass  is  now  in  a  much  worse  condition  than  at 

the  date  of  my  last  inspection,  and,  from  the  concurrent  statements  of 

all  in  the  vicinity,  worse  t\iati  \t  Yvaa  \>^^\i  «iit  fviiY  time  during  the  past 

three  years.    Althougli  at  a  pexioA.  oi  xx^clxiwibXVj  \i\^ ^\^^"^^>(k\fe  \£l^^ 
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being  at  its  fuU^  find  the  tide  rising  2^  feet,  from  two  to  six  ships 
were  constantly  aground  on  the  bar,  while  many  were  waiting  above 
for  the  assistance  ot  the  tow-boats  to  drag  them  through.  One  ship, 
drawing  seventeen  feet  forward  and  eighteen  feet  aft,  was  worked  on 
by  four  powerful  tow-boats  at  a  time  for  several  days — six  hours*  con- 
stant pulling  at  the  best  stage  of  the  tide  only  moving  her  about  a 
length.  The  fesult  of  this  grounding  and  working  of  the  vessels  on 
the  bar  is  to  change  the  course  of  the  channel  at  different  points. 
Near  the  foot  of  the  bar  the  water  is  making  more  to  the  eastward  ; 
the  spar  buoy  placed  upon  what  was  once  the  easterly  margin  of  the 
channel  being  now  in  about  nineteen  feet  water.  The  mud  lumps  or 
middle  ground  to  the  westward  of  this  buoy  have  but  from  three  to 
four  feet  water  upon  them,  thus  dividing  the  water,  and  causing  more 
to  flow  down  the  old  west  channel  which  has  at  present  about  fourteen 
feet  water. 

After  taking  several  lines  of  channel  soundings  in  the  middle  and 
on  each  side  of  the  channel,  and  also  numerous  random  soundings,  I 
could  find  but  14^  feet  water  at  mean  tide,  being  one  foot  less  than 
was  exhibited  one  month  previous.  The  most  favorable  soundings 
were  found  on  a  line  commencing  about  100  yards  westward  of  the 
can  buoy ;  thence  about  S.  10°  W.,  say  250  yards  ;  thence  about  S.  26° 
W.,  (the  old  channel,)  till  near  the  foot  of  the  bar,  when  the  channel 
gradually  wears  more  to  the  eastward,  passing  within  a  boat's  width 
of  the  spar  buoy.  On  this  line  I  made  eighty-eight  soundings,  re- 
sulting as  follows : 

Number  of  soundings  of  18  feet  and  upwards 7 

Number  of  soundings  between  17  and  18  feet ••  23 

Do do do 16  and  17  feet 16 

Do do do 15  and  16  feet 20 

Do do do 14  and  15  feet • 20 

Do do do ISfand  14  feet 2 

Total 88 

The  two  soundings  of  13f  feet  were  fifteen  soundings  apart,  and 
probably  were  on  temporary  lumps  thrown  up  by  the  grounding  of 
vessels. 

The  only  work  done  by  the  contractors  during  the  last  month  con- 
sisted in  blasting  something  less  than  one  hundred  kegs  of  gunpowder, 
without  producing  any  beneficial  result. 

I  have  witnessed  the  operations  several  times,  and  the  only  imme- 
diate result  thereof  has  been  to  make  a  hole  from  three  to  four  feet 
in  depth  and  about  ten  feet  in  diameter.  In  a  day  or  two  these  holes 
disappear,  and  the  water  is  as  shoal  on  the  same  spot  as  it  was  before 
the  operation.  In  my  opinion  no  good  whatever  can  result  from  this 
system  of  blasting  unless  the  operation  is  accompanied  by  raking  and 
scraping  the  bottom. 

The  first  work  done  by  the  contractors  at  this  pass  this  season  was 
commenced  on  the  23d  of  December  last,  and  dwi\ii%  «k  -^^tvi^  <3!v  wi^ 
month,  viz :  to  the  23d  of  January,  tbeir  wYioVe  oi^^x«AAftTi&  '^^t^  ^w^-- 
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fined  to  the  blasting  of  sixteen  canisters  of  powder,  containing  in  all 
ninety-four  kegs. 

Their  force  numbered  nine  personSi  viz :  one  captain,  one  blaster, 
six  men,  and  one  woman,  (cook.)  A  yawl  and  skiff  were  the  odIj 
craft  employed,  their  steamer  being  laid  up  at  Algiers,  opposite  to  New 
Orleans. 

The  estimated  cost  of  these  operations  for  one  month  is  as  follows: 

16  tin  cans,  rigged  complete  with  wire,  &c.,  at  $3 $48  00 

94  kegs  gunpowder,  at  $6 664  00 

Wages,  including  house  rent  for  quarters 435  00 

Subsistence 90  00 

Contingencies,  say ....•      18  00 

Total 1,155  00 


Their  work  is  now  temporarily  suspended  for  want  of  powder,  bat 
they  expect  to  resume  in  a  few  days. 

Mr.  Starke,  the  attorney  for  Craig  &  Rightor,  was  duly  notified  bj 
me  on  the  22d  of  December  of  the  condition  of  the  channels  at  both 
passes,  and  at  the  same  time  '^  the  necessity  of  prompt  and  vi^oroiu 
measures  being  taken  by  him  to  insure  the  depth  of  water  required  to 
be  kept  thereat  by  the  stipulations  of  the  contract"  was  suggested. 
Notwithstanding  his  knowledge  of  these  facts,  no  other  work  than 
that  reported  above  has  been  done  at  this  pass  towards  complying  with 
said  stipulations. 

The  pile  dam  has  two  new  breaches  in  the  lower  part ;  thej  are 
now  small,  but  the  whole  dam  is  becoming  loose  and  unsteady;  the 
spikes  that  fasten  the  string  pieces  are  either  loose  or  have  worked 
out  entirely  ;  and,  unless  repairs  be  soon  made,  these  breaches  will 
rapidly  increase  in  number  and  extent  till  a  few  scattering  piles  will 
alone  remain  to  mark  the  position  of  the  dam  which  was  to  control 
the  course  of  the  "  mighty  river." 

AtPassdrOuire. 

Four  lines  of  channel  soundings  were  taken  by  me  as  well  as  ran* 
dom  soundings.  The  former  were  made  up  stream,  one  on  each  side, 
and  the  latter  about  the  middle  of  the  channel.  The  most  favorable 
line  was  one  of  the  two  last  named,  the  course  being  about  west  bj 
south,  resulting  as  follows : 

Number  of  soundings  of  18  feet  and  upwards ^^ 

Number  of  soundings  from  17    to  18  feet ^ 

Do do 16   to  17  feet H 

Do do 15   to  16  feet.. 10 

Do do 14   to  15  feet ^\ 

Do do ISJto  14  feet ^ 

Total ^ 
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The  shoa^est  water  (13^  feet)  in  this  channel  is  near  its  foot,  and 
not  far  above  the  spar  buoy.  Mere  it  is  qaite  narrow,  the  mud  lumps 
on  the  southerly  side  making  over  towards  the  north.  The  water  also 
shoals  very  rapidly  in  a  north  and  south  direction  or  across  the  chan- 
nel^ passing  from  13^  to  8  feet  in  a  distance  of  twenty  feet.  Blasting 
at  this  point,  in  connexion  with  the  use  of  rakes  and  scrapers,  would 
doubtless  much  improve  this  portion  of  the  channel. 
^  Nothing  whatever  has  been  done  by  the  contractors  at  this  pass 
rince  the  date  of  my  last  report.  The  pile  dam  stands  well,  with  but 
little  appearance  of  instability,  as  at  the  Southwest  Pass. 

On  the  22d  instant  I  addressed  a  communication  to  Mr.  Starke, 
calling  his  attention  to  the  present  condition  of  the  passes,  a  copy 
thereof,  marked  A,  is  herewith  transmitted. 
BespectfoUy,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  A.  FULLER, 
Superintendent  cf  Passes y  Mouth  of  the  Mississippi. 
Lieutenant  Colonel  S.  H.  Long, 

United  States  Armyy  AUon^  lUinois. 


0.  A.  Fuller  to  W.  E.  Starke. 

New  Oblbans,  January  22, 1869. 

Sir  :  It  again  becomes  my  duty  to  suggest  the  necessity  of  prompt 
^od  vigorous  measures  being  taken  to  insure  the  depth  of  water  required 
^  be  kept  by  your  contract  at  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi.  My 
^'ecent  examination  shows  that  at  the  Southwest  Pass  there  is  but  fcur- 
^^n  feet  water,  and  at  Pass  &  T  Outre  but  thirteen  and  a  half  feet,  in- 
stead of  eighteen  feet,  as  required  by  the  stipulations  of  the  contract. 

I  would  also  state  that  the  blasting  performed  by  Mr.  Baker,  during 
^Ix©  past  four  weeks,  has  been  productive  of  no  benefit  whatever  to  the 
^^vigation  of  the  Southwest  Pass. 

An  acknowledgment  of  the  receipt  of  this,  as  well  as  my  former  com- 
munication of  the  22d  ultimo,  will  much  oblige  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  A.  FULLER, 
Superifdendcnt  Passes ^  Mouth  of  Mississippi. 
W.  E.  Starkb,  Esq., 

Attorney  for  Craig  &  Bightor^  New  Orleans. 


Unitbd  States  Topographical  Oppiob, 

AUcm^  lUinois,  February  3,  1869. 

Sir  :  I  take  leave  to  forward  herewith  a  copy  of  a  report  very 
^^cently  received  from  C.  A.  Fuller,  esq.,  supervisor  of  the  works  at 
^\ie  mouth  of  the  Mississippi,  showing  the  condition  of  the  channels  at 
^^j^e  mouths  of  the  Southwest  Pass  and  Pass  &  T  Outre,  on  or  about  the 
"^  2d  ultimo. 

On  comparing  the  condition  of  the  channels  in  both  passes  with,  that 
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represented  in  the  last  previous  report  (December  22)  of  the  same 
officer  on  the  same  subjects,  a  manifest  deterioration  in  the  condition 
of  both  channels  is  quite  apparent.  Hence  the  statement  made  in  my 
last  report  on  this  subject,  viz:  that  the  contractors  have  failed  to  com- 
ply with  the  terms  of  their  contracts^  in  so  far  as  they  relate  to  the 
jceepiog  open  of  the  channels^  has  received  additional  confirmation  of 
great  moment. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

8.  H.  LONG,  LietUenarU  Colmd,  T.  E. 
Colonel  J.  J.  Abbrt, 

Chi^f  of  Topographical  Engineers^  Washington^  D.  C. 


Bureau  of  Topographical  Enginbbrs, 

Washingion,  February  10,  1859. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  herewith,  for  the  information 
of  the  War  Department,  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Lieutenant  Colonel  8. 
H.  Long,  of  the  3d  instant,  enclosing  copy  of  a  report  from  Charles  A. 
Fuller,  esq.,  supervisor  of  the  work  for  deepening  the  channels  at  the 
mouths  of  the  Mississippi  river^  under  the  contracts  of  Messrs.  Craig 
&  Rightor,  showing  the  failure  of  the  contractors  to  keep  the  chan- 
nels open,  as  provided  for  in  their  contracts. 
Respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  J.  ABERT, 
CoUmd  Corps  Topographical  Engineers, 

Hon.  John  B.  Floyd, 

Secretary  of  War. 


[By  Telegraph.] 


Nsw  Orlbans,  Louisiana, 

February  16,  1859. 

Contractors  have  abandoned  work  on  bar  at  Southwest  Pass.  ^^ 
there  money  left  to  be  applied  to  the  work?  If  so,  how  muc^^ 
Can  you  apply  it  to  a  new  contract  so  that  the  fifty  (50)  vessels  rx^^ 
at  the  bar  can  be  released  ? 

H.  SKIPWITH, 
For  Chamber  of  Commerce  • 
Hon.  John  B.  Floyd. 


BURSAU  OP  TOPOQRAPHICAL  ENGINEERS, 

Washington,  February  IT,  1859    ^ 

The  contractors  for  tVie  VmipTovftm^tiV.  «C  t\\ft  navigation  at  W^ 
of  the  Miasiseippi  Yiavvn^^  i^Wedi  Va  ooni^i  ^Vi>^>iXi^\ierai'^     ^ 
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their  contract  to  keep  open  the  ch&nnels,  according  to  your  reports  of 
3d  January  and  3d  instant,  you  will,  with  as  little  delay  as  practi- 
cable, report  as  to  the  application  of  the  balance  of  the  appropriation 
to  the  best  advantage  of  the  navigation  of  the  channels,  and  particu- 
larly that  of  the  Southwest  Pass,  for  the  action  of  the  Secretary  of 
War. 

Respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  J.  ABERT, 
Colonel  Corps  Topographical  Engineers. 
Lieutenant  Colonel  S.  H.  Long, 

Corps  Topographical  Engineers^  AUon^  Illinois. 


BURBAU  OF  TOPOORAPHICAL  EnGINBBRS, 

Washingtony  February  IT,  1859. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  reference  to  this  bureau 
of  a  telegraphic  despatch  from  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  at  New  Or- 
leans to  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  have  to  report  that  there  remains 
in  the  treasury  a  balance  of  $73,500  applicable  to  the  improvement  of 
the  mouths  of  the  Mississippi  river. 

Colonel  Long  has  been  called  upon  to  report  upon  the  best  means  of 
applying  the  above  balance.  In  anticipation  of  a  report  from  him,  it 
is  respectfully  recommended  that  the  contracts  with  Messrs.  Craig  & 
Hightor  for  keeping  open  the  Pass  &  1' Outre  and  Southwest  Pass  be 
annulled^  and  that  Colonel  Long  be  directed  to  apply  that  balance, 
less  the  amount  required  for  contingent  expenses,  to  the  removal  of 
obstructions  at  the  Southwest  Pass  alone  by  contract,  in  view  of  giving 
prompt  relief  to  the  navigation  ot  the  river. 

Respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J  C.  WOODRUFF, 
Capt.  Top'l  Eng'rSy  Ass't  to  Bureau^  in  charge. 
Hon.  John  B.  Floyd, 

Secretary  of  War. 

Indorsement. 

Approved  as  recommended  by  bureau. 

JOHN  B.  FLOYD, 

Secretary  of  War. 
February  17,  1859. 


Bureau  of  Topographical  Engineers, 

Washington^  February  17,  1859. 

Sir  :  The  contractors  for  the  improvement  of  the  navigation  at  the 
Kiouths  of  the  Mississippi  having  failed  to  comply  with  the  terms  of 
t;heir  contract  to  keep  open  the  channels,  accoTdiiiglo'jowtTe^Q.TV'e.^QH.^^ 
January  and  3d  iDBtant,  you  will,  witli  as  \itt\e  flL^to^  «a  Y^^^'Cvrs^^'^ 
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report  aa  to  the  application  of  the  halanoe  of  the  appropriation  to  the 
best  advantage  of  the  navigation  of  the  channels,  and  particularly  that 
of  the  Southwest  Pass  for  the  action  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 
BespectAilly,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J,  J.  ABERT, 
CoUmd  Corps  of  Topographical  Enginem. 
Lieutenant  Colonel  S.  H.  Long, 

Corps  Topographical  Engineers^  JUon^  Illinois. 


[By  Telegraph.] 

Nbw  Oblrans,  February  17, 1869. 

Will  make  eighteen  feet  water,  and  keep  it  one  year,  at  South  Pass, 
for  twenty-five  thousand  dollars.     Will  see  you  ia  ten  days. 

GEORGE  KIMBALL. 
Captain  Woodruff, 

Onited  States  lopographical  Bureau^  Washington. 


[By  Telegraph.] 

BuBBAu  OF  Topographical  Enginbbrs, 

Washington,  February  19, 1869. 

The  Secretary  of  War  has  directed  that  the  balance,  about  seventy 
thousand  dollars,  be  expended  at  the  Southwest  Pass,  by  contract. 

J.  J.  ABERT, 
Colonel  Corps  Topographical  Engineers, 
H.  Skipwith,  Esq.,  New  Orleans. 


HousB  OF  Rbprbsbntatives, 

February  20,  1869. 

Sir  :  Understanding  that  orders  have  been  issued  from  your  depart- 
ment for  the  immediate  application  of  the  ^^unappropriated  balanees'^oQ 
hand  to  the  removal  of  obstructions  at  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi}  ^ 
take  the  liberty  of  suggesting  the  employment  of  the  "  New  Orleans 
Towboat  Association,"  as  the  only  proper  agents  to  effect  the  afore- 
said purpose  at  this  critical  period. 

1  remain,  with  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  EUSTI8. 
Hon  John  B.  Floyd, 

Secretary  of  War. 

I  concur  in  the  above  recommendation,  and  also  suggest  that  I  fti^ 
informed  that  Colonel  Long  is  not  in  New  Orleans,  and  it  may  ^ 
necesBary  to  send  instructions  to  some  other  officer. 


I 
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BUABAU  OF  TOPOGRAPHIOAL  EnGINESBS, 

Washington,  February  22,  1859. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  Lieutenant  Colonel  Long  has 
been  advised  of  the  decision  of  the  Secretary  of  War  to  apply  the 
balance  of  the  appropriation  for  the  improvement  of  the  mouths  of 
the  Mississippi  to  the  removal  of  obstructions  at  the  Southwest  Pass. 
The  law  requires  that  the  work  shall  be  done  by  contract,  for  which 
proposals  will  be  solicited  ;  and  the  law  requires  also  that  the  lowest 
responsible  bidder  be  awarded  the  contract. 
Respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  J.  ABERT, 
Oolond  Corps  of  Topographical  Engineers. 
Hon.  John  B.  Floyd, 

Secretary  of  War. 


War  Department, 
WashinglM^  February  23,  1859. 

Sir  :  In  answer  to  your  letter  of  20th  instant,  respecting  the  removal 
of  obstructions  at  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi,  I  have  the  honor  to 
transmit,  herewith,  a  report  from  the  chief  topographical  engineer, 
which  points  out  the  action  of  the  department  in  the  matter  and  its 
present  condition. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  B.  FLOYD, 

Secretary  of  War. 
Hon.  George  Eusns, 

House  of  Bepreseniaiives. 


New  Orleans,  February  24,  1859. 

Sir  :  I  hereby  withdraw  the  protest  filed  by  me  in  the  office  of  the 
Secretary  of  War  in  June  last,  on  behalf  of  the  sureties  of  Craig  & 
Rightor,  against  any  payments  to  W.  E.  Starke,  or  other  assignees 
of  said  Craig  &  Rightor,  of  the  amounts  due  on  their  contracts  for 
deepening  the  bars  of  the  Mississippi,  and  beg  you  will  acknowledge 
said  withdrawal. 

Tour  obedient  servant^ 

ALEXANDER  WALKER. 
Hon.  John  B.  Floyd^ 

Secretary  of  War. 
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Unttbd  States  Topographical  Office, 

Alton,  lUtnois,  February  25,  1859. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  be  in  receipt  of  your  instructions  of  tbe 
17th  instant,  requiring  a  ^^  report  as  to  the  application  of  the  balance 
of  the  appropriation  for  the  removal  of  obstructions  from  the  moaths 
of  the  Mississippi"  to  the  best  advantage  of  the  navigation  of  the 
channels,  and  particularly  that  of  the  Southwest  Pass. 

The  amount  originally  appropriated  in  July,  1856,  was  $330,000; 
of  this  amount  provision  was  made  in  the  contracts  of  Messrs.  Craig 
&  Rightor  for  the  expenditure  of  $322,000,  a  reservation  of  $8,000 
having  been  made  probably  for  the  purpose  of  defraying  the  expcDses 
of  inspection,  supervision,  and  other  incidental  services  relating  to 
the  object  of  the  appropriation. 

The  contracts  contemplated  two  distinct  objects,  viz:  first,  the 
opening  of  straight  channels,  300  feet  wide  and  18  feet  deep,  entirely 
across  the  tidal  bar  ;  and  second,  the  keeping  open  of  the  said  channels 
during  a  period  of  4^  years  when  opened.  The  object  first  mentioned 
has  been  accomplished,  and  payment  has  been  made  therefor  to  the 
amount  of  $250,000.  The  second  object  remains  to  be  accomplished, 
and  no  payment  has  been  made  on  account  thereof.  The  amount 
pledged  by  the  stipulations  of  the  contracts  for  the  accomplishment 
of  both  objects  is  $322,000,  as  before  stated.  The  amount  stipulated 
ior  the  accomplishment  of  the  second  object  was  $72^000.  Accordingly, 
the  contractors  having  failed  to  comply  with  their  contract  stipulations 
in  relation  to  the  second  object,  the  balance  remaining  for  expenditare 
under  new  arrangements  is  the  amount  last  mentioned,  viz  :  $72,000. 

The  manner  of  applying  this  balance  to  the  best  advantage  now 
claims  attention;  and  in  treating  of  this  question  I  take  leave  to  pre- 
mise, with  my  unhesitating  concurrence  in  the  opinion  intimated  in 
the  instructions,  that  the  entire  balance  should  be  applied  exclusively 
to  the  improvement  of  the  Southwest  Pass.  My  opinion  in  this  case 
is  based  on  the  knowledge  and  belief  that  the  Southwest  Pass  is  the 
main  thoroughfare  for  the  trade  between  the  Mississippi  and  the 
Gulf;  that  more  than  nine-tenths  of  the  vessels  employed  in  this  trade 
have  passsd  for  the  last  two  years,  and  still  continue  to  pass,  through 
the  Southwest  Pass;  that  the  opening  and  keeping  open  a  navigable 
channel  through  this  pass  will  prove  more  practicable  and  less  ex- 
pensive than  the  accomplishment  of  similar  results  in  Pass  &  T  Outre; 
that  most  of  the  tow-boats  have  their  regular  stations^  supplies  of 
fuel,  &c.,  in  the  Southwest  Pass;  that  the  same  is  also  true  with 
respect  to  the  residences  of  most  of  the  branch  pilots;  and,  finally, 
that  the  interests  of  commerce  generally  are  more  likely  to  be  sab- 
served  and  promoted  by  eflforts  to  improve  the  Southwest  Pass  than 
by  similar  efforts  to  improve  the  Pass  4  T  Outre. 

With  regard  to  the  means  and  appliances  believed  to  be  most  suit- 
able, useful,  and  effectual  in  improving  the  channel  of  the  Southwest 
Pass,  they  should  consist  of  a  powerful  steamer,  worked  either  by  side- 
wheels  or  by  a  propeller  at  the  stern. 

Tbe  steamer  should  be  {\iTti\a\ieA.  a\.  \\a  \>o^^  '«\t\i  wvltable  scrapers 
applied  in  advance  of  its  aleni  ^ay  mfioii^  ^S.  w>X.  Tv%%«t^^  ^^ttv^^^ 
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chains,  spars,  and  other  parts,  tackle,  &c.,  in  such  a  manner  that 
they  raay  be  made  to  operate  properly  on  the  bottom  of  the  river  when 
actually  employed  in  the  work  of  dredging,  or  be  lifted  above  the 
surface  of  the  water  when  otherwise  employed. 

The  work  of  dredging  may  no  doubt  be  carried  on  more  effectually 
and  expeditiously  by  keeping  the  bows  of  the  boat  up  stream,  drop- 
ping the  scrapers  to  the  bottom  at  points  where  dredging  is  required, 
and  while  the  boat  is  at  rest  or  nearly  so;  then  backing  downwards 
in  the  direction  of  the  current,  with  the  scrapers  dragging  on  the 
bottom  in  the  wake  of  the  backing  boat  till  they  arrive  at  the  lower 
end  or  side  of  the  shoal. 

The  drag,  as  above,  having  been  completed,  the  scrapers  should  be 
lifted  above  the  surface  of  the  water,  the  engines  reversed,  the  boat 
made  to  ascend  to  another  suitable  point  for  beginning  a  new  drag, 
and  the  operation  repeated  again  as  before.  This  mode  of  operation 
should  be  continued  till  the  channel  is  dredged  to  the  requisite  depth 
in  all  parts  of  its  bed. 

In  connexion  with  the  dredging,  as  above,  or  rather  in  advance  of 
it,  the  blasting  of  torpedoes  should  be  introduced  wherever  a  mud 
lump  or  indurated  bar  in  the  way  of  navigation  is  found  to  exist  at 
the  bottom  of  the  channel. 

The  combined  operations  of  blasting  and  scraping  will  unquestion- 
ably tend  to  the  reduction  of  the  mud  lumps,  the  breaking  up  of  the 
indurated  channel  beds,  and  the  conversion  of  the  stubborn  and  un- 
yielding materials  of  which  they  are  composed  into  a  plastic  or  semi- 
fluid consistency,  subject  to  being  conveyed  towards  and  into  the  Gulf 
by  the  water  currents  of  the  river. 

Experience  has  shown  that  large  portions  of  the  mud  lumps  or  in- 
durated beds  at  the  bottom  of  the  channel,  when  once  separated  by 
the  scoop  dredge  from  the  mass  with  which  they  were  previously  con- 
nected and  exposed  to  the  action  of  fresh  water  currents,  soon  waste 
away  and  are  converted  into  a  soft  yielding  mud,  subject  not  only  to 
reduction,  but  to  displacement  by  water  currents. 

Experience  has  also  shown  that  perseverance  in  the  use  of  the  means 
that  have  been  successfully  employed  in  opening  a  channel  is  the 
surest  guarantee  for  keeping  it  open.  Hence  the  propriety  and  neces- 
sity of  annual  appropriations  for  the  removal  of  the  obstructions,  and 
ceaseless  efforts  in  the  use  of  all  the  means  and  appliances  provided 
ior  this  object. 

In  case  such  a  plan  of  operations  could  be  surely  anticipated,  I  am 
decidedly  of  the  opinion  that  the  best  disposition  that  could  be  made 
of  the  balance  remaining  and  applicable  to  the  further  prosecution  of 
the  object  of  the  appropriation  would  be  the  investment  of  a  large 
portion  of  it  in  the  construction  and  equipment  of  a  proper  dredge-  . 
boat,  furnished  with  all  such  machinery  and  apparatus  as  are  best 
adapted  to  the  efficient  management  and  use  of  the  whole.  This 
might  be  accomplished,  probably,  at  a  cost  of  about  half  of  the 
balance,  or  about  $36,000. 

The  management  and  command  of  the  boat,  &c,,  should  be  confided 
to  a  skilful  seaman,  distinguished  for  his  integrity  ^  ^iL^^tv^ii^^^  ^^\v^  ^ 
and  competency  in  all  other  respects.     He  aYvou\^  \i^  i\x\\5A!^^^NRV0eL 
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the  requisite  sabordinate  o£Bcer8^  consisting  of  a  mate,  pilot,  two 
steam  engineers,  &c.,  and  with  a  crew  of  some  eight  or  ten  expe- 
rienced boat  hands,  together  with  a  steward,  cook,  watchman,  &c. 

The  cost  of  working  the  boat,  machinery,  &c.,  may  be  assumed  at 
$100  per  day,  fuel  and  provisions  and  all  other  expenses,  except  the 
outlays  for  powder  canisters,  &c.,  required  for  blasting,  being  in- 
cluded. Hence  the  remaining  moiety  of  the  balance,  viz:  $36,000, 
will  probably  be  sufficient  to  keep  the  specified  craft  and  apparatus 
in  employ  during  a  period  of  about  obe  year  from  the  completion  of 
the  entire  outfit  contemplated  as  above 

But  in  case  the  further  prosecution  of  the  work  provided  for  by 
the  appropriation  must  be  done  by  contract,  prompt  notice,  calling 
for  sealed  proposals  from  individuals  or  companies  disposed  to  carry 
on  the  improvement  in  terms  similar  to  those  of  the  forfeited  con- 
tracts, should  be  publicly  given.  The  proposals  should  designate  the 
time  when  the  work  shall  be  commenced;  the  period  during  which  the 
channel  shall  be  opened,  and  kept  open  to  the  requisite  width  and 
depth;  the  channel  to  be  openea  entirely  across  the  tidal  bar,  in  a 
direction  downwards,  about  south  25^  west,  to  the  open  Gulf;  the 
compensation  for  the  whole  being  limited  to  $70^000;  and  no  payments 
therefor  to  be  made  till  the  end  of  the  period  within  which  the 
work  is  to  be  done;  after  which  the  work  shall  be  duly  inspected  and 
accepted  by  one  or  more  officers  appointed  for  that  purpose  by  the 
Secretary  of  War,  and  on  the  approval  of  the  acceptance  by  said 
Secretary,  payment  in  full  shall  be  made  therefor  to  an  amount  not 
exceeding  |70,000. 

In  either  of  the  cases  above  considered,  the  work  of  opening  the 
channel  should  be  prosecuted  under  the  immediate  supervision  and 
direction  of  an  experienced  supervisor  and  engineer  competent  in  all 
respects  to  point  out  the  shoals  or  bars  at  which  blasting  or  dredging, 
or  both,  should  be  applied;  to  direct  the  course  of  the  channel;  to 
determine  its  width  and  depth  according  to  the  terms  of  the  new  con- 
tract; and  especially  at  the  expiration  of  the  contract  period  to  make 
the  requisite  soundings  and  other  measurements  and  oDservations  for 
determining  whether  the  terms  of  the  new  contract  have  been  faith- 
fully complied  with. 

In  regard  to  the  employment  of  a  competent  supervisor,  I  take 
leave  to  recommend  the  continuance  of  C.  A.  Fuller,  esq.,  who  has 
already  rendered  satisfactory  service  in  that  capacity,  and  is  well 
qualified  to  perform  the  various  duties  appertaining  to  such  an 
appointment. 

Among  the  various  considerations  that  have  been  kept  in  view  in 
the  foregoing  discussion  are  the  following,  which  relate  more  particu- 
larly to  the  position  and  nature  of  the  obstructions  to  be  removed, 
and  to  the  plan  or  method  proposed  in  order  to  effect  their  removal : 

1st.  The  most  formidable  mud  lumps  in  the  way  of  ship  navigation, 
as  remarked  in  my  former  reports,  are  presented  at  the  crest  of  the 
tidal  bar,  which  is  indicated  by  a  manifest  change  of  the  surface  level 
and  accelerated  currents  of  water,  particularly  in  ordinary  stages  of 
low  tides. 

2d.  In  advance  of  the  crest,  ox  \>ft\.^wDL\V.  %sA  VJaa  ^^tl  Gulf,  new 
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lumps  are  formed  more  or  less  frequently  by  depositions  of  impalpable 
alluvion  constantly  brought  down  by  the  river  till  at  length  they  form 
a  new  crest  in  advance  of  the  former. 

3d.  The  indurating  process  that  takes  place  in  the  fresh  water  allu- 
vion deposited  by  the  river  is  no  doubt  occasioned  in  part  by  the 
mechanical  agency  of  the  Gulf  billows  and  in  part  by  tne  chemical 
agency  of  the  Gulf  brine^  the  combined  action  of  both  producing  a 
crust  or  stratum  of  greater  or  less  thickness  or  depth,  and  impervious 
both  to  water  and  gases. 

4th.  The  upheaval  of  the  lumps  is  no  doubt  occasioned  by  the 
decomposition  of  vegetable  matter  deposited  beneath  the  crust  and  the 
gases  produced  thereby.  These  acting  by  their  expansive  force  under 
the  thinner  and  weaker  portions  of  the  crust  cause  the  formation  of 
the  mud  lumps,  which  are  of  various  forms  and  dimensions,  some 
rising  to  the  surface  of  the  water,  and  others  ten  or  twelve  feet  above 
it.  Thus  the  tidal  bar  is  continually  advancing  gulfwards  whenever 
the  turbid  waters  of  the  Mississippi  cross  it. 

5th.  Within  a  few  hundred  feet  from  the  crest,  especially  where 
the  principal  channels  cross  it,  the  water  of  the  Gulf  rapidly  becomes 
deeper^  and  presents  soundings  varying  from  twenty  to  fifty  feet. 

6th.  In  rear  of  the  crest  and  above  it,  especially  in  the  more 
capacious  channels  through  which  the  river  flows,  the  bed  of  the 
water  way  pursued  by  the  fresh  water  currents  spreads  into  a  sort  of 
submarine  plateau,  here  and  there  variegated  with  mud  lumps  more 
or  less  reduced  by  the  dissolving  and  abrading  influences  of  the  fresh 
water. 

7th.  As  we  ascend  higher  up  the  passes,  and  further  from  the  crest 
of  the  bar,  the  channels  gradually  become  deeper  and  broader,  till  at 
length,  at  the  distance  of  some  eight  or  ten  miles  above  the  tidal  bar, 
they  attain  a  depth  of  fifty  to  one  hundred  feet ;  and  as  we  ascend 
still  higher  to  the  head  of  the  passes,  and  thence  more  than  one 
hundred  miles  further  up  the  main  river,  the  depth  of  the  main 
channel  increases  to  the  enormous  depth  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet 
or  more  in  many  places. 

8th.  The  regimen  or  process  by  which  this  anomalous  state  of  things 
is  brought  about  is  yet  problematical.  I  conceive  it  to  be  as  follows: 
1st.  The  fine  silt  deposited  at  the  margin  of  the  Gulf  becomes  indurated 
in  the  manner  intimated  in  the  third  of  the  foregoing  items;  2d.  The 
induration  continues  and  increases  in  depth  so  long  as  the  silt  is  ex- 
posed to  the  action  of  salt  water;  3d.  Whenever  the  fresh  currents 
prevail  to  such  an  extent  as  to  exclude  the  indurated  silt  from  a  contact 
with  the  salt  water,  the  former  act  as  a  gradual  solvent  on  the  crust 
and  deprive  it  of  the  saline  matter  t.iat  previously  entered  into  its 
composition;  4th.  Thus  deprived  of  its  indurating  properties,  the  silt 
again  becomes  disengaged  from  the  crust  and  is  again  wafted  towards 
the  Gulf,  where  it  again  contributes  to  the  extension  of  the  bar 
laterally  into  the  Gulf,  and  to  the  formation  of  a  new  crust. 

9th.  The  process  of  rupturing  and  reducing  the  mud  lumps  by 
blasting,  and  of  keeping  the  surface  of  the  channel  bed  in  a  plastic 
or  yielding  condition  by  the  use  of  scrapers  or  Yv^^xxoTift,  %a  V^T^^v^tot^ 
proposed  in  tbia  report,  will  undoubtedly  ena\)\Q  t\i^  Ni«Aifet  c,wt\^^\A  \Rk 
H.  Ex.  Doc.  5 8 
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remove  the  silt  more  readily  and  more  rapidly  towards  the  Golf,  while 
at  the  same  time  it  will  tend  to  enlarge  the  capacity  of  the  channel 
and  increase  the  rapidity  of  the  currents. 

The  spring  freshets  of  the  lower  Mississippi,  which  usually  prevail 
from  an  early  date  in  March  to  the  latter  part  of  July,  and  sometimes 
later,  afford  the  most  favorable  opportunities  for  successful  operations 
on  the  tidal  bar.  During  these  floods  the  fresh  water  volumes  driven 
across  the  tidal  bar  are  rendered  far  more  copious  and  the  currents 
far  more  rapid  than  in  lower  stages  of  the  river.  In  consequence,  the 
abrading  and  dissolving  energies  of  the  fresh  water  currents  are 
greatly  increased.  The  magnitude  and  force  of  the  volumes  being 
thus  augmented,  they  drive  back  the  salt  water  of  the  Gulf,  and  come 
into  contact  with  it  at  or  near  the  crest  of  the  tidal  bar. 

During  the  lower  stages  of  the  river,  especially  in  flood  tides,  a 
reversed  under  tow  of  salt  water  from  the  Gulf  is  said  to  take  place, 
by  which  the  Gulf  brine  is  brought  into  contact  with  the  channel 
beds  at  points  far  more  remote  from  the  margin  of  the  Gulf  than  in 
the  highest  stages,  and  by  which  the  depositions  of  silt  in  the  chan- 
nels are  rendered  more  abundant  and  permanent. 

In  conclubion,  it  is  pertinent  to  remark  that  the  more  capacious  the 
channel  opened  and  Kept  open,  the  more  copious  will  be  the  fresh 
water  volumes  flowing  through  it,  the  more  rapid  the  currents  of  the 
flow,  and  the  more  abundant  the  scouring  or  washings  away  of  the 
movable  silt  from  the  bottom  and  sides  of  the  channel. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

8.  H.  LONG, 
Lieut.  Col.  Topographical  Engineers. 

Col.  J.  J.  Abbbt, 

Chief  Top.  Engs.^  Washington^  D.  C. 

P.  S  — In  accordance  with  information  from  the  Topographical 
bureau,  dated  on  the  19th  instant,  the  unexpended  balance  of  the 
appropriation  for  the  removal  of  obstructions  irom  the  mouth  of  the 
MiiFsissippi  is  173,600 ;  according  to  the  limit  affixed  to  the  compen- 
sation in  the  foregoing  report,  viz :  $70,000,  will  leave  $3,500  for  the 
liquidation  of  accounts,  for  inspections,  supervision,  transportation, 
and  other  incidental  expenses. 

8.  H.  LONG,  U.  S.  A. 


Washington,  February  25, 1859. 

Sir:  I  beg  leave  to  ask  if  there  is  any  portion  of  the  sum  of  money 
appropriated  for  deepening  the  channels  of  the  mouths  of  ttie 
Mississippi  river  still  unexpended  ;  and  if  so,  how  much? 

I  am  informed,  from  Louisiana,  that  the  operations  carried  on 
under  the  direction  of  the  War  Depart  ment  with  a  view  to  deepening 
the  channels  of  the  Southwest  Pass  and  the  Pass  &  1' Outre,  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Mississippi  river,  have  had  the  effect  of  greatly 
dimiDiBbiug  their  depth,  and  tVvat,  m  QQ\i%^<vienoe,  they  are  nowii&| 
passable  at  ordinary  stages  ot  ^aX^x  \>^  n^i»^^  qH  ^  ^lxwscs^'Cw^x*^^*!'^ 
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times  before  passed  in  and  out  without  hindrance  or  difficulty.  This 
fact  has  given  rise  to  great  disquietude  in  the  public  mind  in  the  city 
of  New  Orleans^  because  of  the  serious  mischiefs  which  it  occasions 
to  the  trade  of  the  city  at  this  time,  and  which  it  is  likely  to  entail 
upon  it  in  the  future;  and  I  therefore  desire  an  early  answer  to  my 
inquiry,  with  a  view  to  attempting  some  action  on  the  subject  in  the 
House. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  much  respect, 

MILES  TATLOB. 
Hon.  John  B.  Floyd, 

Secretary  of  War. 


War  Dbpartbient, 
February  28,  1859. 
Sib:  In  reply  to  your  inquiries  of  the  20th  instant,  I  have  the 
honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  report  from  the  officer  in  charge  of  the 
Topographical  bureau,  which  contains  all  the  information  desired 
respecting  the  state  of  the  appropriation  for  deepening  the  channels 
of  the  mouths  of  the  Mississippi,  and  the  progress  of  the  work. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  B.  FLOYD, 

Secretary  of  War. 
Hon.  MiLBS  Tatlob, 

House  of  Represemtativea. 


BUBBAU  OF  TOPOQRAPHICAL  ENGINEERS, 

WaahingUmj  February  26,  1859. 

Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  your  direction  to  report  upon 
the  letter  of  the  Hon.  M.  Taylor,  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  of 
the  25th  instant. 

The  unexpended  balance  of  the  appropriation  is  $71,500. 

I  beg  leave  to  state  that  Lieutenant  Colonel  Long,  on  his  personal 
examination  of  the  Southwest  Pass,  under  date  of  29th  May,  1868, 
reported  a  depth  of  not  less  than  18  feet  over  the  entire  bar,  and  with 
^  width  of  300  feet.  On  the  3d  of  January,  1859,  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Xong  reported  a  depth  of  15^  feet  on  the  bar,  and  on  the  3d  of 
February  1859,  he  reported  a  depth  of  14^  feet. 

From  the  examinations  of  the  bar  upon  which  these  reports  were 
liased,  it  appears  that  the  accumulation  is  very  rapid ;  that  in  one 
xnonth  the  accumulation  amounted  to  one  foot.  Hence  it  is  manifest 
^hat  the  constant  use  of  the  dredge  will  alone  secure  a  proper  deptb 
of  water  over  the  bar. 

Respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  WOODRUFF, 
Oapt.  Top.  Eng's,  Assistant  to  ^ureau^  va  cKaT^«« 

Hon.  John  B.  Floyd, 

Secretary  of  War. 
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New  York,  March  1, 1869. 
Sib  :  The  undersigned  merchants  of  this  city,  and  largely  engaged 
in  commerce,  have  learned  that  a  committee  of  the  New  Orleans 
Chamber  of  Commerce  are  now  at  Washington  urging  the  action  of 
Congress  to  relieve  the  obstructions  which  now  exist  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Mississippi  river,  and  beg  most  respectfully  to  ask  your  attention 
to  this  important  subject,  and  to  request  your  prompt  aid  to  accom- 
plish the  desired  relief. 

We  are  informed  that  the  underwriters  have  sent  an  agent  to  act 
with  the  gentlemen  from  New  Orleans,  who  will  fully  present  this 
important  subject  for  your  consideration. 

With  great  respect,  we  have  the  honor  to  be  your  most  obedient 
servants 

WM.  NELSON  &  SONS. 

WM.  D.  TROOT. 

SLATE  &  CO. 

JOHN  A.  McGAW. 

C.  H.  PARSONS  &  CO. 

J.  ATKINS  &  CO. 

HENRY  D.  BROOKMAN  &  CO. 

ROBT.  T.  TAYLOR. 

ROBSON  &  FOSDICK. 

JAS.  RDFDS  SMITH. 

NESMITH  &  SON. 
The  Prbsidknt  of  the  United  States. 


New  Yokk,  March  1, 1859. 
Sir  :  The  hoard  of  underwriters  of  this  city  are  in  receipt  of  a  com- 
munication from  the  board  of  underwriters  of  New  Orleans,  advising 
that  a  committee  from  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  latter  citf 
will  visit  Washington  for  the  purpose  of  representing  to  the  gorern- 
ment  the  immediate  and  urgent  necessity  of  taking  prompt  measures 
to  remove  the  obstructions  now  existing  at  the  mouth  of  the  Missis- 
sippi river,  and  requesting  our  aid  and  co-operation. 

With  this  view  the  undersigned,  marine  underwriters  of  thiscitj, 
have  requested  Captain  Alex.  Y.  Fraser  to  repair  to  Washington  for 
the  purpose  of  uniting  with  the  committee  of  gentlemen  before  referred 
to. 

Captain  Fraser  is  entirely  familiar  with  the  subject,  and  enjojiDg 
our  fullest  confidence;  the  object  of  this  letter  is  to  accredit  him  to  tbe 
President. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servsnto; 
THE  UNION  MUTUAL  INSURANCE  CO., 
By  F.  8.  LATHROP,  President. 

THE  MERCANTILE  MUTUAL  INSURANCE  CO., 
By  E.  WOOD  WALTON,  President. 

THE  :SE^  TOIX.  U\i'TOk\A  INSURANCE  CO., 
By  T.  B.  SA.TT^^TTa:^  kY^^,  PT«w.d««a. 
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GREAT  WESTERN  INSURANCE  CO., 
By  JOHN  A.  PARKER,  President. 

ORIENTAL  MUTUAL  INSURANCE  CO., 
By  ALFRED  OGDEN,  President. 

THE  PACIFIC  MUTUAL  INSURANCE  CO., 
By  ALFRED  EDWARDS,  President. 

COLUMBIAN  INSURANCE  CO., 
By  THOMAS  LORD,  President. 

COMMERCIAL  MUTUAL  INSURANCE  CO  , 
By  DAN'L  DRAKE  SMITH,  President. 

The  Prksidknt  op  the  United  States. 


Washington  City,  D.  C,  March  2,  1859. 
Sir  :  The  undersigned  committee,  appointed  by  the  New  Orleans 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  ratified  by  the  city  authorities  and  board 
^f  underwriters,  for  the  purposes  set  forth  in  the  enclosed  resolutions, 
respectfully  represent  that  having  been  informed  that  an  unexpended 
balance  of  $71,500  of  the  appropriation  for  opening  the  passes  at  the 
moutb  of  the  Mississippi  river  by  contract  now  lies  at  the  disposal  of 
the  War  Department,  are  desirous  of  having  some  action  taken  by 
Congress,  so  as  to  remove  the  delays  necessarily  arising  in  performing 
this  work  by  contract,  and  that  you  may  be  enabled  to  place  the  said 
8um  at  the  direct  disposal  of  the  body  we  reprefent,  that  prompt 
and  immediate  relief  may  be  had  without  the  formalities  now  required 
under  the  original  law  ;  and  we  respectfully  request  that  you  will 
forward  a  communication  to  Congress  on  this  subject  in  the  furtherance 
of  the  objects  of  our  mission. 

We  are,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  A.  FOSDICK, 
THOS.  L.  WIBRAY, 
J.  K.  DUNCAN, 
Committee  on  behalf  of  the  New  Orleans  Chamber  of 
Commerce^  Board  of  Undermriters^  and  City  of  New  Orleans. 

Hon.  John  B.  Floyd, 

Secretary  of  War^  Washington  Oity^  D.  0. 


War  Department,  March  2,  1859. 

Gentlemen  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  this  date, 
Tequesting  that  I  recommend  to  Congress  the  passage  of  an  act  placing 
«t  the  disposal  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  New  Orleans  the 
l)alance  of  the  appropriation  for  opening  the  passes  of  the  Mississippi 
liver  ;  and,  in  reply,  have  to  say  that  I  .have  no  ob^^dloTi  \a  Niva  ^^a« 
eAge  of  Buch  an  act  by  Congress,  but  I  do  not  fee\  «A.  YCcwt^*^  \.^  yoNkv.- 
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fere  in  the  matter,  and  therefore  mnst  decline  to  make  the  recommen- 
dation you  desire. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  B.  FLOYD, 

Secretary  of  War. 
Messrs.  Geo.  A.  Fosdick, 

Thomas  L.  Wibbay, 
J.  K.  Duncan, 

Committeey  dtc^  Washington  Gify. 


BuRBAU  OF  Topographical  Engineers, 

Washington,  March  2,  1859. 

8iR :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  your  direction  to  report  npon 
the  letter  of  the  committee  on  behalf  of  the  New  Orleans  Chamber  of 
C!ommerce  of  this  date,  requesting  the  Secretary  of  War  to  recommend 
to  Congress  that  the  balance  of  the  appropriation  for  opening  Uie 
passes  of  the  Mississippi  river  may  be  transferred  to  that  body. 

The  act  of  appropriation  requires  that  the  work  shall  be  done  by 
contract,  under  the  airection  of  the  Secretary  of  War  ;  and  this  again 
requires  the  formality  of  soliciting  proposals  by  advertising  for  at 
least  thirty  days.  If  it  be  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  Secretary  of 
War  to  expend  the  balance  of  the  appropriation,  without  the  formality 
of  contract,  it  is  believed  that  as  speedy  relief  to  the  navigation  of  the 
river,  over  the  bar,  may  be  attained  as  by  the  mode  proposed  by  the 
committee  of  the  New  Orleans  Chamber  of  Commerce. 

It  is  therefore  respectfully  recommended  that  the  words  by  oontrad 
be  struck  out  of  the  exisiting  law,  (act  of  July  8, 1868.) 
Kespectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  WOODRUFF, 
Capt.  Top' I  Eng's,  Asa't  to  Bureau,  in  charge, 

Hon.  John  B.  Floyd, 

Secretary  of  War. 


House  of  Representatives, 

March  2, 1859. 

The  undersigned,  senators  and  representatives  of  the  State  of 
Louisiana,  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  a  resolution  in  relation 
to  the  removal  of  obstructions  to  navigation  in  the  mouth  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi  river  ;  also  a  copy  of  the  report  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce 
of  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  with  accompanying  documents  and  reao- 
lutions,  to  all  of  which  your  attention  is  respectfully  called. 

The  undersigned  would  suggest  the  propriety,  on  the  part  of  the 

War  Department,  of  inaltuctiM  \,Vv^  o?^wt  %\\^T\xitending  the  work, 

or  who  may  be  charged  V\t\i  ^^  tm^vh^  ^V  '^^  ^\iX\^RX.^\fc  ^^^ 
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with  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  as  to  the  surest  mode  of  extending 
immediate  relief. 
The  undersigned  remain,  with  much  respect,  your  obedient  servants, 

J.  P.  BENJAMIN. 
JOHN  SLIDELL. 
MILES  TAYLOR. 
THOS    GREEN  DAVIDSON. 
JOHN  M.  SANDIDGE. 
GEORGE  EUSTIS. 
Hon.  John  B.  Floyd, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Kirkwood's  Hotbl, 

WashingUmj  March  5,  1859. 

Sir:  In  connexion  with  the  delegation  from  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce of  the  city  of  New  Orleans  I  had  the  honor,  the  day  before 
yesterday,  to  place  in  your  hands  letters  addressed  to  the  President 
accrediting  me  as  the  representative  of  the  insurance  companies  of 
New  York,  and  of  merchants  of  that  city  interested  in  the  commerce 
of  New  Orleans,  on  the  subject  of  the  vessels  and  their  cargoes  now 
arrested  at  the  months  of  the  Mississippi  river,  amounting,  in  value, 
to  several  millions  of  dollars,  a  large  amount  of  which  is  involved  in 
imports  upon  which  duties  are  to  be  paid,  and  upon  which  the  gov- 
ernment relies  for  support.  The  balance  of  the  property  thus  jeopard- 
ized is  composed  of  products  of  the  United  States  on  their  transit  to 
foreign  markets,  and  upon  which  bills  have  been  drawn. 

It  appears  that  Congress,  viewing  this  question  in  the  important 
light  it  presents,  passed,  with  great  promptness,  a  joint  resolution, 
placing  at  the  disposal  of  the  President  an  unexpended  balance  of 
$70,000  from  an  appropriation  of  $330,000,  which  was  originally 
designed  to  remove  the  obstructions  then  existing  at  the  mouths  of 
the  Mississippi,  and  which  obstructions  have  been  very  materially 
increased  by  the  mode  in  which  the  greater  portion  of  the  appro- 
priation has  been  applied. 

It  is  now  understood  that  the  resolutions  so  promptly  passed  have 
been  disapproved  by  the  President,  and  that  the  commerce  of  the 
country  is  to  remain  thus  arrested  without  a  cause  being  publicly 
assigned  for  his  decision. 

All  that  is  asked  by  the  delegation  is  that  the  unexpended  balance 
shall  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  New 
Orleans,  to  be  by  them  disbursed,  and  for  the  faithful  disposition  of 
iRrhich  they  are  presumed  to  be  prepared  to  furnish  the  requisite 
security,  in  order  that  the  large  amount  of  property  now  in  jeopardy 
may  be  promptly  rescued. 

As  the  representative  of  those  holding  the  largest  interest  in  that 
property,  and  being  required  to  report  the  result  of  my  mission  to 
the  seat  of  government,  am  I  authorized  to  say  that  CoTiigt^%%\iAN\:^'^ 
^one  all  in  its  power,  at  the  last  period  of  the  ae%%\0U)  \a  bSot^lWil^  \^^ 
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demanded  Uy  the  first  and  greatest  interest  of  the  country,  has  been 
foiled  by  what  common  rumor  regards  as  the  operation  of  particalar 
interest? 

That  the  largest  portion  of  the  appropriation  before  referred  to  has 
been  expended  upon  ridiculous  experiments  and  misrepresentations 
are  undeniable  facts,  and  it  only  remains  to  be  seen  whether  the 
proper  department  of  the  government  will,  under  the  sanction  of 
Congress,  apply  the  only  effectual  remedy,  by  placing  the  small 
amount  remaining  into  the  only  hands  which  can  have  an  interest  in 
its  economical  and  faithful  disbursement. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALEXANDER  V.  FRASEB. 
Hon.  John  B.  Floyd, 

Secretary  of  War. 


S.  R.  87. 

A  BESOLUTION  in  relation  to  removal  of  obBtnictions  to  navigation  in  the  month  of  the 

Mississippi  river. 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States  of  America  in  Congress  assembledy  That  the  unexpended  balance 
of  the  appropriation  of  three  hundred  and  thirty  thousand  dollars, 
made  at  the  first  session  of  the  thirty-fourth  Congress,  for  removing 
obstructions  to  navigation  in  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi  river,  at  the 
Southwest  Pass  and  Pass  ci  T Outre,  be  applied  to  said  purpose,  under 
the  direction  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  by  contract  or 
otherwise,  as  in  his  discretion  may  appear  best  adapted  to  effect  the 
object  contemplated  by  said  appropriation. 


New  Orleans,  March  7, 1869. 
Sir  :  The  undersigned  propose  to  open  a  pass  of  sufficient  depth  to 
admit  all  vessels  in  and  out  that  are  there,  or  may  be  there,  daring 
one  year,  for  seventy  thousand  dollars,  (say  $70,000,)  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Mississippi  river.  To  convince  the  department  of  our  ability,  we 
beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  E.  B.  Bishop's  plan  in  the  Patent  OflSce,at 
Washington  city.  No.  19908. 
Respectfully, 

CHAS.  M.  WATERMAN. 
E.  B.  BISHOP. 
Hon.  Secretary  op  War. 
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[By  Telegraph] 

BuEEAU  OF  Topographical  Enginebbs, 

Waahingtony  March  8,  1859. 

The  Secretary  of  War  directs  the  advertisements  for  the  Southwest 
Pass  he  limited  to  one  week.     Telegraph  immediately. 

J.  C.  WOODRUFF. 
Colonel  Long,  U.  S.  A., 

AlioHj  lUinoiSy  and  New  Orleans. 


New  Orleans,  March  8,  1859. 
Sir:  The  telegraph  has  announced  that  you  have  determined  to 
authorize  advertisements  for  ten  days  for  proposals  to  clear  out  the 
Southwest  Pass  of  the  Mississippi  river,  and  as  it  is  not  known  where 
the  proposals  are  to  he  made,  I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  the 
contract  should  not  he  given  to  the  Louisiana  Towboat  Association,  as 
it  is  generally  thought  here  that  that  company  are  the  cause  of  all  the 
troubles,  as  they  have  placed  several  large  flat-bottomed  ships  directly 
in  the  channel  in  such  a  manner  as  to  cause  the  formation  of  bars 
across  the  mouth  of  the  river.  Heretofore,  ships  carrying  from  2,000 
to  2,500  bales  of  cotton  have  been  built  sharp  so  as  to  cut  through  the 
mud  formations,  but  of  late,  the  construction  of  vessels  being  so  dif- 
ferent, although  drawing  no  more  water,  but  with  long  flat  floors  and 
carrying  5,000  bales  and  upwards^  has  been  the  cause  of  their  sticking 
on  the  bars;  and  that  association,  in  the  expectation  of  getting  a  con- 
tract similar  to  the  one  they  had  a  few  years  since,  have  not  waited, 
as  they  should  have  done,  until  they  had  the  first  ship  over,  but  have 
crowded  several,  so  that  small  vessels  can  with  difficulty  get  in.  The 
ship  now  most  in  the  way  has  on  board  upwards  of  5,000  bales,  and 
unless  discharged,  will  remain  where  she  lays  for  the  next  six  months, 
at  least ;  and  I  think  something  should  be  done  immediately,  not  de- 
pending upon  private  contracts.  The  amount  remaining  in  the  trea- 
sury of  the  unexpended  appropriation,  if  properly  applied,  would 
purchase  a  suitable  steamer,  now  oflered,  with  an  appropriate  dredg- 
ing apparatus,  and  keep  her  at  work  for  a  year;  and  I  would  suggest, 
that  as  the  United  States  revenue  cutter  on  this  station  is  totally 
nnseaworthy  at  the  moment,  that  her  officers  and  men  be  transferred 
to  her,  and  she  would  at  all  times  be  ready  to  act  in  both  capacities — 
revenue  and  dredging  vessel.  The  steamer  Grey  Cloud  was  recently 
owned  by  the  quartermaster's  department,  and  cost  the  government 
upwards  of  $60,000,  $30,000  of  which  waS  spent  on  her  last  year,  and 
the  owner  has  since  spent  several  thousand  dollars  more  in  placing  her 
in  complete  order,  and  has  authorized  me  to  say  that  he  will  take 
$18,000  for  her,  which,  with  $2,000  additional  for  dredging  apparatus, 
would  place  her  in  every  way  ready  for  the  work  ;  or  he  will  contract 
to  keep  her  at  work  on  the  bar  dredging  for  the  next  twelve  mQat1i&^ 
tinder  the  sujierintendence  of  a  United  States  oSvc^i^iw  >iJciftT^\s5ksiL\v^«t 
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of  the  appropriation,  say  $72,000,  giving  good  secnrity  for  the  work, 
$5,000  to  be  paid  monthly  and  the  balance  at  the  expiration  of  the  time. 
Very  respectfally, 

J.  W.  ZACHARIE. 
Hon.  John  B.  Floyd,  Secretary  of  Wae. 

I  would  respectfally  refer  to  our  representatives  for  standing  and 
respectability. 

Uolonel  Long  has  not  yet  arrived — shall  see  him  when  he  does. 

Since  writing  the  foregoing,  I  have  received  a  telegraphic  message 
from  Alton,  Illinois,  which  says  Colonel  Long  has  not  received  orders 
to  visit  New  Orleans  uiider  this  morning's  date.  Our  community  are 
complaining  bitterly.  Eleven  million  dollars  of  property  are  detained 
at  the  bar^  inward  and  outward  bound. 


[By  Telegraph.] 

Nbw  Orleans,  March  8,  1869. 
Owners  steamer  Grey  Cloud,  first  rate  order  for  dredging  Southwest 
Pass;  await  Colonel  Long's  arrival  to  offer  her.     Will  either  sell  her 
or  take  contract.   Officers  and  crew  of  revenue  cutter,  now  unseaworthj, 
can  be  transferred  to  steamer  to  act  in  both  capacities. 

J.  W.  ZACHARDS. 
Hon.  John  B.  Floyd, 

Secretary  of  War^  Waehington. 


[By  Telegraph.] 

Bureau  of  Topographical  Enginerrs, 

Washington^  March  9,  1859. 
Resolution  failed  approval.     Colonel  Long  was  directed  yesterday, 
both  at  Alton  and  New  Orleans,  to  limit  advertisement  to  one  week. 

J.  C.  WOODRUFF. 
C.  A.  Fuller,  New  Orleans. 


CusTOM-HousB,  New  Orleans, 

Collector's  Office,  March  9,  1859. 

Sir:  By  request  of  J.  W.  Zacharie,  esq.,  one  of  our  oldest  and 
most  respectable  merchants,  I  have  read  his  communication  to  you  of 
this  date,  and,  so  far  as  my  knowledge  extends,  concur  in  the  views 
therein  expressed. 

If  the  steamer  Grey  Cloud  should  be  found  suitable  for  a  steam 

cutter,  which  is  absolutely  essential  at  this  port,  and  it  should  be 

ascertained  that  the  bar  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  could  be  sufficiently 

deepened  by  her  purchase  and  employment  under  the  direction  of  the 

government^  with  the  amount  temaviiSxi^  va  \>dj^  ^vt  \i^^tttaent 
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appropriated  for  that  purpose,  I  should  regard  it  as  the  easiest  method 
of  acoomplishitig  the  ohject  desired. 
I  have  the  honcr  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  H.  HATCH, 

Ocilector. 
Hon.  John  B.  Floyd, 

Secretary  of  War,  Washington. 


United  States  Topographical  Office, 

AUon,  Illinois,  March  10, 186&. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  bo  in  receipt  of  your  telegram  of  the  8th 
instant,  which  is  as  follows : 

Washington,  March  8,  1869. 

The  Secretary  of  War  directs  the  advertisement  for  Southwest  Pass 
to  be  limited  to  one  week.     Telegraph  immediately. 

J.  C.  WOODRUFF. 
Colonel  Long. 

No  instructions  in  relation  to  an  advertisement  of  the  character 
alluded  to  have  been  received  prior  to  this  date,  March  10. 

In  compliance  with  the  requisition  of  your  telegram,  as  above,  I 
have  prepared  the  following  notice  for  publication  at  New  Orleans, 
under  the  supervision  of  C.  A.  Fuller,  esq.,  viz : 

Alton,  Illinois,  March  10,  1859. 
Advertise  as  follows : 

'^  Sealed  proposals  for  opening  and  keeping  open  the  channel  of 
Southwest  Pass  will  be  received  at  the  quartermaster's  office,  in  New 
Orleans,  until  the  eighteenth  of  March,  instant. 

^'  Channel  to  be  three  hundred  feet  wide  and  eighteen  feet  deep. 

^*  The  amount  to  be  expended  will  not  exceed  seventy  thousand 
dollars. 

'<  The  proposers  will  state  when  they  will  begin,  and  when  com- 
plete the  work  by  contract. 

<^  When  the  channel  shall  have  been  opened,  inspected,  and  accepted 
in  due  form,  one-third  of  the  stipulated  consideration  shall  be  paid, 
and  the  residue  at  the  expiration  of  the  term  contracted  for,  provided 
the  channel  shall  have  been  kept  open,  inspected,  and  accepted  until 
said  expiration. 

**  Inspections,  &c.,  to  be  made  as  provided  for  in  the  forfeited  con- 
tract ot  Craig  &  Rightor  for  the  same  work  at  the  Southwest  Pass. 

"  S.  H.  LONG, 
"  Lieutenant  Cobnd  Topographical  Engineers. 

"New  Orleans,  March  11,  1859." 

Delta  and  Picayune  please  insert  daily  one  week. 

S.  H.  LONG, 

United  States  Army. 
C.  A.  FuLLEB,  Esq., 

(Caro  of  Alexander  Norton  &  Co.,") 
Ifew  Orleans,  Xrouisiana. 
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Having  received  no  orders  from  the  burean  in  relation  to  advertising 
for  proposals,  and  being  in  doubt  as  to  the  course  proper  for  me  to 
pursue^  I  at  once  forwarded  a  telegram  to  the  bureau  of  the  following 
import,  viz: 

Alton,  MarcTi  10,  1859. 

Am  I  to  advertise  for  proposals,  and  where,  without  specific  instruc- 
tions ? 

8.  H.  LONG, 
LietUenant  Colonel  Topographical  Engineers. 

The  answer  to  this  telegram,  which  I  expect  to  receive  to-day,  will 
no  doubt  enable  me  to  countermand  the  instructions  to  C.  A.  Fuller, 
esq.,  as  given  above,  should  they  not  be  sustained  by  the  bureau. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

8.  H.  LONG, 
lAeuienant  Gdonel  Topographical  Engineers, 
Colonel  J.  J.  Abbrt, 

Chief  of  Topog.  EngineerSy  Washington^  D.  C. 


[By  Telegraph.] 

Alton,  Illinois y  March  10,  1859. 
Am  I  to  advertise  for  proposals,  and  wherey  without  specific  in- 
structions ?     Answer. 

S.  H.  LONG. 
Captain  J.  C.  Woodrupp, 

Topographical  Bureau^  Washington. 


[By  Telegraph] 
BUBSAU  OF  TOPOGIIAPHICAL  EnQINBBRS, 

March  11,  1859. 
Proceed  to  New  Orleans  ;  advertise  one  week  contract  for  opening 
and  keeping  open  the  greatest  length  of  time  8outhwest  Pass,  three 
hundred  feet  wide  and  eighteen  feet  deep.     Contract  subject  to  appro- 
val of  Secretary  of  War. 

J.  C.  WOODRUFF, 
Captain  Topog.  Eng.y  Ass't  to  Bureau, 
Lieut.  Col.  8.  H.  Long,  U.  S.  J.y 

Alton,  Illinois. 


[By  Telegraph.] 

Alton,  lUinoiSy  March  12. 
As  I  understand  my  duties,  it  is  necessary  that  I  go  immediately 
to  New  Orleans.     Does  the  bureau  so  direct  ? 

8.  H.  LONG. 
Captain  J.  0.  Woodrtjpp,  WasKingto^, 
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[By  Telep'aph.] 

Bureau  of  Topographical  Enginbers, 

March  12,  1859, 

Proceed  immediately  to  New  Orleans,  that  work  under  contract 
commence  when  signed  by  contracting  parties. 

J.  C.  WOODRUFF, 
Captain  Topog.  Eng.y  Aas't  to  Bureau. 
Colonel  Long,  U.  8.  J.^ 

AUoriy  lUinoia. 


Bureau  of  Topographical  Engineers, 

Washingtofif  March  15,  1869. 

Sir:  After  putting  the  work  for  the  improvement  of  the  Southwest 
Pass,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi  river,  under  contract,  you  will 
return  to  your  post  at  Alton,  Illinois,  and  resume  your  duties  there. 

It  should  be  noted  in  such  contract  as  you  may  make  that,  in  the 
event  of  its  not  being  approved  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  the  parties 
contracting  shall  be  paid  for  such  work  as  may  have  been  done,  ac- 
cording to  the  rate  agreed  upon. 

Respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  J.  ABERT, 
Colonel  Corps  of  Topographical  Engineers. 
Lieut.  Col.  S.  H,  Long, 

Corps  of  Top'l  Engr'Sy  New  Orleans^  Louisiana. 


[By  Telegraph.] 

Bureau  of  Topographical  Engineerb, 

Washingtony  March  16,  1869. 
Advertisement  approved. 

J.  C.  WOODRUFF, 
Captain  Top'l  Eiigr's^  Assistant  to  Bureau. 
Col.  Long,  United  States  Army^ 

Or  C.  A.  Fuller,  New  Orleans. 


[By  Telegraph,] 

Bureau  of  Topographical  Engineers, 

Washington^  March  19,  1859. 

Form  of  contract  approved.     Total  amount  in  treasury,  seventy-one 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

J.  C.  WOODRUFF, 
Captain  Topographical  Engineers. 
Lieut.  Col.  S.  H.  Long, 

J/isw  Orleans,  Louisiana. 
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[By  Telegraph.] 

New  Orleans,  March  24,  1859. 

Contract  and  bond  daly  executed.  Channel  to  be  opened  in  six 
months,  and  kept  open  one  year  thereafter.  Total  consideration, 
sixty-seyen  thousand  five  hundred  dollars.  Approval  of  Secretary  of 
War  by  telegraph  promptly  solicited. 

S.  H.  LONG. 

Captain  J.  C.  Woodruff,  Washington. 

Indorsement. 

Bureau  of  Topographical  Engikbers, 

March  25,  1859. 
Respectfully  submitted,  and  recommended  to  be  approved. 

J.  J.  ABERT, 
Colonel  Corps  of  Topographical  Engineers. 
Approved: 


War  Department,  March  25,  1 859. 


J.  B.  FLOYD, 
Secretary  of  War. 


[By  Telegraph.) 


Bureau  of  Topographical  Engineers, 

Washington,  March  25, 1859. 

Contract  approved  as  communicated  by  telegraph. 

J.  C.  WOODRUFF, 
Captain  Top'l  Engr's,  in  charge  of  Bureau. 
Lieut.  Col.  S.  H.  Long^ 

New  Orleans,  Louisiana. 


New  Orleans,  March  25,  1859. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  proceedings  under  the  tele- 
graphic orders  from  the  Topographical  bureau,  dated  on  the  lltb, 
and  received  on  the  12th  instant,  at  Alton,  Illinois. 

On  the  13th  of  the  same  month  I  started  for  New  Orleans,  but  was, 
unfortunately,  so  much  detained  on  the  river  by  stormy  weather,  that 
I  could  not  reach  that  city  till  a  late  hour  of  Saturday  night,  the  19tli 
instant. 

Asreeably  to  instructions  from  the  War  Department,  public  notioe 
had  been  given  in  the  '*  Picayune"  and  '*  Delta,"  newspapers  of  New 
Orleans,  for  one  week  daily,  mVvlm^  Y^o'gcmXA  W \.\ift  vsii^rovemeDt 
of  the  iSouthwest  Pass. 
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The  notice  was  given  in  the  following  terms,  viz: 

^'Sealed  proposals  for  opening  and  keeping  open  the  Southwest 
Pass  will  be  received  at  the  qaartermaster's  office,  in  New  Orleans, 
until  the  18th  of  March,  instant. 

^'  Channel  to  be  300  feet  wide  and  18  feet  deep.  The  amount  to 
be  expended  will  not  exceed  $70,000. 

^'  The  proposers  will  state  when  thej  will  begin  and  when  complete 
the  work  by  contract. 

^*  When  the  channel  shall  have  been  opened,  inspected,  and  accepted 
in  due  form,  one-third  of  the  stipulatea  consideration  shall  be  paid, 
and  the  residue  at  the  expiration  of  the  term  contracted  for,  provided 
the  channel  shall  have  been  kept  open,  inspected,  and  accepted  till 
said  expiration.  Inspection,  &c.,  to  be  made,  as  provided  for  in  the 
forfeited  contracts  of  Craig  &  Bightor  for  the  same  work  at  the  South- 
west Pass. 

"S.  H.LONG, 
^*  Lieutenant  Cciond  Topographical  Engineers. 

**  Alton,  March  11,  1859." 

In  answer  to  the  foregoing  notice,  the  following  proposals  were  re- 
ceived, viz: 


No. 


Date. 


From  whom  received. 


Terms  of  proposals. 


1869. 
March  16 


March  16 
March  18 

March  18 

March  18 


McKay  &  Morris. 


E.  B.  Bishop. 


Jno.  Keeltj,  Secretary 
of  Towboat  Associa- 
tion. 


Hyde  &  Mackie. 


Charles  8.  Hyde. 


Work  to  be  begun  April  1,  1R59;  channel  to 
be  opened  August  1,  1859;  channel  to  be 
kept  open  till  April  1,  1860.  Consideration, 
$b9,500. 

Work  to  be  begun  within  two  weeks;  channel 
to  be  opened  in  six  months;  channel  to  be 
kept  open  one  year.  Consideration,  $68,000. 

Work  to  be  begun  within  fifteen  days;  chan- 
nel to  be  opened  in  six  months;  channel  to 
be  kept  open  sixty  days  thereafter.  Con- 
sideration, $70,000. 

Work  to  be  begun  within  four  weeks;  channel 
to  be  opened  in  four  to  six  months;  channel 
to  be  kept  open  twenty-one  months  there- 
after.    Consideration,  $70,000. 

Work  to  be  begun  within  four  weeks;  channel 
to  be  opened  in  six  months;  channel  to  be 
kept  open  one  year  thereafter.  Considera- 
tion, $67,500. 


In  passing  upon  the  merits  of  the  foregoing  proposals,  the  award 
was  given  in  favor  of  that  contained  in  statement  No.  4  as  more  ac- 
ceptable than  any  other  contained  in  the  list^  and  the  decision  was 
communicated  to  the  snccessful  proposers  as  early  as  practicable  in  the 
following  note,  viz : 
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Quabtermastbb's  Office, 
New  Orleans^  March  22,  1859. 

Gentlemen  :  Your  proposals  of  the  18th  instant  for  opening  and 
keeping  open  the  channel  of  the  Southwest  Pass,  to  the  depth  of  18 
feet  and  width  of  300  feet,  have  been  received,  and  are  regarded  as  an 
acceptable  basis  of  a  contract  to  be  entered  into  and  concluded  in  due 
form  with  the  undersigned  at  this  office  as  early  as  practicable. 
Respectfully,  gentlemen^  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  H.  LONG, 
lAeutefMint  Colonel  T.  E. 
Messrs.  Htdb  &  Mackie,  New  Orleans^  La. 

On  the  same  date  I  received  a  note  from  the  same  gentlemen,  asking 
leave  to  withdraw  their  proposals  as  above^  and  virtually  declining  for 
reasons  not  clearly  understood,  to  contract  for  the  work.  The  note 
was  as  follows,  viz : 

New  Orleans,  March  22, 1859. 

Sir  :  We  beg  leave  to  withdraw  the  proposals  made  by  us  under 
date  of  the  18th  instant,  for  the  opening  of  a  channel  300  feet  wide  by 
18  feet  deep  through  the  bar  at  the  Southwest  Pass  of  the  Mississippi 
river. 

We  remain,  dear  sir,  your  obedient  servants, 

HYDE  &  MACKIE. 
S.  H.  Long,  Lieui.  Col.  U.  8.  Eng.j 

Quartermaster' 8  Office. 

The  foregoing  letter  was  received  on  the  23d  instant,  and  on  the 
date  of  its  receipt  I  addressed  the  following  note  to  the  bidder  who 
stands  next  for  consideration  and  acceptance  on  the  list  of  proposals: 

Quartermaster's  Officb, 
New  Orleana,  March  23,  1859. 
Sir  :  In  deciding  upon  the  merits  of  the  proposals  lately  received  at 
this  office  for  the  improvement  of  the  Southwest  Pass,  the  first  award 
was  made  in  favor  of  the  proposals  of  Messrs.  Hyde  &  Mackie,  of  this 
city,  but  they  have  this  day  declined  to  become  a  party  to  the  contract 
required  for  the  execution  of  the  work. 

Your  proposition  stands  next  on  the  list  for  acceptance,  and  is  re- 
garded in  like  manner  as  a  basis  of  a  contract  which  I  am  ready  to 
conclude  with  you  for  the  performance  of  the  work  mentioned.  You 
are  accordingly  desired  at  your  earliest  convenience  to  call  at  this  office 
and  enter  into  the  requisite  contract  stipulations  for  the  speedy  com- 
mencement of  the  work. 

Respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  H.  LONG, 
LietUenanl  Colonel  T,  E* 

Charlbs  H.  Hyde,  Eaq^.,  Ncio  Orleaus^  La. 
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In  accordance  with  the  request  contained  in  the  aboye  note,  the  bid- 
der, Charles  H.  Hyde,  esq.,  presented  himself  at  the  office,  and  a  con- 
tract in  accordance  with  the  form  and  terms  prepared,  and  sanctioned 
by  the  War  Department  through  the  Topographical  bureau,  was  duly 
signed,  sealed,  and  concluded  in  the  manner  set  forth  in  the  documents 
herewith  enclosed,  to  wit: 

Copies  in  duplicate  of  a  contract  done  in  quadruplicate,  providing 
for  the  improvement  of  the  Southwest  Pass,  and  a  duplicate  of  the 
bond  annexed  to  one  of  the  said  duplicate  copies,  with  the  requisite 
certificate  of  the  United  States  district  attorney  annexed  thereto^  are 
herewith  enclosed. 

Having  prepared  and  concluded  the  contract  in  strict  accordance,  as 
I  believe,  with  the  instructions  received  from  the  War  Department,  I 
at  once  communicated  the  result  to  the  department  by  telegraph,  as 
follows : 

*'New  Orleans,  March  24,  1859. 

'^  Contract  and  bond  duly  executed.  Channel  to  be  opened  in  six 
months,  and  kept  open  one  year  thereafter.  Total  consideration  sixty- 
seven  thousand  five  hundred  dollars.  Approval  of  Secretary  of  War 
by  telegraph  promptly  solicited. 

*'S.  H.  LONG, 
''Lie^.  Cd.  T.  E. 
^'Captain  J.  C.  Woodruff, 

^^Topographical  BureaUy  Waahingtonj  D.  (7." 

Should  any  further  action  in  reference  to  the  approval  of  the  con- 
tract and  bond  be  deemed  expedient  by  the  department,  please  com- 
municate the  decision  to  C.  A.  Fuller,  esq.,  supervisor  of  the  passes, 
quartermaster's  office,  New  Orleans,  who  will  continue  to  supervise 
the  work  in  a  manner  similar  to  that  observed  by  him  in  supervising 
the  operations  under  the  previous  contracts  of  Craig  &  Rightor. 

Knowing  of  no  farther  services  at  present  to  detain  me  longer  here, 
I  purpose  to  embrace  an  early  opportunity  to  return  to  my  station  at 
Alton,  Illinois. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

S.  H.  LONG, 
Lieut.  Cd.  T.  E. 
Col.  J.  J.  Abbrt, 

Chief  Top'l  Engineer^  Washington^  D.  0. 

H.  Ex.  Doc.  5 9 


130  inSSISSIPPI  RIVER,   ETC. 


Articles  of  agreement  made  and  entered  into  this  twentv-fonrtii 
day  of  March,  anno  Domini  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty- 
nine,  between  Brevet  Lieutenant  Colonel  8  H.  Long,  corps  topo- 
graphical engineers,  acting  in  behalf  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
on  the  one  part,  and  Charles  H.  Hyde,  of  the  city  of  New  Orleans 
and  State  of  Lousiana,  of  the  other  part : 

This  agreement  witnesseth,  that  the  said  Brevet  Lieutenant  Colonel 
S.  H.  Long,  of  the  corps  of  topographical  engineers,  for  and  in 
behalf  of  the  United  States  of  America,  and  the  said  Charles  H.  Hyde, 
his  heirs,  executors,  and  administrators,  have  covenanted  and  agreed, 
and  by  these  presents  do  mutually  covenant  and  agree,  as  follows, 
viz: 

First.  That  the  said  Charles  H.  Hyde  shall  open  through  the  entire 
breadth  of  the  bar,  or  shoal,  at  or  near  that  mouth  of  the  Mississippi 
river  into  the  Qulf  of  Mexico  known  as  the  Southwest  Pass,  a  straight 
ship  channel,  having  a  well-defined  width  throughout  its  whole  extent, 
from  the  deep  navigable  waters  of  said  river  to  the  deep  navigable 
waters  of  the  Qulf  aforesaid,  of  not  less  than  three  hundred  feet,  and 
a  depth  of  not  less  than  eighteen  feet  below  the  level  of  ordinary  low 
water,  which  level  will  be  determined  by  a  bench  mark  on  the  shore, 
established  by  the  officer  or  officers  of  the  United  States,  charged  with 
the  supervision  and  inspection  of  the  said  work  ;  and  the  place  and 
direction  of  the  said  ship  channel  shall  be  designated  and  fixed  by  the 
said  inspecting  and  supervising  officer  or  officers ;  and  if  any  earth 
><hall  be  removed  by  dredging  or  otherwise,  the  place  where  it  shall 
be  deposited  shall  also  be  designated  by  said  inspecting  officer  or 
officers. 

Second.  That  the  said  C.  H.  Hyde  shall  commence  the  work  of 
opening  the  said  ship  channel  immediately  after  the  signing  and  de- 
livery of  these  presents,  and  complete  the  same  within  a  period  not 
to  exceed  six  months  from  the  date  of  this  agreement,  and  whenever 
the  said  Charles  H.  Hyde  shall  report  in  writing,  the  work  as  finished, 
within  the  time  above  fixed  for  its  completion,  to  the  said  supervisiog 
and  inspecting  officer  or  officers,  the  said  officer  or  officers  shall  inspect 
the  work ;  and  if  from  the  report  of  said  inspector  the  Secretary  of 
War  shall  be  satisfied  that  the  work  has  been  properly  executed,  aad 
that  a  straight  ship  channel  of  the  above  width  an.i  depth  throughout 
the  entire  length  of  said  bar  or  shoal  from  the  deep  navigable 
waters  of  said  river  to  the  deep  navigable  waters  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico 
actually  exists  there,  the  said  Charles  H.  Hyde  shall  be  paid  the  sum 
of  twenty-two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  ($22,500;)  but  on  the 
contrary,  if  it  shall  be  found  that  the  work  has  not  been  completed 
comfbrmably  to  this  agreement,  then  the  said  Charles  H.  Hyde  shall 
have  no  right  to  demand,  and  shall  not  be  paid,  the  whole  or  any  por- 
tion of  the  above  sum,  or  have  any  claim  or  demand  upon  the  United 
States  of  America  whatever,  for  compensation  for  work  done,  or  (or 
damages  or  losses  sustained,  or  for  expenses  incurred  by  him  or  them 
on  account  of  said  work. 

Third,  That  the  said  0.  "B.  H^^^  ^«XVV^^  ^^w  the  said  straight 
isliip  channel  across  aaid  \>at  oi  Aio«\,\»NXi^^*\^^^'«A^^'^'^^;iQ^^ 
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specified,  throughoat  its  entire  length,  for  the  term  of  twelve  months, 
from  and  after  the  said  ship  channel  shall  have  been  opened  and 
accepted  as  above  stated,  and  in  order  to  determine  whether  the  terms 
of  this  agreement  be  strictly  complied  with,  the  Secretary  of  War 
may  appoint  an  officer  or  officers  to  supervise  and  inspect  the  work  at 
such  times  as  he  may  deem  necessary;  and  if  from  the  reports  of  the 
said  inspections  he  shall  be  satisfied  that  the  said  straight  ship  channel 
has  been  constantly  maintained  at  the  width  and  depth  above  specified 
thronghout  its  entire  length,  and  for  the  entire  period  of  twelve 
months,  for  which  the  said  C.  H.  Hyde  agrees  to  keep  open  the  said 
ship  channel,  from  and  after  the  time  the  said  ship  channel  shall  have 
been  first  accepted,  as  above,  then  at  the  expiration  of  that  entire 
period  shall  be  paid  to  him,  the  said  Charles  H.  Hyde,  the  further 
sum  of  forty-five  thousand  dollars,  ($46,000  ;)  but  no  payment  will 
be  made  until  after  the  said  ship  channel  shall  have  been  examined 
at  each  period  of  payment  by  the  inspecting  or  supervising  officer  or 
officers,  appointed  as  above,  and  found  to  be  in  all  respects  conform- 
able to  this  contract. 

Fourth.  For  the  faithful  performance  of  the  requirements  of  this 
agreement,  in  all  its  parts,  for  keeping  open  the  aforesaid  ship  channel, 
the  said  Charles  H.  Hyde  shall  enter  into  bond  with  good  and  sufficient 
securities  in  the  sum  of  forty-five  thousand  dollars. 

Fifth.  It  is  anderstood  and  declared  by  the  parties  of  the  agree- 
ment that  no  member  of  Congress  or  officer  of  the  army  or  navy  of 
the  United  States  of  America,  has  any  interest  or  concern  direct  or 
indirect  in  this  agreement ;  that  said  agreement  or  any  part  of  it  can- 
not be  transferred,  but  shall  be  executed  by  the  said  Charles  H.  Hyde, 
who  is  alone  answerable  for  its  fulfilment ;  it  is  also  understood  and 
agreed  by  the  parties  to  this  agreement  that  it  is  not  binding  upon 
the  United  States  of  America,  and  will  not  go  into  operation  until  it 
shall  have  been  sanctioned  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  until  the 
bond  aforesaid  shall  have  been  executed  and  have  received  the  approval 
of  said  Secretary. 

In  testimony  whereof,  the  parties  to  this  agreement  have  set  their 
hands  and  seals  on  the  day  and  date  first  above  written. 

S.  H.  LONG,  [l.  8.] 

Lituttnanl  Colonel  Topographical  Engineers, 

CHAS.  H.  HYDE.         [l.  s.] 

Signed  and  sealed  in  quadruplicate,  in  presence  of— 
Charles  A.  Fullbr. 

J.  S.  WiNNBMORB. 


Enow  all  men  by  these  presents  that  we,  Charles  H.  Hyde,  Thomas 
O.  Mackie,  and  William  A.  Hyde,  of  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  and 
State  of  Louisiana,  are  by  these  presents  held  and  firmly  bound  to  the 
United  States  of  America  in  the  sum  of  forty-five  thousand  dollars, 
lawful  money  of  the  United  States  aforesaid,  for  ija^m«ii\»Ql  vkvScL^ 
well  and  truly  to  he  made,  we  bind  ourselves,  and  ^quc^YloI  m^^^tA^'m^ 
ofoarbeira,  execatora,  and  administrators,  for  aud\ti\\i^^\i^'eiA^^»-^ 


132  MISSISSIPPI  BIVER.  ETC. 

and  seyerally,  firmly  by  these  presents,  dated  the  twenty-fourth  day 
of  March,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
fifty-nine^  and  sealed  with  our  seals. 

The  condition  of  this  obligation  is  such,  that  whereas  the  above 
bounden  Charles  H.  Hyde  has,  by  a  duly  executed  instrument  of 
writing,  dated  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  March,  in  the  year  of  oar 
Lord  one  thousand  eiffht  hundred  and  fifty-nine,  contracted  with  the 
United  States,  through  S.  H.  Long,  brevet  lieutenant  colonel  of  topo- 

fraphical  engineers,  the  duly  empowered  and  authorized  agent  of  the 
Fnited  States,  to  open  (as  per  written  proposal  of  the  eighteenth  of 
March  aforesaid)  a  straight  ship  channel  at  the  outlet  of  the  Missis- 
sippi river  into  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  known  as  the  Southwest  Pass,  to 
a  depth  of  eighteen  feet  throughout  a  well-defined  width  of  three 
hundred  feet,  and  to  keep  the  said  ship  channel  open  to  the  same  depth 
and  width  from  the  deep  water  of  the  said  river  into  the  deep  water 
of  the  Qulf  of  Mexico,  as  by  reference  to  the  instrument  of  writing 
will  more  fully  appear  : 

Now,  therefore,  if  the  aforesaid  Charles  H.  Hyde  shall  in  all  things 
well  and  truly  observe  and  perform,  fulfil  and  keep,  all  and  singular 
the  covenants,  contracts,  conditions^  stipulations,  and  agreements, 
specified  and  recited  in  the  instrument  of  writing  aforesaid,  according 
to  the  true  understanding,  intent,  and  meaning  thereof,  then  this  ob- 
ligation is  to  be  void  and  of  no  effect ;  otherwise  to  remain  and  to  be 
of  full  force  and  virtue. 

CHA8.  H.  HYDE. 
THOS.  G.  MACKIE. 
W.  A.  HYDE. 


L.  8.] 
L.  8  I 
L.  8.] 


Signed,  sealed,  and  delivered  in  presence  of — 
Charles  A.  Fuller. 

J.  S.  WlKNEMORE. 


I,  Thomas  J.  Semmes,  United  States  attorney  for  the  eastern  district 
of  Louisiana,  do  certify  that  from  nay  knowledge  of  the  parties,  sureties 
to  the  foregoing  bond,  to  wit:  William  A.  Hyde  and  Thomas  (j. 
Mackie,  and  from  information  derived  from  reliable  and  respectable 
sources,  the  said  William  A.  Hyde  and  Thomas  G.  Mackie,  who  reside 
in  the  parish  of  Orleans,  are  good  and  sufficient  sureties  for  the  sum 
of  forty-five  thousand  dollars,  (|46,000.) 

ITHOMAS  J.  SEMMES, 
Untied  States  Attorney ^  Eaatern  District  of  Louisiana, 

New  Orleans,  March  24,  1859. 

Bureau  of  Topographical  Engineers, 

March  30,  1859. 
Examined  and  recommended  to  be  approved. 

J.  J.  ABERT, 
CoUmd  Corps  Topographical  Engineers, 
Approved.    . 
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BUEBAU  OF  TOPO0RAPHIOAL  EnQINBBRS, 

Washington,  March  26,  1859. 

Sib  :  Messrs.  Craig  &  Bightor,  contractors  for  opening  and  keeping 
open  the  passes  at  the  mouths  of  the  Mississippi  river,  having  failed 
to  comply  with  the  terms  and  conditions  of  their  contracts  by  keeping 
open  the  sa^d  passes,  their  contracts  have  been  annulled,  and  it  is  re- 
spectfully suggested  that  the  attention  of  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury 
he  brought  to  the  subject  with  a  view  to  bringing  suit  against  the 
parties  and  their  sureties  for  a  non-compliance  of  the  conditions  of 
their  contracts. 

The  bonds  are  on  file  in  the  office  of  the  Second  Comptroller  of  the 
Treasury. 

Respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  0.  WOODRUFF, 
Captain  Topographical  EngineerSy  Assistant  in  charge. 

Hon.  John  B.  Floyd, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Bureau  of  Topographical  Enoinebrs, 

Washington,  March  31,  1859. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  of  submitting  for  approval  a  contract  entered 
into  between  Lieutenant  Colonel  S.  U.  Long,  corps  of  topographical 
engineers,  and  Charles  H.  Hyde,  of  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  Louisiana, 
for  opening  and  keeping  open  the  Southwest  Pass  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Mississippi  river. 

Respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  J.  ABERT, 
Colonel  Corps  Topographical  Engineers. 
Hon.  John  B.  Floyd, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Burbau  of  Topooraphioal  Engintbers, 

Washington,  April  1,  1859. 

Sir  :  Your  report  of  proceedings  in  relation  to  a  new  contract  for 
the  improvement  of  the  Southwest  Pass,  together  with  the  contract 
referred  to,  have  been  received. 

I  return  herewith  the  duplicate  of  the  contract  approved  by  the 
Secretary  of  War. 

Respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  J.  ABERT, 
Colonel  Corps  of  Topographical  Engineers. 
Lieut.  Col.  S.  H.  Long, 

Corps  qf  Topographical  Engineers^  Alton,  lUvaols* 
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BuBBAU  OF  Topographical  ENGDrsBBS, 

Washington,  April  2,  1859. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  request  that  yea  transmit  a  copy  of  the  tidal  obser- 
vations that  were  instituted  by  yon  for  determining  the  level  of  ordi- 
nary or  mean  low  tide  at  the  Southwest  Pass,  for  the  files  of  the 
bureau. 

Bespectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  WOODRUFF, 
CapL  Top'l  Eng'TSj  Asiiatant  to  Bureau,  in  charge. 

Lieut.  Col  S.  H.  Long, 

Corps  of  Topographical  Engineers,  Alton,  Illinois. 


United  States  Topoorapioal  Ovficb, 

AUon,  lUinois,  April  16,  1859. 

Sir  :  In  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  2d  instant,  asking  for  '^  a  oopj 
of  the  tidal  observations  that  were  instituted  for  determining  the 
level  of  ordinary  or  mean  low  tide  at  the  Southwest  Pass,"  lean  odIj 
observe  that  the  observations  were  duly  made  by  Captain  William 
Johnson,  who  served  under  my  direction,  as  supervisor  of  the  passes, 
till  prematurely  relieved  on  the  12th  of  August  last  by  C.  A.  Fuller, 
esq.,  without  special  instructions  for  that  purpose.  The  observations 
were  instituted  and  prosecuted  in  part  under  my  personal  supervision, 
and  minutes  thereof  were  duly  taken  by  Captain  Johnson,  who  wae 
instructed  to  prepare  and  submit  a  full  statement  thereof  at  the  close 
of  the  period  during  which  the  observations  were  made. 

Instead  of  relieving  Captain  Johnson  in  due  form,  and  assuming 
the  duties  previously  confided  to  him,  C.  A  Fuller  virtually  dismissed 
him  from  the  service,  leaving  the  passes  without  any  supervisor  till 
sundry  unfinished  duties  relating  to  the  improvement  of  Bed  river  at 
and  near  the  raft  should  be  accomplished  by  him,  the  said  Fuller; 
which  were  not  concluded  till  the  11th  of  October,  1858,  and  he  was 
not  prepared  to  enter  upon  his  actual  duties  as  supervisor  and  suc- 
cessor of  Captain  Johnson  till  the  26th  of  November  following. 

In  consequence  of  the  informality  of  relieving  Captain  Johnson,  I 
apprehend  that  the  field-notes,  records,  &c.,  kept  by  him  were  not 
transferred  to  the  said  Fuller  in  the  manner  contemplated  in  my  in- 
structions of  the  13th  April,  1857,  and  in  subsequent  instructions. 

On  repeated  inspections  of  the  manner  of  making  and  recording 
the  tidal  observations  of  Captain  Johnson,  1  became  satisfied  that 
they  were  made  and  kept  in  due  form,  and  that  the  results  obtained 
fairly  led  to  the  conclusion  that  the  surface  of  **  ordinary  low  water" 
was  very  nearly  or  quite  coincident  with  that  of  the  mean  of  lunar 
tides  unafiected  by  winds  from  any  quarter  ;  or,  in  other  words,  that 
the  surface  water  of  the  Qulf  at  low  tides  rose  above  the  mean  tide 
ieveJ  as  often  as  it  failed  to  t^wsVi  t\i«A.  \«^^,    k5iR«tdui^ly^  a  bench 
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mark,  adjnsted  to  tbe  mean  level  as  above,  was  regarded  as  the  index 
of  the  low- water  level  called  for  by  the  contriactsof  Craig  &  Bightor. 
In  order  to  show  more  clearly  the  natare  and  results  of  the  obser- 
vations that  have  been  made,  I  hereto  subjoin  two  extracts  from  re- 
ports of  Captain  Johnson,  which  are  as  follows,  viz : 

*' August  31,  1857- 

*^  The  tidal  observations  at  low  ebb  have  been  kept  with  regularity 
on  two  different  gauges  on  either  side  of  the  river,  in  the  manner  and 
according  to  the  plan  as  laid  down  in  your  letter  of  instructions.  The 
directions  of  the  wind  during  the  previous  day  and  its  approximate 
velocity  have  also  been  noted.  The  sum  of  observations  for  four  luna- 
tions indicate  that  the  mean  low  tide  is  equal  to  8|  inches  of  the 
gauge. 

"WILLIAM  JOHNSON,  Supervisor." 

"Dbcembbb  10,  1857. 

"  In  pursuance  of  your  orders,  I  have  instituted  a  course  of  tidal 
observations  with  a  view  to  determine  the  level  of  ordinary  or  mean 
low  tide  at  this  pass.  I  caused  three  tide  gauges  to  be  constructed| 
and  located  the  same  at  different  points  on  the  bar  and  above  ;  the 
water  recorded  on  each  was  daily  noted,  together  with  the  direction 
of  the  wind  during  the  preceding  24  hours  and  its  approximate 
velocity.  By  taking  the  sum  of  these  observations  and  dividing  by 
the  number  of  observations  made,  I  obtained  the  mean  low  water  for 
the  past  six  months,  which  level  I  have  permanently  located  upon  a 
solid  bench  mark  at  the  west  shore  some  distance  above  the  bar. 

''WILLIAM  JOHNSON." 

I  purpose  to  direct  the  attention  of  the  supervisor,  C.  A.  Fuller , 
esq.,  to  the  subject  of  your  letter,  and  ascertain  if  it  is  practicable  to 
cull  and  collate  from  the  notes,  papers,  i&c,  received  by  him  from 
Captain  Johnson  the  details  of  information  you  desire. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  H.  LONG, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  of  Topographical  Engineers. 

Captain  J.  0.  Woodruff, 

Captain  Corps  of  Top'l  Engineers^  in  charge  of  Top*l  Bureau. 


United  States  Topographical  Office, 

Alton^  May  9,  1859. 

Sib  :  On  the  receipt  of  your  instructions  of  the  2d  of  April  last,  in 
reference  to  tidal  oDservations  at  the  Southwest  Pass  and  Pass  ft 
I'Ontre,  made  by  my  directions,  I  at  once  directed  C.  A.  Fuller,  esq.p 
the  present  supervisor  of  the  passes,  to  examine  the  notes,  registers, 
and  other  papers  delivered  to  nim  by  Captain  WWViwxi  5c^cv\i^wi^\kY^ 
predecessor  at  tbe  paaaea,  and  to  collate  tYi^Te^tOTa.  «vxOcl  W^tt^A  ^^ 
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information  relating  to  the  subject  as  were  to  be  found  among  the 
minntes  and  memoranda  referred  to. 

In  reply  to  my  requisition,  as  above,  the  supervisor  has  furnished 
a  list  or  schedule  of  tidal  observations,  in  relation  to  which  he  observes 
as  follows :  ^'  After  examining  carefully  all  the  records  turned  over  to 
me  by  Captain  William  Johnson,  I  find  only  a  copy  of  a  register  of 
observations  at  the  Southwest  Pass  from  April  27  to  October  27, 1857, 
and  also  hourly  observations  during  the  26th  and  27th  of  May,  1858." 

The  *'  copy  of  the  register"  iust  mentioned  will  be  more  particularly 
noticed  in  the  sequel,  while  the  hourly  observations  appear  to  hare 
little  or  no  connexion  with  the  services  required  of  Cap  tain  Johnson. 

The  directions  prescribed  by  Captain  Johnson,  in  so  far  as  they 
relate  to  tidal  observations  at  the  passes,  are  comprised  in  the  following 
items,  extracted  from  a  series  of  special  instructions  issued  to  him  at 
the  Southwest  Pass,  under  date  of  April  18,  1857,  and  are  as  follows, 
viz: 

"5th.  You  will  establish  one  or  more  bench  marks,  on  a  level  of  or- 
dinary low  water,  in  the  following  manner,  viz :  fix  one  or  more  tide 
gauges  at  suitable  points.  Assume  a  point  about  an  inch  below  extreme 
low  water,  and  mark  it  with  0,  or  zero.  Divide  the  gauge  rod  into  inches 
and  quarters,  and  number  the  inches  from  zero  downward  1,  2,  3,  i, 
and  so  on.  Observe  and  note  the  inches  and  parts  on  the  rod  at 
extreme  ebb  tide,  daily,  for  one  entire  lunation.  Add  the  recorded 
observations  together  for  one  lunation,  and  divide  their  sum  by  the 
number  of  observations,  and  the  quotient  will  indicate  the  bench  mark 
level  for  the  lunation. 

'^  Repeat  the  observations  during  a  series  of  lunations^  and  divide 
the  sum  of  the  series  (for  one  year,  if  practicable,  or  six  months,  if 
otherwise^  by  the  number  of  the  series,  and  the  quotient  will  indicate 
the  true  level  of  the  bench  mark,  which  may  be  fixed  by  driving  a 
stake  at  the  margin  of  the  water  at  that  level  till  the  head  of  the 
stake  coincides  exactly  with  the  surface  of  the  water. 

*'  6th.  Keeping  a  daily  register  of  the  observations  made  upon  the 
tide  gauge,  from  which  the  level  of  the  bench  mark  (or  ordinary  low 
water)  may  be  deduced  with  accuracy." 

KoTB. — The  level  assumed,  which  was  supposed  to  be  about  one 
inch  below  the  surface  of  the  lowest  tide,  proved  to  be  only  half  an 
inch  below  the  surface,  as  will  hereafter  be  shown. 

The  instructions  given  as  above,  and  various  other  directions  subse- 
quently given  in  relation  to  the  tidal  observations,  and  to  the  manner 
of  arranging,  recording,  and  reporting  the  same,  were  often  reiterated, 
but  seem  not  to  have  received  the  care  and  attention  expected  to  have 
been  bestowed  upon  them  by  Captain  Johnson,  owing,  in  some  measure, 
no  doubt,  to  the  unexpected  and  informal  manner  of  his  discharge 
from  the  service. 

With  respect  to  the  correctness  and  punctuality  of  the  observationSi 
I  have  received  no  report  from  Captain  Johnson  establishing  their 
credibility  ;  but  as  I  had  occasionally  witnessed  the  manner  of  making 
the  observations,  I  am  inclined  to  regard  them  quite  as  correct  as  the 
Dature  of  the  case  would  adm\\». 
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The  meana  and  manner  of  making  the  observattonsj  and  the  reauUs 
obtained  from  the  same. 

The  apparatus  employed  in  making  the  observations  consisted — 

Ist.  Of  a  wooden  trunk  or  box,  about  six  inches  square  and  five 
or  six  feet  long,  set  vertically  in  the  water  and  secured  in  that  position 
either  to  a  pile  driven  firmly  into  the  bottom  of  the  river  near  the 
shore^  or  else  to  the  side  of  a  crib  or  wharf,  the  sides  of  the  lower 
portion  of  the  trunk  being  pierced  with  auger  holes  to  admit  the  free 
ingress  or  egress  of  the  water  at  every  change  of  the  tide. 
^  2d.  A  float  or  buoy,  of  a  cubical,  oblong,  or  cylindrical  form,  of 
tin,  zinc,  or  sheet  copper,  made  perfectly  tight  by  soldering  or  other- 
wise, and  in  a  manner  to  exclude  the  water  from  its  interior  cavity, 
also  of  a  size  to  admit  of  its  rising  and  falling  freely  within  the  ver- 
tical trunk  oi:  box,  was  employed  to  indicate  the  elevation  of  the 
surface  water  outside  of  the  trunk. 

3d.  A  plate  of  tin,  zinc,  or  sheet  copper,  large  enough  to  cover  the 
upper  end  of  the  trunk,  and  perforated  by  a  square  opening  of  a 
capacity  to  admit  the  gaage  rod  to  pass  freely  through  it,  was  fastened 
to  the  top  of  the  trunk  by  small  tacks. 

4th.  A  gauge  rod  of  white  pine,  three-eighths  of  an  inch  square, 
and  three  or  four  feet  long,  was  firmly  attached  to  the  upper  side  or 
end  of  the  float,  in  a  manner  to  move  freely  upward  and  downward  in 
the  centre  or  axis  of  the  trunk  in  coincidence  with  the  movements  of 
the  float. 

5th.  The  float  and  its  gauge  rod  being  inserted  in  the  trunk  when 
the  tide  was  at  extreme  low  ebb,  and  the  tin  plate  being  applied  to 
the  top  of  the  trunk,  with  the  upper  end  of  the  rod  rising  through  and 
above  it,  a  scribe  or  mark  was  made  on  the  rod  in  exact  coincidence 
with  the  plate,  and  the  zero  point  for  the  graduations  of  the  rod  was 
fixed  thereat. 

6th.  The  setting  and  adjustment  of  the  gauge  were  preceded  by 
careful  observations  and  inquiries  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining,  as 
nearly  as  practicable,  the  surface  level  of  the  lowest  ebb  tide.  In  order 
to  insure  scope  enough  to  the  rod  to  embrace  all  the  levels  included 
within  the  range  of  daily  low  tides,  (which  seldom  occur  oftener  than 
once  in  twenty-four  hours,)  one  inch  below  the  reputed  lowest  ebb 
tide  was  assumed  as  the  maximum  depression  to  be  indicated  by  the 
tide  gauge.  Observations  subsequently  made  with  the  tide  gauge 
showed  that  on  the  21st  of  July,  1857,  the  lowest  ebb  was  half  an 
inch  below  the  reputed  lowest  ebb.  Hence  an  error  of  half  an  inch 
must  be  deducted  from  each  of  the  gauge  marks  recorded  in  the  sub- 
joined table  or  register  of  low  tides. 

The  construction  of  the  tide  gauge  and  the  arrangement  of  its  parts 
are  indicated  with  sufiicient  clearness  by  the  accompanying  drawing. 

NoTB. — The  graduations  of  the  tide  gauge  were  limited  to  twenty- 
four  inches,  because  this  limit  was  known  to  exceed  half  the  extreme 
range  from  the  highest  to  lowest  stage  of  the  tides,  and  for  the  pur- 
pose of  preventing  too  large  a  portion  of  tli©  to'lixo\xix\A\\i%^iws^^ 
the  plate,  whereby  tbia  projecting  part  would  \>^  ex?sjo^^V.Q^  \si»52^^^ 
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the  inflaence  of  strong  winds  tending  to  impair  or  obstruct  the  opera- 
tions of  the  gauge. 

References  to  tlie  dratoing. 

Fig.  1  represents  a  vertical  section  through  the  trunk,  float,  and 
gauge  rod,  with  the  graduations  of  the  latter. 

Fig.  2  represents  an  outside  view  of  the  trunk  with  its  perforatioos. 

Fig.  3  represents  a  top  view  of  the  metallic  corering  plate,  with 
its  orifice  for  the  reception  of  the  gauge  rod. 

A  B  C  D  the  trunk  or  wooden  box. 

E  F  the  gauge  rod  and  its  graduations. 

F  the  hollow  float  or  buoy. 

G  G,  &c  ,  perforations  for  the  ingress  and  egress  of  water. 
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The  obseryations  recorded  in  the  register  indicate  great  irregularity 
in  the  daily  low-water  stages  of  the  tides,  which  seldom  occar  oftener 
than  once  in  twenty-four  hours,  and  exhibit  changes  varying  from 
half  an  inch  to  twenty-two  inches,  and  giving  for  the  elevation  of 
mean  or  ordinary  low  tide,  during  a  period  of  six  and  one-third  laaa- 
tions,  as  indicated  by  the  tide  gauge,  after  deducting  half  an  inch  aot 
included  within  the  range  of  low  tides,  very  nearly  eight  and  a  half 
inches,  which  has  been  assumed  as  the  appropriate  level  of  the  required 
bench  mark. 

A  careful  inspection  of  the  register  will  show  that  there  is  very 
little,  if  any,  correspondence  between  the  directions  and  intensities  of 
the  winds,  as  represented  in  the  second  and  third  columns  of  the 
register  ;  hence  doubts  may  fairly  be  entertained  as  to  the  correctoefla 
with  which  these  representations  have  been  made. 

Having  personally  witnessed  the  manner  of  setting  and  adjusting 
the  tide  gauge,  and  of  taking  many  observations  thereby,  I  rely  with 
much  confidence  on  the  accuracy  with  which  the  ranges  for  low  tides 
have  been  observed. 

I  personally  directed  the  preparation  and  setting  of  two  of  the 
gauges  used  for  tidal  observations,  viz :  one  at  the  Pilot's  Bayou,  od 
the  southerly  side,  and  the  other  directly  opposite,  on  the  northerly 
side  of  the  Southwest  Pass.  Captain  Johnson  informed  me  that  he 
had  fixed  similar  tide  gauges  at  the  following  points,  viz  :  at  the  pile 
dam  of  Craig  &  Bightor,  in  the  Southwest  Pass,  and  at  the  light- 
house in  Pass  &  TOutro,  agreeably  to  my  directions.  Two  of  the  tide 
gauges  in  the  Southwest  Pass,  viz :  the  gauge  in  Pilot's  Bayou  and 
that  at  the  pile  dam,  became  deranged  and  rendered  useless  by  stormy 
weather  and  other  accidents  soon  after  they  were  established. 

Any  intelligent  person,  at  all  conversant  with  the  fluctuations, 
eccentricities,  and  anomalies  of  the  tides  at  the  mouths  of  the  passes, 
would  readily  infer  that  the  low-tide  ranges  represented  in  the  register 
were  not  materially,  if  at  all,  overrated.  On  some  occasions  the  vari- 
ations between  high  and  low  tide  in  the  same  day  amounted  to  a  iew 
inches  only. 

The  final  report  of  Captain  Johnson,  in  reference^  not  only  to  the 
tidal  observations,  but  also  to  various  other  topics  to  which  his  atten- 
tion had  been  directed,  was  expected  to  exhibit  far  more  copious  and 
lucid  views  in  relation  to  the  duties  of  his  appointment ;  but,  no  such 
report  having  been  made,  I  avail  myself  of  all  the  leading  items  of 
intelligence  that  can  be  derived,  not  only  from  the  meagre  notes  found 
among  his  papers,  but  from  my  personal  recollections  of  the  matters 
herein  considered^  and  give  the  foregoing  as  the  result  of  my  efforts 
in  this  way. 

S.  H.  LONG, 
Lieutenant  CoUmd  Topographical  Engineers. 
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Southwest  Pass  Mississippi  River, 

May  3i,  1859. 

Sir  :  In  reporting,  at  the  close  of  the  month,  upon  the  progress  of  the 
work  for  the  improvement  at  this  pass  of  the  Mississippi,  I  cannot  saj 
that  any  material  change  for  the  better  has  resulted  from  the  opera- 
tions of  the  contractor.  His  dredge-bo^t,  the  '*  P.  F.  Kimball,"  ar- 
rived here  on  the  10th  instant,  and  commenced  dredging  on  the  12th — 
two  days  having  been  spent  in  sounding  and  buoying  out  the  new 
channel.  From  the  latter  date  up  to  this  time,  with  the  exception  of 
a  few  lost  days,  the  boat  has  been  working  on  the  mud  lumps  a^  the 
foot  of  the  channel;  and,  although  numerous  drags  hive  been  made 
with  the  machine,  (from  25  to  35  per  day,)  I  find  that  but  little,  if 
any,  change  has  been  made  in  the  depth  of  the  water  upon  them. 
At  the  commencement  of  their  work  there  was  scant  twelve  feet  water 
on  the  shoalest  part  of  the  lumps,  and  fifteen  feet  in  the  channel  on 
each  side  of  them  ;  at  this  date,  as  per  soundings  herewith,  about  the 
same  minimum  depth  is  found.  It  is  the  intention  of  the  contractor 
to  continue  dredging  with  the  machine  at  this  locality  until  the  arri- 
val of  the  propeller  *' Enoch  Train,"  which  has  been  purchased  at 
Boston,  Massachusetts,  for  the  work,  and  which  is  du':3  here  on  or 
about  the  10th  proximo.  The'*  Train,"  having  double  propellers, 
80  arranged  as  to  cut  in  from  12  to  18  feet  water,  is  expected  to  operate 
more  successfully  in  catting  up  and  throwing  out  the  material  to  be 
removed. 

The  *'  mud  lumps  "  referred  to  above  are  on  a  middle  ground  that 
oocapies  somewhat  the  position  of  the  old  **  middle  ground,"  operated 
upon  under  the  contract  of  Craig  &  Bightor,  but  is  somewhat  lower 
down  than  at  this  date  last  year.  This  ''middle  ground  "  is  from 
three  to  four  hundred  yards  in  length,  and  from  fifty  to  one  handred 
and  fifty  yards  in  breadth — the  shoalest  part  being  at  its  foot,  (called 
the  "  upper  lump,")  and  on  a  lump  still  lower  down.  The  soundings 
down  the  middl )  of  this  ground  are  as  follows,  viz : 

16,  16,  16,  16,  15J,  16,  17,  16,  16^,  ISf,  16J,  ISf,  15,  14,  15,  16, 

Upper  lamp. 

16^,  16|,  16i,  15i,  15,  Hi,  14,  13,  12,14,15,  17,  19, 17, 16, 18,  16, 

Vomer  lamp. 

15,  U,  12,  18,  20. 

From  "  upper  lump  "  to  lower  lump  and  deep  water :  12^,  12,  13, 
15,  17,  19,  lUi,  20,  19i,  18,  17,  15,  14,  12,  18,  21. 

I  have  made  numerous  soundings  to  ascertain  the  proper  position 
for  the  new  channel.  Those  taken  on  the  28th  instant,  herewith  re- 
ported, were  carefully  made,  and  give  a  good  idea  of  the  present  con- 
dition  of  the  channel.    They  are  as  follows  : 

Soundings  down  new  channel  from  above  can  huoy,  passing  east  of  mid' 
die  ground  J  to  deep  water  of  the  Oulf. 

High  water  V  8"  on  guage  mark,  6  a.  m.— 19,  18, 17^,  18, 17>  Vl\y 
I7i,  17,  16,  17i,  19,  19.  19A,  ISA,  181,  20,  IS,  \n^>\l>V\\A'\\A^> 
28,  17i,  17,  17,  17h  17h  17,  17i,  174, 1^>  H^l^A^VA^A^A^V 
H.  Ex.  Doc.  6 10 
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16i,  16i,  n,  17,  16i,  16J,  n,  16i,  16,  16^,  16J,  I4,  16^.  16^,  161, 

16,  14,  17,  17i,  17,  16,  16,  16^,  17,  17^.  16^,  17,  16,  17,  Ifil, 

17,  16,  15.  15i,  161,  16,  16,  16^,  16, 15, 15^,  16,  16,  17,  16^,  16, 16|, 

16,  17,  15|,  16i,  17,  17i,  17i,  17i,  18,  18,  19,  18J,  19i,  17,  18, 18, 
l»i,  15,  15,  15,  14  j  14i,  15,  17,  18^,  19, 19^,  20,  26,  25,  26, 19^,  19, 
17|,  17i,  17,  16},  16i,  16},  16i,  16,  16,  18,  20. 

Sound^n(j8  from  deep  water  of  Gulf  up  new  cnannelf  passing  to  west  <jf 

*  *  middle  ground, ' ' 

Time  7  a.  m.;  ebb  tide.— 20,  19,  18,  16,  13^,  14,  18,  19, 18,17, 

17,  17,  18i,  22,  18i,  19i,  Ui,  18^,  17^,  l^.  17,  17^,  16f ,  16^,  17}, 
17,  18,  I7i,  17i,  l«i,  17i,  17i,  17i,  1«},  17^,  18^,  l8,  Ibf,  I^i,19, 
J8i,  18A,  1^1, 17i,  17J,  18,  lfci,19,  17^,18^  18^,  HJ,  17tJ8i,  18, 
18|,  18|,  19i,  18,  18^,  I8J,  20,  19|,  18,  19^,  19^,  19,  19^,  19^,  18}, 
l^l,  19,  20f ,  21^,  20,  20^.— Nearly  west  from  caa  buoy. 

BaviDg  made  sundry  trianguIatioDs  on  the  prominent  points  with 
pocket  sextant  and  small  calder  compass,  I  am  satisfied  that  errors 
exibt  in  the  chart  as  prepared  by  Captain  Johnson.  In  order  to  test 
more  fully  the  observations,  I  purpose  to  make  further  triangulations 
•either  with  a  theodolite  or  B.  B.  transit.  On  examination  I  find 
that  a  base  line  can  be  measured  on  Stake  island  sufficiently  long  to 
•obtain  the  true  relative  positions  of  the  light-.house  and  the  station 
on  the  island.  The  roagBetic  bearing  of  the  former  from  the  latter 
•differs  by  at  least  eight  degrees  from  that  given  by  the  chart.  8o 
;great  -a  discrepancy  in  this  instance  gives  me  cause  to  doubt  the  cor- 
.rectness  of  the  other  positions  ;  and  I  would,  therefore,  request  yon 
ito  send  me  from  your  office  the  B.  B.  transit  purchased  for  the  Bed 
iriver  improvement,  and  turned  over  by  me  in  October.  It  is  a  new 
linstrument,  made  by  Tiench  &  Worch,  of  Louisville,  Kentucky,  and 
Lean  rely  on  its  correctness.  Please  forward  it  by  Adams's  Ezprefl 
«Camj)aDy  to  my  usual  address  at  New  Orleans. 
BespectluUy,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  A.  FULLEB, 
U.  S,  Supervisor  of  Passes  ^  mouth  of  Mississippi. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  S.  H.  Long, 

U.  S.  Army^  AUon^  Illinois. 


UniTED  States  Topooraphioal  Office, 

Alton,  Illinois,  June  F>,  1859. 

Sm :  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  transmit  for  the  use  of  the 

Topographical  bureau  a  copy  of  a  report  of  the  supervisor,  showing 

the  operi&iioDs  had  at  the  Honthwest  Pass  of  the  Mississippi  during 

'^e  ttionth  of  May  last,  aod  the  condition  of  the  pass  at  the  end  o* 

month. 

*  progress  of  VJorV  do  tie  \x\i^«t  VSii^Tiww  ^\iVc^x^V.  %ft«^8  eocoarag* 
i  h^B  not  been  eo  TB^^Vd  w\i%J^\i^^^^^^^^^^^>^%^^^^^ 
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absence  of  Mr.  Kimball,  the  most  reliable  and  efficient  agent  of  the 
contractor. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

8.  H.  LONG, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Top'l  Engineers. 
Ck)lonel  J.  J.  Abbrt, 

Chief  Top'l  Engineers^  Washington^  D.  C. 


Bureau  of  TopoaRAPHicAL  ENamsBBS, 

Washington^  August  15,  1859 
Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  30th 
ultimo,  stating  that  from  information  recently  received  from  the  super- 
visor of  the  work  of  opening  the  channel  of  the  8outh«e8t  Pa^s  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi  river,  it  is  probable  that  you  will  be 
called  upon  at  an  early  day  to  make  the  first  inspection  under  the 
existing  contract. 

Tou  will,  as  soon  as  notified  by  the  supervisor  that  the  work  it 
ready  for  inspeciion,  proceed  to  the  scene  of  operations  for  that 
purpose. 
Eespectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant. 

J.  J.  ABERT, 
Colonel  Corps  Top'l  Engineers. 
Lieutenant  Colonel  S.  H.  Lonq, 

Corps  Top*l  Engineers^  Alton^  Illinois. 


United  States  Topographical  Office, 

Alton  J  Illinois  y  September  26,  1859 

Sir:  By  a  telegram  from  G.  A.  Fuller,  esq.,  dated  on  the  24th  in- 
stant at  Southwest  Pass,  (six  months  from  date  of  new  contract,)  and 
received  this  day,  I  am  informed  that  the  contractor  has  failed  to  ac- 
complish the  stipulations  of  the  said  contract,  in  so  far  as  they  relate 
to  the  opening  of  the  channel  of  the  Southwest  Pass. 

The  supervisor's  report  in  full  on  this  subject  is  expected  a  few 
days  hence,  and  a  copy  thereof  will  be  furnished  to  the  Topographical 
bureau  as  soon  as  practicable  thereafter. 
Bespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  H.  LONG, 
Lieutenant  OoUmel  Top'l  Engineers. 
Colonel  J.  J.  Abert, 

Chief  Ibp'l  Engineers^  Washington,  D.  O. 
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Southwest  Pasj,  Mississippi  Rivbr, 

September  26,  1859. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  cootractor,  Mr.  Charles 
H.  Hyde,  has  failed  to  notify  me  in  writing  of  his  readiness  for  an 
inspection  of  his  work  at  this  pass,  under  the  first  branch  of  his  con- 
tract ;  and  that  also  during  the  past  week,  and  especially  on  the  after- 
noon of  the  24th  instant,  (being  six  months  from  the  date  of  contract,) 
I  have  carefully  and  thoroughly  sounded  the  channel,  and  that  the 
width  and  depth  required  by  contract  does  not  exist. 

On  the  20th  instant  the  contractor's  dredge-boat  "Kimball"  sns- 
pended  work  at  the  bar,  and  left  for  New  Orleans,  for  the  repair  of 
some  damage  done  to  her  machinery.  Believing  that  nothing  more 
would  be  done  prior  to  the  24th  instant  towards  the  fulfilment  of  the 
first  branch  of  the  contract,  I  made  between  the  former  and  latter 
dates  numerous  channel  (cross  and  random)  soundings,  the  result  of 
which  showed  clearly  that  the  said  portion  of  the  contract  had  not 
been  complied  with. 

On  the  24th  instant  the  dredge-boat  returned  from  the  city,  her 
machinery  repaired,  and  in  readiness  for  a  resumption  of  the  work. 
Mr.  W.  A.  Hyde,  of  the  firm  of  Hyde  &  Mackie,  (the  sureties  in  the 
bond  for  the  fulfilment  of  the  contract,)  being  on  board,  and  appearing 
desirous  that  any  further  soundings  I  might  think  proper  to  make 
should  be  taken  from  ofi^  the  Kimball,  I  went  on  board,  and  on  the 
afternoon  of  the  24th  ran  three  lines  of  channel  soundings,  (which  are 
herewith  transmitted,)  the  starboard  lead  being  thrown  by  an  em- 
ploye of  mine,  while  the  port  one  was  thrown  by  the  mate  of  the  boat, 
and  both  under  my  supervision.  The  soundings  were  commenced  at 
a  stage  of  water  two  inches  above  mean  low  tide,  and  were  finished  at 
about  the  latter  stage. 

In  running  the  first  line  I  desired  the  captain  and  pilot  of  the  Kim- 
ball to  keep  the  boat  in  the  beat  water  within  channel  limits,  regard- 
less of  the  course  run,  in  order  that  the  deepest  channel  might  be 
sounded,  whether  straight  or  crooked.  The  two  other  lines  were  run 
in  straight  courses,  one  up  the  westerly  side  and  one  down  the  east- 
erly side  of  the  proposed  channel. 

Instead  of  the  tabular  exhibits  of  the  soundings,  as  given  in  the 
report,  the  following  abstracts  derived  therefrom  are  substituted, 
to  wit: 

The  aggregate  number  of  channel  soundings  taken  and  recorded  by 
the  supervisor  on  the  24th  day  of  September,  1859,  was  664.  These 
soundings  were  exhibited  in  the  report  in  three  distinct  series  or  lines 
of  double  soundings,  taken  on  board  of  a  steamer  on  her  starboard 
and  larboard  sides,  and  extending  entirely  across  the  tidal  bar.  The 
following  are  abstracts  of  the  several  series,  viz : 

Series  No.  1  embraces  190  soundini^s,  of  which  89  gave  18  feet  and 
upwards;  52  gave  17  to  18  feet;  48  gave  16  to  17  feet,  and  1  gare 
15|  feet. 

tiefiea  No.  2  embraces  348  soundings,  of  which  230  gave  18  feet 
•d  upwards  ;   108  gave  11  to  \%  V^^X\  %  %w^  \^  \a  IT  feet ;  1  gave 
/eet,  and  I  gave  14^  feet* 
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Series  No.  3  embraces  126  soundiDgs,  of  which  32  gave  18  feet  and 
upwards ;  31  gave  17  to  18  feet ;  58  gave  16  to  17  feet,  and  5  gave 
15|  feet. 

A  summary  abstract  of  all  the  sets  embraces  664  souodings,  of 
which  351  gave  18  feet  and  upwards;  191  gave  17  to  18  feet;  ll4 
gave  16  to  17  feet;  1  gave  15f  feet;  5  gave  15^  feet;  1  gave  15^ 
feet,  and  1  gave  14J  feet. 

In  view  of  the  results  whence  the  foregoing  statements  are  derived, 
the  supervisor  concludes  his  report  as  follows : 

Hence  it  appears  that  the  contractor  has  not  only  failed  to  notify 
me  in  writing  (as  required)  of  his  readiness  for  an  inspection,  or  that 
the  work  was  '^finished"  within  the  stipulated  time,  but  also  that 
he  has  not  obtained  the  depth  of  water  required  by  the  contract,  within 
six  months  from  its  date,  or  from  the  24ih  day  of  March,  1859. 

I  have  notified  the  said  contractor  of  his  failure,  and  herewith  trans- 
mit a  copy  of  my  letter  to  him. 

Mr.  W.  A.  Hyde,  who  was  present  at  the  inspection,  verbally  in- 
forms me  that  it  is  the  intention  of  the  contractor  to  apply  for  an 
extension  of  time  ;  and,  in  furtherance  of  that  object,  the  dredge- boat 
this  morning  resumed  work  upon  the  bar.  Should  his  application 
be  made,  it  will  be  at  once  forwarded  to  you. 

CHARLES  A.  FULLER. 

P.  8. — ''Mean  low  tides"  as  determined  by  a  series  of  observations 
made  since  the  commencement  of  the  work,  is  10.65  inches  above  ex- 
treme low  water,  and  a  bench  mark  at  that  level  has  been  established 
upon  one  of  the  piles  supporting  the  self-registering  tide  gauge,  near 
the  wharf  at  the  telegraph  station.  Southwest  Pass. 

The  mean  low  tide  for  each  of  the  four  lunations,  the  last  ending  on 
the  26th  September,  1859,  was  as  follows: 

Ineb««. 

For  lunation  ending  with  new  moon,  June  30,  per  gauge 11.16 

For  lunation  ending  with  new  moon,  July  29,  per  gauge 7.66 

For  lunation  ending  with  new  moon,  August  27,  per  gauge....  6.20 

For  lunation  ending  with  new  moon,  September  26,  per  gauge.  7.61 

32.60 


For  four  lunations  32.60  inches  per  gauge. 

Average 8.15  inches  per  gauge. 

The  zero  of  gauge  is 2.50  inches  above  extreme  low  water. 

10.65 


Therefore,  10.65  inches  is  the  height  of  mean  low  tide  above  ex- 
treme low  water. 

The  average  high  tide  for  the  same  period  is  25.25  inches  above 
extreme  low  water. 

0.  A.  FULLER. 
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n.  8.  ToPOORAPUicAL  Offtcb, 

ALon,  lUinaU,  October  5,  1859. 

SiK :  I  have  this  day  received  the  report  of  the  Bapervisor,  G.  A. 
Fuller,  esq.,  detailing  his  proceedings  in  reference  to  the  inspection 
of  the  channel  of  the  Southwest  Pass,  and  the  condition  of  said  chan- 
nel on  the  24  th  of  September  last^  the  date  at  which  the  opening  of  a 
channel  300  feet  wide  and  18  feet  deep  entirely  across  the  tidal  bar 
was  stipulated  to  be  accomplished  under  the  existing  contract  with 
Charles  H.  Hyde,  esq. 

The  report  shows  clearly  and  conclusively  that  the  contractor  has 
failed  to  comply  with  the  terms  of  the  contract,  in  so  far  as  relates  to 
the  opening  of  the  channel,  and  in  consequence  has  forfeited  his  claim 
against  the  United  States  for  remuneration  on  account  of  work  done 
or  expenses  incurred  under  his  contract.  The  report  of  the  8upe^ 
visor,  together  with  a  copy  of  a  letter  to  the  contractor  by  said  super- 
visor, is  herewith  forwarded  to  the  Topographical  bureau. 

BespectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

8.  n.  LONG, 
Lieut.  Col.  Top'l  EngWs. 

Colonel  J.  J.  Abbrt, 

Chief  Top'l  EngWa,  Washington,  D.  C. 


New  Orleans,  October  7, 1859. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  contractor  has  cea^d  all 
operations  on  the  bar  at  the  Southwest  Pass^  and  that  his  boats  are  now 
employed  elsewhere. 

The  dredge-boat  *'  Kimball"  worked  a  portion  of  the  time  between 
the  26th  ultimo  and  the  Ist  instant.  On  the  latter  dat«  she  resumed 
the  towing  buNiness,  and  brought  a  ship  to  the  bar.  On  the  4th  she 
was  employed  under  charter  in  towing  the  United  States  revenue  cut- 
ter in  search  of  **  filibusters."  Since  that  date  she  has  returned  to 
Algiers,  has  had  her  dredging  apparatus  removed,  and  is  now  under 
charter  with  a  company  of  United  States  troops  on  board,  having  left 
hero  last  night  with  them  for  the  mouth  of  the  river. 

The  propeller  '*  Train"  also  left  here  a  few  days  since  for  below, 
with  certain  United  iStates  officers  on  board. 

Although  not  officially  informed  that  the  contractor  has  abandoned 
the  work  in  toio,  still,  from  the  information  above  stated,  there  is 
little  doubt  of  the  fact.  His  contract  having  been  forfeited  by  its 
own  terms  on  the  24th  ultimo,  I  understand  he  will  seek  remunera- 
tion only  through  Congress  for  money  expended  during  the  time  he 
has  worked  upon  the  bar. 

The  business  season  is  now  commencing,  and  unless  something  be 
Boon  done  towards  the  opening  and  keeping  open  a  channel  across  the 
bar  at  this,  the  main  pass  ol  l\ie  w^T,^^m^i\wfcV4Mxva({^  the  win- 
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ter  for  a  repetition  of  the  troubles  and  detentions  that  occurred  there 
during  the  past  busy  season. 
Respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  A.  FULLER, 
U.  S,  Supervisor  of  Passes^  mouth  of  Mississippi. 

Lieut.  Col.  S.  H.  Lonq, 

U.  S.  Army,  AUon,  Illinois. 


Bureau  of  Topographical  Enoinbbrs, 

Washington,  Odober  12,  1859. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Lieuten- 
ant Colonel  Long,  superintending  engineer  of  the  improvement  of  the 
Southwest  Pass,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi  river,  reporting  the 
failure  of  the  contractor  to  comply  with  the  terms  of  the  contract,  so 
far  as  relates  to  the  opening  of  the  channel,  and  in  consequence  the 
forfeiture  of  his  claim  against  the  United  States  for  remuneration  for 
work  done  or  expenses  incurred. 

The  contract  having  been  thus  annulled  by  the  failure  on  the  part 
of  the  contractor,  the  only  course  that  the  department  can  pursue  to 
carry  out  the  intention  of  the  law  making  the  appropriation,  which 
required  the  work  to  be  done  by  contract,  is  to  invite  proposals  for 
executing  the  work  under  a  new  contract. 

It  is  therefore  recommended  that  proposals  be  again  invited  for 
opening  a  channel  at  the  Southwest  Pass  of  the  Mississippi  river  three 
hundred  feet  wide  and  eighteen  feet  deep,  and  for  keeping  open  said 
channel  the  greatest  length  of  time  within  the  amount  of  the  balance 
of  the  appropriation  unexpended. 

Respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  J.  ABERT, 
Col.  Corps  Top*l  EngWs. 

Hon.  John  B.  Floyd, 

Secretary  of  War. 


United  States  Topographical  Office, 

Alton,  Illinois,  Octobf^  15,  1859. 

Sir  :  I  take  leave  to  forward  herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter  received  by 
the  last  mail  from  C.  A.  Fuller,  esq.,  supervisor  of  the  passes  of  tho 
Mississippi,  from  which  it  appears  that  Charles  H.  Hyde,  the  con- 
tractor for  opening  and  keeping  open  the  channel  of  the  Southwest 
Pass,  has  ceased  to  prosecute  the  work  contracted  for  agreeably  to  the 
new  contract,  dated  on  the  24th  of  March  last. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  H.  LONG, 
Lieut.  Col.  Top'l  Eng'rs. 
Colonel  J.  J.  Abert, 

Chief  Top'lEngWs^  WoMnqim,^  D.  C, 
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JRemoval  of  chsirudionsfrom  ihe  moufh  ofihe  ifi&sissippi  river.     From 
the  annual  report  oj  Lieut.  Col.  8.  H.  Long^for  1859. 

The  proceedings  had  in  reference  to  this  work,  from  its  commcDce- 
ment  in  the  spring  of  1867  to  the  end  of  the  last  fiscal  year,  and 
those  subsequently  had  in  relation  to  the  same  work  prior  to  the  10th 
of  September,  1858,  have  been  explained  with  suflScient  clearness  in 
my  last  aunual  report,  dated  on  the  15th  of  October  of  that  year,  and 
in  sundry  documents  appended  thereto,  all  of  which  have  been  printed 
and  puhlifehed  by  authority  of  Congress. 

The  main  results  exhibited  in  the  documents  just  referred  to  under 
this  general  hiad,  (viz:  removal  of  obstructions  from  the  mouth  of 
Mississippi,)  are  as  follows,  to  wit : 

1st.  That  the  opening  of  the  channel  of  the  Southwest  Pass  in  a 
straight  direction,  about  S.  25°  W.,  and  to  the  requisite  width  and 
depth,  entirely  acroFS  the  tidal  bar,  was  found  accomplished  on  the 
28th  day  of  May,  1858. 

2d.  That  the  opening  of  the  channel  of  the  Pass  a  TOutre  in  a 
straight  direction,  about  S.  85°  E.,  to  the  requisite  width  and 
depth,  was  iound  accomplished  on  the  10th  day  ot  September,  1858. 

3d.  That  on  the  day  following,  viz:  September  11,  1858,  the 
channel  of  the  Southwest  Pass  had  continued  open  and  unobstructed 
irom  the  28th  of  May  to  the  11th  of  September,  1858,  three  months 
and  thirteen  days. 

In  the  annual  report  referred  to,  (viz:  that  of  October  15,  1858,) 
no  notice  was  taken  of  the  manner  observed  in  establishing  a  bench 
mark,  indicating  the  elevation  of  the  surface  of  ordinary  low  water, 
as  required  by  the  contracts  ot  Messrn.  Craig  &  Rightor.  This  omis- 
sion was  occahiontd  by  the  absence  of  full  and  adequate  returns  of  the 
former  sujieivisor,  who  had  been  specially  charged  with  the  execution 
of  this  part  of  the  work. 

The  latal  epidemic  that  prevailed  in  New  Orleans  and  other  places 
in  its  vicinity  contributed  to  the  suspension  of  the  works  on  the  passes 
irom  an  early  date  in  September  till  the  latter  part  of  October  of  last 
year. 

C.  A  Fuller,  esq.,  late  agent  for  the  improvement  of  Red  river, 
having  concluded  his  duties  in  reference  to  that  work  on  or  about  the 
last  of  October,  1858,  was  assigned  to  the  supervision  of  the  works 
in  progress  under  the  contracts  of  Craig  &  Rightor — a  duty  previously 
in  charge  of  Captain  William  Johnson.  Colonel  Fuller  entered  on 
his  duties  as  supervisor  early  in  November  of  that  year,  pursuant  to 
instructions  irom  the  undersigned. 

The  first  examination  made  by  Colonel  Fuller  embraced  numerous 
line  and  random  soundings  taken  with  care  in  the  channels  of  both 
passes  between  the  15th  and  18th  of  December,  1858.  The  results  of 
the  examinations  were  communicated  to  this  office  in  a  report  dated 
on  the  22d  day  of  the  same  month.  On  the  receipt  of  the  report, 
which  occurred  on  the  1st  of  January,  1859,  a  copy  ot  the  same  was 
/br warded  to  the  Topographical  bureau  on  the  3d  of  the  same  month, 
together  with  a  brief  report  ixom\.\A»offiL^^/vsi^\v\OD.\  ^x^filedmy 
coDviction  that  the  contractOTB  \iaA.  iaV\fedL \.o  ^i^m^Vj  ^SJO<v>^^\Kt\aA^^ 
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tbeir  contracts  id  so  far  as  relates  to  the  keeping  open  of  the  chan- 
nels. 

The  following  summary  derived  from  the  supervisor's  report  ahove 
cited  will  show  that  the  channels  of  both  passes  were  in  a  very  unfa- 
vorable condition,  compared  with  that  provided  for  in  the  con- 
tract. 

The  breaches  in  the  pile  dam  of  the  Southwest    Pass   had  been 

TTiuch  enlarged,  and  the  stability  of  the  dam  greatly  impaired,  since 

the  time  of  the  inspections  made  by  the  undersigned  early  in  Septem- 

iDer  last.     The  pile  dam  in  Pass  a  T Out  re,  which  is  far  less  extensive, 

appeared  to  remain  firm  and  unyielding. 

With  respect  to  the  soundings  recorded  in  this  report,  the  main  re- 
sults are  exhibited  in  the  following  abstracts,  viz  : 

In  the  channel  of  the  Southwest  Pass  the  number  of  soundings  taken 
"^as  233,  of  which  88  gave  depths  of  eighteen  feet  and  upwards  ;  106 
£ave  depths  of  seventeen  to  eighteen  feet;  31  gave  depths  of  sixteen 
"to  seventeen  feet ;  and  eight  gave  depths  of  fifteen  to  sixteen  feet  only, 
showing  that  nearly  two-thirds  of  the  soundings  gave  depths  of  less 
^han  eighteen  feet,  instead  of  the  minimum  depths  required  by  con- 
tract. 

In  Pass  k  rOutre  the  number  of  channel  soundings  made  was  130, 
of  which  33  gave  depth  of  eighteen  feet  and  upwards  ;  16  gave  sev- 
enteen to  eighteen  ftet ;  44  gave  sixteen  to  seventeen  feet ;  25  gave 
^fteen  to  sixteen  feet ;  and  nine  gave  fourteen  to  fifteen  feet,  showing 
«bout  three-fourths  of  the  soundings  gave  less  than  the  depths  stipu- 
lated'in  the  contract.  It  should,  moreover,  be  observed  that  the  lines 
of  soundings  in  both  passes  were  extended  entirely  across  the  tidal 
Ws  at  the  mouths  of  the  passes. 

On  the  same  date  as  that  of  the  report  from  which  the  foregoing 
results  have  been  derived,  (viz :  December  22,)  the  supervisor  formally 
notified  William  E.  Starke,  esq.,  the  agent  and  representative  of  the 
contractors,  of  the  condition  of  the  channels  as  described  in  the  report. 
Between  the  17th  and  22d  days  of  January,  1859,  the  supervisor 
repeated  his  examinations  of  the  passes  by  channel  soundings,  &c., 
as  before,  and  reported  the  results  obtained,  under  date  of  the  24th 
day  of  the  same  month.  A  copy  of  his  report  was  forwarded  from 
this  office  to  the  Topographical  bureau  on  the  3d  day  of  February 
following. 

Agreeably  to  the  reports  just  cited,  abstracts  of  the  soundings  taken 
are  as  ibllows : 

The  number  of  channel  soundings  in  the  Southwest  Pass  was  88, 
of  which  seven  only  gave  eighteen  feet  and  upwards  ;  23  gave  seven- 
teen to  eighteen  feet;  16  gave  sixteen  to  seventeen  teet ;  20  gave  fif- 
teen to  sixteen  feet ;  20  gave  fourteen  to  fifteen  feet ;  and  two  gave 
thirteen  and  three-quarters  to  tourteen  feet. 

The  number  of  channel  soundings  taken  in  Pass  k  T Outre  was 
ninety,  of  which  twenty-three  gave  eighteen  feet  and  upwards ; 
twenty- nine  gave  seventeen  to  eighteen  feet ;  eleven  gave  sixteen  to 
seventeen  feet ;  ten  gave  fifteen  to  sixteen  feet;  twelve  gave  fourteen 
to  fifteen  feet,  and  five  gave  thirteen  and  a  haU*  to  \'o\vc\.^fc\L  ^^^V^xti- 
Btead  of  the  mimmnm  depth  required  by  conlta^V.,  Vvl\  ^\^\.^^'^'^^^- 
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The  results  given  in  these  abstracts  compared  with  those  exhibited 
in  the  abstracts  of  the  previous  report,  of  December  22,  show  that  the 
deterioration  of  the  channels  of  both  passes  was  still  in  progren; 
and  from  both  reports  of  the  supervisor,  (viz :  that  of  December  22 
and  that  of  the  24th  of  January,)  it  also  appears  that  very  little  bad 
been  done  by  the  contractors  in  the  way  of  improving  the  channeli 
or  arresting  the  progress  of  their  deterioration. 

The  foregoing  representations  having  been  duly  made  to  the  War 
Department,  the  following  instructions  were  issued  from  the  Topo- 
graphical bureau  on  the  17th  of  February,  1859,  to  the  address  of 
the  undersigned,  to  wit : 

*'  Sik:  The  contractors  for  the  improvement  of  the  navigation  at  the 
mouths  of  the  Mississippi  having  failed  to  comply  with  the  terms  of 
their  contract  to  keep  open  the  channels^  according  to  your  reports  of 
the  3d  of  January  and  the  3d  instant,  you  will,  with  as  little  delay 
as  practicable,  report  as  to  the  application  of  the  balance  of  the  appro- 
priation to  the  best  advantage  of  the  navigation  of  the  channels,  and 
particularly  that  of  the  Southwest  Pass,  for  the  action  of  the  Secretary 
of  War. 

"J.  J.  ABERT, 
*'  Colonel  Corps  of  Topographical  Engineers.'' 

The  report  called  for  by  the  above  instructions  was  prepared  and 
forwarded  to  the  bureau  on  the  25th  of  February,  1859. 

On  the  17th  day  of  February^  the  War  Department  appears  to 
have  decided  on  the  forfeiture  and  abandonment  of  the  contracts  of 
Messrs.  Craig  &  Rightor,  by  reason  ol  their  having  failed  to  comply 
with  the  stipulations  of  their  contracts,  in  so  far  as  they  relate  to  the 
keeping  open  of  the  channels  of  the  passes. 

It  having  been  determined  by  the  War  Department  that  the  unex- 
pended balance  ($71,500)  of  the  appropriation  for  the  removal  of 
obstructions  from  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi  should  be  applied  to 
the  improvement  of  the  channel  of  the  Southwest  Pass,  instructions 
were  issued  from  the  Topographical  bureau  on  the  8th  day  of  March, 
requiring  an  advertisement  for  proposals  for  a  new  contract  for  the 
execution  of  the  work  of  reopening  and  keeping  open  the  channels  of 
this  pass. 

In  order  to  show  that  the  obstructions  in  the  way  of  navigation  of 
both  passes  still  continued  to  increase,  abstracts  of  a  third  set  of 
soundings  taken  by  the  supervisor  on  the  11th  of  March,  give  the 
following  results,  viz :  the  number  of  soundings  taken  in  Pass  i 
rO  .tre  was  one  hundred  and  thirty-two,  of  which  eight  gave  depths 
of  eighteen  feet  and  upwards  ;  twenty  three  gave  depths  of  seventeen 
to  eighteen  feet;  twenty-two  gave  depths  of  sixteen  to  seventeen  feet; 
twelve  gave  depths  of  fifteen  to  sixteen  feet;  forty-six  gave  depths  of 
fourteen  to  fifteen  feet,  and  twenty-one  gave  depths  of  thirteen  to 
fourteen  feet ;  the  least  depths  being  thirteen  and  a  half  feet  at  seven 
of  the  soundings. 

The  number  of  channel  BOUXidLvn^^  \,%JLft\i  vcl  tl\e  Southwest  Pass  was 
one  hundred  and  forty -tout ,  oi  '^VosJti  V«wi\.i-^v3L  ^^-^^  \^^\Xa  ^^  ^v;^- 
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een  feet  and  upwards ;  forty-seven  gave  seventeen  to  eighteen  feet ; 
iwenty  gave  sixteen  to  seventeen  feet;  forty  gave  fifteen  to  sixteen 
eet ;  eleven  gave  fourteen  to  fifteen  feet;  the  soundings  bein^?  taken 
it  high  tide,  without  any  allowance  therefor.  In  this  connexion  the 
lupervisor  remarks,  that  ''at  the  date  of  this  inspection  there  were, 
n  all,  sixty-five  ships  detained  at  the  bar  ;  vessels  drawing  seventeen 
:eet  were  forced  over  at  top  of  high  tide,  requiring,  however,  the 
tid  of  four  of  the  most  powerful  towboats  and  from  one  to  three  days 
¥ork  on  each.'* 

From  a  comparison  of  the  results  of  three  sets  of  soundinscs  herein 
K)osidered,  a  progress  in  deterioration  from  the  22d  of  December, 
18')8,  to  the  11th  of  March,  1859,  is  apparent  in  the  channels  of  both 
passes. 

The  proceedings  had  in  reference  to  the  call  for  proposals,  the  re- 
letting of  the  unfinished  work  of  the  Southwest  Pass,  and  the  framing 
)f  a  new  contract  therefor,  are  detailed  in  the  report  of  the  under- 
ngned  to  the  War  Department,  dated  at  New  Orleans,  on  the  25th  of 
ttarch,  1859. 

It  is  deemed  proper  briefly  to  explain  the  manner  of  prosecuting 
the  work  under  the  new  contract,  which  was  concluded  on  the  24th 
Jay  of  March  last.  Such  an  explanation  becomes  the  more  expedient 
io  consequence  of  the  certain  failure  of  the  contractor  to  fulfil  the 
itipulations  of  his  contract,  in  so  far  as  they  relate  to  the  opening  of 
the  channel  of  the  Southwest  Pass,  which  was  to  be  accompli^hed  on 
or  before  the  24th  day  of  September,  1859,  or  six  months  after  the 
date  of  said  contract.  The  fact  of  the  failure  as  above  hsLf^  been  con- 
firmed by  a  telegram  from  the  supervisor,  C.  A.  Fuller,  esq.,  dated 
at  the  Southwest  Pass,  on  the  day  last  mentioned. 

Although  the  water  craft  and  other  means  and  appliances  employed 
for  the  execution  of  the  work  were  such  as  the  contractor  deemed 
most  conducive  to  its  accomplistiment,  and  seem  to  have  been  used 
with  much  energy  and  diligence,  yet  the  failure  has  occurred,  and 
without  some  knowledge  of  the  boats,  machinery,  and  other  apparatus 
employed,  and  the  manner  of  applying  them  to  the  work,  no  adequate 
opinion  can  be  formed  as  to  the  occasion  or  cause  of  the  failure. 

The  craft  first  resorted  to  by  the  contractor  was  a  side-wheel  steamer, 
(the  P.  F.  Kimball,)  with  yawls,  skiffs,  &c.  The  length  ot  the 
steamer  was  one  hundred  and  eighty-four  feet;  its  breadth  of  beam 
was  thirty  feet ;  she  was  worked  by  two  side  engines,  with  cyliuders 
twenty-three  and  a  half  inches  in  diameter,  and  seven  and  a  half  feet 
strokes. 

The  scraping  apparatus  consisted  of  a  heavy  oak  beam  with  scrapers 
of  boiler  iron,  the  beam  and  scrapers  being  connected  to  the  sides  of 
the  steamer  by  long  arms,  sweeps,  or  cheeks  of  timber,  extending 
from  the  scraper  beam  to  points  on  each  side  of  the  boat's  hull,  about 
midshipsy  when  they  are  attached  to  the  boat  by  means  of  oscillating 
joints  or  hinges.  The  parts  of  the  scrapers  and  their  frame  are  firmly 
connected  and  banded  together  by  means  of  iron  plates,  straps,  bolts, 
and  rivets. 

The  position  of  the  scrapers  and  tlieir  \>eaxxi  \a  «^  fe^  l^^y.  ycl^'^^^^^ 
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of  the  steamer's  bow,  stretching  athwart  the  track  of  the  boat.  Tie 
scrapers  may  be  lowered  to  the  bed  of  the  chanDel  or  hoisted  above 
water  at  pleasure,  by  means  of  chains,  warps,  and  other  tackle,  put 
into  action  by  steam  power. 

After  having  operated  some  time  with  a  set  of  scrapers,  no  descrip- 
tion of  which  has  been  received  at  this  office,  the  contractor  deemed  it 
necessary  to  proceed  to  New  Orleans  with  his  steamer  for  the  purpose 
of  making  alterations  in  his  scraping  apparatus  and  of  repairing  his 
steamer. 

On  the  2d  of  May  the  supeivisor  gave  the  following  information 
concerning  the  steamer,  the  scraping  apparatus,  and  the  movements 
of  the  contractor,  viz: 

**The  contractor  took  his  boat  (the  P.  F.  Kimball)  out  of  dock 
yesterday  morning,  and  will  leave  for  the  Southwest  Pass  to-morrow. 
His  delay  has  been  caused  by  unexpected  repairs  that  were  found 
necessary  to  be  made  to  the  hull,  and  also  by  a  change  he  has  thought 
proper  to  make  in  his  scraping  apparatus.  After  completing  a  scraper 
on  the  plan  first  adopted,  he  dispensed  with  it  and  constructed  another 
one,  which  suits  his  own  views,  and  one  which  I  think  will  answer 
the  desired  purpose.  Instead  of  the  draught  chains  he  has  substituted 
wooden  arms,  which  are  secured  to  the  sides  of  the  hull  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  play  freely  up  and  down.  The  beam  to  which  the 
scrapers  are  attached  is  twenty- five  feet  long,  the  arms  are  sixty-five 
in  length,  nine  by  sixteen  inches.  The  machine  is  raised  and  lowered 
by  chains  working  on  a  bowsprit  by  means  of  a  small  engine  and 
capstan.  Everything  pertaining  to  the  scraper  is  now  complete,  and 
is  strongly  secured  and  fastened." 

A  brief  description,  and  a  hasty  sketch  or  outline  of  the  boat,  and 
the  scraping  apparatus  as  above  described,  connected  therewith,  also 
other  things  hereafter  to  be  noticed,  are  exhibited  in  a  paper  hereto 
appended. 

In  the  meantime,  and  in  order  to  insure  efficient  and  effectual 
operations  upon  the  tidal  bar,  the  contractor,  by  the  advice  and  per- 
suasion of  others  supposed  to  be  competent  judges,  was  induced  to 
procure  a  noted  propeller  from  Boston,  distinguished  for  its  power  in 
deepening  channels  at  the  mouths  of  rivers,  in  opening  channels  or 
passways  lor  shipping  through  fields  of  strong  ice,  &c. 

This  steamer  was  iurnished  with  two  distinct  propeller  engines  and 

wheels,  both  of  which  might  work  in  concert  at  the  same  time. 

The  dimensions  of  the  propeller  were  as  follows : 

Feet 

Length  of  hull  from  bow  to  stern 129 

Breadth  of  beam , 24 

Depth  of  hold 18 

Ordinary  draught 13 

Dimensions  of  each  of  two  engines  : 

Incbei. 

Diameters  of  working  cylinders 34 

Length  of  strokes 36 

DiameteT  of  propeller  w\iee\a • ** lit 

Ifumber  of  revolutions  per  m\ii\xt^ • - ^^ 
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The  hull  of  the  propeller  was  furnished  with  capacious  tanks,  sus- 
ceptible of  being  speedily  filled  or  emptied  at  pleasure,  by  means  of 
pumps  worked  by  steam  power.  By  filling  or  emptying  the  tanks 
irith  water  the  load  on  board  may  be  varied  in  such  a  manner  as  to  give 
the  boat  any  desierd  draught,  from  its  smallest  to  its  depest  draught. 
When  loaded  very  heavily  at  the  stern,  thedraught  may  be  increased  to 
such  an  extent  that  the  wings  or  paddles  of  the  wheels  miy  be  made 
to  sweep  the  bottom  of  the  channel  at  the  depth  of  eighteen  feet  or 
more. 

Notwithstanding  the  great  power  of  the  engines  and  the  corre- 
sponding strength  of  the  machinery,  it  more  or  less  frequently  occurred 
that  whenever  the  wings  of  the  wheels  struck  deeply  into  the  mud 
lumps,  indurated  bottom,  or  sides  of  the  channel,  the  movements  of 
the  engines  were  arrested,  and  must  be  resumed  again  by  reversing 
them. 

The  propeller  is  known  and  designated  by  the  name  of  the  Enoch 
Train,  and  seems  admirably  adapted  to  the  work  of  removing  obstruc- 
tions from  the  channels  across  the  tidal  bar.  If  applied  in  the  manner 
suggested  in  my  report  of  February  25,  1859,  and  more  fully  explained 
in  tne  paper  hereto  appended,  it  is  believed  that  no  other  boat  of  which 
I  have  any  knowledge  could  better  answer  the  purpose. 

The  project  just  alluded  to  contemplates  the  asQ  of  scrapers  in 
advance  of  the  bow  of  the  steamer^  and  it  is  intended  to  perform  its 
work  by  dragging  it  downward  or  backward  with  the  current,  instead 
of  by  propelling  or  tLrusting  it  forward  in  advance  of  the  steamer,  and 
against  the  current,  thus  differing  materially  from  the  plan  adopted 
by  the  contractor. 

In  conclusion,  I  have  occasion  to  observe  that  on  the  5th  instant  I 
received  a  report  from  C.  A.  Fuller,  esq  ,  supervisor  of  the  passes, 
dated  at  Southwest  Pass  on  the  26th  ultimo,  exhibiting  in  detail  his 
proceedings  in  reference  to  the  condition  of  the  channel  of  that  pass 
on  the  24th  day  of  that  month,  the  date  at  which  the  first  branoi  of 
the  new  contract,  viz  :  the  opening  ot  a  straight  channel  three  hundred 
feet  wide  and  eighteen  feet  deep  entirely  across  the  tidal  bar,  was 
stipulated  to  be  accomplished.  The  examination,  soundings,  &c., 
made  by  the  supervisor  on  the  date  mentioned,  appear  to  have  been 
very  thorough  and  conclusive,  leaving  no  room  to  doubt  that  the 
contractor,  (Jharles  H.  Uyde,  esq  ,  had  failed  to  fulfill  the  stipulations 
contained  in  the  said  first  branch  of  the  contract,  as  will  appear  from 
the  perusal  of  the  report. 

On  the  same  date  (26th  ultimo)  the  supervisor  addressed  the  fol- 
lowing note  to  the  contractor,  viz  : 

*'  Southwest  Pass,  September  26,  1859. 

'*  Sie:  Having  failed  to  notify  me  within  six  months  from  the  date 
of  your  contract,  that  the  work  of  opening  a  channel  across  the  bar 
at  this  pass  is  '  finished,'  according  to  the  stipulations  of  said  con- 
tract, I  have  to  inform  you  that  the  '  six  months '  expired  on  the 
24th  instant,  and  that  a  straight  channel,  three  hundred  feet  wide  and 
eighteen  feet  deep,  at  ordinary  low  water,  across  tti^  \a«bX^^ltvi\xi\)w^  \^^^ 
navigable  waters  of  the  Mississippi  to  the  d^e^  ua^Vv^uJoXft  nr^n^x^  ^H. 
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the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  as  required  to  be  made  by  the  stipulations  of  said 
contract,  does  not  exist. 

•'(JHARLES  A.  FULLER, 
^*  U.  8.  Supervisor  of  F asses ^  mouth  Misbissippi. 
"  Mr.  Charles  H.  Htdb, 

*'  Contractor^  New  Orleans y  La.'* 

In  connexion  with  his  other  duties,  the  supervisor  has  oontioned 
the  obbervations  for  determining  the  level  of  ordinary  low  water  at  the 
passes  near  the  Gulf,  during  a  period  of  four  lunations.  The  results 
obtained  diffvr  slightly  from  those  previously  had  from  observations 
for  the  same  purpose  during  a  period  of  six  lunations.  Those  in  the 
latter  case  gave  eight  and  a  half  inches  above  extreme  low  tide  as  the 
level  of  Oidinary  low  water,  while  those  in  the  former  case  gave  ten 
and  a  half  inches  for  the  levels.  The  difference  of  two  inches  in  the 
same  level,  may  be  owing  in  some  measure  to  the  difference  in  the 
duration  of  the  two  periods  oi  observation,  one  being  six  and  the  other 
being  lour  lunations  only. 

RebpectluUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  H.  LONG, 
Lieut.  Col.  Top' I  Engineers. 

Ccl.  J.  J.  Abert, 

Chief  l^op.  Engineers^  Washington^  D.  0. 

Description  of  the  scraping  apparatus  adopted  and  used  by  the  con- 
tractor, under  the  new  contract^  together  with  a  series  of  bketches, 
showing  the  positions  and  dimensions  ot  its  parts,  and  the  maoQerof 
its  connexion  with  the  steamer  P.  F.  Kimball. 

EXPLANATIONS  OF  THB  SOnCHBS. 

Fig.  1.  A  front  view  of  the  scraper  beam,  with  its  scrapers  attached. 

F\g.  2.  A  trnnsverse  section  of  the  scraper  beam  passing  from  the 
top  ot  the  beam  downward  to  the  bottom  of  one  of  the  scrapers. 

Fig.  3.  A  vertical  section  of  the  steamer  irom  its  bow  to  midshipSi 
showing  the  relative  position  of  the  scraper  when  elevated  above 
water,  and  the  manner  of  connecting  its  parts  and  appendages  with  the 
steamer. 

Fig,  4.  A  partial  sketch  or  plan  of  the  steamer's  deck,  showing 
the  relations  and  connexions  of  the  several  parts  of  the  scraping  ap- 
paratus with  sundry  parts  of  the  steamer. 

In  the  following  explanations,  the  letters  used  to  designate  the 
parts  refierred  to,  ctpply  indiscriminately  to  all  the  figures,  and  are 
as  follows: 

A  A.  The  scraper  beam  of  oak  timber,  transversely,  twelve  by 
twenty-four  inches,  twenty -four  feet  and  one  inch  in  length. 

B  B.  Scrapers  of  boiler  iron,  attached  and  securely  Jastened  to  the 

lower  side  ot  the  beam  ;  each  scraper  with  its  cutter  or  blade  is  foar 

feet  two  inches  long,  about  iowi  wxd  \v^V?  feet  wide,  and  eighteen 

inches  deep.     The  scrapera  ato  ^«b»\ftxi^  Vi  ^«*Jtv.  ^"C^^x^^^AVi^S^^ 

beam  by  meaDS  of  straps,  bo\la,  iVi^xa,  wA^\aVi%^V\\wi. 
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C  0.  Side  cheeks  of  timber,  eight  by  sixteen  inches,  and  sixty-eight 
feet  long.  These  parts  are  strongly  connected  to  the  beam  by  means 
of  knees,  bolts,  &c.«  at  their  fore  ends,  and  to  the  sides  of  the  boat's 
hull  at  midships  by  means  of  oscillatory  joints  or  hinges  of  iron  at 
their  aft  ends. 

D  D.  Timber  braces,  six  by  twelve  inches,  and  thirty-six  feet  long, 
attached  to  the  beam  and  extending  aft  to  about  midway  of  the  cheek 
timbers,  to  which  they  are  firmly  attached,  and  serving  as  stiffeners 
^  the  frame  work  of  the  scraping  apparatus. 

d  d.  The  hoisting  chain  passing  over  two  trucks  or  pulleys  in  the 
l>owsprit,  and  one  attached  to  the  scraper  beam,  about  midway  of  its 
length.  This  chain  is  paid  out  or  taken  in  at  pleasure  by  the  steamer's 
capstan,  and  in  this  way  the  scrapers  are  lowered  or  hoisted  as  occa- 
sion may  require. 

b  b  and  c  c.  Stay  chains  used  in  regulating  the  lateral  movements  of 
the  scrapers^  &c. 

dd.  Preventer  chains  or  stays,  supposed  to  serve  as  checks  to  the 
lateral  movements  of  the  scraper. 

E  E.  The  bowsprit  of  the  steamer. 

F  F.  The  keel  of  the  steamer. 

G  G.  The  steamer's  capstan  worked  by  nigger  engine. 

H  H.  Centre  line  of  deck,  fore  and  aft. 

1 1.  Gunwale  of  the  steamer. 

K  E.  Outer  line  of  the  steamer's  guard. 

N.  B. — The  scale  of  projection  for  all  the  figures  on  plate  I  is  six 
feet  to  one  inch. 
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Plate  1 
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Description  of  the  scraping  apparatus  proposed  for  use  by  the 
dersigned,  in  opening  and  keeping  open  the  channels  of  the  passes 
ding  across  the  tidal  bars  of  the  Mississippi ;  said  apparatus  having 
m  previously  suggested  in  his  report,  dated  February  25,  1859. 
Explanation  of  the  sketches  on  plate  No.  II. 
Fig.  1.  A  front  or  broadside  view  of  the  scraper  frame  with  its 
apers,  &c.,  attached. 

Fig.  2.  An  edgewise  view  of  the  same  frame,  showing  the  position 
the  steamer's  bowsprit,  &c.,  in  its  connexion  with  the  frame. 
N%  B. — The  preceding  figures  1,  and  2,  are  projected  on  a  scale  of 
ir  feet  to  one  inch.     The  following  figures,  3,  4,  and  5,  are  projected 
a  scale  of  double  the  former,  viz  :  two  feet  to  one  inch. 
Fig.  3.  A  front  view  of  the  scraper  beam,  with  the  scrapers  and 
B  plate  to  which  they  are  rivetted  attached  to  its  underside. 
Fig.  4.  A  transverse  or  sectional  view  of  the  parts  mentioned  in 
3  preceding  ;  showing  also  the  cutting  blade  of  the  scraper,  and  the 
sition  of  the  eyebolt  by  which  the  scraper  is  dragged. 
Fig.  5.  A  side  view  of  the  scraper  plate,  intervening  between  the 
im  and  the  scrapers,  and  by  means  of  which  the  latter  are  firmly 
inected  with  the  former. 

The  figures  are  intended  to  represent  the  general  form  or  outline  of 
3  framework,  and  several  of  its  more  essential  parts  and  appendages ; 
lile  most  of  the  means  of  fortifying  the  scraper  and  combining  its 
.rts  (such  as  iron  straps,  plates,  bolts,  rivets,  &c.)  are  omitted  in 
e  drawings,  and  are  to  be  supplied  at  the  discretion  of  the  builder. 

H.  Ex.  Doc.  5 11 
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In  reference  to  the  Bketches,  the  letters  used  refer  indiscriminately 
to  all  the  figures,  and  are  as  follows,  viz : 

REFFERBNCBS  AND  BXPLANATION. 

ABC.  Front  view  of  the  scraper  frame  with  its  scrapers  and  cutters 
or  blades  attached  ;  A  the  top,  and  B  C  the  base  of  the  frame ;  its 
height  being  about  thirty-six  feet. 

A  B  and  A  C.  The  side  timbers  of  the  frame,  each  eight  by  twelve 
inches.  These  timbers  are  strongly  combined  at  the  top,  and  secured 
in  like  manner  to  the  beam  B  C,  at  their  base,  by  means  of  iron  bolts, 
bands,  straps,  &c. 

B  G.  The  scraper  beam  or  main  transom,  which  may  be  formed  of  a 
single  timber  twelve  by  twenty  four  inches,  or  two  pieces,  each  one 
foot  square,  strongly  bolted  or  otherwise  banded  together. 

D  D.  Semicircular  scrapers  of  boiler-iron,  bent  to  a  curve  on  a 
radius  of  about  eighteen  inches.  The  scrapers  are  fastened  to  the 
lower  side  of  the  l^m  by  means  of  a  large  plate  or  sheet  of  boiler- 
iron  rivetted  to  the  scrapers,  and  fiwtend  to  the  beam  by  iron  bolts, 
straps,  &o. 

E  F.  Guide  timbers,  six  by  twelve  inches,  serving  as  guides  to 
regulate  the  downward  and  upward  movements  of  the  frame,  by 
means  of  the  bowsprit  of  the  steamer,  over  and  by  which  the  frame 
plies  when  in  action. 

G  G.  The  position  of  the  bowsprit  of  the  steamer  with  respect  to 
the  frame  when  ready  for  action. 

g  g.  Struts  or  ties,  four  by  six  inches,  serving  to  connect  the  guide 
timbers  to  the  sides  of  the  frame,  and  to  iortity  and  strengthen  the 
latter. 

a  h  and  a  c.  Stiffeners,  six  by  twelve  inches  at  the  lower  and  three 
by  twelve  inches  at  the  upper  end.  These  pieces  are  applied  for  the 
purpose  of  increasing  the  inflexibility  of  the  sides  of  the  frame  and  of 
facilitating  a  substantial  connexion  with  the  beam. 

d  d.  The  plate  of  boiler-iron  to  which  the  scrapers  are  rivetted  by 
means  of  their  flanges,  and  an  angle-iron  at  the  exterior  side  of  each 
outward  scraper. 

d  e/.  The  cutter  or  blade  of  each  scraper  attached  to  the  body  of 
the  latter  by  means  of  rivets. 

d'  d'.  Cutter  or  blade,  in  the  form  of  an  angle-iron,  attached  to  the 
plate  d  d  hj  means  of  rivets.  The  object  of  this  blade  (a  section  of 
which,  d'd',  is  shown  in  connexion  with  the  plate  dd)  ia  to  prevent 
too  large  a  quantity  of  stiff  mud  from  being  forced  into  the  scraper, 
and  its  easy  discharge  on  its  back  side. 

V  V.  Position  of  the  chain  or  warp  for  lowering  and  hoisting  the 
frame. 

w  to.  Position  of  the  drag  chains,  sixty  to  seventy  feet  long,  of  round 
iron,  at  least  one  inch  in  diameter. 

X  X.  Position  of  the  halliard  warps  or  chains  for  drawing  forward 
or  staying,  at  pleasure,  the  top  of  the  frame. 

y  y.  Position  of  the  halliard  or ,  for  dtamii^  Wi\.Qt  %\«fv:oL%*Oc^^ 

head  of  the  frame  aa  occasion  may  rec^uiie. 
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Various  other  articles  of  rigging  and  tackle  will  also  be  required  for 
working  and  manoeuvering  the  frame,  drag  chains,  &c.,  too  obvioiu 
and  common  to  need  specification  at  this  time. 


Bureau  of  Topographical  Engineers, 

Washington,  Odober  20, 1859. 

Sir  :  Tour  letters  of  the  14th  and  15th  instant,  with  the  documents 
therein  referred  to,  have  been  received. 

Copies  of  your  letter  of  the  15th,  and  the  report  of  C.  A.  Fuller, 
esq.,  of  the  7th  instant,  have  been  submitted  to  the  War  Department 
with  a  report,  of  which  the  enclosed  is  a  copy. 

Respectfully^  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  J.  ABERT, 
Colonel  Corps  Topographical  Engineers. 
Lieut.  Col.  8.  H.  Long, 

Corps  Topographical  Engineers ,  Alton  j  lU. 


Bureau  of  Topographical  Engineers^ 

Washington,  October  20,  1859. 

Sir  :  Information  has  been  received  from  Lieutenant  Colonel  Long, 
engineer  in  charge  of  the  operations  at  the  Southwest  Pass,  of  the 
final  cessation  on  the  part  of  the  contractor  to  prosecute  the  work. 
A  copy  of  the  report  and  that  of  the  supervisor  is  enclosed. 

Although  the  law  making  the  appropriation  hap  placed  its  restraint 
upon  the  expenditure  of  the  appropriation,  except  by  contract,  yet 
expediency  would  seem  to  prompt  the  adoption  of  other  measures. 

The  department  has  moreover  complied  with  the  terms  of  the  law 
by  entering  into  two  separate  contracts  at  different  times,  and  with 
different  individuals,  both  of  which  have  resulted  in  failure. 

The  first  with  Craig  &  Rightor,  who  opened  the  channels  and  kept 
them  open  for  three  months  and  over,  when  they  abandoned  the.work. 

The  second  with  Mr.  Hyde,  who  has  even  failed  to  open  the  channel 
of  the  Southwest  Pass.  Under  these  circumstances  it  would  seem 
competent  for  the  department  to  resort  to  day's  labor  to  carry  out  the 
intentions  of  the  law  to  open  the  channel,  which  is  demanded  by  the 
exigencies  of  the  commerce  of  the  entire  Mississippi  valley. 

If  approved  by  the  department,  the  bureau  would  suggest  that  the 
engineer  in  charge  be  authorized  to  open  a  channel  of  18  feet  in  depth, 
irrespective  of  width,  so  as  to  interrupt  the  navigation  the  least  period 
of  time  possible.  To  accomplish  the  result  it  is  also  suggested  that 
the  engineer  be  authorized  to  hire  by  the  month  such  vessels  and 
other  appliances  as  may  in  his  discretion  be  necessary,  limited  by  the 
balance  of  the  appropriation  unexpended. 

Respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  J.  ABERT, 
Ooloael  Corps  Topographical  Engineers. 
Eon.  John  B.  Flotb, 

Secretary  of  War. 
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Bureau  of  Topographical  Enginebrs, 

Washington,  October  24,  1859. 

Sir:  The  War  Department  having  declined  to  sanction  the  sugges- 
tion of  the  bureau  to  execute  the  work  of  improvement  by  day's  labor, 
for  the  reason  that  the  act  of  Congress  requires  its  execution  by  con- 
tract, I  have  the  honor  to  recommend  that  proposals  for  a  new  contract 
be  solicited,  based  on  the  following  conditions: 

The  contractor  to  procure  and  furnish  at  his  expense — 

1st.  A  suitable  boat  properly  equipped  in  all  respects  to  carry  on 
the  work. 

2d.  All  fuel,  tackle,  tools,  &c.,  proper  to  be  used  in  the  prosecution 
of  the  work. 

3d.  AH  the  hands,  including  captain,  mate,  three  steam-engineers, 
one  steersman^  one  carpenter,  one  smith,  one  striker,  four  firemen, 
eight  deck  hands  and  boatmen,  one  cook»  one  steward,  one  washer- 
woman, and  one  cabin  boy,  in  all  25  persons,  any  of  whom  shall  be 
liable  to  be  discharged  and  substitutes  employed  at  the  instance  of 
the  engineer  in  charge  or  the  supervisor. 

4th.  All  the  provision  and  other  articles  of  subsistence  for  all  em- 
ployed on  the  work. 

The  contractor  shall  propose  the  price  per  calendar  month  for 
which  he  will  furnish  all  the  items  abo^e  mentioned,  and  keep  them 
employed  on  the  work  with  the  understanding :  1st,  that  he  shall 
keep  the  work  in  progress  every  day  of  the  month,  Sundays  excepted  ; 
and  2d,  that  the  daily  duration  of  work  in  the  channel  of  the  pass 
shall  be  equivalent  to  ten  hours  per  day. 

The  contract  price  for  each  month  shall  be  paid  monthly  on  or  after 
the  end  of  each  month. 

KespectfuUy,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  J.  ABERT, 
Colonel  Corps  of  Topographical  Engineers. 

Hon.  John  B.  Floyd, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Indorsement, 
Approved : 

War  Department,  October  25,  1859. 


J.  B.  FLOYD, 
Secretary  of  War. 


Bureau  op  Topographical  Engineers, 

Washington,  October  26,  1859. 

Sir:  I  transmit  herewith  for  your  information  and  government  the 
report  of  this  bureau  on  the  conditions  upon  which  proijoaaU  fo^  ^ 
contract  for  opening  the  Southwest  Pasa  aYioxAdi  \>^\i^^^^^^>^*^^ 
approval  of  the  Secretary  of  War  indor&ed  t\ieT^w^o\i* 
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To  carry  out  the  spirit  of  the  report  it  wonld  be  well  to  advertise 
at  ODce  for  proposals. 

Respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  J.  ABERT, 
CciUmd  Corps  Topographical  Engineers. 
Lieut.  Col.  S.  H.  Long, 

Corps  Topographical  Engineers^  Alton,  Illinois. 


United  States  Topographical  Office, 

AUon,  Illinois,  October  31,  1859. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  be  in  receipt  of  your  communications  of 
the  26th,  in  reference  to  the  duties  relating  to  the  improvement  of  the 
channel  at  the  Southwest  Pass. 

An  order  for  the  journey  to  New  Orleans  is  omitted  in  the  instruc- 
tions given  in  the  case.     Such  an  order  is  respectfully  solicited. 

In  the  absence  of  directions  setting  forth  the  date  to  which  propo- 
sals will  be  received  at  the  quartermaster's  office  at  New  Orleans,  I 
have  ventured  to  insert  the  16th  proximo  as  the  proper  dat«.  Please 
signify  your  approval  of  this  arrangement  and  forward  the  order  in 
question  by  return  of  mail. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  H.  LONG, 
LietU.  Col.  Topographical  Engineers. 
Colonel  J.  J.  Abert, 

Chief  Topographical  EnginWs,  Washington,  Di  C. 


United  States  Topographical  Office, 

AiJUm,  Illinois,  November  1,  1859. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  the  copy  of  a  telegrapUc 
notice  inviting  proposals  for  opening  and  keeping  open  the  channel  of 
the  Southwest  Pass. 

Should  this  instrument  fail  to  meet  your  approbation,  please  apprise 
me  accordingly  by  return  of  mail  or  by  tolegram,  that  any  desired  cor- 
rections may  be  seasonably  made. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S,  H.  LONG, 
Lieut.  Col.  Topographical  Engineers. 
Colonel  J.  J.  Abert, 

Chief  Topographical  Engineers,  Washington,  B,  C. 

P.  S. — I  purpose  to  start  to  New  Orleans  on  Monday  the  7th  instant 


Sealed  proposals  preliminary  to  a  contract  for  opening  and  keeping 

open  the  channel  of  the  Southwest  Pass,  addressed  to  the  undersigned 

at  the  quartermaster's  office  in  New  Orleans^  will  be  received  at  said 

o£Sce  till  the  16th  instant. 

Said  proposals  will  set  foTt\i  tV^  com^T^aJCwo.  ^x  ^^XssisL^Kt  TasscSk 
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for  procnring  and  keeping  employed  in  said  channel,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  supervisor,  0.  A.  Fuller,  all  the  means  and  appliances 
including  a  powerful  steamer  or  to  wheat,  with  dredging  apparatus 
attached,  ana  all  other  equipments,  machinery,  and  fixtures  of  all 
sorts,  together  with  the  requisite  fael,  provisions,  and  all  other  items 
of  outfit  and  subsistence  adapted  in  all  respects  to  the  vigorous  prosecu- 
tion of  the  work,  including  also  a  working  force  consisting  of  one  cap- 
tain, one  mate,  one  steersman,  three  steam-engineers,  one  smith,  one 
striker,  one  carpenter,  four  firemen,  eight  deck  hands,  one  cook,  one 
steward,  one  cabin  hoy,  and  one  washerwoman,  in  all  twenty-five  per- 
sons ;  the  whole  to  be  procured  and  kept  employed  on  the  work  at  the 
expense  of  the  contractor,  and  subject  in  all  respects  to  the  inspection, 
approval,  and  acceptance  or  rejection  of  said  supervisor,  who  must  be 
furnished  with  comfortable  accommodations  on  board  of  said  steamer, 
and  who  will  direct  and  supervise  all  operations  for  the  improvement 
of  said  channel. 

The  channel  work  must  be  prosecuted  daily,  Sundays  excepted, 
during  ten  hours  per  day,  or  two  hundred  and  sixty  hours  in  each 
calendar  month. 

The  stipulated  cocnpensation  will  be  paid  within  twelve  days  after 
the  end  of  the  month  on  the  certificate  of  the  supervisor  that  the  work 
has  been  prosecuted  agreeably  to  contract  stipulations. 

Each  proposer  is  expected  to  designate  the  date  at  which  he  or  they 
will  be  ready  to  commence  the  work  of  improvement  in  the  channel. 

The  proposals  must  be  accompanied  by  testimonials  setting  for^h  the 
character  and  ability  of  the  proposers. 

S.  H.  LONG, 
LietU.  Oct.  Topographical  Engineers. 

Alton,  November  1, 1859. 
C.  A.  Fuller,  Esq., 

(Care  of  Alexander  Norton  &  Co.,) 

JHetv  OrleanSj  Louisiana. 

The  supervisor  will  pay  for  this  despatch,  and  have  the  same  pub- 
lished in  the  Picayune  and  Delta  daily  till  the  fifteenth  instant. 

8.  H,  L. 


Bureau  of  Topographical  Engineers, 

Washington^  November  4,  1859. 

RiR :  Your  letter  of  Slst  ultimo  has  been  received. 
Tou  will  proceed  to  New  Orleans  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out 
the  instructions  communicated  with  my  letter  of  tbe  26th  ultimo,  rela- 
tive to  the  improvement  of  the  channel  at  the  Southwest  Pass. 

Your  views  in  regard  to  the  date  to  which  proposals  will  be  received 
are  approved. 

BespectfuUy,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  J.  ABERT, 
Colonel  Corps  Topographical  Engineers. 
Lieut.  Col.  S.  H.  Long, 

Cofps  Topographical  EngineerSy  iUtoU)  lUltwAs. 
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Quartbbmastbr's  Ofpicb, 
New  Orleans^  November  19,  1859. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  proceedings  in  reference  to  the 
concluding  of  a  new  contract  for  the  opening  and  keeping  open  a 
channel  across  the  tidal  bar  at  and  near  the  Southwest  Pass  of  the 


The  advertisement  soliciting  proposals  was  published  daily  in  the 
Picayune  and  Delta  newspapers,  of  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  from 
November  1  to  November  15,  inclusive,  a  printed  copy  of  which  ifl 
subjoined  to  the  contract  herewith  forwarded  to  the  Topographical 
bureau. 

The  proposals  elicited  by  the  adveriisemevt  were  received^  opened^  and 
examined^  in  due  time,  and  were  respectively  of  the  import  shown  in 
the  following  list  or  schedtde,  to  wit: 


No. 


Names  of  proposers. 


John  Keelty,  secretary 
of  the  Towboat  Asso- 
ciation. 


John  Ktjelty,  secretary 
Tow  boat  Association. 


John  Eeelty,  secretary 
of  Tow  boat  Associa- 
tion. 


Myron  P.  Wheeler. 


George  Kimball. 


Thos.  McLellan,  mana- 
ger of  the  Crescent 
Towboat  Company. 


Hyde  &  Mackie. 


Terms  of  proposals. 


$6,000  per  month  for  towboats  McDaniel, 
Mary  Kingsland,  or  Anglo  Norman,  or  other 
towboat  of  equal  power  and  capacity.  Will 
commence  operations  in  ten  days  if  allowed 
to  use  the  dredging  apparatus  belonging  to 
the  company,  or  in  thirty  days  if  required 
to  prepare  new  dredging  apparatus. 

$5, 000  per  month  for  a  boat  of  less  power 
than  either  of  the  above  boats,  with  similar 
dredging  apparatus,  and  to  begin  the  work 
as  in  the  preceding  proposal. 

$4,500  per  month  for  towboat  Mobile  or 
Music,  with  new  dredging  apparatus,  or 
machinery  similar  to  that  now  used  on  the 
steamer  Kimball;  to  begin  work  in  thirty 
days  from  date  of  contract. 

$4, 500  per  month  to  furnish  hands  and  per- 
form the  work  as  per  advertisement,  and  to 
begin  the  same  in  thirty  days  from  date  of 
contract. 

$4, 800  per  month  to  furnish  a  steamer  as  per 
advertisement,  and  commence  work  in  thirty 
days  from  date  of  contract. 

$4, 440  per  month  to  furnish  a  steamer  of  suf- 
ficient power,  together  with  the  requisite 
dredging  apparatus  ;  also  to  furnish  hands 
and  all  other  supplies  in  accordance  with  the 
terms  of  the  advertisement,  and  to  begin  the 
work  in  thirty  days  from  the  date  of  the  con- 
tract. 

$4,500  per  month  to  furnish  steamer  with 
dredge  scrapers  and  all  necessary  appliances, 
including  full  crew,  &c.,  as  per  advertise- 
ment, and  to  commence  work  on  the  Ist  of 
December. 


SponaoTB. 


None. 


Nouc. 


None. 


None. 


None. 


Chamber 
of  Com- 
merce 
andTov- 
boat  Al- 
so c  i  »• 
tion. 

None. 


In  canvassing  the  merits  of  the  proposals,  I  availed  myself  of  the 
oouDsel  and  co-operation  ot  t\v^  »\i^^tV\%oT^^,  k.  ¥wlkr^  esq^.,  who 
concurred   with  me  in  tY\e  o-pimon  \\i%X  >J[i^  Y^^^^^aX^  ^'^^  ^V^^s^^ 
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Lellan,  manager  of  the  Crescent  Towboat  Company,  marked  No.  6 
in  the  foregoing  list,  was  fairly  entitled  to  preference  in  comparison 
with  all  others  borne  on  the  list. 

Accordingly,  on  the  18th  instant,  I  notified  Mr.  McLellan  that  the 
terms  of  his  proposals  were  acceptable,  and  that  I  was  ready  to  con- 
clade  a  contract  based  thereon  as  soon  as  he  might  find  it  convenient 
to  call  at  this  office  for  that  parpose. 

The  contract  having  been  previously  prepared  and  got  in  readiness 
for  signature,  Mr.  McLellan  called  at  the  office  on  the  day  following, 
viz  :  November  19, 1859,  and  the  contract  was  promptly  signed,  sealed, 
and  delivered,  in  quadruplicates,  in  presence  of  highly  respectable 
witnesses. 

Two  of  the  quadruplicate  contracts  are  herewith  transmitted  to  the 
Topographical  bureau  for  the  use  and  information  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment, with  the  request  that  the  action  of  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  War, 
whether  in  approbation  or  rejection  of  the  terms  of  the  contract,  may 
be  communicated  to  me  at  my  station  in  Alton,  Illinois. 

One  of  the  remaining  quadruplicates  of  the  contract  was  delivered 
to  the  new  contractor,  and  the  other  was  put  into  the  hands  of  the 
supervisor,  both  of  this  city. 

Very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  H.  LONG, 
Lieutenant  Col-onel  Topographical  Engineers, 

Col.  J.  J.  Abbrt, 

Chief  Topographical  Engineers y  Washington ^  D,  C. 


Bureau  of  Topographical  Engineers, 

Washington,  November  28,  1859. 

Sir:  Tour  letter  of  the  19th  instant  reporting  proceedings  in  rela- 
tion to  the  concluding  a  new  contract  for  opening,  &c.,  a  channel 
across  the  bar  at  the  Southwest  Pass  of  the  Mississippi  river,  and  the 
enclosed  contract  in  duplicate,  have  been  received. 

The  contract  has  been  approved  by  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  War,  and 
is  indorsed  as  follows : 

Bureau  Topographical  Engineers, 

November  26,  1859. 

Examined  and  respectfully  recommended  to  be  approved. 

J.  J.  ABERT, 
Cd.  Corps  Top.  Engineers. 

War  Department, 
November  26,  1859. 
Approved. 

J.  B.  FLOYD, 

Secretary  of  War. 
Respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.J.  k^^^^. 
Col,  Gor^  Toip.  Eiv^twew^. 
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BufiBAU  OF  TOPOQRAPHIOAL  EnGINEEBS, 

Washinfftafij  December  8,  1859. 

Sir  :  Tour  letter  of  3d  instant  has  been  received. 
Tour  suggestions  in  regard  to  the  mode  of  payment  under  the  con- 
tract with  Thomas  McLellan,  esq.,  are  approved. 

A  requisition  has  been  made  in  your  favor  for  five  thousand  dollars, 
to  be  placed  to  your  credit  with  the  assistant  treasurer  at  New  Orleans 
as  desired. 

BespectfuUy,  sir.  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  J.  ABERT, 
CcH.  Corps  Top.  Engineers. 
Lieut.  Col.  8.  H.  Long 

Corps  Top.  EngWsj  AUon^  lUinois. 


This  agreement,  made  and  entered  into  this  nineteenth  day  of  No- 
vember, in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty- 
nine,  (November,  1859,)  by  and  between  Lieutenant  Colonel  Stephen 
H.  Long,  corps  topographical  engineers,  as  agent  for  the  United 
States,  the  party  of  the  first  part,  and  Thomas  McClellan,  of  the  citj 
of  New  Orleans,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  manager  of  the  Oresent 
Towboat  Company^  as  the  party  of  the  second  part,  witnesselh: 

Article  1.  That  for  and  in  consideration  of  the  monthly  payments 
hereinafter  specified,  the  aforesaid  party  of  the  second  part  herebj 
stipulates  and  agrees  to  procure  and  furnish,  at  his  own  expense,  all 
the  means  and  appliances,  including  fuel,  labor,  and  all  other  things 
deemed  proper  and  needful  to  the  prosecution  of  the  work  of  opening 
and  keeping  open  the  channel  of  the  Southwest  Pass  of  the  Mississippi, 
to  the  depth  of  eighteen  feet,  entirely  across  the  tidal  bars  at  and 
near  the  mouth  of  said  pass,  and  to  the  deep  water  of  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico;  it  being  understood  that  said  means,  appliances,  &c.,  shall 
embrace  all  such  items  of  water  craft,  equipment,  outfit,  fuel,  labor, 

J)rovi8ions,  and  supplies  of  all  sorts,  as  are  contemplated  and  called 
or  by  an  advertisement,  dated  on  the  1st  of  November,  1859,  and 
inviting  sealed  proposals  for  the  performance  of  said  work,  a  printed 
copy  of  which  advertisement  is  hereto  subjoined,  and  is  to  be  regarded 
as  part  and  parcel  of  this  agreement. 

Art.  2.  Said  party  of  the  second  part  moreover  stipulates  and 
agrees  to  conform  to  and  abide  by  the  orders,  directions,  and  instruc- 
tions that  may  be  given  from  time  to  time  by  the  supervisor,  Charles 
A.  Fuller,  esq.,  or  such  other  supervisor  as  may  be  duly  appointed  and 
authorized  to  serve  in  his  stead,  in  procuring  and  applying  said  means, 
&c.,  and  in  prosecuting  said  work;  it  being  expressly  understood  that 
all  such  renewals,  repairs,  additions,  modifications,  and  other  altera- 
tions, as  may  be  required  by  the  said  supervisor,  for  the  purpose  of 
amending  or  improving  said  means  and  appliances,  shall  be  made  by, 
and  at  the  expense  of,  the  said  party  of  the  second  part. 

Art.  3.  Said  party  of  t\i^  ^econdi  ^%.x\»i\«^^\  ^^\^i«^\.^  ^<^mmence 
the  work  of  opening  and  fceeping  opwi  \!tift  «»5Al  f3c^\iii<^  oviot^XsR^^T^ 
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lie  nineteenth  day  of  December  next,  and  to  operate  at  such  points 
md  })laces  as  may  be  pointed  out  or  designated  by  said  supervisor; 
t  being  understood  that  the  means,  appliances,  &c.,  hereinbefore 
ipecified  shall  have  been  previously  procured  and  got  in  readiness  for 
>perations. 

Art.  4.  The  party  of  the  first  part,  as  agent  for  the  United  States, 
lereby  stipulates  and  agrees,  well  and  truly,  to  pay  or  cause  to  be 
laid  to  the  said  party  of  the  second  part,  on  the  certificate  of  the 
iupervisor  that  all  things  stipulated  to  be  procured  or  done,  agreeably 
to  the  preceding  articles  of  this  agreement,  have  actually  and  faith- 
Fnlly  been  procured  and  done,  within  twelve  days  from  and  after  the 
3xpiration  of  each  calendar  month,  or  from  and  after  the  expiration 
>f  each  working  period  of  two  hundred  and  sixty  hours  in  each  month, 
four  thousand  four  hundred  and  forty  dollars,  in  full  payment  and 
sompensation  for  all  things  done  and  furnished  by  said  party  of  the 
lecond  part  within  said  calender  month,  or  period  of  260  hours  of 
Gustual  service  in  the  channel  of  the  Southwest  Pass,  and  such  other 
lervice  as  the  supervisor  may  authorize  and  direct. 

Art.  5.  It  is  moreover  expressly  and  particularly  understood  that 
the  contract  is  to  be  regarded  as  subject  in  all  respects  and  details  to 
the  approval  or  rejection  of  the  honorable  Secretary  of  War,  and  may 
be  continued  in  force  during  the  pleasure  of  the  said  Secretary,  or  so 
long  as  the  unexpended  balance  of  the  appropriation  made  by  Con- 
gress for  the  '*  removal  of  obstructions  from  the  mouth  of  the  Missis- 
Bippi"  may  subserve  this  purpose. 

In  witness  whereof,  we  have  hereunto  set  our  hands  and  affixed  our 
seals  this  nineteenth  day  of  November,  1859. 

S.  H.  LONG,  [l.  8.] 

Lieuienant  Oohnd  Topographical  Engineers. 
THOS  McCLELLAN,     [l.  s.] 
Manager  Creacent  Towboat  Company. 

In  presence  of— 

C.  L.  EiLBURN,  Captain  U.  8.  Army. 
N.  B.  Bakbr. 

Indorsements  on  the  above  contra^. 

^'  Bureau  Topooraphical  Enginbbrs, 

Ncyvember  26,  1869. 

<^  Examined  and  respectfully  recommended  to  be  approved. 

*M.  J.  ABERT, 
"  Colonel  Corps  Topographical  Engineers. 

**  War  Department,  November  26,  1859. 
"  Approved : 

«'J.  B.  YhOYD,  Secretary  of  War r 
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United  States  Topographical  Office. 

AltoUy  lUinois,  December  3,  1859. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  be  in  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  28th 
ultimo,  in  which  I  am  apprised  of  the  favorable  decision  of  the  honor- 
able Secretary  of  War  in  reference  to  the  terms  of  the  contract  con- 
cluded on  the  19th  ultimo  by  and  between  the  undersigned  and  Thomas 
McLellan,  esq.,  for  the  improvement  of  the  channel  of  the  Southwest 
Pass,  and  I  now  take  leave  to  suggest  a  mode  of  payments  under  that 
contract,  and  to  submit  the  same  for  the  approval  or  other  action  of 
the  Topographical  bureau.     The  suggestions  are  as  follows,  viz: 

1st.  That  I  present  monthly  estimates  to  the  bureau  covering  unex- 
pended balance  from  the  preceding  month,  and  including  the  monthly 
payments  to  the  contractor  in  terms  of  the  contract,  and  also  the 
monthly  payments  that  will  become  due  to  the  supervisor  on  account 
of  his  personal  services,  and  for  all  other  incidental  expenses. 

2.  That  a  requisition  of  funds,  predicated  on  each  monthly  estimate, 
be  made  to  the  bureau,  and  that  the  amount  required  agreeably  to 
said  estimate  be  placed  to  my  credit  in  the  assistant  treasury  at  New 
Orleans;  and 

3d.  That  quarterly  accounts,  covering  all  expenditures  incurred  on 
all  accounts  relating  to  the  improvement  of  the  passes,  be  rendered  by 
the  undersigned  as  usual  within  20  days  from  and  after  the  expiration 
of  each  quarter. 

In  accordance  with  the  foregoing  suggestions,  I  take  leave  to  pre- 
sent the  following  estimate  and  requi^iition  in  order  to  meet  the  exi- 
gencies likely  to  occur  under  the  new  contract  for  the  improvement  ot 
the  Southwest  Pass.     The  estimate  and  requisition  are  as  follows: 
Services  of  supervisor  for  the  current  month  of  December. .       $186  00 
Contingencies  for  the  same  month,  including  journey  of 
self  from  Alton  to  New  Orleans  and  return,  not  previ- 
ously estimated •....* » 506  2T 

Payment  for  new  contract  due  on  or  about  the  20th  of 

January  next 4,440  00 

Amount  of  estimate 5,131  27 

Deduct  unexpended  balance  on  hand  December  1,  1859  ...         131  27 

Amount  required 5,000  00 


On  the  approval  of  the  showing,  as  above,  please  cause  the  amount 
to  be  planed  to  my  credit  in  the  United  States  assistant  treasury  at 
New  Orleans,  viz:  ($5,000.) 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

8.  H.  LONG, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Topographical  Engineers. 
Colonel  J.  J.  Abbrt, 

Chief  Topographical  Engineers,  Washington,  D.  G. 
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UioiED  States  Topographical  Office, 

Alton,  Illinois,  February  9,  1860. 

Sir:  Agreeably  to  letters  recently  received  from  C.  A.  Fuller,  esq., 
supervisor  under  the  new  contract  for  opening  and  keeping  open  the 
channel  of  the  Southwest  Pass,  he  has  deemed  it  expedient  to  exchange 
the  steam  towboat  Mobile,  which  was  worked  by  two  engines,  for  the 
bowboat  Panther,  worked  by  a  single  engine;  the  latter  being  a  much 
more  powerful  boat  than  the  former,  while  the  force  required  to  work 
it,  in  his  opinion,  is  less  by  two  engineers  and  four  deck  hands  than 
was  required  to  work  the  Mobile. 

The  capacity  fjr  generating  steam  in  the  Panther,  and,  of  course, 
the  requisite  fuel  for  this  purpose,  are  far  greater  in  the  Panther  than 
in  the  Mobile,  and  the  supervisor  is  decidedly  of  the  opinion  that  a 
reduction  of  the  force  to  the  extent  above  mentioned  ought  to  be 
regarded  as  a  fair  and  adequate  offset  against  the  greater  power  and 
efficiency  of  the  Panther. 

Accordingly,  I  take  leave  to  suggest  that  the  supervisor  be  allowed 
to  reduce  the  force  on  the  Panther  to  the  extent  above  mentioned, 
provided  such  a  reduction  does  not  in  any  respect  interfere  with  or 
retard  the  progress  of  the  work  or  prevent  the  daily  examinations  and 
soundings  that  ought  to  precede  the  operations  of  the  boat,  so  long  as 
the  Panther  may  be  continued  in  the  public  service. 

The  Panther  was  substituted  in  place  of  the  Mobile  on  the  1st  in- 
stant, and  on  trial  found  far  more  efficient  and  manageable  than  its 
predecessor,  the  Mobile,  which  had  been  successfully  employed  on  the 
work  during  almost  the  entire  month  of  January  last.  As  an  exam- 
ple of  the  efficiency  of  the  latter,  the  supervisor  reports  that  a  formi- 
dable mud  lump  at  the  bar  was  reduced  Jive  feet  below  its  summit  by 
six  drags  of  the  scraper. 

BespectfuUy  submitted. 

S.  H.  LONG, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Topographical  Engineers, 

Colonel  J.  J.  Abbrt, 

Chief  Topographical  Engineers^  Washington,  D.  C. 

Indorsement. 

**  Department  of  War,  March  15,  1860. 

^'  The  recommendation  of  the  colonel  of  topographical  engineers  is 
approved. 

^'W.  R.  DRINKARD, 

**  Acting  Secretary  of  War.'* 


Bureau  of  TopoQRAPnicAL  Engineers, 

Washington,  March  19,  1860. 
Sir:  Tour  letter  of  the  9th  ultimo,  stating  that  the  supervisor  of 
the  work  of  opening  and  keeping  open  the  So\i\.\iN<?^%\.  Y«i»^  ^\.  ^^ 
mouth  of  the  Missiasippi  river  had  deemed  it  piopet  \.o  ^:L.Oci»Ai%^  *^^ 
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boat  heretofore  operating  for  oae  of  greater  power,  and  making  sug- 
gestions in  reference  thereto,  was  duly  received  and  submitted  to  the 
War  Department,  with  a  recommendation  that  the  course  suggested 
by  you  be  approved. 

The  letter  has  this  day  been  returned  with  the  approval  of  the  Act- 
ing Secretary  of  War  indorsed  thereon. 

Bespectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  J.  ABERT, 
Colonel  Corps  Topographical  EngiMCft. 
Lieut.  Colonel  S.  H.  Long, 

Corps  Topographical  Engineers^  AUon^  lUinois. 


Unitrd  Statbs  Topographical  Otfiob, 

AUon,  Illinois^  April  6,  1860. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  a  report  of  the  proceed- 
ings had  in  reference  to  the  improvement  of  the  channel  of  the  Soath- 
west  Pass  within  the  first  quarter  of  the  current  year. 

I  also  take  leave  to  submit  herewith  my  estimate  and  requisition 
for  funds  required  to  defray  the  expenditures  likely  to  be  incurred  on 
account  of  the  ^^  removal  of  obstructions  from  the  mouth  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi/' at  the  end  of  the  fourth  working  month  or  early  in  May 
next,  which  are  as  follows,  viz : 

Fourth  contract  payment $4,440  00 

Services  of  supervisor , 180  00 

Clontingencies,  including  surveys,  soundings,  &c 815  03 

5,436  03 
Deduct  unexpended  balance  on  hand 435  03 

Amount  required 5,000  00 


On  the  approval  of  the  showing  as  above,  please  cause  this  amount 
(viz:  $5,000)  to  be  placed  to  my  credit  in  the  assistant  treasury  at 
New  Orleans  on  account  of  ''removal  of  obstructions  from  mouth  of 
Mississippi." 

Bespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

8.  H.  LONG, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Topographical  Engineers, 
Colonel  J.  J.  Abbbt, 

Chief  Topographical  Engineers  J  Washington^  D.  C. 
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Ukitbd  States  Topographical  Officb, 

Altofij  lUinoiSj  April  6,  I860. 

8iB :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  briefly  upon  the  progress  of  the 
work  for  opening  and  keeping  open  the  channel  across  the  tidal  bar  at 
the  outlet  of  the  Southwest  Pass,  under  the  new  contract  during  the 
last  preceding  quarter,  viz :  the  first  quarter  of  1860. 

Agreeably  to  the  contract,  the  preparations  for  the  work  were  to 
have  been  made  ready  and  the  work  in  the  pass  commenced  on  the  20th 
of  December,  1859,  but  in  consequence  of  unexpected  and  unavoidable 
delays  in  preparing  the  outfit  of  the  requisite  craft,  machinery,  &c,, 
the  operations  on  uie  bar  could  not  be  commenced  till  the  first  of  Jan- 
uary Ibllowing. 

On  the  date  last  mentioned,  the  steamer  Mobile,  formerly  employed 
as  a  towboat  in  the  trade  between  New  Orleans  and  the  Quit',  pro- 
ceeded to  the  Southwest  Pass  with  the  dredging  apparatus  and  other 
articles  of  equipment  and  outfit,  and  with  the  entire  force  of  officers  and 
men,  as  required  by  the  contract,  and  arrived  there  on  the  same  dajjr. 

On  the  day  following,  January  2,  operations  were  commenced  in 
the  channel  across  the  bar,  which  extends  from  the  can  buoy  to  the 
margin  of  the  Gulf,  and  embraces  a  distance  of  about  one  and  a  half 
mile.  On  this  day  the  steamer  made  four  distinct  drags  downward, 
each  through  the  entire  distance  just  mentioned,  with  Long's  scraper, 
a  new  machine  designed  for  the  work  and  never  before  properly  used 
or  tested.  The  scraper  and  its  appendages,  as  also  their  arrange- 
ments and  the  connexions  of  their  parts  being  new  and  untried,  occa- 
sional fractures  and  derangement  of  parts  had  been  anticipated. 
Accordingly  sundry  slight  readjustments  were  required  on  the  first 
day's  trial  of  the  apparatus,  and  were  made  without  much  delay. 

January  3  to  15. — The  work  in  the  channel  was  prosecuted  daily, 
though  much  interrupted  by  fractures  of  the  drag  chains  and  their 
connexions  with  the  scraper.  The  progress  of  the  work  was  much 
retarded  by  sundry  other  hindrances,  such  as  foggy  weather,  strong 
winds,  storms,  vessels  aground  in  the  channel  with  towboats  tugging 
at  them,  &c.,  to  which  must  be  added  several  derangements  and  re- 
adjustments of  the  dredging  apparatus,  &c.  During  most  of  the  time 
the  dredging  machinery  appears  to  have  worked  well  and  given  satis- 
faction to  the  supervisor. 

The  number  of  drags  made  in  the  time  last  mentioned  is  not  stated 
by  the  supervisor,  but  appears  to  have  been  numerous  and  of  an  extent 
varying  from  a  quarter  to  a  half  a  mile  each. 

Agreeably  to  the  representations  of  the  supervisor,  the  Mobile  proved 
objectionable  in  two  important  respects,  viz :  first,  her  boilers  were  old 
and  so  weak  that  they  could  not  sustain  with  safety  a  working  pressure 
of  more  than  ninety  pounds  to  the  square  inch  ;  and  second,  that  her 
bowsprit  was  set  so  low  that  it  would  not  admit  the  scrapers  to  be 
raised  above  the  surface  of  the  water  beneath  it.  For  these  and  other 
less  weighty  reasons  the  supervisor  deemed  it  prudent  and  proper  to 

Srocure  a  more  safe,  powerful,  and  commodious  boat  instead  of  the 
[obile,  and  prevailed  upon  the  contractor  to  subfttitutA  tbL^?%.\!L\}cL^x^ 
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belonging  to  the  Towboat  Company,  as  better  adapted  in  all  respects 
to  the  parposes  of  dredging  than  the  Mobile. 

January  16  to  31. — During  this  time  the  Mobile  ascended  the 
river  to  New  Orleans  ;  her  officers,  crew,  dredging  machinery,  tackle, 
ifec,  were  transferred  to  the  Panther,  and  the  dredging  apparatus  re- 
ceived such  alterations,  repairs  and  renewals,  &c.,  as  were  deemed 
necessary  and  proper  for  further  operations  in  the  Southwest  Pass. 
On  the  date  last  mentioned  the  Panther  descended  to  the  Southwest 
Pass  in  readiness  to  commence  the  work  of  dredging. 

February  1. — The  Panther  commenced  work  in  the  channel  to-day, 
and  made  fifteen  successful  drags,  varying  in  length  from  a  few  rods 
to  a  mile. 

February  2. — The  work  was  commenced  in  like  manner  to  day. 
Eighteen  drags  were  made,  when,  by  unavoidable  accident,  one  of  the 
guide  timbers  of  the  scraper  was  broken.  The  rest  of  the  day  aod 
most  of  the  day  following  were  spent  in  repairing  the  scraper ;  and  on 
the  3d  February  the  first  working  month  of  26  working  days  termi- 
nated, agreeably  to  the  terms  of  the  contract,  at  about  noon,  and  pay- 
ment was  made  accordingly  in  due  time. 

The  operations  for  improving  the  channel  during  the  first  month 
have  been  too  much  interrupted  to  admit  of  any  definite  or  decisive 
results  in  proof  of  the  general  amelioration  of  the  channel,  yet  many 
cases  have  occurred  that  show  conclusively  that  the  process  of  dredging 
that  has  been  adopted  for  operation  upon  the  bottom  of  the  channel, 
and  upon  the  mud  lumps  that  more  or  less  frequently  rise  therein,  has 
proved  efficacious  in  removing  the  indurated  mud  to  depths  of  one  to 
five  feet,  thus  materially  improving  the  channel  at  sundry  places. 

It  was  confidently  expected  that  the  skill  derived  from  the  use  and 
management  of  the  boat  and  dredging  machinery  during  the  first- 
month  would  have  contributed  to  more  satisfactory  results  to  be  ob- 
tained during  the  second  month  and  there  is  very  little  doubt  that 
this  expectation  would  have  been  realized  but  for  the  damages  and 
hindrances  occasioned  to  the  dredging  apparatus  by  unexpected 
wrecks  and  other  obstructions  found  imbedded  in  the  indurated 
bottom  of  the  channel. 

The  progress  of  the  work  and  the  difficulties  encountered  in  its 
prosecution  during  the  second  month,  beginning  on  the  3d  February 
and  ending  on  the  8th  of  March  following,  are  exhibited  in  the  monthly 
report  of  the  supervisor,  a  copy  of  which  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

Report  of  operations  at  Southwest  Pasa^  Mississippi  river ^  for  working 
month  ending  March  8,  1860. 

HOQIt. 

February *3,  1860. — Time  to  credit  of  contractor,  as  per  last 

report 7J 

February  4,  1860. — Steamer  Panther,  with  scraping  appa- 
ratus attached  and  contract  force  on  board,  at  work  from  6  a.  m. 
to  5  p.  m.,  at  which  time  suspended  for  the  day,  on  account  of 
a  ship  being  on  the  bar,  and  so  much  in  the  way  as  to  endanger 

a  coUiaioUf  made  11  days,    T\m^ 11 

February  6, 1860. — M  woT\Lfeoml\«^.t£iA'^^\^,\fiL..,\ife\\i^ 
deteined  in  the  morning  \>y  fog*    IJUAa'^  dLT^%^i\wa.\^wR  ^ 
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Houis. 
»hip  grouDded  in  the  channel,  and  deepened  the  water  about 
2  feet,  enabling  her  to  go  to  sea      These  drags  required  great 
care  and  close  watching  of  the  eddy  currents  to  prevent  collision. 
Time 11 

February  7,  1860. — At  work  at  6 J  a.  m.,  but  quit  at  10^  on 
account  of  high  wind  and  heavy  swell.     Time 4 

February  8,  1860. — At  work  at  6  a.  m.  Dragged  five  times  ; 
9  a.  m.  parted  purchase  chain  and  broke  cog-wheel  of  hoisting 
gear  ;  balance  of  day  employed  in  raising  machine  from  bottom 
of  river.     Time 12 

February  9,  1860. — All  day  employed  in  repairs.    Time 12 

February  10,  I860.— At  work  at  6  a.  m.;  9  a.  m.  again 
parted  hoisting  chain.  Worked  till  6  p.  m.  in  receiving  new 
chain,  making  and  attaching  fly-wheel,  break,  &c.     Time 12 

February  11,  1860. — Worked  from  6  a.  m.  to  6.  p.  m. 
making  and  applying  whelps  to  small  en{^ine  shaft  as  a  substi- 
tute till  new  cog-wheel  arrives.     Time 12 

February  12,  1860. — Sunday.  Cog-wheel  received  and  at- 
tached.    Time 2 

February  13,  1860. — Engineers  and  mate  discharged  for 
misconduct ;  no  work  done  in  consequence.  Shipped  another 
mate  and  telegraphed  for  engineers.     Time.. 0 

February  14,  1860. — At  work  all  day  taking  oflf  chocks  from 
bowsprit,  renewing  oak  sheathing,  replacing  chocks,  shifting 
leading  sheave,  &c.,  &c.  All  contract  force  employed,  except 
1st,  2d,  and  3d  engineers.    Time 12 

February  15  and  17,  1860. — No  work  done  for  want  of  engi- 
neers. All  contract  force  on  board,  except  1st,  2d,  and  3d 
engineers.      Time 0 

February  18,  1860. — Engineers  having  arrived,  resumed 
operations  on  the  bar  at  6  a.  m.,  and  dragged  very  successfully 
and  satisfactorily,  except  that  we  were  impeded  in  our  work  by 
a  ship  aground  in  the  shoalest  part  of  the  channel,  with  two 
tow-boats  at  work  upon  her.  Finding  that  it  was  requisite 
that  the  ship  should  be  got  out  of  our  way,  if  possible,  and 
knowing  that  with  one  scraper  we  could  deepen  the  water  under 
her  bow  as  to  effect  our  purpose,  I  directed  Captain  Uinton  to 
make  the  attempt.  One  drag  was  made.  On  running  up  to 
drop  scraper  a  second  time  we  got  foul  of  the  ship,  breaking 
off  our  bowsprit  close  to  the  night-heads,  and  knocking  scraper 
frame  to  pieces,  leaving  scraper  beam  and  scrapers  on  the 
bottom.  Commenced  efforts  to  raise  wreck  ;  quit  at  6.  p.  m. 
Time 12^ 

February  19, 1860. — Sunday.  All  hands  at  work  at  6  a.  m., 
cutting  away  wreck,  &c.  Saved  only  scraper  beam  and  buckets 
attached.    Quit  work  at  dark.    Time 12J 

February  20,  I860.— At  4  a.  m.  the  Panther  left  for  the 
city,  to  have  new  bowsprit  made  and  attached  to  the  boat,  new 
scraper  frame  made,  and  damages  repaired,  New  Orleans  being 

B.  Ex.  Boo.  5 12 
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the  nearest  place  at  which  the  repairs  and  renewals  could  be 
made.     Arrived  at  7^  p.  m. 

February  21  to  29,  1860. — ^The  work  of  renewals  and  repairs 
carried  on  as  vigorously  as  practicable.  New  scraper  frame 
made ;  new  bowsprit  made  and  attached  to  boat ;  new  shaft 
and  windlasses  for  hoisting  engine  ;  new  purchase  blocks  of  a 
larger  size  for  hoisting  engine  ;  and  numerous  other  renewals 
and  additions,  which  being  made  and  provided  at  the  expense 
of  the  contractor,  and  being  also  the  result  of  unavoidable 
accident,  1  have  therefore  allowed  the  time  actually  employed, 
and  during  which  the  whole  contract  force  was  employed. 
Time 69} 

March  1,  1860. — Arrived  at  Southwest  Pass  at  11  a.  m.,and 
found  channel  blocked  by  two  ships  aground,  and  five  steam- 
boats working  at  them.  After  attaching  and  regulating  drag 
chains,  and  hoisting  and  lowering  machine,  there  being  no 
room  to  work  to  advantage  on  the  shoal  part  of  the  bar,  spent 
the  balance  of  the  day  in  making  thorough  soundings,  by  port 
and  starboard  leads,  from  the  Panther.  Found  the  channel 
very  lumpy,  arid  with  less  water  than  there  has  been  this 
season — say  14  feet  at  mean  low  water.  Quit  work  at  6^  p.  m. 
Time TJ 

March  2, 1860. — At  work  at  6  a.  m.  On  hoisting  scraper  the 
first  time,  the  hook  of  purchase  block,  made  of  2^-inch  iron, 
broke,  letting  everything  go  by  the  run.  Rigged  temporary 
purchase,  and  hoisted  machine  high  enough  to  get  at  the  block. 
Engineer  and  blacksmiths  commenctid  repairs.     Time 10 

March  3,  1860. — All  day  making  shackles  and  guides  for 
blocks,  (to  replace  hooks,)  and  re-rigging  hoisting  gear.    Time     10 

March  4,  1860. — Sunday.  In  consideration  of  the  bad  con- 
dition of  the  bar,  and  of  the  time  unavoidably  lost  the  past 
week^  the  captain  concluded  to  work  to-day.  Clommenced  at 
6  a.  m.  At  9  a.  m.,  whilst  making  the  sixth  drag  with  scraper 
down  to  16  feet,  struck  some  obstruction,  bringing  up  suddenly, 
breaking  port  drag  chain,  (1^-inch  iron,)  and  shattering  star- 
board guide  timber  for  10  teet;  started  top  wedge  between 
cheek  timbers,  and  starboard  wedge  between  guide  and  cheek. 
Repaired  damages  temporarily,  and  at  11  a.  m.  recommenced 
dragging.  Much  interrupted  during  the  day  by  ship  on  the 
bar,  with  four  boats  working  on  her.  Made,  however^  12 
drags  over  outer  lump  in  13^  feet  water.  Bottom  very  hard. 
Quit  work  at  6^  p.  m.     Time 11^ 

March  5, 1860. — Heavy  fog  at  daylight.  Cleared  at  8  a.  m. 
Commenced  work,  but  fog  soon  closed  again  ;  dragged  once,  but 
could  do  nothing  to  advantage  ;  too  many  ships  and  tow-boats 
on  the  bar.  Anchored  and  put  iron  clamps  on  guide  timbers  to 
repair  damage  of  yesterday.  Resumed  dragging  under  same 
disadvantages.  On  the  fourth  drag,  5  p.  m.,  struck  the  same 
obstacle  probably  as  yesterday,  breaking  the  port  drag  chain 
Again  and  badly  sliatteriiig  \.\i^  V>^o^  Ix^xci^.    Qi^\»OeAk\i.Q\L 
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board,  made  new  liDk,  shipped  up  again,  and  at  6^  p.  m.  all 

ready  for  work  to-morrow.     Time 10^ 

March  6,  1860. — At  work  at  6  a.  m.  Fog  heavy  on  the  bar. 
Sounded  channel ;  bottom  lumpy ;  water  varying  from  thir- 
teen and  a  half  to  seventeen  feet  on  shoalest  part.  Employed 
time,  while  blacksmith  and  carpenter  were  engaged  in  repair^ 
ing  damages  to  scraper  frame,  in  replacing  our  buoys  that  had 

"been  carried  away.     Quit  work  at  6  p.  m      Time »...         12 

March  7, 1860. — Foggy  morning.  Much  interrupted  to-day 
by  a  ship  aground,  and  tow-boats  working  at  her.  More  or 
less  fog  all  day  ;  made,  however,  fourteen  drags.  Quit  on  ac- 
count of  fog  at  5^  p.  m.     Time 11^ 

March  8,  1860. — Foggy  morning.  Commenced  at  6  a.  m. 
Made  our  drags  with  difficulty,  both  on  account  of  fog  and  the 
danger  of  collision  with  the  same  ship  on  the  bar,  and  her  tow- 
boats.  On  the  tenth  drag  struck  an  obstacle,  (probably  an 
anchor,  or  the  old  iron  harrow  lost  by  a  former  contractor,) 
which  tore  oflf  the  scrapers  or  buckets  from  the  iron  plate  at- 
taching them  to  the  scraper  beam  ;  one  bucket  only  being  left, 
and  that  one  being  twisted  and  torn  off,  with  the  exception  of 
a  few  rivets  on  one  end.  After  thus  losing  our  bucket,  we 
made  twelve  more  drags  with  the  scraper  beam  and  sheet  iron 
lip  attached,  and  sounding  and  dragging  in  search  of  the 
'*  obstacle."  The  soundings  shows  a  decided  improvement  in 
the  cnannel  (a  narrow  one)  in  which  we  have  worked,*'there 
being  not  less  than  fifteen  and  a  half  feet  at  mean  low  tide — a 
gain  of  two  leet.     Quit  work  at  6^  p.  m.     Time 12^ 

Total 265i 

Second  working  month 260 

si 


Ijeaving  on  the  9th  of  March  five  and  three-quarter  hours  to  credit 
of  contractor  at  commencement  of  third  month. 

Daring  the  time  allowed  as  above  for  the  second  working  month, 
the  whole  contract  force  required  has  been  employed,  all  of  which 
i^ras  competent  and  efficient.  The  mate  and  engineers  that  were  dis- 
charged were  competent  men,  but  were  insubordinate. 

The  numerous  disasters  and  accidents  to  the  scraping  apparatus, 
&c.,  that  have  occurred  during  the  past  month,  have  prevented  any 
marked  improvement  from  being  made  in  the  '^  channel  of  the  South- 
west Pass. ' '  The  work  done,  however,  has  demonstrated  the  efficiency 
of  the  scraping  apparatus  in  deepening  the  channel,  where  it  could 
be  worked  continuously  for  any  length  of  time.  The  breakages  have 
been  the  result  of  unforeseen  and  unavoidable  causes.  The  plan  of 
operations,  viz :  that  of  scraping  out  into  deep  water  the  hard  blue 
clay  of  which  the  mud  lumps  are  composed^  is  doubtless  the  correct 
one.  Simply  stirring  up,  or  raking,  will  not  effect  vt>^t\!L<^  ^>^\x^\i^ 
not  being'  etrong  enough  to  carry  out  ftie  \i^«k7^  \xi«b\«t\»JL»     ii^V^^rt^'^ 
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has  been  used  under  a  former  contract,  but  successfully  only  when  a 
scraper  was  attached  to  drag  otU  this  tenacious  blue  clay.  The  ap- 
paratus now  in  use  I  consider  the  best  adapted  to  the  purpose,  pro- 
vided it  can  be  worked  with  fewer  breakages  than  we  have  experienced. 
That  this  can  be  done  by  making  all  its  parts  and  appendages  suffi- 
ciently strong  I  am  satinfied.  The  contractor  has  evinced  a  willing- 
ness to  thoroughly  test  this  apparatus,  and  has  spared  no  expense  for 
the  purpose.  And  on  our  resumption  of  work,  after  the  construction 
of  the  new  scrapers  required  to  replace  those  lost,  I  am  in  hopes  of  re- 
porting more  satisfactory  progress  towards  the  improvement  of  the 
•channel. 

C.  A.  FULLER,  Supervisor. 

The  foregoing  report,  comprising  a  journal  of  the  i)roceeding8,  &c., 
for  the  working  month  ending  on  the  8th  of  March,  1860,  exhibits 
the  nature  and  magnitude  of  the  difficulties  encountered  in  the  prose- 
cution of  the  work  during  the  month.  Great  and  multiplied  as  the 
diflBculties  have  been,  they  do  not  probably  surpass  those  that  have 
always  been  attendant  on  the  various  modes  of  operation  heretofore 
resorted  to  for  the  improvement  of  the  channel  of  the  Southwest  Pass. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

S.  H.  LONG, 
Lieut.  Col.  Top.  Engineers. 
Col.  J.  J.  Abert, 

Chief  Top.  Engineers^  Washington^  D.  C. 


United  States  Topographical  Office, 

AUon,  Illinois^  April  18,  1860. 

Sir:  Having  recently  received  a  report  from  the  supervisor  of  the 
Southwest  Pass  relating  to  the  progress  made  in  the  improvement  of 
•its  channel  during  the  third  working  month  under  the  new  contract, 
I  am  glad  to  inform  the  Topographical  bureau  that  it  has  been,  espe- 
cially during  the  latter  half  of  the  months  far  greater  and  more  satis- 
factory than  that  of  the  preceding  two  months. 

The  very  serious  accident  occasioned  by  the  formidable  wreck  im- 
bedded in  the  indurated  mud  at  the  bottom  of  the  channel,  as  noticed 
in  my  report  of  the  6th  instant,  caused  a  suspension  of  active  operations 
in  the  channel  from  the  8th  to  the  17th  of  March.  On  this  date  all 
needful  repairs  and  renewals  having  been  accomplished,  the  Panther 
resumed  work  in  the  channel,  and  continued  to  operate  successfully 
and  with  slight  interruptions  only  till  the  end  of  the  working  month, 
which  terminated  on  the  8th  instant. 

With  the  exception  of  the  delay  occasioned  by  the  serious  accident 
above  mentioned,  most  of  the  interruptions  that  have  been  incident  to 
the  work  have  been  caused  by  defects  and  imperfections  in  the  chains 
and  other  iron  work  of  the  machinery  pertaining  to  the  dredging  ap- 
paratus. To  these  causes  of  hindrance  must  be  added  also  the  fre- 
quent alternations  of  foggy  and  bov^t^rous  weather,  the  obstruction  of 
the  channel  by  vessels  agTOUud,  aiA  \>[i^  ^a^^  a^\  %Q\£ksNl\\aa,^  \;va\irlY 


I 


MISSISSIPPI   RIYER,   ETC. 


181 


passage  of  vessels  propelled  by  tow-boats  through  the  chaDuel  across 
the  bar  in  both  directioDs,  besides  numerous  other  detentions  for  coal- 
ing, procuring  supplies  of  various  kinds,  &o. 

Among  the  items  of  information  contained  in  the  report  of  the 
supervisor  are  sundry  results  derived  from  his  examinations  and 
soundings,  made  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  nature  and  extent 
of  the  changes  produced  in  the  channel  by  the  prosecution  of  the  work 
under  his  supervision. 

In  his  last  report  the  supervisor  remarks  as  follows,  viz:  ^*  It  will 
be  perceived  that  since  the  return  of  the  Panther,  on  the  16th  ultimo, 
and  particularly  since  the  substitution  of  braced  drag  chains^  that  the 
scraping  apparatus  has  performed  well,  and  that  no  serious  accident 
has  occurred  to  interrupt  or  delay  the  work.  From  the  greater  facility 
with  which  vessels  are  now  towed  both  in  and  out  over  the  bar,  as 
well  as  from  a  comparison  of  the  soundings  herewith  submitted,  it 
appears  that  a  decided  improvement  has  already  been  effected  in  the 
cnannel.  The  scraping  apparatus,  now  that  it  is  better  understood 
and  managed,  performs  as  well  as  could  be  desired." 

From  two  distinct  series  of  double  soundings  taken  by  the  super- 
visor, viz:  the  first  taken  on  the  19th  of  March,  and  the  second  on  the 
2d  of  April  following,  I  have  compiled  the  following  synopsis,  which 
will  exemplify  the  beneficial  results  that  have  been  obtained  from  the 
mode  of  dredging  adopted  under  the  new  contract  for  the  working 
month  ending  on  the  8th  instant.  Both  of  the  series  commence 
within  the  margin  of  the  Gulf  at  soundings  indicating  a  depth  of 
about  20  feet,  and  extend  upward  in  the  dredged  channel  about 
half  a  mile.     The  synopsis  of  the  soundings  is  as  follows  : 

Average  of  first  dovhle  series  of  March  19,  1860,  contrasted  with  that  of 
the  second  double  series  of  April  2,  1860. 
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The  changes  indicated  in  the  synopsis  have  occured  within  a  period 
of  14  days,  during  which  the  Panther  and  the  dredging  apparatus  ap- 
pear to  have  operated  favorably  and  quite  as  successfully  as  had  been 
anticipated. 

An  inspection  of  the  synopsis  will  show  that  the  soundings  indicated 
in  sets  No.  4  to  8,  inclusive,  exhibit  a  greatet  d^^\Jc\.ol  Ocv»»w\i^  wi.'O^^ 
19tb  of  March  than  on  the  2d  of  April*,  w\i\\e  mmci^X.  ^1  \X^^  ^"^^^  ^^"^^ 


182  MISSISSIPPI  BIVER,  ETC. 

tlie  depth  on  the  2d  of  April  exceeds  the  depth  on  the  19th  of  March. 
This  anomally  has,  no  doubt,  been  produced  by  the  upheaving  of  the 
bottom  of  the  channel,  which  has  taken  place  at  and  below  the  crest 
or  pitch  of  the  bar  during  the  intermediate  time.  The  supervisor  has 
observed  that  a  large  mud  lump  in  the  same  neighborhood,  and  within 
the  time  mentioned,  has  been  thrust  upward  from  a  considerable  depth 
below  the  surface  of  the  water  to  the  height  of  about  3  feet  above  the 
same  surface. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

S.  H.  LONG, 
Lieut.  Cd.  Top.  EngWs. 
Col.  J.  J.  Abert, 

Chief  Top.  Engineers,  Washington,  D.  C. 


United  States  Topographical  Office, 

Alton,  Illinois,  April  21,  1860. 

Sir  :  The  propriety  of  an  inspection  of  the  Southwest  Pass  and  of 
the  Pass  a  1' Outre  during  the  present  vernal  season,  for  the  purpose 
of  examining  their  relative  condition  and  the  result  of  the  operations 
in  progress  in  the  former  at  the  time  of  the  inspection,  is  respectfully 
submitted. 

Any  orders  or  instructions  you  may  think  proper  to  give  in  relation 
to  the  service  proposed  as  above  will  be  cheerfully  complied  with. 
KespectfuUy,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  H.  LONG, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Top'l  Engineers. 
Colonel  J.  J.  Abbrt, 

Chief  Top*l  Engineers,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Bureau  of  Topographical  Engineers, 

Washington,  April  26,  1860. 

Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  21st  instant,  suggesting  the  propriety  of  an 
inspection  of  the  Southwest  Pass  and  Pass  &  T Outre,  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Mississippi  river,  during  the  present  season,  for  the  purpose  of  ex- 
amining their  relative  condition,  and  the  result  of  the  operations  in 
progress,  has  been  received. 

You  are  authorized  to  proceed  to  the  Southwest  Pass  and  Pass  a 
rOutre  for  this  purpose  at  such  time  as  you  may  deem  it  necessary. 
KespectfuUy,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  J.  ABERT, 
Colonel  Corps  Top'l  Engineers. 
Lieutenant  Colonel  8.  B.,  lio^ci, 

Corps  Top'l  Eugxtieexi^  AUcfa,TOM«A», 
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United  States  Topographical  Office, 

AltoUy  Illinois y  June  6,  1860. 

Sir  :  Pursuant  to  instructions  from  the  Topographical  bureau,  dated 
on  the  26th  of  April  last,  I  have  performed  a  tour  of  inspection  at 
Pass  a  rOutre  and  Southwest  Pass  of  the  Mississippi,  and  now  have 
the  honor  to  submit  the  results  of  my  examinations  at  these  passes. 

The  general  aspect  of  the  passes  at  and  near  the  tidal  bar  appears 
to  have  been  considerably  changed  since  the  date  of  my  last  previous 
inspection,  made  in  September,  1868. 

The  mud  lumps  that  present  themselves  above  water  at  and  near 
the  outlets  of  both  passes  are  obviously  less  frequent,  less  extensive, 
and  less  elevated  above  the  surface  of  the  water,  and  the  channel 
beds  are  apparently  much  softer  and  more  yielding  in  general  than 
they  were  in  1858. 

The  volume  of  water  flowing  through  Pass  k  1' Outre  (which  is  a 
pass  branching  eastward  from  the  old  Southeast  Pass)  seems  consider- 
ably enlarged,  probably  by  an  increasing  supply  of  water  derived  from 
the  Southeast  Pass.  The  channel  by  which  we  approach  the  tidal  bar 
in  Pass  &  TOutre  is  evidently  broader  and  deeper,  and  reaches  the 
bar  at  a  point  considerably  further  down  ;  the  distance  across  the  bar 
is  much  reduced  ;  the  bottom  of  the  channel  is  much  softer  and  more 
readily  abraded  by  currents  of  water.  The  width  of  the  channel  at 
its  entrance  into  the  Gulf,  however,  is  reduced  to  a  width  not  exceed- 
ing 80  feet,  while  its  depth  is  18  to  20  feet  in  this  narrow  gorge  of 
the  channel. 

The  following  tabulations  of  soundings  taken  in  Pass  a  TOutre  on 
the  19th  May  last  will  show  the  depths  of  water  found  not  only  in 
the  deepest  channel  leading  across  the  tidal  bar,  but  in  that  leading 
upward  from  the  bar  through  Pass  Sl  T  Outre  and  the  old  Southeast 
Pass  to  the  common  head  of  the  passes. 

The  channel  across  the  bar,  though  somewhat  indirect,  and  at  its 
entrance  into  the  Gulf  restricted  to  a  width  not  exceeding  80  feet, 
affords  a  depth  of  18  feet  or  more,  except  at  three  of  the  soundings 
which  were  made  at  or  a  little  above  the  crest  of  the  bar,  where  the 
depths  of  16J,  17^,  and  ITJ  occurred. 

The  bed  of  the  channel  was  found  to  be  soft  throughout  the  entire 
distance  across  the  bar.  The  width  and  depth  of  the  channel  above 
the  bar  are  very  considerably  greater  at  this  time  than  they  were  at 
my  last  previous  inspection  in  1858,  while  the  width  in  the  narrowest 
place,  as  before  mentioned,  does  not  exceed  80  feet. 

In  passing  upward  to  the  common  head  of  the  passes,  soundings 
were  taken  at  intervals  of  about  half  a  mile  asunder,  for  the  purpose 
of  giving  some  idea  of  the  increased  depth  of  the  channel  at  successive 
points  above  the  bar. 

The  tabulations  are  as  follows,  viz : 

Mid-channel  soundings  in  Pass  &  V  Outre. 

Average  of  a  series  of  mid-channel  soundings,  in  feet,  beginning  in 
deep  water  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  and  aacendmg  a^to^^  \Xift  \I\\iiN\^x.  ^ 
as  taken  on  the  19th  of  May,  1860. 
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Table  1. 


I--- 


27  8.,  22^  8.,  21^  8.,  20  8.,  16|  8.,  17^  s.,  17i  s.,  18|  8.,  24  8.,  21^  ^^ 

21  8.,  21  8.,  21  8.,  21f  8.,  21  8.,  20^  h.,  22  h.,  19^  8.,  21  8.,  20^  h^*' 
204  h.,  20i  8  ,  20  8.,  24  8.,  21J  8  ,  21  s.,  21  8.,  20  8.,  21  8.,  21  '' 
2l|  8  ,  21i  8.,  22  h.,  22i  8.,  21i  8.,  22J  8.,  24  8.,  22  8.,  21 J  8.,  21 J  '' 
2l|  8  ,  22  8  ,  22  8.,  22  8.,  21^  s  ,  24  8.,  24  8.,  24  8.,  22  8.,  2t         '' 

22  8.,  24  8.,  2]^  a.,  24  8.,  21  8.,  24  8.,  24  8.,  21  s.,  24  8.,  21W  s'' 

24  8.,  24  8.,  24  8.,  21  8.,  21  8  ,  21  8.,  24  8.,  24  8.,  2l  8  ,  22  8.,  2  ^ ^' 

Mid'cliannel  soundings  in  Pass  ct  VOutre^  from  the  bar  upward  to   /^ 

head  of  the  passes,  taken  on  the  \9th  of  May,  1860,  at  intervals  of       /      ^ 
about  half  a  mile  apart.  |  ^^ 

Tablb  2.  \  xff 

24  8.,  25  8.,  26  8.,  30  8.,  25  8.,  28  8  ,  32  8.,  37  8.,  42  8.,  48  8.,43|8.^  i 

40^  8.,  45  8.,  40^  8.,  63  8.,  46^  8.,  63  8.,  48  8.,  39  8.,  34  s.,  27  8.  ^ 
80UDdiDg8,  in  feet,  a8  before. 

N.  B. — The  letter8  h  and  »,  annexed  to  the  80unding8  as  above,  indi — ^ 
cate  the  character  of  the  bottom  whether  hard  or  soft. 

Having  completed  my  examinations  of  Pass  &  TOutre  on  the  19tl]^^^^ 
of  May,  1  proceeded  to  the  Southwest  Pass,  and  engaged  in  the  exami- — ^' 
nation  of  the  channel  of  this  pass  and  of  the  work  in  progress  thereat""* 
on  the  2l8t  of  the  same  month. 

With  respect  to  the  wing  dam  heretofore  constructed  in  the  South ^' 

west  Pass,  under  the  contract  of  Craig  &  Rightor,  the  utility  of  which  -^> 
in  my  estimation,  has  always  been  regarded  as  doubtful,  at  least  hal  -^' 
of  the  structure,  counting  the  numerous  breaches  that  have  been  mad^^  -® 
in  different  parts  of  its  line,  has  been  demolished  and  swept  away  b^  ^J 
storms  and  billows,  and  its  beneficial  results,  if  any,  are  hardly  apprc^^' 
ciable  at  this  time.  It  may  also  be  observed  in  this  connexion  thiMSi 
the  much  shorter  wing  dam  constructed  by  the  same  contractors  L  y  p 
Pass  i,  r Outre,  though  much  less  deranged  by  storms,  remains  qui  *e 
as  uselebs  as  that  of  the  Southwest  Pass.  ^  

The  examinations  made  on  the  21st  of  May,  with  respect  to  tlfcie 
channel  leading  across  the  tidal  bar  of  the  Southwest  Pass,  contiu*^fl 
the  results  exhibited  in  the  following  table : 

Mid-channel  soundings  in  Southwest  Pass.  / 

Average  of  a  series  of  mid-channel  soundings,  in  feet,  beginning  h 
deep  water  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  and  ascending  across  the  tidal  bar,  ^ 

as  taken  on  the  21st  of  May,  1860. 
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Tablb  3, 

30  8.,  27  8.,  21i  8.,  21  8.,  19i  8.,  18i  8.,  18  8.,  18  8.,  19  h.,  19i  h., 
l^  h.,  18  h.,  18  8.,  18  h.,  18i  8.,  18^  8.,  18^  8.,  18|  8.,  18  h.,  \S\  8., 

19i  8.,  19  8.,  19  8.,  19  8.,  19  8.,  19  8.,  19  8.,  19  8.,  19J  8.,  19  8.,  18^  8., 

19|  8.,  18^  8.,  18^  8.,  18^  8.,  19^  8.,  18^  8.,  18  8.,  18  8.,  18^  h.,  18|  8., 

18  s.,  19  8  ,  18i  h.,  18  h.,  18i  h.,  18i  h.,  18^  h.,  18^  h.,  19  h.,  18J  h., 

19  h.,  19  h.,  19  h.,  19  h.,  19  h.,  19  h.,  19  h.,  19J  h.,  i9J  h.,  18^  h., 
18i  h.,  19  h.,  19  h.,  19  h.,  19  8.,  18^  8.,  19  8.,  18^  8.,  19  h.,  18|  h., 
18  h  ,  18  h.,  18  h.,  18i  h.,  19  8.,  19  8.  19  8.,  20  s.,  19^  8.,  19i  h., 
19i  h.,  20  8.,  20  8.,  21  h.,  20^  h.,  20  h.,  20  h. 

At  it8  entrance  from  above,  at  and  near  the  can  buoy,  the  channel  i8 
broad,  and  ha8  a  depth  of  at  least  20  feet.  In  descending,  its  direction 
is  nearly  straight,  while  its  width  gradually  diminishes  till  we  arrive 
at  the  crest  or  pitch  of  the  bar,  where  its  width  is  about  150  feet.  The 
bottom  of  the  channel  is  invariably  soft,  which  has  no  doubt  resulted 
in  part,  if  not  mainly,  from  the  numerous  drags  of  the  scraper  to 
which  it  has  been  subjected;  the  whole  number  of  drags  hitherto  made 
having  amounted  to  about  2,000. 

In  this  connexion,  I  take  occasion  to  introduce  a  table  of  soundings, 
taken  at  intervals  of  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  apart  from  the 
can  buoy  upward  to  the  head  of  the  passes,  the  distance  being  about 
14  miles. 

Mid-channel  soundings  in  Southwest  Pass,  from  the  bar  upioards  to  the 
head  of  the  passes,  taken  on  the  \9th  of  May,  1860,  at  intervals  of 
about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  apart. 

Tablb  4. 

20  h.,  22  h.,  23  s.,  25  s.,  28  s.,  30  s.,  30  s.,  60  s.,  75  h.,  45  h.,  69  s., 
60  8.,  50  8.,  48  8.,  39  s.,  34  s.,  30  s.,  27  s. 

By  comparing  this  table  with  table  2,  it  will  be  apparent  that  the 
volume  of  water  flowing  downward  in  the  Southwest  Pass  is  consider- 
ably greater  than  that  passing  downward  in  the  Southeast  Pass,  the 
channel  of  theformer  being  generally  broader  and  deeper  than  ttiat 
of  the  Southeast  Pass,  of  which  Pass  Sl  I'Outre  is  the  main  navigable 
outlet  and  channel  to  the  open  Gulf. 

The  bottom  of  the  channels  across  the  tidal  bar  in  both  passes  ap- 
pear softer  and  more  yielding  than  they  were  in  September,  1858,  and 
the  crest  or  pitch  of  the  bar,  at  the  mouths  of  both,  appear  to  have 
advanced  some  150  or  200  feet  further  into  the  Gulf. 

Brief  account  and  description  of  the  wa^er  craft,  machinery,  dredging 
apparo4,us,  and  force  employed  in  opening  and  keeping  open  the  channel 
of  the  Southwest  Pass  in  the  month  of  May,  1860. 

Ist.  A  steam  tow-boat.  Panther,  with  side  vrlieel^,    li^\i^j3^^1\iw^^ 
on  deck,  155  feet;  breadth,  from  out  to  out  ot  ^V^dOc^au^^^^V^.'^^^v^ 
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depth  of  hold,  11  feet;  capacity,  350  tons.  Five  steam-boilers,  42 
inches  in  diameter  and  28  feet  long  ;  one  working  steam  cylinder,  28 
inches  in  diameter  and  nine  feet  stroke.  The  whole  properly  supplied 
with  suitable  cables,  chains,  tackle,  tools,  and  all  other  needful  arti- 
cles, helps,  and  accommodations. 

2d.  A  powerful  scraper  of  triangular  form,  having  a  base  beam  of 
oak,  12  by  24  inches,  and  18  feet  long,  with  suitable  cheek  and  guide 
timbers  rising  about  32  feet  above  the  beam.  To  the  lower  side  of  the 
beam  are  firmly  attached  fiFO  semi-cylindrical  scrapers  of  boiler  iron, 
with  their  convexities  downward,  which  serve  to  scrape  the  bottom  of 
the  channel  to  an  aggregate  width  of  a  little  more  than  15  feet,  and  to 
a  depth  of  more  than  18  inches  at  every  drag  of  the  scraper.  The 
quantity  of  mud,  whether  soft  or  hard,  displaced  and  forced  through 
the  concavities  of  the  scrapers  at  every  drag  is  at  least  equivalent  to  131 
cubic  yards  tor  each  and  every  hundred  yards  in  the  length  of  the 
drag. 

By  reason  of  sundry  defects  and  imperfections  in  the  construction  of 
the  scraper  frame  and  its  scrapers,  and  more  especially  on  account  of 
injuries  done  to  them  by  accidents  that  have  happened  to  several 
of  their  parts  while  in  the  act  of  dredging,  and  by  reason  also  of  de- 
fects and  mistakes  discovered  in  the  dimensions,  arrangements,  and 
combinations  of  their  several  parts,  it  has  been  deemed  advisable  to 
have  an  entire  new  scraper  constructed.  The  supervisor  has  accord- 
ingly been  directed  to  have  this  object  accomplished  in  conformity  to 
plans  caret uUy  executed,  and  special  instructions  given  for  this  pur- 
pose. 

The  height  of  the  scraper  frame  now  in  use  is  32  feet  above  the 
beam;  that  of  the  contemplated  new  scraper  is  to  be  35  feet.  The 
length  of  the  beam  of  the  former  is  18  feet;  that  of  the  latter  is  to  be 
20  feet.  The  thickness  of  the  boiler  iron  of  the  scrapers  is  about 
^V  of  an  inch;  that  of  the  new  scrapers,  &c  ,  is  to  be  f  of  an  inch. 
The  boltfi  confining  the  scrapers  to  the  beam  have,  in  many  instances, 
been  inserted  in  wrong  places,  and  do  not  bind  the  scrapers  to  the 
beam  with  sufficient  force. 

3d.  The  two  drag  chains,  by  which  the  scrapers  are  dragged  or 
forced  through  the  mud,  are  attached  to  the  ends  of  the  beam,  and 
extend  aft  along  the  sides  of  the  boat's  hull  72  feet  from  the  beam, 
and  at  that  distance  are  firmly  connected  with  the  boat's  gunwales 
beneath  her  guards. 

The  drag  chains  first  procured  for  this  purpose  were  of  IJ-inch 
round  iron,  but  in  consequence  of  being  made  of  bad  iron  they  proved 
inadequate  to  resist  the  severe  strains  to  which  they  were  subjected. 
After  breaking  repeatedly,  and  occasioning  severe  damages  to  the 
scraper  and  serious  interruptions  to  the  progress  of  the  work,  other 
chains,  made  of  better  iron,  proved  and  duly  tested,  were  substituted, 
and  although  of  1^-inch  iron  as  before,  have  effectually  withstood 
the  heaviest  strains  to  which  they  have  been  exposed. 

4th.  The  operations  of  the  scraper  are  effected  and  regulated  by  a 
Bmall  steam-engine  placed  on  tlv^  forecastle  of  the  tow-boat.  The  en- 
gine has  a  working  cylindeT  \^  \xi^^  Vti  ^\^\si^\Kt^  ^^^  %» v«cy&et 
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stroke,  and  serres  to  lower  and  hoist  the  scraper  as  occasion  may 
require. 

6th.  The  dredging  is  effected  by  lowering  or  dropping  the  scraper 
(which  is  situated  two  or  three  feet  in  advance  of  the  bow  of  the  boat) 
at  the  head  of  the  bar,  and  backing  downward  with  the  current,  stern 
foremost,  the  scrapers  being  dragged  along  the  bottom  of  the  channel 
till  they  arrive  at  a  depth  of  19  or  20  feet  on  the  Gulf  side  of  the  bar, 
when  the  scraper  is  hoisted  from  the  bottom,  and  the  boat  ascends 
bow  foremost  to  the  upper  side  of  the  bar  for  another  drag.  The 
operations  are  continued  in  like  manner  during  the  recess  of  the  tide, 
and  whenever  the  weather  will  permit. 

The  number  of  drags  made  during  the  fourth  contract  month,  end- 
ing on  the  8th  day  of  May  last,  was  no  less  than  785. 

6th.  The  small  craft  for  use,  in  connexion  with  the  Panther,  con- 
sists of  a  whale  boat,  similar  to  the  boats  used  by  the  pilots  of  the 
passes,  and  a  well-built  skiff  or  yawl,  with  oars,  sails,  awnings,  &o., 
complete  for  both. 

7th.  The  force  employed  to  work  the  Panther,  scraper,  &c.,  com- 
prises a  captain  and  mate ;  a  first,  second,  and  third  engineer ;  a 
steersman  ;  a  carpenter  ;  a  steward  ;  a  cook  ;  a  cabin  boy  ;  four  fire- 
men ;  seven  deck  hands,  and  a  washwoman  ;  in  all,  twenty-one  indi- 
viduals ;  all  of  whom  appear  industrious,  sober,  and  well  fitted  for 
their  respective  stations,  and  perform  with  alacrity  their  proper  duties, 
under  the  judicious  command  of  Charles  H.  Andrews,  esq.,  their  ex- 
perienced and  skilful  captain. 

I  hereto  subjoin,  in  tabular  form,  a  series  of  average  soundings 
taken  by  the  supervisor  on  the  9th  of  April  last,  being  the  first  day 
of  the  fourth  contract  month,  and  another  similar  series  taken  on  the 
7th  day  of  May  following,  being  near  the  end  of  the  same  month, 
which  terminated  on  the  8th  of  May. 

Tablb  6. 


April9.. 
Miy  7.. 

25 

16i 

18 

26 

27 

!:t 

17* 
2l| 

IS! 

11' 

194 
17} 

p 

18 
18 

18 
17 

17 

in 

ISI 

17 
17} 

m 

April  9.. 
May  7.. 

16} 

17} 
16^ 

17 
17} 

IJi 

i^ 

16f 

1?1 

17J 
17} 

17} 

n} 

17} 
18 

11' 

18} 
181 

The  soundings  recorded  in  the  foregoing  table  are  derived  from  the 
monthly  report  of  the  supervisor,  dated  on  the  8th  of  May  last,  and 
show  that  a  considerable  improvement  has  been  made  in  the  channel 
during  the  fourth  contract  month. 

The  same  soundings,  compared  with  those  contained  in  table  3,  as 
hereinbefore  presented,  show  that  the  improvement  made  between  the 
7th  and  2l8t  of  May  last  is  considerably  greater  than  that  made  during 
the  preceding  month.  A  comparative  synopsis  of  the  soundings  taken 
on  the  7th  and  on  the  21st  days  of  May  is  as  follows,  viz : 
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May  7.. 
May  21.. 

25 
27 

27 
19J 

18} 
18 

?it 

m 

18 

18 
18J 

17J 
18| 

17 
19 

18 
19 

17 
19i 

in 

19} 

IS! 

17} 
1« 

18 

May  7.. 
May  31.. 

18 
1«} 

ItiJ 

16i 
19 

15* 

I7i 
19 

16| 
19} 

18 

17i 
19 

17i 
19 

15i 

18 
18 

18 
19 

1.1 

An  inspection  of  this  table  will  show  that  the  improvement  made 
in  the  channel  since  the  7th  of  May  has  been  more  apparent  than  it 
was  prior  to  that  date. 

In  conclusion,  and  in  further  illustration  of  the  improvement  of  the 
channel,  I  take  leave  to  add  that  at  an  early  dnte  in  May  a  large  ves- 
sel of  heavy  burden,  drawing  about  nineteen  feet,  was  dragged  across 
the  bar  by  the  aid  of  no  less  than  seven  tow-boats  attached  to  it.  On 
the  26th  of  the  same  month  it  was  reported  that  a  loaded  vessel,  the 
ship  Planter,  drawing  a  little  more  than  twenty  feet,  was  dragged 
over  the  bar  by  the  aid  of  two  tow-boats  only. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

8.  H.  LONG, 
LietU.  Cd.  Top'l  Eng^rs. 

Colonel  J.  J.  Abbrt, 

Uhief  Top'l  EngWsy  Washington,  D,  O. 


Treasury  Department, 
Third  Auditor's  Office,  October  27,  I860. 

Sir  :  I  respectfully  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
17th  instant,  transmitting  a  copy  of  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Bep- 
resentatives  of  the  16th  April  last,  requesting  the  Secretary  of  War 
to  report  to  the  House  the  entire  action  of  his  department  in  reference 
to  an  appropriation  by  Congress  to  remove  obstructions  to  navigation 
in  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi  river,  at  the  Southwest  Pass  and  Pass 
i,  rOutre,  and,  in  compliance  with  your  request  to  be  supplied  with 
information  in  regard  to  the  payments  made  under  the  contracts  en- 
tered into,  and  particularly  in  reference  to  the  payments  made  through 
this  office  under  the  contracts  of  Messrs.  Craig  &  Kightor,  have  to  state: 

Two  contracts  were  entered  into  by  Captain  H.  G.  Wright,  of  corps 
of  engineers,  acting  in  behalf  of  the  Engineer  department  of  the  United 
States,  with  Messrs.  Craig  &  Rightor,  on  the  13th  of  November,  1856. 
One,  to  be  completed  September  13,  1857,  for  opening  a  straight  ship 
channel  through  the  Southwest  Pass  of  the  Mississippi  river  into  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico,  of  a  width  throughout  its  whole  length  of  not  less  than 
300  feet,  and  a  depth  of  not  less  than  20  feet  below  the  level  of  ordinary 
low  water,  for  the  sura  of  $125,000 ;  and  for  keeping  open  the  said 
straight  channel,  with  the  width  and  depth  above  specified,  for  the 
term  ot  four  and  a  bait  yeata  BA\.fct  \>[i^  ^^vfti  vKiY^<yj^\aKi:^\>  %\\all  have 
been  accepted,  for  the  iailYieT  axxxxi  o^  %^^^^^^\  ^^^^  x.*^  \»s^  %«j^ 
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channel  open,  as  above  specified,  for  any  additional  time,  at  the  same 
rate  of  compensation,  so  long  as  any  part  of  the  present  appropriation 
shall  remain  applicable  to  the  purpose.  And  the  other  contract  to  be 
completed  l^'ebruary  13,  1858,  for  opening  a  straight  ship  channel 
through  the  entire  length  of  the  bar  or  shoal  at  or  near  tho  outlet  of 
the  Mississippi  river  into  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  known  as  the  Pass  Sl 
r Outre,  of  a  width  throughout  its  whole  length  of  not  less  than  300 
feet,  and  a  depth  of  not  less  than  20  feet  below  the  level  of  ordinary 
low  water,  for  the  sum  of  $125,000;  and  for  keeping  open  the  said 
channel  at  Pass  a  TOutre,  of  the  width  and  depth  above  specified,  for 
the  sp  ce  of  ibur  and  a  half  years  after  the  said  improvement  shall 
have  been  accepted,  for  the  further  sum  of  $36,000  ;  also,  to  keep  said 
channel  open,  as  above  specified,  for  any  additional  time,  at  the  same 
rate  of  compensation,  so  long  as  any  part  of  the  present  appropriation 
remains  applicable  to  the  purpose. 

^It  appears  from  the  annual  report  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  S.  H.  Long, 
topographical  engineers,  dated  October  15,  1858,  published  in  execu- 
tive documents,  2d  session,  35th  Congress,  volume  2,  part  3,  that  on 
his  recommendations  these  contracts  were  from  time  to  time  modified 
by  the  Secretary  of  War,  by  extending  the  time  for  opening  the  chan- 
nels from  the  13th  September,  1857,  to  the  1st  July,  1858,  in  respect 
to  the  Southwest  Pass,  and  from  the  13th  Febru»ry,  1858,  to  the  1st 
of  July,  1859,  in  respect  to  Pass  &  I'Outre,  by  a  reduction  of  the 
depths  of  the  channels  to  be  opened  from  20  to  18  feet,  and  by  au- 
thorizing payments  at  other  times  and  under  other  circumstances 
than  specified  in  the  contracts. 

Another  contract  *'  for  the  prosecution  of  the  work  of  opening  and 
keeping  open  the  channel  of  the  Southwest  Pass  "  was  entered  into  by 
Lieutenant  Colonel  S.  H.  Long,  topographical  engineers,  on  the  19th 
November,  1859,  with  Thomas  McClellan,  manager  of  the  Crescent 
Tow-boat  Company,  in  which  it  is  stipulated  that  all  means  and  ap- 
pliances, including  fuel,  labor,  and  all  other  things  deemed  proper 
and  useful  to  the  prosecution  of  the  work  of  opening  and  keeping  open 
the  Southwest  Pass,  to  the  depth  of  eighteen  leet,  entirely  across  the 
tidal  bar,  at  and  near  its  mouth,  and  to  the  deep  water  of  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico^  should  be  procured  and  applied  by  said  McClellan,  for  $4,440 
per  month  of  twenty-six  working  days,  to  be  paid  to  him  within 
twelve  days  from  and  after  the  expiration  of  each  working  period  of 
260  hours  in  each  month. 

These  are  the  only  contracts  entered  into  under  the  appropriation 
of  July  8,  1856,  for  removing  obstructions  in  the  mouths  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi ot  which  this  office  has  any  information.  They  are  on  file  in 
the  office  of  the  Second  Comptroller,  and  the  payments  made  under 
them  are — 

1st.  Under  the  contracts  with  Messrs.  Craig  &  Rightor. 

Four  payments  have  been  made  to  them,  by  direction  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  through  their  attorney,  Emile  Le  Sere ;  and  the  indorse- 
ment of  Craig  &  Rightor,  per  Emile  Le  Sere,  tVv^Vt  «AXo\w^^  ^xv^^x^.*^^ 
tTeasurjr  draft,  isaaed  in  pursuance  of  tlie  Seci^\«t^  ol  "^^x!  ^x^b^i^i^ssv.- 
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tion,  and  made  payable  to  their  order,  constitutes  the  evidence  of  pay- 
ment to  them.  A  copy  of  the  power  of  attorney  of  Craig  &  Rightor 
to  Mr.  Le  Sere,  dated  May  10,  1868,  is  herewith ;  and  the  payments 
made  are  as  follows : 

1.  On  the  22d  May,  1858,  in  part  payment, 

under  their  contract  for  opening  and 

keeping  open  the  Southwest  Pass $30,000  00 

2.  On  the  29th  May,  1858,  in  part  payment, 

under  their  contract  just  above  referred 

to 36,000  00 

3.  On  the  18th  June,  1858,  the  remaining 

payment,  under  their  contract  for  open- 
ing and  keeping  open  the  channel  at  the 
Southwest  Pass 59,000  00 

4.  On  the  18th  September,  1858,  the  amount 

due  under  their  contract  for  opening  and 
keeping  open  a  ship  channel  through  the 
Pass  a  rOutre 125,000  00 

In  all $250,000  OC 

The  official  reports  of  the  accounts  for  these  payments, 
certified  by  the  Second  Comptroller,  specify  and  refer 
to  the  papers  upon  which  the  respective  accounts  were 
stated,  and  I  respectfully  transmit  copies  of  them,  ex- 
cepting the  contracts  referred  to,  as  follows,  viz  : 

1.  Settlement  No.  7958,  and  papers  referred  to  therein, 

certified  by  the  Second  Comptroller  on  the  22d  May, 
1858. 

2.  Settlement  No.  8025,  and  papers  referred  to  therein, 

certified  by  the  Second  Comptroller  on  the  29th  May, 
1858. 

3.  Settlement  No.  8227,  and   papers  to  which  it  refers, 

certified  by  the  Second  Comptroller  on  the  18th 
June,  1858. 

4.  Settlement  No.  8903,  and  the  papers  upon  which  it 

was  made,  certified  by  the  Second  Comptroller  on 
the  18th  September,  1858. 

2d.   Under  the  contract  toith  Thomas  McCleUan. 

Seven  monthly  payments  of  $4,440  each,  amounting 
to  $31,080,  have  been  made  by  Colonel  Long  up  to  the 
16th  of  August,  1860,  at  which  date  the  last  payment 
known  to  this  office  was  made.  Copies  of  the  several 
vouchers  for  payment  by  Colonel  Long  are  also  herewith, 
amounting,  as  above,  to $31,080  0 

From  accounts  now  on  tile  in  this  office  it  appears  that 
other  expenditures  than  those  specially  provided  for  by 
the  above  specified  contracts,  amounting  to  $16,351  83, 
have  been  made,  as  foWo^a*. 
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By  James  Evdethj  agent  of  the  Engineer  department. 

For  advertising  for  proposals |1,555  04 

By  Major  P.  G.  T.  Beauregard,  Engineers. 

For  mileage  while  travelling  on  duty  con- 
nected with  the  work 7  60 

By  Lieutenant    Colonel  8.    H.  fjong,  topo- 
graphical engineers.  ! 

For  pay  of  civil  assistant  engineer, 

of  supervisor  and  assistant  su- 
pervisor, of  surveyor,  recorder, 

and  accountant,  and  of  office 

attendant,  and  of  their  mileage 

and  travelling  expenses $8,827  96 

For  services  of  boatmen  and  boat 

hire 1,325  60 

For  allowances  to  Colonel  Long 

for  mileage  and  quarters  and 

fuel,  $1,884  70  ;  and  for  mile- 
age  paid    Major    Beauregard, 

$14  40... 1,899  10 

For  repairing   instruments ;   for 

stationery,  advertisements,  rent 

of  office  and  store-room,  and 

other  contingent  expenses 371  81 

For  buoys 200  00 

For  telegraphic  despatches 112  80 


12,737  17 


By   Captain  A.  A.    Humphreys y 
topographical  engineers. 

For  pay  of  civil  assistant  engineer 
and  of  gauge  keeper 1,394  00 

For  pay  of  boatmen,  for  boat  hire, 
and  for  other  contingent  ex- 
penses          658  02 


2,052  02 
$16,351  83 


Total  expenditures  up  to  the  30th  September,  1860 297,431  83 


The  amount  appropriated  was 330,000  00 
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And  the  amount  remainiDg  unexpended  on  the  30th  of 

September,  1860,  is $32,56817 

Of  which  there  wa8  in  the  hands  of  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  Long,  by  his  account  cur- 
rent, rendered  for  3d  quarter,  1860 $4,161  13 

The  balance  for  which  Major  Beauregard  is 

accountable  is 14  10 

The  balance  for  which  Captain  Humphreys 

is  accountable  is 1,T01  02 

And  the  balance  of  the  appropriation  un- 
drawn from  the  treasury  is 26,691  92 

32,563 17 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  J.  ATKINSON,  Auditor. 
Colonel  J.  J.  Abbrt, 

Chief  Topographical  Engineers, 

Bureau  of  Topographical  Engineers. 


Bureau  op  Topographical  Engineers, 

Washington,  May  14,  1858, 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  a  copy  of  the  last  report  of  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  S.  H.  Long,  in  relation  to  the  work  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Mississippi,  lately  inspected  by  him. 

Respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  J.  ABERT, 
Colonel  Corps  Topographical  Engineers, 
Hon.  John  B,  Floyd, 

Secretary  of  War. 

Indorsement  of  Secretary  of  War  thereon. 

Upon  the  report  of  the  progress  of  the  work  and  the  recommenda- 
tion of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Long,  the  engineer  in  charge,  I  direct  the 
payment  of  $30,000  to  Messrs.  Craig  &  Rightor. 

JOHN  B.  FLOYD, 

Secretary  of  War, 
War  Department,  May  24,  1858. 


Southwest  Pass,  May  7,  1858. 
Sir:  Having  very  recently  inspected  the  work  done  at  this  pass, 
under  the  contract  of  Messrs.  Craig  &  Rightor,  for   the  removal  of 
obstructions  therefrom,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  briefly  thereon  « 
follows,  viz : 
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The  dredge-boat  Downs,  previously  used  as  a  towboat  on  the  Mis- 
sissippi below  New  Orleans,  was  procared  and  famished  with  appa- 
ratus, consisting  of  harrows,  scrapers,  rakes,  &c.,  &c.,  all  of  approved 
dimensions  and  construction,  in  the  months  of  February  and  March 
last. 

The  outfit  as  above  having  been  completed,  the  boat  commenced 
operations  on  the  tidal  bar  on  the  22d  day  of  March,  and  continued 
to  operate  successfully  for  a  period  of  three  weeks  with  occasional  in- 
terruptions and  hindrances  by  boisterous  weather.  The  operations 
have  been  continued  with  similar  success,  and  even  to  greater  advan- 
tage than  had  been  anticipated,  to  the  present  time  ;  the  interruptions 
and  hindrances  by  stress  of  weather  having  been  more  frequent  and 
formidable  than  before,  during  the  last  three  weeks.  In  addition  to 
the  employment  of  the  boat  and  dredging  apparatus  as  above,  the 
blasting  of  the  mud  lumps  at  the  bottom  of  the  channel,  with  heavy 
charges  of  powder,  has  been  successfully  tried,  and  the  results  pro- 
duced thereby  are  highly  satisfactory. 

In  view  of  the  whole  case,  I  am  decidedly  of  opinion  that  the 
measure  of  relief  contemplated  in  my  report  to  the  bureau  of  the  25th 
of  February  last,  may  be  fairly  extended  to  the  contractor,  to  wit : 
the  payment  of  $30,000  as  the  first  instalment  therein  contemplated 
to  be  paid.  And  although  the  time  for  the  payment  of  the  second 
instalment  of  $36,000  has  notyetelapsed,  I  am,  moreover,  of  the  opinion^ 
in  view  of  the  advancement  made  towards  the  fulfillment  of  the  first 
branch  of  the  contract,  viz :  the  opening  of  channel,  that  this  instal- 
ment may  also  be  paid  without  detriment  to  the  United  States. 
Bespectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

8.  H.  LONG, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Topographical  Engineers, 

Crol.  J.  J.  Abbkt, 

Chief  Topographical  Engineers^  Washington^  D.  C, 

P.  8. — It  is  expected  that  the  work  under  the  first  branch  of  the 
contract  for  the  Southwest  Pass,  or  the  preliminary  stipulations  re- 
lating to  the  opening  of  the  channel  in  this  pass,  will  be  ready  for 
final  inspection  in  the  course  of  a  few  weeks,  the  weather  continuing 
favorable. 

8.  H.  LONG,  United  States  Army. 


No.  7958,]  Treasury  Department, 

Third  Auditor's  Office,  May  22,  1858. 

I  certify  that  there  is  due  from  the  United  States  to  Craig  &  Kightor, 
contractors,  being  a  part  payment  upon  the  contract  entered  into  by 
them  on  the  13th  day  of  November,  with  Captain  H.  G.  Wright, 
corps  of  engineers,  United  States  army,  for  opening  and  keeping  open 
channels  through  the  Southwest  Pass,  leading  from  the  Mississippi  to 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  allowed  by  the  Secreiary  o?  ^w^'^'a.'^  ^^^"SXK^^ 
upon  report  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  8.  H.  I^oag,  lo^o^x^^vij^  ^Ti-S^-- 
H.  Ex.  Doc.  5 13 
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Deere,  of  the  7th  instact,  that  the  said  work  was  in  such  a  state  of 
forwardness  as  to  warrant  tho  payment  of  the  sam  of  thirty  thonsasd 
dollars,  ($30,000.) 

Appropriation :  To  remove  ohstructions  to  navigation  in  the  months 
of  the  Mississippi  river,  per  act  of  July  8,  1856. 

Amount  found  due  and  payable  to  Craig  &  Bightor,  $30,000. 
To  be  remitted  them  to  the  care  of  Hon.  Emile  Le  Sere,  their  attor- 
ney, present,  as  appears  from  the  statement  and  vouchers  herewith 
transmitted  for  the  decision  of  the  Second  Comptroller  of  the  Treasurj 
thereon. 

ROBERT  J.  ATKINSON, 

AtidUor. 
J.  M.  CuTTS,  Esq., 

Second  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury. 

Second  Comptroller's  Office. 

I  admit  and  certify  the  above  balance  this  22d  day  of  May,  1858. 

J.  MADISON  CUTTS, 

Second  OomptroBer, 


BuREAt  OF  Topographical  Engineers, 
Washington,  May  21,  1860. 

Sir:  I  transmit  herewith  a  letter  from  this  office  to  the  War 
Department,  on  the  14th  instant,  enclosing  a  copy  of  a  report  frum 
Lieutenant  Colonel  S.  H.  Long,  relative  to  the  work  done  at  the  months 
of  the  Mississippi  river,  under  the  contract  of  Craig  &  Rightor,  haying 
the  indorsement  of  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  War  thereon,  directiDgthe 
payment  of  $30,000  to  the  contractors. 

Respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  J.  ABERT, 
Colonel  Topographical  Engineers, 
Hon.  Robert  J.  Atkinson, 

Third  Auditor^  Treasury  Department. 


The  United  States  io  Craig  A  Rightor y  contractors  for  opening  a  ship 
channel  from  the  Mississippi  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico^  Dr. 

For  this  sum,  being  a  part  payment  upon  the  contract  entered  into 
by  the  said  Craig  &  Rightor,  on  the  13th  day  of  November,  1856, 
with  Captain  H.  G.  Wright,  corps  of  engineers,  United  States  armj, 
for  opening  and  keeping  open  channels  through  the  Southwest  Pass, 
leading  from  the  Mississippi  river  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  allowed  bj 
the  S^retary  of  War,  May  20,  1858,  upon  report  of  Lieuteoaot 
Goionel  S.  H.  Long,  topof^t^i^Wc^  ^\i%Yii^x%^  ^^  the  7th  instant,  tbit 
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said  works  were  in  such  a  state  of  forwardness  as  to  warrant  the  pay- 
ment of  said  snm,  said  report  and  decision  being  here- 
with      $30,000 


Doe  Craig  &  Rightor $30,000 


Appropriation :  To  remove  obstrnctions  to  navigation  in  the  months 
of  the  Mississippi  river^  per  act  of  Jnly  8^  1856. 

Treasury  Departmrnt, 
Third  Auditor's  Office,  May  22,  1858. 
Stated  by— 

THEO.  H.  KIMBALL,  Clerk. 

Treasury  DEPARTicBirT, 
Second  Compiroller's  Office,  May  22,  1858. 
Examined  by — 

WM.  8.  FORT. 


No.  8025.]  Treasury  Department, 

Third  Auditor's  OJUXy  May  29,  1858. 

I  certify  that  there  is  dne  from  the  United  States  to  Craig  &  Rightor, 
contractors,  being  a  part  payment  upon  the  contract  entered  into  by 
them  on  the  13th  of  November,  1856,  with  Captain  H.  G.  Wright, 
corps  of  engineers,  United  States  army,  for  ofiening  and  keeping  open 
channels  through  Southwest  Pass,  leadin^ic  from  the  Mississippi  river 
to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  allowed  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  May  28, 
1868,  upon  report  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  S.  H.  Long,  topographical 
engineers,  of  the  27th  of  May,  1858,  that  said  work  was  in  such  a 
state  of  forwardness  as  to  warrant  the  payment  of  the  sum  of  thirty- 
six  thousand  dollars,  ($36,000.) 

Appropriation :  To  remove  obstructions  to  navigation  in  the  mouths 
of  the  Mississippi  river,  per  act  of  July  8,  1856.  To  be  remitted  to 
Messrs  Craig  &  Rightor,  to  the  care  of  Emile  Le  Sere,  their  attorneyi 
present,  as  appears  from  the  statement  and  vouchers  herewith  trans- 
mitted for  the  decision  of  the  Second  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury 
thereon. 

ROBERT  J.  ATKINSON, 

Auditor. 

J.  Madison  Cdtts, 

Second  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury. 

Second  Comftrollbr's  Offiob. 
I  admit  and  certify  the  above  balance  this  29th  day  of  May,  1858. 

J.  MADISON  CUTT8, 

Stcond  OomptT<iH«t  * 
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Bureau  of  Topographical  Engineers, 

Washington,  May  28,  1858. 

8iR :  I  transmit  herewith  a  letter  from  this  office  to  the  War  Depart- 
ment, of  this  day,  enclosing  a  telegraphic  despatch  from  LieoteDsnt 
Colonel  8.  H.  Long,  dated  ^uihwest  Pass,  May  27, 1858,  in  relation 
to  the  payment  of  instalments  to  Messrs.  Craig  &  Kightor,  under  their 
contracts  for  the  removal  of  obstructions  to  the  navigation  at  the 
mouths  of  the  Mississippi  river,  having  the  indorsement  of  the  honor- 
able Secretary  of  War  thereon,  directing  ^*  the  further  payment  of 
$36,000  to  Messrs.  Craig  &  Kightor." 

Respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  J.  ABERT, 
Colonel  Corps  Topographical  Engineers, 
Hon.  R.  J.  Atkinson, 

Third  Avditor,  Treasury  Department. 


Bureau  of  Topographical  Engineers, 

Washington^  May  28,  1858. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  herewith,  for  the  informa- 
tion of  the  War  Department,  a  telegraphic  despatch  just  received  from 
Lieutenant  Colonel  S.  U.  Long. 

Respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  WOODRUFF, 
Captain  Topographical  Engineers^  Assistant  to  bureau, 

Hon.  John  B.  Floyd, 

Secretary  of  War. 

Indorsement  on  the  above  letter. 

War  Department,  May  28, 1858 
Upon  the  recommendation  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Long,  the  engi- 
neer in  charge,  I  direct  the  further  payment  of  $36,000  to  Messrs. 
Craig  &  Rightor. 

JOHN  B.  FLOYD, 

Secretary  of  War. 


[By  telegraph.] 

Dated  Southwest  Pass,  May  27,  1868 ;  received  at  Washington, 
Majr  27,  1858,  11  o'clock  p.  m. 

I  sent  a  despatch  on  the  twenty-fifth  instant,  recommending  tbe 
payment  of  both  instalments  proposed  in  my  report  of  twenty-fi^h  of 
February  last,  be  now  paid  to  the  contractors. 

8.  H.  LONG. 

Captain  J,  C.  Woodilxjct. 
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I%e  United  Slates  to  Craig  dk  Righior^  contractors  for  opening  a  ship 
channel  from  the  Mississippi  to  the  Oulf  of  Mexico ^  Dr. 

For  this  sum,  being  a  part  payment  upon  the  contract  en- 
tered into  by  Messrs.  Craig  &  Rightor,  on  the  13th  day  of 
November,  1856,  with  Captain  H.  G.  Wright,  corps  of 
engineers,  United  States  army,  for  opening  and  keeping 
open  channels  through  the  Southwest  Pass,  leading  from 
the  Mississippi  river  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  allowed  by 
the  Secretary  of  War,  May  28,  1858,  upon  report  of  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  S.  H.  Long,  topographical  engineers,  of  the 
27th  May,  that  said  work  was  in  such  a  state  of  forward- 
ness as  to  warrant  the  payment  of  said  sum ;  report  and 
decision  being  herewith $36,000 


Due  and  payable  to  Craig  &  Bightor 36,000 


Appropriation :  To  remove  obstructions  to  navigation  in  the  mouths 
of  the  Mississippi  river,  per  act  July  8,  1856. 

Treasury  Department, 
Third  Auditor's  Office,  May  29, 1858. 

THEO.  H.  KIMBALL,  Clerk. 

Treasury  Department, 
Second  Comptroller's  Office,  May  2y,  1858. 
Examined  by — 

WM.  S.  FOBT. 


Bureau  of  TopoaRAPHicAL  Engineers, 

Washington,  June  5,  1858. 

Sir:  I  have. the  honor  of  transmitting  herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter 
from  Lieutenant  Colonel  S.  H.  Long,  dated  the  29th  ultimo,  reporting 
the  progress  of  operations  by  Messrs.  Craig  &  Bightor,  under  their 
contract  for  improving  the  navigation  at  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi 
river. 

BespectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  WOODBUFF, 
Capt.  Top.  Eng'rSy  Assistant  to  bureau,  in  charge. 

Hon.  John  B.  Floyd, 

Secretary  of  War. 

Indorsement  of  the  Secretary  of  War  on  above. 

Upon  the  within  report  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Long,  topographical 
engineers,  of  the  completion  of  the  work  at  the  8owt,\v«^%^?^^%  <^^ 
the  Mississippi  river,  I  direct  the  furtViet  payiJi^M\.Vi'^^%st%.^x^% 
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&  Bightor  of  $59,000,  the  balance  due  them  per  contract  for  said 
work  ;  $66,000  having  been  previously  paid  on  same  account. 

J.  B.  FLOYD, 
Secretary  of  War, 
War  Department,  June  18,  1858. 


New  Orleans,  May  29,  1858. 

SrR :  Two  telegraphic  despatches  (one  of  which  is  a  duplicate)  hs?e 
been  received  from  the  Topographical  bureau,  one  dated  on  the  22d  and 
the  other  on  the  26th  instant,  both  relating  to  the  payment  of  the 
instalments  proposed  in  my  report  of  the  25th  February  last.  The 
receipt  of  both  have  been  duly  acknowledged. 

I  have  the  honor  now  to  report  that  on  a  thorough  inspection  of 
the  channel,  and  of  the  work  aone  under  the  modified  contract  of 
Messrs.  Craig  &  Bightor  for  the  removal  of  obstructions  from  the 
Southwest  Pass,  made  and  concluded  on  the  28th  instant,  a  straight 
channel  has  been  opened  entirely  across  the  tidal  bar,  having  a  width 
of  at  least  300  feet,  and  a  depth  of  18  to  22  feet.  The  direction  of 
the  channel  from  its  head  near  the  can  buoy  to  its  entrance  into  the 
deep  water  of  the  Gulf,  is  south  25^  west. 

The  opening  of  the  channel  has  b(  en  undoubtedly  affected  in  part 
by  the  work  that  has  been  done  under  the  contracts,  and  in  partbj 
the  agency  of  the  water  currents  and  other  natural  causes ;  heDoe, 
in  accordance  with  the  stipulations  of  the  modified  contracts,  in  so 
far  as  they  relate  to  the  opening  of  the  channel  in  the  Southwest  Fa68, 
the  compensation  to  be  made  for  the  opening  thereof,  viz:  one  huodred 
and  twenty-five  thousand  dollars,  ($125,000,)  all  payments  being 
included,  is  now  payable  to  the  contractors. 

Moreover,  the  nrst  branch  of  the  contract  being  fulfilled  as  abo?e, 
the  stipulations  for  ''keeping  open^'  the  channel  as  provided  for  in 
the  same  contract  will  go  into  operation  and  remain  binding  on  the 
contractors  from  and  after  the  28th  day  of  May,  1858.  - 

All  necessary  details,  relating  not  only  to  the  improvement  of  the 
Southwest  Pass,  but  to  that  of  the  Pass  &  T Outre,  will  be  presented 
in  my  inspection  report,  which  will  be  prepared  and  forwarded  as  soon 
as  practicable. 

Respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  H,  LONG, 
Lieutenani  Colonel  Topographical  Engineers, 

Colonel  J.  J.  Abebt, 

Chief  Topographical  Engineers^  Washington^  D.  C. 
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The  United  Stales  to  Craig  dk  Rightor^  oontractora  for  opening  a  ship 
channel /rom  the  Mississippi  to  the  Otdf  0/  MexicOy  Dr\ 

For  this  eum,  being  the  remaining  payment  upon  the  con- 
tract entered  into  by  said  Craig  &  Rightor,  on  the  13th  of 
November,  1856,  with  Captain  H.  G.  Wright,  corps  of 
engineers,  United  States  army,  for  opening  and  keeping 
open  channels  through  the  Southwest  Pass,  leading  from 
the  Mississippi  river  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  allowed  by 
the  Secretary  of  War,  June  18, 1858,  upon  report  of  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  S.  H.  Long,  topographical  engineers,  of  the 
29th  May,  1858,  that  said  work  was  so  far  completed  as 
to  warrant  the  payment  of  the  said  sum,  reports  and  de- 
cision being  herewith $59,000 

(See  statements  Nos.  7958  and  8025,  May  22  and  29,  for 
previous  payments  of  $30,000  and  $36,000— in  all  $66,000.) 
Appropriation  :  To  remove  obstructions  to  navigation  in  the 

mouths  of  the  Mississippi  river,  as  per  act,  July  8,  1856. 
Due  and  payable  to  Craig  &  Bightor 69,000 


Treasukt  Department, 
Third  Auditor's  Office,  June  18,  1858. 
Stated  by— 

THEO.  H.  KIMBALL,  Clerk. 

Treasury  Department, 
Second  Comptroller's  Office,  June  18,  1858. 
Examined. 

JOHN  C.  WILSON,  Clerk. 


No.  8227.]  Treasury  Department, 

Third  Auditor's  Office,  June  18,  1858. 

I  certify  that  there  is  due  from  the  United  States  to  Craig  &  Rightor, 
contractors,  for  this  sum,  being  the  remaining  payment  upon  the  con- 
tract entered  into  by  said  Craig  &  Bightor  on  the  13th  of  November, 
1856,  with  Captain  H.  G.  Wright,  corps  of  engineers.  United  States 
army,  for  opening  and  keeping  open  channels  through  the  Southwest 
Pass,  leading  from  the  Mississippi  river  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  allowed 
bv  the  Secretary  of  War,  June  18,  1858,  upon  report  of  Lieutenant 
dolonel  S.  H.  Long,  topographical  engineers,  of  the  29th  May,  1858, 
that  the  said  work  was  so  completed  as  to  warrant  the  payment  of  tho 
said  sum  oi  fifty-nine  thousand  dcUars,  ($59,000,)  report  and  decision 
being  herewith. 

Appropriation:  To  remove  obstructions  to  navigation  in  the  moutha 
of  the  Mississippi  river,  per  act  July  8, 1S5&. 
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(See  statements  Nos.  7968  and  8025,  May  22  and  29,  for  previoas 
payments  of  $30,000  and  $36,000— in  all  $66,000.) 

Payable  and  to  be  remitted  to  said  Craig  &  Bightor,  to  the  care  of 
Emile  Le  Sere,  esq.,  their  attorney,  present,  as  appears  from  the 
statement  and  vouchers  herewith  transmitted  for  the  decision  of  the 
Second  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  thereon. 

ROBERT  J.  ATKINSON,  Auditor. 
J.  Madison  Cutis,  Esq., 

Second  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury. 

Second  Comptroller's  Office. 
I  admit  and  certify  the  above  balance  this  18th  day  of  June,  1868. 

J.  MADISON  CUTTS, 

Second  Comptroller. 


Bureau  of  Topographical  Engineers, 
Washington^  September  18,  1858. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  a  copy  of  a  report  from  Lieutenant 
Colonel  S.  H.  Long,  of  the  11th  instant,  to  the  effect  that  the  channel 
at  Pass  a  T  Outre  has  been  opened  by  Messrs.  Craig  &  Rightor,  in 
accordance  with  the  terms  of  the  modified  contract,  and  that  the  pay- 
ment of  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  thousand  dollars  ($125,000)  is 
now  fairly  due  the  contractors. 
Respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  aervant, 

J.  J.  ABERT, 
Colonel  Corps  of  Topographical  Engineers. 
Hon.  John  B.  Floyd, 

Secretary  of  War. 

Indorsement  of  the  Secretary  of  War  on  above. 

War  Deparimbnt,  September  18, 1858. 
Let  the  money  be  paid  in  accordance  with  the  report  of  the  engi- 
neer, and  as  recommended  by  the  colonel  of  the  corps. 

J.  B.  FLOYD, 
Secretary  of  War. 


New  Orleans,  September  11,  1858. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  instructions  from  the  War  Department,  dated 
on  the  28th  and  received  on  the  31st  August  last,  I  proceeded  to  Pass 
i  rOutre,  for  the  purpose  of  inspecting  the  work  done  at  said  pass 
tinder  the  modified  contract  of  Messrs.  Craig  &  Rightor,  for  the 
removal  of  obstructions  from  the  mouth  thereof,  especially  in  so  far 
A8  relates  to  the  first  branch  or  object  of  said  contract,  viz :  to  the 
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opening  of  a  channel,  300  feet  wide  and  18  feet  deep^  entirely  across 
the  tidal  bar,  to  the  deep  waters  of  the  open  Galf. 

I  have  now  the  honor  to  report,  briefly  and  summarily,  the  results 
of  my  investigations,  measurements,  &c.,  in  reference  to  the  subjects 
proposed  and  the  conclusions  to  which  I  have  arrived. 

A  straight  channel  leading  in  a  direction  about  8.  85^  E.,  or  N. 
85°  W  ,  having  a  width  nowhere  less  than  (300)  three  hundred  feet, 
and  a  depth  of  at  least  eighteen  (18)  feet  below  ordinary  low  water, 
has  been  opened  and  now  exists  at  and  entirely  across  the  said  tidal 
bar,  as  provided  for  by  said  contract. 

The  opening  of  the  channel  at  Pass  &  TOutre  and  the  inspection 
thereof  were  accomplished  on  the  10th  day  of  September,  1858. 

Hence  the  contract  price,  viz:  $125,000,  stipulated  to  be  paid  for 
the  opening  of  the  channel,  is  now  fairly  due  and  payable  to  the  con- 
tractors, or  their  legal  representatives,  on  account  of  the  work  done 
by  them  at  and  near  the  mouth  of  the  Pass  k  T Outre. 

Hence,  also,  the  first  branch  or  object  of  the  contract,  viz :  the 
opening  of  the  channel,  having  been  accomplished,  inspected,  and 
ready  for  acceptance  on  the  10th  day  of  September,  1858,  the  second 
branch  or  object  of  the  same  contract,  viz :  the  keeping  open  of  said 
channel,  will  take  and  be  in  force  from  and  afber  the  same  date,  viz  : 
the  10th  day  of  September,  1858. 

All  needful  and  proper  details,  not  only  in  reference  to  Pass  i 
rOutre,  but  to  the  Southwest  Pass,  which  I  have  also  inspected  on 
my  late  tour  of  inspection,  will  be  exhibited  as  early  as  practicable  in 
a  subsequent  report. 

Respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  H.  LONG, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  of  Topographical  Engineers. 

Crolonel  J.  J.  Abbrt, 

Chief  of  Top'lEng'rs,  Washington,  D.  C. 

P.  S. — I  propose  to  return  to  St.  Louis  by  the  first  favorable 
opportunity. 

S.  H.  LONG,  United  States  Army. 


The  United  States  to  Craig  dk  Rightor,  contractors  for  opening  a  ship 
channel  from  the  Mississippi  river  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  Dr. 

For  this  sum,  being  the  amount  due  said  Craig  &  Bightor 
under  their  contract  with  Captain  H.  G.  Wright,  corps 
of  engineers,  United  States  army,  dated  November  13, 
1856,  for  opening  and  keeping  open  a  ship  channel  of 
suflScient  capacity  to  accommodate  the  wants  of  commerce 
through  the  Pass  a  I'Outre,  leading  from  the  Mississippi 
river  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico %\^?^^^ 
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Allowed  by  the  Secretary  of  War  on  the  18th  of  September, 
1858,  upon  the  reporc  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  S.  H.  Lonfic, 
topographical  engineers,  of  the  11th  of  September,  1858, 
and  of  Colonel  J.  J.  Abort  of  the  18th  instant,  that 
said  amount  is  now  fairly  due  to  the  contractors,  per 
reports  and  decisions  herewith  ;  due  Craig  &  Rightor....     $125,000 


Appropriation  :  To  remoTe  obstructions  to  navigation  in  the  month 
of  the  Mississippi  river  at  the  Southwest  Pass  and  Pass  &  1' Outre, 
per  act  July  8,  1866,  $125,000. 

Tbeasurt  Department, 
Third  Auditor's  Office,  September  18,  18r>8. 

W.  H.  S.  TAYLOK,  Acoauntani. 

Treasury  Department, 
Seeand  Comptroller's  Office^  September  18,  1858. 
Examined  by — 

WM.  S.  .  FORT. 


No.  8903.}  Treasury  Department, 

Third  Auditor's  Office^  September  18,  1858. 

I  certify  that  there  is  due  from  the  United  States  to  Crais?  &  Rightor, 
contractors  for  opening  a  ship  channel  from  the  Mississippi  river  to 
the  Quit'  of  Mexico,  for  the  amount  due  them  under  tht^ir  contract 
with  Captain  H.  G.  Wright,  corps  of  engineers,  United  States  army, 
dated  November  13,  1856,  for  opening  and  keeping  open  a  ship 
channel  of  sufficient  capacity  to  accommodate  the  wants  of  commerce 
through  the  Pass  4  I'Outre,  leading  from  the  Mississippi  river  to  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico,  the  sum  of  $125,000. 

Appropriation  :  To  remove  obstructions  to  navigation  in  the  mouths 
of  the  Mississippi  river  at  Southwest  Pass  and  Pass  &  TOutre,  as  per 
act  Julys,  1846,1125,000. 

To  be  remitted  to  the  claimants  to  the  care  of  Hon.  Emile  Le  Sere, 
their  attorney,  at  New  Orleans,  Louisiana,  as  appears  from  the 
statement  and  vouchers  herewith  transmitted  for  the  decision  of  the 
Second  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  thereon. 

ROBERT  J.  ATKINSON,  Auditor. 

James  M.  Cutis,  Esq., 

Second  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury. 

Sbcond  Comptroller's  Officb. 

I  admit  and  certify  the  ahove  balance  this  18th  day  of  September, 
1858. 

J.  MADISON  CUTTS, 

Second  Comptroller. 
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Enow  all  men  by  these  presents  that  whereas  we,  Wald  Putnam 
Craig  and  William  Bnssell  Bightor,  a  firm  doing  business  un<1er  the 
name  and  style  oi  Craig  &  Bightor,  did,  on  the  13th  day  of  Novem- 
ber, 1856,  enter  into  a  contract  with  the  United  States  government, 
represented  by  Captain  H.  G.  Wright,  corps  of  engineers,  acting  in 
behalf  of  the  Engineer  department  of  the  United  States,  which  con- 
tract was  approved  on  the  14th  ot  November,  1856,  by  Jefferson 
Davis,  Secretary  of  War,  and  to  which,  for  the  duties  to  be  per- 
formed by  the  said  Craig  &  Bightor,  and  for  the  compensation  to  be 
made  therefor,  they  refer,  and  hereby  incorporate  the  said  contract 
herein  as  a  part  of  this  mandate; 

And  whereas,  also,  the  time  has  been  extended  for  the  completion 
of  said  contract,  and  other  modifications  in  the  stipulations  thereof 
have  been  made  by  the  parties  thereto,  for  the  particulars  of  which 
reference  is  now  made  to  the  said  subsequent  agreements,  the  same 
are  hereby  incorporated  as  part  hereof: 

Now,  therefore,  we,  the  undersigned,  do,  jointly  and  severally,  and 
80  to  act  for  us,  appoint  Emile  Le  Sere,  of  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  our 
only  true  and  lawful  attorney  for  the  following  purposes,  to  wit : 

It  is  our  object  and  intention  to  substitute  our  said  attorney  in  our 
places  and  stead  in  all  matters  touching  said  contract  as  originally 
made  and  as  modified,  and  to  enable  him,  to  all  intents  and  purposes, 
to  change,  modify,  or  enlarge  our  duties  and  stipulations  under  said 
contracts,  to  create  new  obligations  against  us,  and  to  relinquish  our 
rights  under  the  same,  on  any  cossideration  which  he  may  see  fit. 

We  authorize  him  to  collect  any  money  which  the  United  States 
may  be  willing  to  advance  or  to  pay  to  us  under  said  contracts,  and, 
should  terms  or  conditions  be  imposed  for  such  advance  or  payment, 
to  stipulate  for  us  and  in  our  behalf  in  relation  thereto,  and  to  bind 
us,  in  relation  to  the  same,  fully  and  absolutely,  in  the  manner  and 
to  the  extent  that  he  may  see  proper. 

We  authorize  him  to  compromise  our  rights  under  said  contracts, 
to  receipt  for  a  larger  sum  than  he  may  receive,  or  to  receive  bonds, 
notes,  bills,  certificates,  checks,  or  anything  else,  in  lieu  of  money,  or 
to  sign  our  names  to  receipts  for  money  ;  and  whatever  he  may  receive 
from  the  United  States  under  said  contracts  we  authorize  him  to  use 
as  he  may  see  fit,  transferring,  selling,  or  pledging  the  same  and  ex* 
tinguitihing  our  rights  thereto  fully  and  absolutely. 

If  our  agent  may  see  proper  so  to  do,  he  may  sign  our  names  to  any 
receipts,  acquittances,  or  other  writings,  which  the  United  States  may 
require  of  him,  to  create  an  obligation  or  obligations  against  us.  or  to 
discharge  rights,  claims,  or  pretensions  on  our  part  against  the  Umtel 
States  by  reason  of  said  contracts ;  and  by  such  writings  we  hereby 
bind  ourselves  to  the  United  States  in  the  one  case  and  acquit  the 
United  States  to  us  in  the  other. 

And  generally  to  do  and  perform  all  and  every  other  act  or  thing 
whatsoever,  directly  or  remotely,  touching  the  subject  of  this  mandate, 
and  to  bind  us  to  the  same  by  writing  or  otherwise,  as  fully  as  we  can 
bind  ourselves  and  all  such  acts  as  we  now  ratify  and  cou^rm. 

It  is  our  object  to  grant  to  our  said  agent  unlimited  powers  to  bind 
us  and  to  release  the  United  States  in  all  matters  in  gelation  to  the 


204  MISSISSIPPI  RIVER,  ETC. 

respective  rights  and  obligations  under  said  contracts  ;  and  we  desire 
that  if  the  special  authority  herein  delegated  be  not  ample  to  that 
end,  the  intention  here  expressed  maybe  construed  so  as  to  enable 
our  said  attorney  to  act  in  all  respects  as  we  ourselves  could  do  if 
present. 

In  witness  whereof,  we  have  hereunto  set  our  hands  and  seals  this 
tenth  day  of  May,  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-eight. 

CRAIG  &  RiaHTOR.     [l.  s. 
W.  P.  CRAIG.  [L.  s. 

W.  R.  RIGHTOR.  [l.  s. 

In  presence  of — 

W.  M.  Randolph. 
E.  Warren  Molsb. 

And  whereas  I  have  an  interest  in  the  contract  recited  in  the  fore- 
going power  of  attorney,  I  adopt  the  said  power  of  attorney  and  every 
pbrt  thereof,  and  appoint  the  said  Le  Sere  my  true  and  lawful  attorney, 
as  fully  to  act  for  roe  and  in  the  same  manner  to  bind  me  as  he  has 
been  appointed  by  the  said  Craig  &  Rightor. 

W.  E.  STARKE,     [l.  s.] 

Witness — 

W.  M.  Randolph. 
E.  Warren  Mo'ise. 

We  recognize  the  interest  of  the  said  William  E.  Starke,  and  as 
between  ourselves  and  the  United  States,  and  between  the  said  Wil- 
liam E.  Starke  and  ourselves,  we  reiterate  the  powers  heretofore 
granted  as  above  to  the  said  Le  Sere,  conferring  his  powers  and 
adopting  his  acts  as  the  agent  of  Craig  &  Rightor,  and  of  Craig  & 
Rightor  and  William  E.  Starke. 

CRAIG  &  RIGHTOR. 
W.  P.  CRAIG. 
W.  R.  RIGHTOR. 
Witness — 

W.  M.  Randolph. 
E.  Warben  Mo£sb. 


United  States  of  America, 
Eastern  District  of  Louisiana^  City  of  New  Orleans  : 

Before  me,  Theodore  H.  McCaleb,  judge  of  the  district  court  of  the 
United  States  in  and  for  the  eastern  district  of  Louisiana,  personally 
appeared  William  Rightor,  of  the  firm  of  Craig  &  Rightor,  and  ac- 
knowledged that  he  is  a  member  of  said  firm,  and  that  in  behalf  of 
said  firm  he  signed,  sealed,  and  delivered  the  foregoing  instrument 
for  all  the  purposes  therein  mentioned  as  their  own  proper  act  and 
deed  ;  and  at  the  same  time  and  place  personally  appeared  Wm.  E. 
Starke,  of  this  city,  who  acknowledged  that  he  signed,  sealed,  and 
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delivered  the  foregoing  iostrnment  as  his  own  proper  act  and  deed  for 
all  the  purposes  therein  mentioned. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal,  at  New 
[l.  8.1  Orleans,  this  11th  day  of  May,  A.  D.  1858. 

THEODORE  H.  McCALEB, 
TJ,  S.  District  Judge ^  Eastern  District  of  Louisiana. 


The  United  States  to  Thomas  McOleUan,  Dr. 

On  account  of  removal  of  ohstructions  from  the  mouth  of  the  Missis- 
sippi liver: 

1860,  February  3  — To  services,  machinery,  and  materials  of  all 
sorts,  procured  and  applied  at  my  expense  to  the  opening  and  keeping 
open  of  the  channel  of  the  Southwest  Pass  for  and  during  one  calendar 
month,  ending  on  the  3d  day  of  February,  1860,  agreeably  to  contract 
stipulations,  $4,440. 

New  Oblbans,  February  3, 1860. 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  above  account,  amounting  to  four  thousand 
four  hundred  and  forty  dollars,  ($4,440,)  is  correct  and  just,  and  that 
Thomas  McClellan,  contractor  for  opening  and  keeping  open  said 
channel  during  one  calendar  month  of  26  working  days,  (or  260  work- 
ing hours,)  ending  on  the  3d  day  of  February,  1860,  has  faithfully 
and  effectually  complied  with  the  stipulations  of  his  contract  for  the 
execution  of  the  work  above  designated ;  and  that  the  said  McClellan 
is  entitled  to  full  payment  of  said  amount  within  twelve  days  from  and 
after  the  date  hereof,  in  accordance  with  the  stipulations  of  said 
contract. 

(Signed  duplicates.)  CHAS.  A.  FULLER, 

Supervisor  of  Passes^  mouth  of  the  Mississippi. 

Received  at  New  Orleans,  February  8,  1860,  of  Lieutenant  Colonel 
S.  H.  Long,  United  States  agent,  by  the  hand  of  C.  A.  Fuller,  super- 
visor, four  thousand  four  hundred  and  forty  dollars,  ($4,440,)  in  full 
of  the  above  account. 

(Signed  duplicates.)  THOS.  McCLELLAN. 

Indorsed. 

The  within  account  is  hereby  approved. 

S.  H.  LONG, 
Lieut.  Col.  Top.  Eng'rSy  United  States  Agent. 


The  United  States  to  Thomas  McClellan,  Dr. 

On  account  of  removal  of  obstructions  from  the  mouth  of  the  Missis- 
sippi river : 

1860,  March  8. — To  services,  machinery,  and  materials  of  all  sorts, 
procured  and  applied  at  my  expense  to  the  opening  and  keeping  opea 
the  channel  of  the  Southwest  Pass  for  and  during  one  calendar  month, 
ending  on  the  8th  day  of  March,  1860,  agreeably  to  Qontract  stipu- 
lations, $4,440. 
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New  Oblbanb,  March  8,  1860. 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  above  account,  amounting  to  four  thousand 
four  hundred  and  forty  dollars,  ($4,440,)  is  correct  and  just;  that 
Thomas  McClellan,  contractor  for  opening  and  keeping  open  said 
channel  during  one  calendar  month  of  26  working  days,  (or  260 
working  hours,)  ending  on  the  8th  day  of  March,  1860,  has  faith- 
fully and  effectually  complied  with  the  stipulations  of  his  contract 
for  the  execution  of  the  work  above  designated ;  and  that  the  said 
McClellan  is  entitled  to  full  payment  of  said  account  within  twelve 
days  from  and  after  the  date  nereof,  in  accordance  with  the  stipula- 
tions of  said  contract. 

(Signed  duplicates.)  CHA8.  A.  FULLER, 

SupervisoT. 

Received  at  New  Orleans,  March  26,  1860,  of  Lieutenant  Colonel 
8.  H.  Long,  United  States  agent,  by  the  hand  of  C.  A.  Fuller,  super- 
visor, four  thousand  foor  hundred  and  forty  dollars,  in  full  of  aWe 
account. 

(Signed  duplicates.)  THOS.  McCLELLAN. 

Indorsed. 

The  within  account  is  hereby  approved. 

S.  H.  LONG, 
Lieut.  Gol.  Top,  EngWs,  U.  8.  Agtud. 


The  United  States  to  Thomas  McClellan,  Dr. 

On  account  of  removal  of  obstructions  from  the  mouth  of  the  Missis- 
sippi river : 

1860,  April  8. — ^To  services,  machinery,  and  materials  of  all  kinds, 
procured  and  applied  at  my  expense  to  the  opening  and  keeping  open 
of  the  channel  of  the  Southwest  Pass  for  and  during  one  calendar 
month,  ending  on  the  8th  day  of  April,  1860,  agreeably  to  contract 
stipulations,  |4,440. 

New  Orleans,  April  8,  1860. 
I  hereby  certify  that  the  above  account,  amounting  to  four  thousand 
four  hundred  and  forty  dollars,  is  correct  and  just ;  that  Thomas 
McClellan,  contractor  ibr  opening  and  keeping  open  said  channel, 
during  one  calendar  month  of  twenty-six  working  days,  (or  260  work- 
ing hours,)  ending  on  the  8th  day  of  April,  1860,  has  faithfully  and 
effectually  complied  with  the  stipulations  of  his  contract  for  the  execu- 
tion of  the  work  above  designated;  and  that  he,  the  said  McClellan, 
is  entitled  to  full  payment  of  said  account  within  twelve  days  from 
and  after  the  date  hereof,  in  accordance  with  the  stipulations  of  said 
con  tract 

(Signed  duplicates.)  0.  A.  FULLER, 

Sui9«n»£«r  ^onAmavd,  Pom. 
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Received  at  New  Orleans,  April  11,  1860,  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  S. 
H.  Long,  United  States  agent,  by  the  hand  of  C.  A.  Fuller,  supervisor, 
four  thousand  four  liundred  and  forty  dollars,  ($4,440,)  in  full  of  the 
above  account. 

(Signed  duplicates.)  THOMAS  McCLELLAN. 

Indorsed. 
Approved  July  2, 1860. 

S.  H.  LONQ, 

United  States  Agent. 


The  United  States  to  Thomas  McCleUan^  Dr. 

On  account  of  removal  of  obstructions  from  the  mouth  of  the  Missis- 
sippi river : 

1860,  May  8. — ^To  services,  materials,  and  machinery  of  all  sorts, 
procured  and  applied  at  my  expense  to  the  opening  and  keeping  open 
of  the  channel  of  the  Southwest  Pass  for  and  during  one  calendar 
month,  ending  on  the  8th  day  of  May,  1860,  agreeably  to  the  contract 
stipulations,  $4,440. 

New  Orleans,  May  8,  1860. 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  above  account,  amounting  to  four  thousand 
four  hundred  and  forty  dollars,  ($4,440,)  is  correct  and  just;  that  Tho- 
mas McGlellan,  contractor  for  opening  and  keeping  open  said  channel 
during  one  calendar  month  of  twenty-six  working  days,  (or  260  hours,) 
ending  on  the  8th  day  of  May,  1860,  has  faithfully  and  effectually 
complied  with  the  stipulations  of  his  contract  for  executing  the  work 
above  designated;  and  that  he,  the  said  McClellan,  is  entitled  to  full 

Eayment  of  said  account  within  twelve  days  from  and  after  the  date 
ereof,  in  accordance  with  the  stipulations  of  said  contract. 
(Signed  triplicates.)  C.  A.  FULLER, 

Supervisor  Southwest  Pass. 

Received  at  New  Orleans,  May  11,  1860,  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  S, 
H.  Long,  United  States  agent,  by  the  hand  of  C.  A.  Fuller,  super- 
visor, four  thousand  four  hundred  and  forty  dollars,  ($4,440  )  in  full 
of  the  above  account. 

(Signed  triplicates.)  THOMAS  MoCLELLAN. 

Indorsed. 

Approved  July  2, 1860. 

S.  H.  LONG, 
Lieut.  Col.,  United  States  Agent. 
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The  United  Stales  to  Thomas  McGleUqkn,  Dr. 

On  account  of  removal  of  obstructions  from  the  mouth  of  the  Missis- 
sippi river : 

I860,  June  12. — To  services,  machinery,  and  materials  of  all  sorts^ 
procured  and  applied  at  my  expense  to  the  opening  and  keeping  open 
of  the  channel  of  the  Southwest  Pass  for  and  during  one  calendar 
month,  ending  on  the  12th  day  of  June,  1860,  agreeably  to  contract 
stipulations,  $4,440. 

New  Orleans,  June  12,  1860. 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  above  account,  amounting  to  four  thousand 
four  hundred  and  forty  dollars,  ($4,440,)  is  correct  and  just;  that  Tho- 
mas McGlellan,  contractor  for  opening  and  keeping  open  said  chan- 
nel during  one  calendar  month  of  twenty-six  working  days,  (or  260 
working  hours,)  ending  on  the  12th  day  of  June,  1860,  has  faithfully 
and  effectually  complied  with  the  stipulations  of  his  contract  for  the 
execution  of  the  work  above  designated;  and  that  he,  the  said  McClel- 
lan,  is  entitled  to  full  payment  of  said  account  within  twelve  days 
from  and  after  the  date  hereof,  in  accordance  with  the  stipulations  of 
said  contract. 

(Signed  triplicates.)  C.  A.  FULLER, 

Supervisor  Southwest  Pass. 

Received  at  New  Orleans,  June  14,  1860,  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  8. 
H.  Long,  United  States  agent,  by  the  hand  of  C.  A.  Fuller,  super- 
visor, four  thousand  four  hundred  and  forty  dollars,  ($4,440,)  in  full  of 
the  above  account. 

(Signed  triplicates.)  THOMAS  McCLELLAN. 

Indorsed. 


Approved  July  2,  1860. 


S.  H.  LONG, 
Lieut.  Cd.  T.E.,  United  States  Ageni. 


The  United  States  to  Thomas  McCleOan,  Dr. 

^  On  account  of  removal  of  obstructions  from  the  mouth  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi river : 

1860,  July  12. — ^To  services,  machinery,  and  materials  of  all  sorts, 
procured  and  applied  at  my  expense  to  the  opening  and  keeping  open 
of  the  channel  of  the  Southwest  Pass  for  and  during  one  calendar 
month,  ending  on  the  12th  day  of  July,  1860,  agreeably  to  contract 
stipulations,  $4,440. 

New  Orleans,  July  12, 1860. 

I  hereby  certify  that  ttie  a\io^^  «^^ciWiTi\.^  ^xxv^^wivting  to  four  thousand 
four  hundred  and  lorty  doWaxa,  (J^V^^^ft;^  Sa  ^^\t^\»  ^TA\NM^\\.Vial 
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Thomas  McCIellan,  contractor  for  opening  and  keeping  open  said 
channel  dnring  one  calendar  month  of  26  working  days,  (or  260 
working  honrs,)  ending  on  the  12th  day  of  July,  1860,  has  faithfully 
and  effectnally  complied  with  the  stipulations  of  his  contract  for  the 
execution  of  the  work  above  designated;  and  that  he,  the  said  Thomas 
M cClellan,  is  entitled  to  full  payment  of  the  above  account^  within  12 
days  from  and  after  the  date  hereof,  in  accordance  with  the  stipula- 
tions of  said  contract. 

(Signed  triplicates.)  0.  A.  FULLER, 

Supevisor  Southwest  Pass. 

Received  at  New  Orleans,  July  28, 1860,  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  S. 
H.  Long,  United  States  agent,  by  the  hand  of  C.  A.  Fuller,  super- 
visor, four  thousand  four  hundred  and  forty  dollars  ($4,440)  in  full  of 
the  above  account. 

(Signed  triplicates.)  THOMAS  McGLELLAN. 

Indorsed, 

Approved  October  I,  1860. 

S.  H.  LONG, 
LietU.  Col.  Top.  Engs.^  U.  S.  Agent. 


The  United  States  to  Thomas  McGleUany  Dr. 

On  account  of  removal  of  obstructions  from  the  mouth  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi river : 

1860,  August  13. — To  services,  machinery,  and  materials  of  all 
sorts,  procured  and  applied  at  my  expense  to  the  opening  and  keeping 
open  the  channel  of  the  Southwest  Pass  for  and  during  one  calendar 
month,  ending  on  the  13th  day  of  August,  1860,  agreeably  to  con- 
tract stipulations,  $4,440. 

New  Orleans,  August  13,  I860. 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  above  account,  amounting  to  four  thou- 
sand four  hundred  and  forty  dollars,  ($4,440,)  is  correct  and  just;  that 
Thomas  McClellan,  contractor  for  opening  and  keeping  open  said  chan- 
nel during  one  calendar  month  of  26  working  days,  (or  260  working 
hours^)  ending  on  the  13th  day  of  August,  1860,  has  faithfully  and 
effectually  complied  with  the  stipulations  of  his  contract  for  the  exe- 
cution of  the  work  above  designated ;  and  that  he,  the  said  McClellan, 
is  entitled  to  full  payment  of  said  account  within  12  days  from  and 
after  the  date  hereof,  in  accordance  with  contract  stipulations. 

(Signed  triplicates.)  C.  A.  FULLER, 

Supervisor  Southwest  Pass. 
H.  Ex.  Doc.  5 14 
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Received  at  New  Orleans,  August  16,  I860,  of  Lieutenant  Colonel 
S.  H.  Long,  United  States  agent,  hy  the  hand  of  C.  A.  Fuller,  snper- 
visor,  four  thousand  four  hundred  and  forty  dollars,  ($4,440,)  in  lull  of 
above  account. 

(Signed  triplicates  )  THOMAS  McCLELLAN. 

Indorsed. 

Approved  October  1,  I860, 

S.  H.  LONG, 
Lieut.  Cd.  Top.  Enga.^  U.  S.  Ageni. 


S6_fl  Congress,  )    HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES.    C  Ex.  Doc. 
2d  Session.     \  I    No.  6. 


STATE  DEPARTMENT— CONTINGENT  EXPENSES. 


LETTER 

FROM 

THE  SECRETARY  OF  STATE, 

TRANtMITTINO 

A  statement  of  the  contingent  expenses  of  that  department. 


Dbckmbkr  6i  1860. — Laid  upon  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Department  of  State,  Washington ^  December  3,  I860'. 

Sir  :  The  Secretary  of  State,  in  obedience  to  the  twentieth  sectioo 
of  the  act  entitled  ^^  An  act  legalizing  and  making  appropriations  for 
Bach  necessary  objects  as  have  usually  been  included  in  the  general 
appropriation  bills  without  authority  of  law,  and  to  fix  and  provide 
for  certain  incidental  expenses  of  the  departments  and  offices  of  the 
government,  and  for  other  purposes,"  approved  August  26, 1842,  and 
the  act  making  appropriations  for  the  civil  and  diplomatic  expenses 
of  the  government  for  the  year  1836,  (section  2,)  has  the  honor  to- 
submit  to  Congress  the  accompanying  statements — A,  B,  C,  D,  £,  F,. 
and  G. 

That  marked  A  shows  the  manner  in  which  the  fund  for  the  con* 
tingent  expenses  of  the  Department  of  State  has  been  expended,  so  far 
as  the  disbursements  have  been  made  by  the  disbursing  clerk  of  the: 
department,  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  on  the  30th  of  June,  1860. 

B. — A  statement  of  the  balances  of  same  appropriations  remaining 
in  the  treasury  on  the  30th  of  June,  1860,  and  in  the  hands  of  the^ 
disbursing  clerk. 

C. — A  precise  and  analytical. statement  of  all  moneys  disbursed  by^ 
the  disbursing  clerk  of  this  department  during  the  fiscal  year  ending 
on  the  30th  of  June,  1860. 

D. — A  statement  of  disbursements  from  the  fund  for  the  contingent 
expenses  of  foreign  intercourse  for  the  year  ending  on  the  30th  of 
November,  1860. 

E. — A  statement  of  the  contingent  expen^ef^  o?  fex^x^  \\i\.%\^5W5as^^ 
from  the  let  of  Pecember,  1869,  to  the  30t\i  oi^o^ctc^wt  A^^^-^  ^"^"^^ 
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than  those  paid  hy  the  agent  of  the  Department  of  State,  as  stated  hj 
the  Fifth  Auditor. 

F. — A  statement  of  the  contingent  expenses  of  all  the  missions 
ahroad  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30,  1860,  as  stated  by  the 
Fifth  Auditor. 

G. — A  statement  of  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  Department  of 
State  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1860,  other  than  those 
paid  by  the  disbursing  clerk  of  the  department,  as  stated  by  the  Fifth 
Auditor. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEWIS  CASS. 
Hon.  William  PBNNiNGToir, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Bqoresentativea. 


THE   STATE  DEPARTMENT. 


A, 


atement  of  the  manner  in  which  the  fund  for  the  contingent  expenses 
of  the  Department  of  State  has  been  eocpended  from  Jtdy  1,  1859,  to 
June  30,  1860,  inclusive^  including  the  publication  and  distribution  of 
the  laws. 


To  whom  paid. 


For  what  object. 


Total. 


muel  Kirby .. 

Wendell 

Wendell 

S    Fowler  &Ck> 

Lomas  Birch.. 

F.  Rtyly 

lomaa  Birch........ 

Wendell 

lomas  Birch  . .. 

L  Newton 

.  F.  Bayly 

F.  Clark 

lomas  Birch........ 

krker&  Spalding. 

komas  Birch........ 

Wendell 

Wassmann .. 

idwell  &Co 

kmuel  Kirby........ 

.  F.  Bayly 

8   Fowler 

lomas  Hirch 

Jillard  &  t^n...... 

leeph  L  Savage.. 

Wendell 

Mi.  C.  McGaire  &  Co. 
.  P.  Bayly 

G.  Southall 

■ancis  Lamb... .. 

iniel  Donaldson  .... 

Wendell 

ishaBell 

iniel  Donaldson  .... 

muel  Lewis ..... 

jrker  &  Spalding.... 
mesH   Beall 

Wendell 

mes  Williamson.... 

Lakemeyer .... 

imstock  &  Cassidy  .. 

m.  li.  Savage 

90.  W.  Bowman 

adrew  J.  Joyce 

Wassmann 

ndrew  J.  Joyce 

iram  Atkins........ 

3uisiana  Courier 

eo.  W.  Bowman  .... 
rancis  M.  Taylor.... 
ohnson  &  Terkes  .  .  . . 
r.  E.  Btubbs 


Furniture  and  repairs............... 

Binding  books...... ................ 

do 

Cut  goblets 

Shelving  in  library 

Stationery . 

Carpenter's  work .. 

Binding  books  ............... ...... 

Wood  boxes ....... ....... 

IHns  and  brown  cotton....... .. 

Stationery................... .. 

Carpets,  &C. ... ........ 

Newspaper  files 

Fainting 

Shelving  cases 

Binding  books 

Repairing  locks  and  new  keys  ....... 

Soap,  matches,  &c 

Furniture  and  repairs  ..... .. 

Stationery,  &c ..... ....... 

Basins  and  ewers,  &c ............ 

Easing  doors  to  cases.. ...... ... 

Sponge,  g^m  arabic,  &c. ....... . 

Spittoons,  &a .................. 

Binding  books,  &c .......... 

Furniture 

Stationery ..... 

Statuette  of  Jackson,  bronze........ 

Picture  frames  and  glasses 

Carpenter's  work ...........  . 

Binding  newspapers,  &c..... 

Tennessee  marble  paper  weights  ..... 

Shelving 

Silver-plated  ice  pitcher....... 

Japanned  tin  labels....... 

M'irble  paperweights 

Binding  books 

Scrubbing  steps  and  platforms  ....... 

Livery  of  horse  three  months  ....... 

Publishing  notice  of  death.......... 

Dusters,  &c......... ......... 

Advertising .... .......... 

Repairs  to  carriage  and  shoeing  horse. 
Repairing  locks  and  hanging  bell..... 

Carriage..... 

Publishing  notice  of  death  .......... 

Publishing  notice  of  deaths  ......... 

Advertising  ........ ...... 

Publishing  notice  of  death 

do do............ 

OmnibuSi  cartage,  freight,  &c.. ...... 


$191  50 

359  75 

304  25 

3  75 

8  00 
417  75 

3  50 
77  87 

11  50 
U  85 

335  UO 
505  55 

4  00 
4  00 

10  50 

114  50 

7  75 

37  75 

62  00 

530  07 

12  38 
50 

68  75 
28  37 

378  76 
67  00 

463  00 

50  00 

47  00 

1  50 

315  00 
15  00 

15  75 
12  00 
32  25 

9  00 
239  50 

6  00 

54  00 

1  00 

4  50 

58  56 

18  00 

16  00 
225  00 

1  00 
18  00 

2  69 
4  00 
6  00 

25  26 
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A — CoDtinaecL 


To  whom  paid. 


For  what  oliject 


Tota 


CSmc  H.  Brown 

CbMB.  McCarty 

A-  LaTmitte 

F.  Lakemeyer 

L  Marphf. ...... 

James  WUlianMOD........ 

Geo.  W.  Bowman 

Magnetic  Telegraph  Co 

Samuel  Lewis.... 

Geo.  W.  Bowman 

C.  G   Eastman 

Joiner  &Taylor 

Charles  McCarty 

A.  LaTmitte 

W.  E  Stabfas. 

Charles  H.  Brown 

Beals,  Greene  k  Co. 

James  Williamson 

Andrew  J.  Joyce 

Laurence  Murphy 

Qto.  W.  Bowman 

F.  Lakeme)er.. .......... 

JohnM.  BuUer 

M    a  Brady 

Beckbaus,  hinkmann,  k  Co. 

R.  H.  Richardson 

T.  J.  Phillips 

Jos.  L  Noyes 

Chan.  McCarty 

W.  E    Stubbs 

Cbas.  H    Brown 

C.  Flnkmann  k  Co 

James  Williamson 

Samuel  Lewis .  —  .... 

O.  Banett&Co 

John  M.  Adams  k  Co 

Edward  Barrett.. •• 

Geo.  W.  Bowman 

JohnGregson,  M.  R.  C.  V.  8 

E.  H.  CuRhiDg 

Andrew  J   Joyce .... 

W.  D.  Wallach 

John  P.  Heiss 

W.  E.  htubbs 

C.  H.Brown 

Chas  McCarty 

Jos.  L.  Noyes. .... 

James  Sheehy,  agent ••••.. 
John  Miller,  London  ..... 
John  Wiley 

B.  Chambers . 

J.  D.  B.  DeBow 

H  Wilson 

BeLJamin  Chambers. ...... 

John  Miller,  London...... 

Theodore  Schrader 

W,  H.  kO.  H.  Morrison.., 

H.  W.  Spencer,  Pari* 


Washing  towels 

Acting  as  assistant  messenger. 
do ......do 


;  LiTery  of  horse  four  months  .  . 

I  Repairs  to  hames,  kc 

I  ScrubMng  steps  and  platficvms. 

I  Publisliing  notice  of  death . 

:  Forwarding  messages......... 

I  Winding  clocks,  Ac. . 

I  Adrertising . 

'  Publishiiig  notice  of  death 

do do 


Serrices  as  acting  assbtant  messenger 

do . do . . 

Omnibos,  freight,  cartage,  Ac 

Washing  towels  and  passage  linen . 

Publishing  notices  of  death ..... 

Scrubbing  steps  and  platforms 

Repairs  to  carriage  and  shoeing  horse........ 

Repairing  harness,  Ac ....... . 

Advertising,  kc .. ... . 

Livery  of  horse — 

Print  proof  impression  of  **  Washington" 

Photograph  of  General  Cass 

Lirery  of  horse 

Publishing  notices  of  deaths .. 

do.. do. ... 

Services  as  acting  assistant  messenger  . . 

do do ... — 

Omnibus,  hack-hire,  freight,  &c . 

Washing  towels  and  passage  linen ... 

Livery  of  horse  one  month  and  18  days . 

Scrubbing  i>teps and  platforms .... 

Repairing  clocks.. 

Publishing  notices  of  deaths 

do .....do . 

Hack-hire  carrying  mails 

Publi:«hing  notices  of  deaths 

Medical  treatment  of  horse  43  dajrs . 

Publishing  notice  of  death .. 

Repairing  and  painting  carriage.shoeiDg  horse,  &cl 

Advertising ..... 

do 


Omnibus,  freight,  cartage,  &c 

Washing  towels 

Services  as  acting  assistant  messenger  . 
do do - 


Books. 
...do. 


Annals  British  legislation 

Printing  envelopes 

DeBow's  Review,.... . ........ 

New  York  Directories 

Engraving  plate  and  printiug  envelopes. 

Books 

Map  of  St.  Louis 

Enc^cVo^^Vsb  ^nVsLTitiVcak . .•••• 

\  Booki 


$17  25 
76  00 
75  00 
72  00 

5  7S 

6  00 
2  IS 

5  90 
49  50 
16  38 

1  00 

2  00 
75  00 
75  00 

29  64 
26  00 
19  00 

6  00 
10  75 

12  00 
U  42 
18  00 

8  50 

3  00 
18  00 

4  67 
6  00 

75  00 
75  00 
40  46 
22  00 
28  80 
6  00 
25  50 

6  37 
40  50 

38  50 
14  fO 
43  00 

2  00 
94  05 
34  00 
34  00 

39  58 
18  00 
75  00 
75  00 

13  50 
448  21 

10  50 

7  60 

5  00 
5  00 

30  00 
219  49 

5  00 

11  00 

9  9S 


I 
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A — Continaed. 


To  whom  paid. 


For  what  paid. 


Total. 


^eo.  Knapp&Co.... 

i.  Chambers 

illiman  &  Daoa 

K  J.  Bishop 

'    W.  Fowler 

ohn  Miller,  London 

ranck  Taylor 

iT.  H    Boyd 

[.  W.  Spencer,  Paris 

aylor  &  Maury 

Viylor  &  Maury 

rosby,  Nichols  &  Ck>.  .... 

.    la.  Weld 

'ranck  Taylor 

ohn  Miller.  London... ... 

I.  W.  Spencer,  Paris 

.  M  C.  Ambruster.. . 

.  D.  B   DeBow 

\.  Chambers 

}h    Laxsalle 

fohn  W.  Forney 

^.  C.  Bryant  &  Co 

>ale8&  Seaton 

Oarney  &  Hughes 

fohn  Lockie 

Lumsden,  Kendall  &  Co 

liumm  &  Co. 

A.  S.  Willington  &  Co 

D.J.  Bishop 

WillUm  Dillow 

Wm.  W.  Harding 

Wm.  Bice 

Bales  &  Seaton 

John  Lockie . 

Richie,  Dunnavant  &  Co... 

Qeorge  W.  Bowman 

G.  W.Clark  &  Co 

Hallock.  Hale  &  Hallock  .. 

Robert  Mayo,  jr 

John  B   Dimitry 

Charles  A.  Forsyth. .. 

H.M.Smith 

Thomas  J.  Johnston....... 

Charles  A.  Forsyth 

Robert  Mayo,  jr 

Robert  Mayo,  jr.... 

Thomas  J.  Johnston...... 

Charles  A  Forsyth 

Jules  St  Martin 

J.  M.Campbell 

Beibels  &  Wyatt 

E.  H  Cushing 

J.  M.  Griswold 

John  John*  &  Co 

Richie,  Dunnavant,  Tyler 

&  Wise 

A.  A  Gaulding  &  Co 

Bradford,  Miller  &  Simons.. 
John  W.  Bennett 


St  Louis  Directory 

Printing  envelopes 

Silliman's  Journal 

Atlantic  Monthly 

Department  Directories. 

Books 

....do 


Washington  Directories. 

Books 

...do 


Worcester's  Dictionary  .. 
North  American  Review  . 
Barton's  Life  of  Jackson. 
American  Almanacs,  &o.. 

Books 

....do 


Manual  Coins  of  the  World 

DeBow's  Review 

Printing  envelopes 

Courier  des  £tat8-Unis,  one  year 

The  Press,  one  year.... . 

The  Evening  Post,  sit  months...... 

Six  copies  National  Intelligencer,  six  months. . 

Louisville  Democrat,  15  months 

Two  copies  Baltimore  Sun,  six  months «.. 

New  Orleans  Picayune,  18  months 

Scientific  American,  one  year. ............ 

Charleston  Courier,  2^  years 

Herald,  Tribune,  and  Times,  one  year 

Evening  Star,  eight  months  ..••.. 

Pennsylvania  Inquirer,  1  year . 

Pennsylvanian,  4  years  and  8  months . . 

Six  copies  National  Intelligencer,  6  months 

Two  copies  Baltimore  Sun ,  6  months .......... 

Richmond  Inquirer,  2  years .: 

Five  copies  Constitution,  I  year 

Mobile  Advertiser,  5  years. 

Journal  of  Commerce,  1  year 

38  days'  services  as  extra  clerk. 

Copying 

74  days'  services  as  extra  clerk 

Copying 

102  days'  services  as  extra  clerk 

82  days'  services  as  extra  clerk 

66  days'  services  as  extra  clerk 

48  days'  services  as  extra  clerk 

78  days'  services  as  extra  clerk 

75  days'  services  as  extra  clerk.. 

49  days  services  as  extra  clerk 

Publishing  laws,  &c.,  2d  session  35th  Congress. 

....do..... do ...... 


.do. 
.do. 
.do. 


.do. 
.do. 
.do- 


.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 


.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 


$3  00 

3  75 

5  00 

3  00 

3  50 

680  67 

46  26 

10  00 

37  48 

27  26 

7  50 

10  00 

8  00 

35  00 

340  32 

3  42 

10  00 

5  00 

5  00 

8  00 

6  00 

5  00 

30  00 

7  50 

3  36 

18  00 

2  00 

25  00 

37  20 

1  96 

8  00 

32  66 

30  00 

3  36 

14  00 

30  00 

50  00 

10  00 

114  00 

15  20 

222  00 

137  72 

306  00 

246  00 

264  00 

192  00 

234  00 

225  00 

147  00 

106  50 

106  50 

106  50 

106  50 

106  50 

106  50 

106  50 

106  50 

106  50 

CONTINGENT  EXPENSES   OF 

A — ContiDued 


To  whom  paid. 


For  what  object. 


A.T.Whittlegey.... 

Thomas  Tigar 

Thomas  Morton 

Charles  N.  Pine 

Marcel  las  Emery ...  . 

G.  E.Elford 

Fras   M  Taylor 

8.  B  Adams........ 

Bichey  &  Corey 

Beals,  Greene  &  Co.. 
Holden&  Wilson... 

Thomas  J.  Key 

W.  H.  Babcock 

Hiram  Atkins. 

C.  P.  Johnson . 

E.Barksdale 

O.  Barrrett  &  Co.... 

G.W.Guthrie 

£.  G.  Eastman  &  Co. 
Bobertson  &  Clark.. 

T.J.Phillips 

Thomas  K.  Bobson. 

C.C.  Hemphill 

Osborn  &  Baldwin.. 

W.F  Strorey 

Conley  &  Patrick... 

John  C  Noble 

J.  E  Johnson 

John  McClarty 


D.B.  Taylor 

N.B.  Hubbard 

Hugh  Moffett 

Jos.  L.  Savage 

Thomas  Birch 

Adams'  Express  Company.. 

lliomos  Birch.... .. 

W.P.  Faherty 

D.B.  Taylor 

Thomas  Birch..... 

James  McGrann. ....... 

John  McGuire 

W.P.  Faherty 

Benj.  Eggleston , 


P.  H.  Ganghran. 


B.  H.  Bichardson  &  Co.. 

Henry  J.  Leory  ....... 

William  Sharp 

A.H.  Marschalk 

Jones  &  Dyke... ...... 

B.  D.  Austin 

John  M.  Adams  &  Co.  . 

P.Allen  &  Son 

Ct>m8t(Hk  &  Cassidy 

Joiner  &  Taylor 

W.H.Gill&Co \.  do 

N.  D.  flabbard .\  FieVg^t  on  ^ocosasiiXa 


PaMishing  laws,  &c  ,  2d  session  35th  Congress 

do do..... 

do do 

do do . 

- do do . 

do do , 

do ...do 

do do 

.... do... do............ 

do do 

do do 

.... do do 

do do .- 

. do do. ........... 

do do 

do do .... 

...do do 

..... do do , 

.- do do 

..do do..... 

do do 

do do 

do do 

do do - 

.... do.... do 

do do 

do do ... 

....do do ..... 

Publishing  laws,  &c.,  Ist  and  2d  sessions  S5th 

Congress 

Freight  and  charges  on  documents........... 

do ^.  ......do .. 

Coopering  boxes.... ... 

Nails,  screw-driver,  &c.. 

Making  boxes  for  documents 

Freight  and  charges  on  documents 

Makintf  boxes  for  documents......... 

Furnishing  paste  for  six  months 

Freight  and  charges  on  documents 

Making  boxes  for  documents  and  shelving  cases. 

Labor,  moving  boxes 

do 

Services  as  packer  and  proof  reader  for  quarter.. 
Services  ss  assistant  packer  and  proof  reader  for 

quarter . 

Services   as  assistant  packer   and   laborer  for 

quarter - 

Publishing  laws,  &c.,  2d  session  35th  Congress.. 

do do 

do do 

do do..... 

do do..... - 

do do 

........ do  ••••  ..••••. •••..••.  .do.... •.••.... 

do do......... 

do do.. .....••... 

.... Ao do, ........... 

^«5> 


Total. 


\ 


$106  50 
106  M 
106  50 
106  50 
106  50 
106  50 
106  50 
106  50 
106  50 
106  50 
106  50 
106  50 
106  50 
1U6  50 
106  50 
lOfi  50 
106  50 
106  50 
319  50 
106  50 
106  50 
106  50 
106  50 
106  50 
106  50 
213  00 
106  50 
106  50 

265  10 

162  85 

14  50 

2  25 

455 

6  37 

880  70 

23  37 

500 

174  43 

19  50 

240 

2  40 

350  00 

187  50 

150  00 
106  50 
106  50 
106  50 
106  50 
106  50 
213  00 
106  50 
106  50 
106  50 
106  50 
106  50 


THE  8TATE  DEPABTMENT. 
A — Continued. 


To  whom  paid. 


For  what  object. 


Total. 


James  McOraDO  and  John 

McGuire 

W.  P.  Faherty.. 

John  M  Berahiflel 

Thomas  Birch............ 

W.P.  Faherty 

Benj.  EgglestoQ 


P.  H.  Gaoghran . 


Jos.  L.  SaTsge. ........... 

H.J.Strickler 

Thomas  Birch..... , 

W.  P.  Faherty , 

James  F.  Essex 

Adams'  Express  (Company.. 
Thomas  lUrch. ........... 

Daniel  Dmaldson 

W.    P.  Faherty 

Benj.  Eggleston 


P.  H.  Gaughran. 


Daniel  Donaldson. 
SethW.  Driggs... 

W.P.  Faherty 

Daniel  Donaldson. 

W.P.  Faherty 

Benj.  £;ggleston... 


P.  H.  Gaughran. 


Edward  Fnrsle. 
David  Clarke.. 
W.G.T.  Vault. 


Moving  boxes  of  documents -. 

Furnishing  paste  for  3  months..... 

Freight  on  documents 

Divisions  in  case ... . . .... 

Services  as  packer  and  proof  reader  for  quarter.. 
Services  as  assistant  packer  and  proof  reader  for 

quarter 

Services  as   assistant  packer  and    laborer  for 

quarter ....  ..................... 

NaUs,  Ac 

Freight  on  documents 

Boxes  for  documents 

Furnishing  paste  for  3  months................ 

Hoops 

Freight  and  chages  on  documents 

Box 


Boxes  for  documemts..... 

Services  as  packer  and  proof  reader  for  quarter.. 
Services  as  assistant  packer  and  proof  reader  for 

quarter...... 

Services  as  assistant  packer    and  laborer  for 

quarter..... 

Boxes  for  documents. ...••....•. . 

Publishing  laws,  &c.,  2d  session  35th  Congress.. 

Furnishing  paste  for  3  months 

Boxes...... 


Services  as  pctcker  and  proof  reader  for  quarter.. 
Services  as  assistant  packer  and  proof  reader  for 

quarter . . 

Services  as  assistant  packer  and  laborer  for 

quarter 

Publishing  laws,  &o.,  2d  session  35th  Congpress.. 

do do 

do do 


$1  75 

2  50 

249  70 

8  00 

350  00 

187  50 

150  00 

7  18 

18  00 

30  00 

2  50 

5  00 

54  36 

1  00 

30  00 

350  00 

187  50 

150  00 

26  15 

106  50 

2  50 

3  75 

350  00 

187  50 

150  00 

213  00 

106  50 

213  00 
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€K)NTINGENT  EXPENSES  OF 


B. 


Statement  of  the  halancea  of  appropricUiona  for  the  incidental  and  con- 
tingent  expenses  of  the  State  Department  on  June  30^  1860,  indudinj 
publishing  and  dislrHnUion  of  the  laws,  in  the  treasury  and  in  ike 
hands  of  the  disbursing  derk. 


Appropriations. 


CD  'S 


^  9  is 


Extra  clerk  hire  aod  copjing..... 

Btationery,  blank  books,  binding,  &c..... 

Publishing  the  laws  in  pamphlet  form,  &c 

Copper  plate  printing,  books,  and  maps 

Proof  reading,  packing,  distiibnting  the  laws,  &c 

Newspapers.. . ..... .. 

To  purchase  50  copies  Howard's  Reports,  &c..... 
Miscellaneous  items......... 


$1,000  00 
4,250  00 

31,033  50 
2 
7,363  17 
1,150  00 
1,000  00 
1,000  00 


46,796  69 


$352  69 

796  10 

3, 673  66 

552  91 

1,229  16 

34  07 


1,213  11 


7,851  71 


Tbbasubt  Dspabtmdt, 

SfgitUr't  Office,  NoMmber  16,  1860. 


F.  BIGGER,  Bigislir. 


c. 

Analytical  statement  of  aU  the  moneys  disbursed  by  the  disbursing  derh 
of  the  Department  of  State  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1860. 


For  contingent  and  incidental  expenses  of  the  Department  of  State,  includ- 
ing publishing  and  distributing  the  laws  and  documents,  &c 

For  salaries  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  Assistant  Secretary  of  State,  and  of 
the  clerks,  messenger,  and  assistant  messenger,  and  laborers  in  his  office.. 

For  salaries  of  the  watchmen  and  laborers  of  the  northeast  executive  build- 
ing  

For  contingent  expenses  of  the  northeast  executive  building 

For  contingent  expenses  of  all  the  missions  abroad . ........... 

For  contingent  expenses  of  foreign  intercourse . . — ..... .. 

For  expenses  of  rescuing  citizens  of  the  United  States  from  shipwreck 

For  the  purchase  of  blank  books,  stationeiy,  arms  of  the  United  States, 
seals,  presses,  flags,  and  for  the  payment  of  postages  and  miscellaneous 
expenses  of  the  consuls 

For  office  rent  for  those  consuls  general,  consuls,  and  commercial  agents  who 
are  not  allowed  to  trade .. ....... .... 

For  preservation  of  the  archives  of  the  several  consulates  and  commercial 
agents  of  the  United  States 

For  the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade 


$21,783  64 

57,800  00 

3, 600  00 
2.592  83 
2,450  19 
28,074  89 
6,241  19 

22,855  20 

20, 679  56 

2, 120  51 
7,576  90 

175,774  41 


THE   STATE   DEPARTMENT. 


D. 

Statement  of  expenditures  from  the  fund  for  the  contingent  expenses  of 

foreign  intercourse  from  December  1,  1859,  to  November  30,  1860, 

indnsivcy  made  agreeably  to  the  second  section  of  the  act  of  May  9, 

18i6,  entitled  '*  An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  citnl  and  dipUy- 

maiic  expenses  of  government  for  the  year  1836." 


To  whom  paid. 


Adams's  Express  Co. 

James  Maguire 

W.  A.  Shannon 


W.  E.  Stubbs... 
W.  Carey  Jones. 


Henry  Wykoff 

Francis  J.  Grnnd  , 


Washington  City  Post  Office 
N.  D.  Hubbard 


D.  B.Taylor 

A.  R.  de  La  Ileintree. 


C.  C.  Rogers 

Thos.  Birch 

Geo.  W.  Bowman. 
R.  B.J.Twyman  .. 
Hunter  Davidson  . 


American  Telegraph  Co. 
W.H.  Vesey 


Adams's  Expiess  Co. 

H.  W  Spencer 

I.  D.  Andrews 


Beverley  Tucker . 

Beverley  Tucker - 
Z.B.Caverly 


I.  W.  Gorham. 


American  Telegraph  Co. 
D.  B.  Taylor 


W.E.  Stubbs 

American  Telegraph  Co.. 
N.D.Hubbard 


Washington  City  Post  Office 

H.  Richey 

Sam.  Lewis 

Colt's  Pat.  F.  A.  Man.  Co 
American  Telegraph  Co. 
Doff  Green 


For  what  object. 


Freight  and  charges  on  boxes  for  legations 

Compensation  and  expenses  with  treaty  to  Chili. 

Expenses  to  and  from  Richmond  on  public  busi- 
ne^ 

Petty  expenses  for  quarter - 

Special  agent  to  Central  America,  charged  to 
him  on  the  books  of  the  treasury 

Bearer  of  despatches  to  St.  Petersburg,  charged 
to  him  on  the  Injoks  of  the  treasury 

Special  agent  to  Europe,  charged  to  him  on  the 
books  of  the  treasury.. . .. 

Postage  for  the  quarter 

Despatch  agent,  lioston,  compensation  and  ex- 
penses  

Despatch  agent.  New  York,  compensation  and 
expenses 

Compensation  and  expenses  with  despatches 
from  Vera  Cruz 

Profe88ional  services  in  the  case  of  Desling 

Boxes  for  King  of  Siam 

Advertising  exequaturs - 

Boat  hire  and  porterage  at  Vera  Cruz  for  quarter. 

Expenses  from  and  to  Annapolis  on  public  busi- 
ness   

Forwarding  messngrrs 

Expenses  sending  despatch  bags  to  Paris  from 
Havre  and  returning 

Freight  and  charges  on  boxes  to  legations 

Frenrh  newspapers 

Compensation  and  expenses  as  special  agent  to 
British  North  American  Provinces 

Expenses  receiving  and  transmitting  despatches, 
6  mouths 

English  newspapers 

Expenses  two  trips  from  Lima  and  returning 
once  with  dcf^patches 

Expenses  arresting,  and  examination  of,  crimi- 
nals at  Jerusjilem ......... 

Forwarding  messjiges 

Despatch  agent.  New  York,  compensation  and 
expenses 

Petty  expeoFCs  for  quarter..... -. 

Forwarding  messages 

Despatch  agent,  Boston,  compensation  and  ex- 
penseit,  quarter 

Postage  for  the  quarter 

Tin  treaty  boxes - 

Silver  treaty  boxes 

Pair  Colt's  pistols,  case,  cartridges,  caps,  &c 

Forwarding  messages .. 

Compensation  and  expenses  qa  v^%c^B\«%^^i\.. 


Total. 


$359  34 
2, 133  01 

22  00 
29  30 

6,756  00 

1,600  00 

1,000  00 
322  10 

206  00 

600  03 

149  00 

150  00 
7  60 

19  14 
38  66 

37  00 
27  73 

227  70 
77  20 
27  20 

1,169  16 

242  00 
43  32 

1,166  50 

648  20 
10  88 

738  02 
12  00 
12  69 

206  25 
297  08 
14  00 
975  00 
279  00 

\    \,^\S.  ^^ 
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CONTINOENT  EXPENSES   OF 
D — Continued. 


To  whom  paid. 


H.  W.  Spencer 
W.  H.  Vesey--. 


Sam.  Lewis. 


Geo.  W.  Bowman. 
R.B.  J.Twyman.. 
J.  C.  DiricksoD 


John  Cull  am 

Jas.  R.  Snowden . 


Jos.  Shillington.. 

Edwin  Jones 

Beverley  IHicker. 
John  Heart 

C.  Wendell 

W.  E  Stubhs 

D.  B.  Taylor  .. - 


N.D.Hubbard. 


Ma^etic  Telegraph  Co. 

Bam  Klrby 

Washington  City  Post  Office 

Leopold  Bierwirth 

Adams's  Express  Co 

J.  T.  Pickett 

Geo  W.  Bfiwman 

F.  J.  Gruud 


American  Telegraph  Co. 
J.B.8.  Dimitry 


H.  W.  Spencer  , 

Riggs&Co 

W.  H.  Trescott , 


Beverley  Tucker. 


American  Telegraph  Co... 

Wm.  M.  Browne 

Ordnance  department. .. 

Sam .  Lewis 

Coast  Survey  --.-. 

W.  E.  Stubbs 

Henry  Wykoff 


N.  D.  Hubbard - 


D.  B.  Taylor . 


Washington  aty  Post  Office 
O.  E.  Roberts 


J.  Ernest  Meiere . 
Sam.  Bicker 


For  what  object. 


French  newspapers 

Expenses  sending  despatch  bags  from  Havre  to 
Paris  and  returning 

Silver  mountings  and  ornamental  engraving  for 
boxes .......... .- ..... 

Advertising  exequaturs ... ... 

Boat  hire  and  porterage  at  Vera  Cruz 

Expenses  procuring  information  at  Apia,  case 
of  A.  Van  Camp...... 

Printing  passports .. 

Gold,  silver,  and  bronze  medals  for  presenta- 
tion to  Japanese 

5  vols  Schoolcraft's  History  of  the  Indian  tribes. 

Binding  books  for  presentation  to  the  Japanese. 

English  newspapers 

Binding  books  for  presentation  to  Japanese 

Treaty  portfolios ... 

Petty  expenses  for  quarter 

Despatch  agent.  New  York,  compensation  and 
expenses,  quarter ., ..... 

Despatch  agent,  Boston,  compensation  and  ex- 
penses, quarter ........ 

Forwarding  messages .... 

Boxes  for  Japan 

Postages  for  quarter ....... 

Expenses  attending  arrest  of  Gustav  Schilling.. 

Freight  and  expenses  on  boxes  for  legations... 

Boat  hire  and  porterage  at  Vera  Cruz......... 

AdvertiHing  exequaturs.. ... 

Expenses  sending  despatch  bags  to  Paris  from 
Havre  and  returning .......... 

Forwarding  messages .... 

Compensation  and  expenses  with  treaty  from 
Coista  Rica 

French  newppapers 

Bill  on  London 

Expenses  to,  at,  and  from  Bedford  on  public  busi- 
ness   

Newspapers  and  receiving  and  forwarding  des- 
patches, 6  months.. 

Forwarding  messages . 

Advertising  exequaturs ..  ............ 

Ordnance  for  presentation  to  Japan 

Silver  plate  engraved  and  silver  treaty  box.... 

Maps  and  charts  for  Japan  ...... . 

Petty  expenses  for  quarter..... ... 

Bearer  of  despatches  to  China,  charged  to  him 
on  the  books  of  the  treasury. 

Despatch  agent,  Boston,  compensation  and  ex- 
penses, quarter . ... 

Despatch  agent,  New  York,  compensation  and 
expenses,  quarter 

Postage  for  the  quarter........ 

Compensation  an<.  expenses  as  bearer  of  records 
of  the  commission  claims  on  China 

Expenses  while  acting  as  consul  at  Vera  Cruz.. 

Expei«e»\Tic\MT«^\Tit«»N<siV.tL^  a  passport  frau- 
I      dxiVetiW^  o\i\akVDLtd . .... 


Total. 


$18  80 
81  03 

345  00 

126  84 
38  56 

300  00 
192  00 

1,544  07 

45  00 

229  00 

21  88 
166  00 

97  50 
41  66 

805  34 

206  00 

22  78 
75  00 

352  05 

93180 

25128 

36  72 

22  44 

199  79 
29  31 

649  50 

41  10 

138  12 

35  00 

263  90 
35  18 
24  00 
6, 683  08 
66  60 
173  67 
15  00 

1,200  00 

206  00 

753  28 
276  55 

1,416  32 
80  00 

35  33 


THE   STATE  DEPARTMENT. 

D — CoDtiDued. 
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To  whom  paid. 

For  what  object. 

Total. 

George  E  Jillard 

Making  treaty  seals..... ... 

$100  00 

W.  H.  EsliDg 

Expenses  with  treaty  from  Caracas. . ......... 

50  00 

Charles  J.  D.  Jones 

F.  J.  Grand 

Expenses  as  beHrer  of  despatches  from  Bo$;ota . 

Expenses  sending  despatch  bags  to  Paris  from 

Havie  and  returning..................... 

203  34 

1»2  93 

H.  W.  Spencer 

Subscription  to  French  newspapers ............ 

22  30 

bam.  Lewis  ............. 

Rosewood  treaty  boxes,  silver  mountings 

1,014  00 

E. 

SicUement  of  the  contingent  expenses  of  foreign  intercourse^  per  adjust- 
ments of  accounts  at  this  office,  other  than  those  of  the  disbursing  derk 
of  the  Department  of  State,  from  December  1,  1859,  to  September 
30,  1860,  vt*; 


Thmuend  Barrit,  late  eonnii  general  to  Japan, 

For  amount  of  his  account  from  July  1,  1858,  to  September  30, 
1859,  consisting  of  payment  to  that  government  of  its  claim 
against  two  American  citisens,  Messrs.  iteed  and  Doogherty, 
pay  of  an  interpreter  and  his  extraordinary  expenses   to 

Teddo  and  back,  and  sundry  miscel laneous  items $3, 898  27 

I  in  exchange 1,679  97 


John  B.  Ward,  wmnitter  to  Chma 

For  amount  of  his  expenses  between  January  15,  1^59,  and  March  31, 
1860,  from  going  to  and  returning  from  Pekin,  the  capital  of  the  empire.. 

John  MUiir,  detpaieh  agent  at  London. 

For  amount  paid  by  him  between  April  1,  1859,  and  September  30,  1860, 
for  receiving  and  forwarding  despatt  hes,  parcels,  and  packages  to  and 
from  the  Secretary  of  State,  United  States  consuls  in  foreign  ports,  and 
commandersof  vessels  abroad,  £1,297  It  l^d  sterling,  equal,  at  |4  84,  to. 


$5,578  24 


6,732  33 


6,279  3% 


18,58»  89 


Trbasubt  Depabtmikt, 

Fifth  Audiior^t  Office,  Noumber  30,  1860. 
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CONTINGENT  EXPENSES  OP 


Biatement  of  (he  contingent  expenses  of  all  the  missions  abroad  from  Jtdy 
1,  1859,  fo  Jutie  30,  1860,  as  shown  by  accounts  adjusted  at  tkii 
office^  oilier  than  tchat  may  have  been  paid  by  the  disbursing  clerk  o/ 
the  Department  of  SiaiCy  viz : 


Auffustu8  C.  Dodffif  late  minuter  to  Spam. 

For  amount  of  bis  contingeDt  expenaes  from  March  13  to 
April  18,  1869 


Jamn  W,  Borden,  eommiadoner  to  the  Sandtekh  idands. 

For  amount  of  his  contingencies  from  October  1,  1858,  to 

June  30,  1860 

Losses  iu  exchange...... ... 

E  O.  W.  Butler f  aeerttary  of  Ifgation  to  Prussia. 

For  losses  in  exchange  from  October  1,  1858,  to  June  30, 
1860 , 


Peter  Parker^  minister  to  China, 

For  amount  of  bis  contingencies  from  September  10,  1855,  to 
December  14,  1857 

Losses  in  exchange  from  March  31,  1856,  to  August  25,  1857. 

F.  W.  PickenSt  late  minister  to  Russia, 

For  amount  of  his  contingencies  from  Maich  20,  1858,  to 
June  30,  1860 


WiUiam  7.  Wfight,  secretary  of  legation  to  Brazil, 

For  losses  in  excliange  from  July  1,  1856,  to  March  7,  1859.. 

G'orffe  W,  JJppdtt^  secretary  of  Ityation  to  Austria. 

For  contiui^cnt  expenses  of  that  legation  from  July  1,  1858, 

to  January  31,  1859 

Losses  iu  exchange 


R.  K,  Meade^  minister  to  Brazil, 

For  amount  of  his  contingencies  from  April  1, 1859,  to  March 

31,  1860 

Losses  in  exchange .. 


John  W.  Dana^  late  minister  to  Bolivia, 

For  amount  of  his  contingencies  from  January  1  to  July  20, 
1859,  including  his  expenses  from  La  Paz,  of  $549  81..... 


James  B,  BouHin^  late  commissioner  to  Paraguay, 

For  amount  of  his  contingencies  from  October  1,  1858,  to 

June  30,  1859 

Loeaea  in  exchaoge 


$274  92 
236  53 


743  48 
6,331  38 


100  87 
200  87 


312  24 
522  16 


1, 140  74 


$52  72 


51145 


68  34 


7,074  86 

2, 190  78 

59  87 


301  73 


834  40 


666  06 


\      \:t^\\ 
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George  M.  DalUu,  minister  to  Great  Britain. 

mount  of  his  contingeDcietf  from  October  1,   1858,  to 
e  30,  1860 


F.  A.  7\irpin,  mini^ttr  to  Venezuela. 

Dount  of  hb  contingencies  from  July  25,  1858,  to  Juno 
1860 


J.  Glancey  Jbnes^  minister  to  Austria. 

mount  of  his  contingencies  from  November  28,  1858,  to 
ic  30,  1860 , 


Jotq>h  A.  Wright,  minister  to  Prussia, 

mount  of  his  contingencies  from  April  1,  1859,  to  June 

1860 

3  in  exchange  , 


E.  Y,  Fair,  minister  to  Belgium. 

mount  of  his  contingent  expenses  from  January  1, 1859, 

June  30,  1860 

B  in  exchange .... 


Beoerly  L.  Clarke,  minitter  to  Guatemala  and  Honduras, 

amount  of  his  contingencies  from  January  1,  1859,  to 
rch  17,  1860 


George  W.  Morgan,  minister  to  Portugal. 

mouDt  of  his  contingencies  from  May  11,  1858,  to  June 

1860 

s  in  exchange .... 


\iirabeau  B.  Lamar,  minister  to  Nicaragua  and  Costa  Rica. 

mount  of  his  contingencies  from  December  23,  1857,  to 
jtember  10,  1859 


James  M.  Buchanan,  minister  to  Denmark. 

imount  of  his  contingencies  from  January  1,   1859,  to 
ie30,  1860 


John  if.  Daniel,  minister  to  Sardinia, 

unount  of  his  contingencies  from  January  1,  1859,  to 

36  30,  1860 

B  In  exchange.......... ...... ............ 


Benjamin  F.  Angel,  minister  to  Sweden. 

tmount  of  his  contingencies  from  January  1,  1859,  to 

le  30,  1860 

fl  in  exchange.. ., 


$967 
405 

37 
24 

536  81 
162  93 

1,095  21 
12  81 


758  00 
79  04 


400  05 


$5,270  99 


1,027  17 


589  43 


1,372  61 


699  74 


260  01 


1, 108  02 


135  00 


829  35 


\ 


837  04 


^SSi  VL 
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CONTINGENT  EXPENSES   OF 

F — Continaed. 


Edum  Dt  Leon,  eonmL  general  at  Alexandria,  im  Egypl. 

For  amount  disbursed  by  him  on  account  of  this  fund  from 
January  1, 1858,  to  Match  31, 1859,  consisting  of  stationery, 
subscription  to  hospital,  &c 


Baring  BroLhen  if  Co.,  bafUoert  at  Lomdom, 

For  amount  of  losses  in  exchange  on  bills  purchased  and  re- 
mitted to  them  above  par  from  February  11,  1859,  to  June 
30,  18C0 


Jokn  Bigier,  minuter  to  ChUi. 

For  amount  of  his  conttngeut  expenses  from  January  1,  1859, 
toBlarch  31,  1860 


Joeeph  R.  Chandler,  mtniiter  to  the  kingdom  qf  the  '•  Tboo  SieUm,*' 

For  amount  of  his  contingencies  from  January  1,  1859,  to 

June  30,  1860 

Losses  in  exchange ...... .... 


J.  Randolpk  OUtg,  mmieler  to  Peru, 

For  amount  of  his  contingencies  from  January  1,  1859,  to 
June  30,  I860 


Rohert  M.  McLane,  minieter  to  Mexico. 

For  amount  of   his  contingencies  from  March  7,  1859,  to 
June  30,  1860 


Lewie  Que,  jr.,  late  minuter  to  the  Pontifical  Statet. 

For  amount  of  his  contingent  expenses  from  January  1  to  No- 
vember 27,  1858 

Losses  in  exchange 


R.  W.  WooUey,  tecrelary  of  legation  to  Spaim, 

For  amount  of  his  contingencies  from  December  22,  1358,  to 

December  3,  1859 

Losses  in  exchange - 


ffenry  C.  Murphy,  nUmtter  to  Ndherlande. 

For  amount  of  his  contingencies  from  April  1,  1859,  to  June 

30,  1860 

Losses  in  exchange ..••....., 


Theodore  S.  Fay,  minider  to  SwUeeriand. 

For  amount  of  his  contingencies  from  July  1,  1858,  to  March 

31,  1860 \ 

Losses  in  exchange 


John  CotUm  Smkh,  minuter  to  Bolida. 

For  amount  of  his  contingeiic\eA  itom  3\i\^  \,  \%^^, \A\kaxOKi 
31,  1860 


$1,100  17 
2  50 


907  30 
398  32 

248  81 
23  51 

426  64 
65  33 

767  85 
368  85 

.\. 


$220  23 


4,092  40 


1,638  05 


1,102  67 


783  98 


21187 


1,305  62 


272  32 


49HT 


1,136  70 


't&^U 
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H.  L.  dt  La  Rdidree,  uerelary  qf  ligation  to  Spam. 

For  his  losses  in  exchange  from  March  7  to  November  14, 
1859 


Buckingham  Smith,  ucretary  tif  legation  to  l^xtin. 

For  amount  of  his  oontiogencies  from  June  5,  1855,  to  Octo- 
ber 10,  1858 

Losses  in  exchange 


Ihvmaend  Harria,  minisier  to  Japan, 

For  amount  of  his  losses  in  exchange  from  July  28  to  Sep- 
tember 80,  1869 


Benjamin  C.  Yancey,  minider  to  Argentine  Oonfederation, 

For  amount  of  his  contingencies  from  August  12,  1858,  to 

November  24,  1859 

Losses  in  excliange 


John  T.  Moion,  late  ndnialer  to  France, 

For  amount  of  his  contingencies  from  July  1,  1858,  to  Octo- 
ber 3,  1859 

Losses  in  exchange ............................... 


OaTTcll  Spence,  late  nUnialer  to  Turkey, 

Kor  his  contingencies  from  January  1  to  December  12,  1857. 
>  in  excliango........ — ..... ....... 


Charles  R.  BuckaUw,  miniiter  to  Ecuador, 

'Far  his  contingencies  from  January  1,  1859,  to  March  31, 

1860 

Losses  in  exchange 


Jamee  WilUanu,  minister  to  Turkey, 

For  amount  of  his  contingencies  from  January  20  to  Decem- 
ber 31,  1859 


J.  B,  WUbor,  jr.,  aseittant  seerttary  <^  legation  at  Paria, 

For  his  losses  in  exchange  from  January  1,  1858,  to  March 
7,  1860 


John  E.  Ward,  minitter  to  (Mna, 

For  his  contingencies  from  January  15,  1859,  to  March  81, 

1860 

Losses  in  exchange 


WaUiam  Preaton,  miniater  to  Sjpain, 

For  amount  of  his  contingencies  from  December  8,  1858,  to 
March  31,  1860,  including  his  extraordinary  expenses  in 
following  tba  residences  of  thei^ourt 


$67  30 
142  69 


132  02 
693  96 

2,931  02 
264  69 

2,299 
3,853 

84 
61 

172  49 
372  83 

534  47 
1,279  73 


$3  87 


209  99 


1,268  02 


825  98 


3, 195  71 


6, 153  45 


545  32 


1,046  89 


36  55 


1,814  20 


t^VLV  ^^» 
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CONTIKGEKT   EXPENSES. 
F — Oontinaed. 


C.  EjtmHf  late  minuter  to  Venaada. 

For  amount  of  contingencies  during  his  late  mission  not  be- 
fore charged - 


John  P.  Brown,  mcrdary  of  Ugation  and  dragoman  to  TSurkey, 

For  losses  in  exchange  from  December  31,  1858,  to  December 
31,  1859 


Bomamt  DSUm,  merHary  tf  legation  to  Brazil. 

For  his  losses  in  exchange  from  March  31,  1859,  to  March  4, 
1860 


W.  R.  OaUiount  merttary  of  legation  to  France. 

For  losses  in  exchange  from  December  31,  1857,  to  March  4, 
1860 

For  contingencies  from  October  4,  1859,  to  March  4,  I860.... 

John  F.  (huhman,  minitter  to  Argentine  Confederation, 

For  his  contingencies  from  August  2,  1859,  to  June  30,  1860. 
Losses  in  exchange  ....... .... 


Alexander  BimUrg,  minuter  to  Coela  Rica  and  Nicaragua, 

For  amount  of  his  contingencies  from  August  15,  1859,  to 
June  30,  1860 


$67  76 
1,056  47 


89  00 
583  53 


$50  00 


23  00 


82  37 


1, 124  S3 


672  63 


230  15 


57,278  29 


Treasury  Dbpartmbnt, 

Fifth  AudUor't  Office,  November  30,  1860. 


G. 

Statement  of  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  Department  of  State^  per 
adjustments  of  accounts  at  this  officCy  other  than  those  of  its  disbursing 
derkyfrom  July  1,  1859,  to  June  30,  1860,  viz: 

For  amount  paid  Little,  Brown  &  Co.,  for  11,000  copies  (pamphlet  form)  of 
the  Laws  of  the  United  States  of  1859  and  1860,  (1st  session  36th  Con- 
gress,)  at  37i  cents  per  copy $4,125  00 


Trbasukt  DBPARnmiT, 

Fi/th  Auditor'e  Office,  November  SO,  1860. 


36th  Cokqwbb,  )    HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES.    (  Ex.  Doc. 
M  Seaaion.     S  }    No.  8. 


REGISTERED  AMERICAN  SEAMEN. 


LETTER 

rROM 

THE  SECRETARY  OF  STATE, 

TftAWfHITTINO 

An  abdract  of  returns  of  registered  American  seamen. 


Dbckmbkr  10, 1860.^Laid  upon  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Departubnt  of  State,  Washington^  December  ^^  1860. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  the  act  of  Congress  of  March  2,  1799,  I 
have  the  honor  to  communicate  an  abstract  of  the  returns  made  to 
this  department  by  collectors  of  the  customs,  pursuant  to  the  act  of 
May  28,  1796,  for  the  relief  and  protection  of  American  seamen, 
showing  the  number  of  seamen  registered  in  the  several  ports  of  entry 
of  the  United  States  during  the  year  ending  September  30,  1860. 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  also,  herewith,  a  statement  exhibiting 
the  number  of  seamen  registere  1  in  the  United  States  during  each  of 
the  last  twenty-one  years,  namely,  from  September  30,  1839,  to  Sep- 
tember  30,  1860 ;  and  to  be,  sir^  your  obedient  servant, 

LEWIS  CASS. 

Hon.  William  Pennington, 

Speaks  cf  the  House  4jf  Bepreseniatives. 


•^^MERICAN   8EAHEN. 


Abstract  of  returns  of  American  seamen  registered  in  the  several  ports  of 
entry  of  the  United  States  during  the  year  ending  September  30, 1860. 


Qiu 

fterly  returns  in  each  district. 

Citiaens. 

Native. 

NatuiEliied. 

4th  quartisr  1869, 
Iflt  quarter  1860 
2d  quarter  1860  . 
3d  Quarter  1860  . 

MAINE. 

POETLAim  AMD  VALMOVTH. 

Moeea  Bfaodonald,  collector 

do 

do 

do 

156 
184 
165 

78 

1 
] 
2 
4 

Total 

583 

9 

PASBAMAQUODDT. 

Robert  Burns,  collector  ..........  ...... 

4th  quarter  1859, 
1st  quarter  1860 
2d  quarter  1860  . 
3d  quarter  1860  . 

38 
16 
40 
75 

do 

do 

do 

1 

I 

Total 

164 

2 

BAXQOa. 

D.  F.  LeavHt  collector 

4th  quarter  1859, 
let  Quarter  1860. 

56 
20 
46 
79 

1 

do 

2d  Quarter  1860  . 

do 

dd  quarter  1860  . 

do 

1 

ToUl.... 

201 

2 

BATH. 

Joseph  Berry,  collector.. ............. 

4  th  quarter  1859, 
let  quarter  1860, 
2d  Quarter  1860  . 

35 
12 
10 
14 

1 

James  H.  Nichols,  collector....... 

....••• ......do.  ....••••••..••........ 

Sd  quarter  1860  . 

do 

1 

ToUl 

71 

2 

MACmAS. 

A.  F.  Parlin.  collector .............. 

4th  quarter  1859, 
Ist  quarter  1860. 
2d  quarter  1860. 

18 
12 
12 
11 

1 

do 

do 

Sd  quarter  1860  • 

do 

Total 

48 

I 

i^EIUCAN   SEAMEN. 

ABSTRACT— Continued. 


Quarterly  returns  in  each  district. 


Citizens. 


Native.       Naturalised. 


MAINE— Ck>ntinued. 

YALDOBORO*. 

4th  quarter  1859,  John  H.  Kennedy,  collector  . 

Jst  quarter  1860 do 

2d  quarter  1860 do 

Sd  quarter  1860 do 


Total, 


WISOASSR. 


4th  quarter  1869 

Ist  quarter  1860 

2d  quarter  I860,  T.  Cunningham,  collector. 
Sd  quarter  1860 ..do......... 


ToUl. 


nilNOHMAN  S  BAT. 


4th  quarter  1869 

1st  quarter  1860 

2d  quarter  1860,  T.  D.  Jones,  collector  , 
3d  quarter  1860 do 


Total. 


SAOO. 


4th  quarter  1869,  A.  A.  Hansoom,  collector 

Ist  quarter  1860 do 

2d  quarter  1860 

Sd  quarter  1860 


Total 


KKNHKBUNK. 


4th  quarter  1869,  John  Cousens,  collector 

Ist  quarter  1860 

2d  quarter  1860,  £.  Cousens,  deputy  collector  .  . 
3d  quarter  1860 ...do 


Total. 


PBNOBSOOT. 


4th  quarter  1869 

Ist  quarter  1860 

2d  quarter  1860,  J.  B.  Redman,  collector. 
Sd  quarter  1860 


12 

2 

15 

12 


41 


10 


11 

8 


26 


Total, 


AMERICAN   BEAJUSN. 

ABSTRACT— CoQtiniied. 


Qua 

rterl  J  r^oms  in  each  district 

CItiKna. 

Native. 

Naturalind. 

4th  quarter  1859, 
lit  fluarter  1860. 

NEW  HAMP8HIBE 

FOBmiOUTH. 

Auf^ustua  Jeokins,  collector  ............. 

15 

1 
8 
7 

do 

2d  quarter  1860  . 

do 

S 

3d  quarter  1860  . 

do 

Total ..... 

31 

2 

MASSACHUSETTB. 

BOROH. 

Arthur  W.  Austin,  collector.. ........ 

4th  quarter  1869, 

233 
161 
210 
222 

9 

Ist  quarter  1860, 
2d  quarter  1860  . 
3d  quarter  1860  . 

JametS.  Whitney,  collector— ............ 

10 

do 

do 

21 

8 

ToUl 

816 

48 

KBW  BKDIOBD. 

C.  R  H.  Fe«enden  collector— 

4th  quarter  1869, 
Ist  quarter  1860. 
2d  quarter  I860.. 
8d  quarter  I860.. 

507 

93 

532 

483 

do 

do 

do 

7 
1 

Total 

1,616 

8 

nWBUaTPOBT. 

James  Blood,  collector  . .     ......... .. 

4th  quarter  1869, 
let  quarter  I860. 
2d  quarter  1860  . 
3d  quarter  1860  . 

19 
10 
13 
10 

do 

do 

do 

Total.-.. 

52 

William  B.  Pike  collector      

4th  quarter  1869, 

40 
32 
33 
32 

1st  quarter  I860 . 
2d  quarter  I860.. 

do 

do 

S 
2 

3d  quarter  I860.. 

do 

I 

Total-... 

137 

5 

QJJOJJOMSrMMt 

4th  quarter  1869. 

Ut  quarter  1860  . 

Sd  quarter  1860,  ^-  BalMnn.  <y>llAcftAr. 

8 

^d^oarter  I860.. 

, do 

Total. 


\^ 


AMERICAN    SEAMEN. 

ABSTRACT— Continued. 


QoArterlj  relarns  in  each  dwtriefe. 


Citizens. 


Native.        Naturalised. 


MASSACHUSETTS— Continued. 


MABBIAIIAD. 


4th  quarter  1859,  WUliam  Bartoll,  colkcior. 

Ist  quarter  1860 do 

2d  qiKkrterl860 do 

3d  quarter  1860 do 


Total. 


PLTMOVTB. 


4th  qwurter  1859,  W.  Wadsworth,  collectoT. 

Ist  quarter  1860 

2d  quarter  1860,  W.  Wadsworth,  collector.. 
Sd  quarter  1860 do 


Total. 


BABNiTABUt 


4th  quarter  1859,  8.  6.  Phinney,  collector . 

Ist  qsarter  1860 do 

2d  quarter  1860 do 

3d  quarter  1860 do 


Total. 


KABTIIOJKIV. 


4th  quarter  18^9,  £.  W.  Allen,  collector . 

Ist  quarter  1860 .^ 

2d  quarter  1860,  E.  W.  Allen«  collector.. 
Sd  quarter  1860 do. 


Total. 


BBCIABTOWN. 


4th  quarter  1859.  Constant  Norton,  collector. 

1st  quarter  1860 do 

2d  quarter  1860,  Ira  Darrow,  collector 

3d  quarter  1860 do 


Total. 


rAUiBlTBB. 


4th  quarter  1859,  P.  W.  Lelaivl,  collector. 

Ist  quarter  1860 do 

2d  quarter  1860 

3d  quarter  1860,  P.  W.  Leland,  collector.. 


Tbtal. 


1 

4 

12 

2 


19 


11 
3 


21 


10 


U 


45 
2& 


86 


9 

2 

18 
5 


^ 


ABSTRACT— Coatoraed* 


QMftcrijri 


RBODE  ISUUn). 


lilqoaftcr  M«0 do 

Sa  qwwUr  1>»«0 ^ do 

Sd^otttcr  ld«a ulo 


tkitel 


4th  qotttcr  1«59,  GOtai  CkMe.  ool«ctor. 

IjIqiMfter  1«60 •. do 

2d  qotftcr  18«a do 

$d  qotttcr  ISCO do 


Ttt^ 


U 


U 

8 

3 
7 


34 


4Ui  qiMffter  1«59,  /i 
IstqtMTter  18C0... 
tdqiurterld60... 
3d  quarter  1860  .  .. 

imet  A.  Aborn,  oollector 

do 

do 

do 

11 
14 
16 
11 

TaUi 

52 

• 

OONNBCnCUT. 

4th  Qoarttfr  1159 

1 
1 

i 

Itt  quarter  1860,  X. 
2d  quarter  1860  ... 

F    r«    It^thM-   ^ulLv^tAT        - 

6 
9 
2 

_ do — 

1 

3d  q«arter  1860  .  .. 

do 

Total 

17 

1 

mw  BAvn. 

4th  auarter  18fi9    . 

1 
1 

Itt  quarter  1860,  If 

2d  quarter  1860 

3d  quarter  1860  «  .. 

A  CJtthom   collator ........ ... 

7 

6 

4 

1 

do -.--.. 

do 

... 



_ 

Total 

17 

1 

MIODLITOWX. 

4ih  ouarter  1859 

let  ouarter  1860  .-                                                  _ 

2d  quarter  1860,  P. 
Jldauarter  1860  ... 

............   .....a........  .........    ---- 

FfltfrAn  Aollnctur  -_--   -.__--   .......... 

4 
2 

do 

rP/^f^i 

\                ^ 

\ -... 

AMERICAN  SEAMia^. 
ABSTRACT— Continued. 


(\nm 

rterly  returns  in  each  district. 

Citizens. 

Native. 

Naturalised. 

4th  quarter  1859, 
let  quarter  1860. 
2d  quarter  1860  . 
3d  quarter  1860  . 

NEW  YORK. 

AKW  TOBK  CITT. 

Augustus  Schell,  collector. .............. 

^9 
58 
CO 
70 

18 

do 

do 

6 

do 

19 

Total 

257 

47 

SAO  HABBOB. 

4th  quarter  1859. 

1st  quarter  1860 

2d  quarter  1860, « 
Sd  quarter  18C0.. 

1,  M.  Tefbell,  collector 

7 

Total 

7 

NKW  JERSEY. 

BBWABK. 

4th  quarter  1A59. 

l»t  quarter  1860 

2d  quarter  1866 _____ 

3d  quarter  1860, 

1 

Total 

1 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

nilLADKLfVIA. 

J.  B.  Baker.  eoHector  .......... .. 

4th  quarter  1859, 
l6t  quarter  1860  . 
2d  quarter  1860. 
3d  quarter  186D. 

129 
145 

197 
145 

6 

do 

1 

do 

10 

do 

10 

Total 

616 

27 

MARYLAND. 

BALTIICOBB. 
J,  T.  M*#^,  ^ll*c*"r , 

4th  quarter  1859, 
Iflt  quarter  1860 
2d  quarter  1860. 
3d  quarter  1860. 

2 

12 

4 

8 

do 

do 

2 

3 

do 

Total 

26 

4 

\ 

8 


AMERICAN   8EA1CEH. 

ABSTRACT— Continned. 


QoMiieAj  icterns  In  Mch  6kMcL 

atiaeu. 

KatiTe. 

KatoialiMi 

VIBGINIA. 
4ih  qiuurtflr  1859,  W.  M.  HarriKMi,  collector 

1 

lit  quarter  1860 

2d  quarter  I860 

3d  quarter  I860,  W.  If.  Hwriflon,  collector 

7 

■*  •»"••"•••• 

Total 

8 

ALBXABDBIA. 

4th  quarter  1859,  R  8  Hough,  collector 

3 
2 
3 

3 

Ist  quarter  I860 do 

2(J  quarter  I860 do 

3d  quarter  18C0 do 

......      ... 

Total 

11 

mifOLK   AKD  FOBTBMOUTH. 

4th  quarter  1861,  J.  J.  Simkios,  collector 

73 

87 

let  quarter  I860 d« 

1 

2d  quarter  1860 do 

3d  quarter  I860 do 

Total 

»5 

1 

NORTH  CAROLINA. 

PLTMOUTH. 

4th  quarter  1859,  J.  Ilamaey,  collector 

6 
6 

4 
7 

Ut  quarter  I860 do 

2d  quarter  1860 do 

3d  quarter  186« do 

Total 

23 

XXWDBRjr. 

4th  quarter  186f 

l8t  quarter  186#,  W.  G.  Singletoj,  collector 

3 
2 

3 

2d  quarter  1860 do 

3d  quarter  1869 do 

ToUl 

8 

■DKIITOV. 

4th  quarter  I86f,  E.  Wright,  collector 

( 

Ist  quarter  1860 

2d  quarter  1860,  B.  Wright,  collector 

2 

^(i  quarter  1860 

......  »••••• 

\ v:- 

I 

Total. 


AMBBTOAN  BEAMKir. 
ABSTRACT— OontiDued. 


Qoarterl  J  letnrns  in  each  diilrlct 

(Htisens. 

Natire. 

Naturalised. 

NOKm  OAKOLINA— CJontlnued. 

CAXDIN. 

4tli  qvarter  1859  .••.••.-...................•..«..«•••. 

Ut  qaarter  1860,  L.  D.  Starke,  ooUecior 

10 

2d  quarter  1860 

3d  noart^r  1860.  L.  D.  8tarke.  collector ..---, 

3 

Total. k •• .— — 

IS 

WASHIIIOTON. 

4th  Quarter  1859 

Ist  quarter  1860 -.---- .••••........ 

2d  noarter  1860.  H.  F.  Hancock,  collector  .....«.«..  ^.r.... 

1 

Sd  Qoarter  1860...... .........•••... ....••••••••.•.•••« 

Total 

1 

SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

CHABLBICN. 

4th  quarter  1869,  W.  F.  Ck>lcock,  collector................ 

19 
17 

6 

7 

1st  qaarter  1860 do 

2d  qaarter  1860 do 

3 

3d  quarter  1860 do 

1 

Total 

49 

4 

FLORIDA. 

KIT  wian. 

4th  qaarter  1869,  J.  P.  Baldwin,  collector 

11 
8 
5 
2 

1 

let  qaarter  1860 do 

2d  quarter  1860 ......do 

Sd  qaarter  1860 do 

Total 

26 

1 

n.  maek's. 
4th  qaarter  1869 

Iflt  qaarter  1860 

2d  naarter  1860.  A.  B.  Noreii.  collector................... 

23 

12 

2* 

3d  quarter  1860 do 

7 

Total 

35 

< 

\ 

k= 

H.  Ex.  Doc.  8 2 


10 


IICEKICAH    SEAHEN. 

AB8TBACT— Continued. 


Qiuurterl  J  letnnis  in  etch  district. 


AT.ARAIiA 


4th  quarter  1859,  T.  Shmford,  coUector . 

1st  quarter  1860 do 

2d  qoarter  1860 

3d  quarter  1860  ...^ ••.. 


Total. 


LOUISIAKA. 


4th  quarter  1859,  F.  H.  Hatch,  collector 

1st  quarter  1860 do 

2d  quarter  1860,  P.  E.  Walden,  depntj  coUector  . 
3d  quarter  1860 ...do.. •••••. ••..... 


Total. 


TKXAR. 

OALVISIOS. 


Cituena. 


Native. 


NaturaliMl 


4th  quarter  1859 

1ft  quarter  I860 

2d  quarter  1860,  H.  Stuart,  collector  . 
Sd  quarter  1860  • 


51 

67 

113 

5 

236 


3 

3 
II 

t 

29 


Tbtal. 


AMEBICAN  SEAMEN. 
BECAPITDLATION. 


11 


States. 


Maine 

New  Hampshire 
Massachusetts... 
BhodelsUmd... 
CoDnecticut.... 

New  Yotk 

New  Jersey...., 
PeDDsylyania... 
Maryland...... 

Virginia- 

North  Carolina. 
South  Carolina.. 

Florida 

Alabama 

Lonisiana 

Texas 

Total.. 


Citijsens. 


1,167 

31 

2,808 

104 

40 

264 

1 

616 

26 

314 

63 

49 

61 

3 

236 

1 

6,774 


I 


19 

2 

64 


2 

47 


27 
4 

1 


29 


204 


I 


1,186 

33 

2,872 

104 

42 

311 

1 

643 

30 

315 

63 

63 

66 

3 

265 

1 


6,978 


Statement  exhibiting  the  number  of  American  seamen  registered  in  the 
United  StcUes  during  each  of  the  last  twenty-one  years,  namely,  from 
September  30,  1839,  to  September  30,  1860. 


Year  ending — 

i 
1 

1 

1 

September  30.  1840 

7,951 
9,015 
7,738 
7,084 
8,220 
8,460 
8,018 
6,867 
8,159 
9,843 
8,998 
8,665 
9,863 
9,010 
8,617 
9,386 
7,869 
7,923 
6,679 
6,640 
6,774 

140 
148 
160 
92 
147 
129 
106 
122 

241 
193 
171 
286 
253 
302 
300 
257 
221 
310 
400 
204 

8  091 

1841 

9  163 

1842 

7,898 

1843 

7  176 

1844 

8,367 
8,579 
8  123 

1846 

1846 

1847 

6  989 

1848 

8  261 

1849 

10  084 

I860 

9  191 

1861 

8,736 
10, 149 

1852 

1863 

9,268 
8,919 

1864 

1865 

9,686 

1856 

8,116 

1867 

8,144 

1858 

6,889 
7,040 

1859 

1860 

5,978 

36th  C0NOBE88,  )    HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES,    j  Ex.  Doc. 
2d  Sesiim.      J  1    No.  9. 


DISTANCE  TO  RESIDENCES  OK   SENATORS   AND   REPRE- 
SENTATIVES. 


LKTTFMt 

rnou 

THE  POSTMASTEIl  GENERAL, 

TllANSMITTINQ 

A  ataiement  showing  the  distance  from  the  post  office  of  members  of 
Congress  to  Washington  city, 

Dkimbkr  11,  1860. — Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Mileage  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Post  Office  Dbpartmbnt, 

December  10,  1860. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  the  information  called 
for  by  the  resolution  of  June  23,  1860,  by  which  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral is  requested  ^^to  furnish  to  the  House,  at  the  commencement  of 
the  next  session,  a  statement  of  the  distance  by  the  usual  mail  route 
from  the  post  office  of  each  senator  and  representative  in  Congress  to 
the  city  of  Washington." 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  HOLT,  Postmaster  General. 

Hon.  William  Pennington, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 


2  DISTANCE   TO   RfSIDENCES    OF 

Btateinent  of  the  distance  by  the  usual  mail  route  from  the  post  office  nf 
each  senator  and  representative  in  Congress  to  the  city  of  Washing- 
ton. 


SENATORS. 


Namet. 


H.  B.  Anthony. . 
J.  A.  Bayard.... 
J  P.  Benjamin.. 
William  Bigler.. 
K.  S  Bingham.. 
Thomas  Bragg... 

J.  D.  Bright 

A  6.  Brown.... 

6.  Cameron 

Z  Chandler 

J.  Chesnut 

D.  Clnrk 

C.  C.  Clay 

T.  L  Clingroan.. 
J.  Collnrocr..... 
J.  J.  Crittenden. 

J.  Davis 

J.  Dixon 

J.  R.  Doolittle.. 
8.  A.  Douglas... 

C.  Durliee 

W.  P.  FesFenden. 

G   N.  Fitch 

B.  Fitzpatrick... 

8,  Foot 

L.  F.  S.  Foster.. 

J.  8  Green 

J.  W.  Grimes.... 
W.  M  Gwin 


J.  P.  Hale 

H.  Hamlin 

J.  H.  Hammond. 

J.  Harlan 

J.  Hemphill 

R.  M.  T.  Hunter. 
A.  Iverson...... 

R.  W  Johnson... 

A.  John.<)on .. 

A.  Kennedy..... 

P.King 

J.  Lane — ....... 


M.  8.  Latham. 


Post  ofBcck. 


Providence,  Rhocie  Island 

Wilmington,  Delaware........ 

New  Orleans,  Loui8iana. 

Clearfield.  Pennsyl vania 

Kensington,  Michigan....... 

Haleigh,  North  Carolina 

Jeirorsonyille,  Indiana 

Terry,  Mississippi 

Harrisburg,  Pennsyl  vania. .. 

Detroit,  Michigan 

Camden,  South  Carolina 

Manchester,  New  Hampshire 

Huntsville.  Alabama 

Ash vi lie,  North  Carolina 

Woodstock,  Vermont....  .... 

Frankfort,  Kentucky . 

Hurricane,  Mississippi . 

Hartford,  Connecticut ..... . 

Ra(ine,  Wisconsin 

Chic^igo,  Illinois 

Kenosha,  Wisconsin 

Portland,  Maine 

ly^ansport,  Indiina 

Wetumpka.  Alabama 

Rutland,  Vermont 

Norwich,  '  onnecticut. . . . . .  .......... 

Cin'on,  Mifisouri 

Burlington,  Iowa....  .... ...... 

San  Francisco,  California,  via  El  Paso... 
via  Aspinwall. 

Dover,  New  Hampshire . ... 

Hampden,  Maine . 

Beech  Island,  South  Carolina ...... 

Mount  Pleasant,  Iowa. ........... 

Austin,  Texas. 

Lloyds.  Virginia . 

Columbus,  Georgia ............ 

Pine  Blnifd,  Arkansas .... 

Greenville,  Tennefseo .... 

iiiiltimore,  Maryland. ............. 

Ogdensburg,  New  York 

Winchester,  Oregon,  via  El  Paso 

via  Aspinwall.  b... 

San  Franci^co,  California,  via  El  Paao 

via  Aspinwall.. 

Pensacola,  Florida 

Winchester.  Virginia 


6  R.  Mallory 

J.  M.  Maaoii ^ 

A.  O  P.  Nicholson. ........ ......\  C,c\>\\DL\A«t,'Y«tviv««bft<i 

J.  A.  Pearce ......... A  V:V*Vi\\ttH«T\,>ILKS's\%xA 

y.  pj^ji ,,,  ...............  —  -.— -A  ^^-  VdQ>a:\»^ ^ftXwoiXifv 


II 


420 
US 

1,276 
275 
735 
315 
790 

1,110 
126 
699 

520 

721 

590 

513 

857 

1,374 

344 

997 

840 

1,001 

576 

764 

1,034 

466 

371 

1,092 

1.050 

3,78J 

5,792 

536 

719 

680 

1,078 

1,818 

112 

937 

1,315 

439 

40 

€59 

4,362 

6,365 

3,789 

5,792 

1.191 

135 

818 

\     '^ 


SENATORS  AND   UEPBESBNTATITES. 
STATEMENT— Continued. 


Namefi. 

Post  oflBce. 

L.  W.  Powell 

Henderson,  Kentucky 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 

909 

G.  R  Pugh 

654 

H.  M    Rice 

St.  Paul,  Minnesota 

1,347 

W.  Saulsbury 

Georgetown,  Delaware ................ 

203 

W.  K.  Sebastian 

Helena,  Arkansas ................. 

1,033 

W.  H.  Seward 

Auburn.  New  York................. 

550 

J.  F.  Simmons....  .................. 

Providence.  Rhode  Island .... 

420 

J.  Slidell -  - 

New  Orleans.  Louisiana........ .... 

1,276 

C.  Sumner.............. ......... 

Bofiton,  Massachusetts ........... 

408 

J.  C.  Ten  Eyck 

J.  R.  Thomson........ 

Mount  Holly,  New  Jersey.. .......... - 

167 

Princeton,  New  Je"sey.... ............ 

185 

B.  ToombH 

Washington,  Georgia. ................ 

747 

L.  Trumbull ......  .. 

Alton,  Illinois 

1,019 

B.  F.  Wade 

Jefferson,  Ohio .....  .............. 

576 

L.  T.  WIgfall 

Marshall,  Texas 

1,416 

M.  S.  Wilkinson 

M^inkato,  Minnesota ............... 

1,437 

H.  Wilson 

Nattck,  Massachusetts 

451 

D.  H   Yulee 

Homossassa,  Florida. ......... ........ 

941 

REPRESENIWTIVES. 


Charles  F.  Adams 

6.  Adams , 

O.B.  Adrain 

C.  Aldrich 

W.  Allen 

J.  B.  Alley , 

T.  L.  Anderson.... 
W.  C.  Anderson.. 

J.M   Ai^hley 

J.  D.  Ashmore  .... 

W.T.Avery 

E  Babbitt 

W.  Barksdale 

T.J.  Barr 

J.  R.  Barrett 

C.  L.Beale 

J.  A.  Bingham  . . . . 

8.8  Blair 

E.G.  Blake 

T.  L.  Bocock...... 

M.  L.  Bonham  .... 

A.  R.Boteler 

J.  E.  Bouligny  .... 

W.  B)yce 

R.B.  Brabson 

L.OB.  Branch..,. 
W.D.  Bray  ton.... 

G.  Brijfgs 

F.  M.  Bristow  .... 

J  Y.  Brown 

J.  Buffiuton 


Quincy,  Massachusetts 

Barboursvillc,  Kentucky  .... 
New  Brunswick,  New  Jersey. 

Minneapolis,  Minnesota 

Greenville,  Ohio 

Lynn,  Messachusetts 

P<ilmyra,  Missouri 

Danville,  Kentucky 

Toledo,  Ohio 

Anderson,  South  Carolina..... 

Memphis,  Tennessee 

Erie,  Pennsylvania  ......... 

Columbus,  Mississippi 

New  York,  New  York 

St.  Louis,  Missouri 

Kinderhook,  New  York 

Cadiz,  Ohio 

Hollidtiysburg,  Pennsylvania 

Medina,  Ohio 

Appomatox  C.  H.,  Virginia... 
Edg«>field,  South  Carolina  .... 

^^hepherd6town,  Virginia 

New  Orleans,  Louisiana 

Winnsboro',  South  Carolina... 

Chattanooga,  Floridi* 

Raleigh,  North  Carolina  .... 

Warwick,  Rhode  Island 

New  York,  New  York 

Elkton,  Kentucky 

Elizabeth  town,  Kentucky. ... 
FaU  K\veT«lll8A«M:\i>\<iA\X&  ... 


476 
852 
201 

1,357 
650 
479 

1,086 
790 
626 
703 
933 
483 
954 
232 
994 
360 
425 
262 
541 
230 
698 
119 

1,276 
615 
623 
316 
409 
232 
952 
^   834 


DISTANCE  TO  BE8IDENCES   OF 


STATEMENT—  Continued. 


Namct. 


J.  C.  Burch 

A.  Burlingame 

H.  C.  Burnett 

A.  A.  BurDham 

8.  M.  Burroughs.... 

M.  Butterfield 

J.  H.  Campbell 

J.Carey 

L.  C.Carter 

Charles  Case 

H.F.  Clark 

J.  B.  Clark 

8.  Clemens 

D.  Clopton 

W.R.  W.Cobb 

C.  B.  Cochrane  ..... 

J.  Cochrane , 

S.  Colfax 

R.  Conkling 

O.  B.  Cooper 

T.  Corwin 

J.  Covode 

S.  S.  Cox 

J.  Craig 

B.  Craige 

M.J.Crawford 

J.  L  M.  Curry 

8.  K  Curtis 

T.  G.  Davidson  .... 

H.  W.Davis 

J.  G.  Davis , 

R.  Davis 

H.  L.  Dawes 

D.  C.  De  Jamette. . 

C.  Delano , 

W.  W.  Dimmick... 

B.  H.  Duel 

W.  M  Dunn 

8.  Edgerton 

H.  A.  Edmundson  .. 
Thonuis  M.  Kdwards, 

T.D.Eliot , 

A.  Ely 

W.  H.  EnglUh 

E.EBtabrook 

E.  Etheridge 

J.  F.  Famsworth... 

n.  E  Fenton 

0.  8.  Ferry 

T.  B.  Florence 

8.  C.  Foster 

P.  B.  Kouke 

A.  Frank 

K,  B.  French 


Post  office. 


II 


r 


Weaverville,  CallTomia,  via  El  Paso 

via  Aapinwall.. 

Cambridge,  Massachusetta 

Cadia.  Kentucky 

Windham,  Connecticut 

Medina,  New  York 

Palmyra,  New  York 

Potteville,  Pennsylvania 

Carey,  Ohio 

Flushing,  New  York 

Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 

New  York,  New  York _ 

Fayette,  Missouri 

Wheeling,  Virginia 

Tnskegee,  Alabama 

Bellefonte,  Alabama 

Schenectady,  New  York. 

New  York,  New  York 

South  Bend,  Indiana 

Utica,  New  York 

Jackhon,  Michigan •••. 

Lebanon, Ohio 

Lock  port  Station ,  Pennsylvania 

Columbus,  Ohio 

St.  Joseph's,  Missouri 

Salisbury,  North  Carolina 

Columbus,  Georgia 

Taladega,  Alabama 

Keoiiuk,  Iowa 

Baton  Rouge.  Louisiana.... 

Baltimore,  Maryland 

Rockville,  Indiana 

Aberdeen,  Mississippi 

North  Adams,  Massachusetts.. 

Bowling  Green,  Virginia 

Northampton,  Massachusetts..... 

Honesdale,  New  York..... 

Cortland  V,  New  York 

Madison,  Indiana 

Tallmadge,  Ohio 

Salem,  Virginia 

Keene,  New  Hampshire..... 

New  Bedford,  Massachusetts 

Rochester,  New  York 

Lexington,  Indiana 

Omaha,  Nebraska  Territory 

Dresden,  Tennensee  ...... .... 

Chicago,  Illinois 

Frewsburg,  New  York 

Norwalk,  Connecticut..... ..... 

Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania  ........... 

Pembroke,  Maine 

Belleville,  Illinois 

Warsaw,  New  York .......... 

Damariscotta,  Maine...... 


4,130 
6,133 
472 
992 
37g 
434 
417 
235 
614 
242 
692 
232 
1,159 
401 
984 
674 
393 
232 
784 
471 
775 
637 
313 
534 
1,300 
447 
937 
773 
1  100 
1,407 
40 
825 
905 
421 
95 
387 
293 
490 
751 
485 
238 
443 
438 
394 
772 
1,453 
1,006 
840 
480 
277 
142 
826 
1,008 
410 
63S 


8£NAT0B8  AND   REPRESENTA'nVE& 

STATEMENT— Contintied. 


Names. 


R.  H.  M.  Oarnett. 

L.  J.  Gartrell 

J.  A.  Qilmer 

D.  W.  Gooch 

J.  H.  Qraham 

G.  A.  Grow , 

J.  A.  Gurley 

J.  T.  Hale , 

C.  Hall 

A.J.Hamilton 

T.  Hardeman 

J.  M,  Harris 

J.  T.Harris 

J.  B.  Haskin 

R.  Hatton 

G.  3  Hawkins 

W.  Helmick 

J.  Hickman 

.I.Hill 

T.  C.  Hindman... 

C.  B.  Hoard 

W.  8.  Holman  ... 

W.  H.  Hooper 

G.  S.  Houston 

W.  Howard 

G.  W.  Hughes  ... 
J.  Humphrey  .... 

J.  Hutchins 

W.Irvine 

J.  Jackson 

A.G.Jenkins 

J.  J.  Jones 

B.  P.  Junkin 

L.  M.  Keitt 

F.  W.  Kellogg... 

W.  Kellogg 

W.  8.  Kenyon  ... 

D.  Kilgore 

J.  W.  Killinger--. 

J.  M.  Kunkel 

J.  Q  C.  Lamar... 
J.  M.  Landrum... 

C.  H.  Larrabee... 

D.C.  Leach 

J.  M.  Leach 

8.  F.Leake 

M.  L.Lee 

J.  A.  Logan 

H,  G.  Longnecker. 

D.  Loomis....... 

P.  E.  LoTe 

O.  Lovejoy 

W.  B.  Maclay 

R  Mallory 

O.  Mmntoo .... 


Post  offices. 


..\ 


Loretto,  Virginia 

Atlanta,  (Georgia 

Greensboro',  North  Carolina  .. 

Melrose,  Massachusetts 

Delhi,  New  York 

Glenwood,  Pennsylvania 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 

Bel  lefonte,  Pennsylvania 

Warren,  Pennsylvania.... 

Austin,  Texas 

Macon,  Georgia..... ...... 

Baltimore,  Maryland 

Harrisonburg,  Virginia 

Fordham,  New  York 

Lebanon,  Tennessee 

Pensacola,  Florida  .... 

New  Philadelphia,  Ohio 

Westchester,  Pennsylvania... 

Madison,  Georgia 

Helena,  Arkansas — 

Watertown,  New  York 

Aurora,  Indiana 

Salt  Lake  City,  Utah  Territory. 

Athens,  Alabama 

Batavia.  Ohio 

West  River,  Maryland 

Brooklyn,  New  York 

Warren,  Ohio 

Coming,  New  York 

Athens,  Georgia 

Green  Bottom,  Virginia 

Waynesboro',  Georgia........ 

New  Bloomfteld,  Pennsylvania. 
Orangeburg,  South  Carolina... 

Grand  Rapids,  Michigan 

Canton,  Illinois 

Kingston,  New  York 

Muncietown,  Indiana 

Lebanon ,  Pennsyl v#nia 

Frederick,  Maryland 

Abbeville,  Mississippi 

Shreveport,  Loubiaoa 

Horicon,  Wisconsin 

Lansing,  Michigan 

Lexington,  North  Carolina 

Charlottesville,  Virginia 

Fulton,  New  York 

Benton,  Illinois 

Allen  town,  Pennsylvania 

Rockville,  Connecticut 

lliomasville,  Georgia 

Princeton,  Illinois 

Now  York,  New  York 

LagTan^e, ^«iiViOL'3  ........ 

Exeter ,  1^%;ni  YL»mv^^«  •  •  •  • 


104 
844 
397 
475 
433 
290 
654 
218 
549 

1,818 
837 
40 
147 
244 
805 

1,191 
486 
173 
775 

1,033 
558 
679 

2,450 
760 
677 
57 
233 
470 
314 
787 
550 
703 
159 
611 
888 

1,033 
326 
713 
152 
83 
926 

1,375 

1,024 
819 
430 
118 
548 
988 
236 
.361 
900 
949 
232 


DISTANCE  TO   RESIDENCES  OF 

STATEMENT— Continued. 


C.  D.  Martin 

E  S.  Martin 

H.  Maynard .. 

J.  A.Mo(-]ernand. 

J.  B.  McKean 

R.  McKnight 

E  McPhf«on 

J.  McQueen 

J  J.  McRae 

P.  W.  Miles 

J.  8.  Mileon...... 

W.  Milward 

W.  Montgomery.. 

L.  T.  Moore 

S.  Moore 

J.  K.  Morehead  . . 
J.  S.   Morrill 

E.  J.  Morris 

I.  N.  Morris 

F.  H   Morse 

F.  A.  R.  Nelson-. 
W.  E.  Niblack... 

J.  T  Nixton 

J.  W.  Noell 

A.  B   Clin 

A.  M.  Otero 

G.  W.  Palmer.... 

M.  J.  Parrott 

G.  H.  Pendleton.. 
W,  Pennington... 

J.J.  Perry 

J.  W.  Petit 

8.  0.  Peyton 

J.  S.  Phel|)8 

A.  G.  Potter 

J.  F.  Potter 

E.  B.  Pottle 

R.A.  Pryor 

J.  L.  Pugh 

J.  M.  Quarles 

J.  H.  Keagan..... 
J.  H.  Reynolds... 

A.  H.  Rice 

J.RRiggs 

O.  Robinson . 

J.  C.  Robinson . 

H.  K.  Royce 

T.  Ruffin 

ARuRt 

C.L  Scott 


G.  W.  Scran  ton. 
C.B.  Sedgwick. 

J.Sherman 

D.£.  Sickles... 


Lancaster,  Ohio .... 

Lee  C.  H.,  Virginia 

Knoxville,  Tennessee 

Springfield,  Illinois 

Saratoga  Springs,  New  York 

Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania 

Gettysburg,  Pennsylvania...... 

Marlboro*,  South  Carolina — -. 

Stain  Line,  Missit&tippi . . 

Charleston,  South  Carolinia 

Norfolk,  Virginia 

Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania 

Washington,  Pennsylvania.. 

Louisa,  Kentucky.. .^ 

Greensboro' ,  Alabama .. 

Piltshurg,  Pennsyl  vania 

Strafford,  Vermon t .......... 

Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania.. 

Quincy,  Illinois.-... 

Bath,  Maine 

Jonesboro',  Tennessee 

Vincennes,  Indiana 

Bridgcton,  New  Jersey 

Perry ville,  Missouri 

Troy,  New  York 

Albuquerque,  New  Mexico.. 

Plalt*burg,  New  York 

Leavenworth,  Kansas  Territory 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 

Newark,  New  Jersey . 

Oxford,  Maine . . 1 

Wabash.  Indiana ; 

Hartford,  Kentucky 

Springfield,  Missouri j 

Indianapolis,  Indiana 

East  Troy,  Wisconsin j 

Naples,  New  York .  —  i 

Petersburg,  Virginia ! 

Eufaula,  Alabama 

Clarksville,  Tennessee 

Palestine,  Texas ; 

Albany,  New  York \ 

Boston,  Massachusetts ....j 

Patcrson,New  Jersey 

Woonsocket,  Rhode  Island , 

Marshall,  Illinois i 

East  Berkshire,  Vermont........ ' 

Goldsboro'  North  Carolina I 

Littlj)  Rock,  Arkansis , 

SonoM,  California,  via  El  Paso 

vkr  Aspinwall 

Scranton,  Pennsylvania............. 

Syracuse,  New  York .  .... ... 

Mansfield,  Ohio 

New  York,  New  York 


518 
449 
513 

l,02i 
414 
373 
116 
525 

1,  296 
590 
240 
142 
433 
601 

1,115 
373 
516 
142 

1,072 
612 
415 
846 
186 

1,181 
382 

2.160 
556 

1,340 
654 
223 
617 
734 
980 

1,294 
725 

1,007 
359 
154 
986 
836 

1,531 
376 
468 
248 
436 
816 
582 
296 

1,098 

3,942 

5,945 
260 
624 
5*8 
232 


SENATORS   AND   REPRESENTATIVES. 

STATEMENT— Continued. 


W.E.  Simtns 

0.  R.  Singleton 

W.Kmith 

W.  N.  H.  Smith-- 

D.  E  Homes 

E.  G.  Bpnulding 

F.  E.Spioner , 

J.A^8Ullworth  ... 

B.  Stanton...... ... 

T.  Stevens 

1.  I.  Stevens 

J.  W.  Stevenson.... 

J.  A.  Stewart 

W.Stewart 

W.  B.  Stokes 

L.  Stout 

J.L.N.Stratton.... 

M.  W.Tappan , 

M.  Taylor 

E.  Thayer 

T.C.  Iheakcr 

T.H.  Thomas 

C.  B  Tompkins , 

C.  R.  Train 

C.  A.  Trimble 

J.  W.  H.  Underwood 
C.ij.  Vallandigham. 

Z.B.  Vance 

W.  Vandever 

C.H.Van  Wyck.... 

J.  P.  Vcrree 

E.Wade 

H.Waldron 

E.  P.  Walton 

C.C.  Washburn 

K.B.  Wash  but  ne... 

I.  Washburn 

E.H.  Webster 

A.Wells 

W.  Whiteley 

J.  Wil«)n , 

W.Windora 

W,Wim»low 

J.Wood 

J.  Woodruff. 

8.  H.Woodson 

J.V.  Wright 


Paris,  Kentucky ....... ..... 

Canton,  Mississippi.... 

Warrenton,  Virj^inia 

M  urf reesboro',  North  Carolina 

I^iddeford,  Maine..... 

Buffalo,  New  York 

Mohawk,  New  York............ , 

Evergreen,  Alabama........... 

Bcllctoutaine,  Ohio 

Lancaster,  Pennsylvania 

Olympia,  W.  T.,  via  Kl  Paso 

ma  Aspinwall. ..... 

Covington,  Kentucky 

Cambridge,  Maryland 

Mercer,  Pennsylvania .......... 

Alexandria,  Tennessee , 

Corallis,  (Capitol,)  Oregon,  via  El  Paso. . 

via  Aspinwall 

Mount  Holly,  New  Jersey ............ 

Bradford,  New  Hampshire.. 

Donaldson ville,  Louisiana 

Worcester,  Massachusetts 

Bridgeport,  Ohio 

Columbia,  Tennessee 

McConneilsville,  Ohio 

Framingham,  Massachusetts 

Chilicothe  ,Ohio 

Rome,  Georgia.. >....... 

Dayton.  Ohio 

Ashville,  North  Carolina 

Debuq ue,  Iowa 

Blnomingburg,  New  York... 

Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania 

(.Meveland,  Ohio 

Hillsdale,  Michigan...... . 

Montpelier,  Vermont 

La  Crosse,  Wisconsin .. 

Galena,  Illinois 

Orono,  Maine 

Belair,  Maryland..... 

Ithaca,  New  York .... ... 

Newcastle,  Delaware..... 

Crawfordsville.  Indiana....... 

Winona,  Miuuenota 

Fayettoville,  North  Carolina 

Conshohoi ken,  Pennsylvania......... 

New  Haven,  Connectieut...... 

Independence,  M issouri .... 

Purdy,  Tennessee. ........ .......... 


735 

1,070 

58 

257 

561 

463 

458 

1,110 

625 

123 

4,839 

6,842 

655 

223 

449 

824 

4,468 

6,470 

167 

563 

1,360 

424 

402 

818 

504 

445 

513 

684 

615 

5il0 

1,022 

312 

142 

513 

692 

557 

1,173 

1,005 

721 

74 

501 

119 

829 

1,213 

375 

156 

308 

1,270 

860 


Wi 


